
PI I.E 
~4 

No. I''R!( 

Fatal aocident on duty Mr. G. Hornby, A.P.O. 

It 1. quite olear that Ilr. Hornby was the n..at oft1oer 
to enter the trslDlIOlIl spaoe nnd get into diffloul tie •• 

All the other. lIho entered the spaoe af'tel warda 
an effort to rescue him. did '0 in 

There wal 10100 oonfusion 8nd it is titfioul t to eltablilh 
in what order the resouers entered the spe.oe with the exoeption that 
it oaD be sa.id th.et Mr. Th(WI8on "MUI the first to go to 1Ir. Hornby'l 
8allatpnoe. It would appear probable that Mr. Vassl1ev Crlohen wa. 
the next to enter the spaoe, followed by l1r. Kent. P.O. and then 
the Junior 2nd Officer. ' Ilch one waa quiokly affeoted by the 

of oxygen 8nd had to be pulled out before the next aDO ""nt in ond u 
a result ot their dazed oonditions their reoolleotion. ot Bubsequent 
happenings ore hazy. 

JAr. J. R. Tho,,·., P.O. was the last to enter the apaoe aDd. 
he took the preoaution of firlt faltening • rope round hi. body. 
With oonsiderable effort he managed to get 11r. 1hom'on to the 
"onhol. and h. _. pulled out by thole on top. 1Ir. Tru.-. lhen 
faoteD8d a rope to Ilr. Hornby and with tho help or thOI. on top 
pullinr; on the !'Ope Mr. Hornby _0 drawn within reaoh from the 
meDhal.. lIr. ThoDl8 was then pulled out end f'1nelly lIr. Hornby'. 

All thole wbo went into tho lpace to e ffeot reloue did eo 
at oonsiderable ri.k to th ..... elTe. ond lpeoial praile is due to bolh 
l4r. Thomas find )(1' Thomson. The laok ot l1Utt. the IIJDIl.l .nhole 
8nd thl effeot. of oareon dioxide made it a ro~dable ta.k to get 
an inert perlon out of the spaoe. 

Attention is drawn to the faot that in tho earlier report 
~e referenoe to a "tank" apaoe 18 not aocurate. It in DO .., 
ftmotionl as a tank end might be des c ribed JDOre oorreotly al a 

tranaom space. The oorreotion 1. intended to mIke olear that 
there WIll an absenoe ot an, us'.] or foreseeable r o&aOD to oonalder 
the ape.oe dengeroul. The absenoe ot &D,Y obnoxloul odour, when the 
.-hole oover waa remoT8d, oontributed to the S8=e oonolu.d.cm ot DO 
danger. 

It _. held by the Kuter ond Chief Officer thot the .hip' 
otfioer. were not informed that the .".n"ol. 00 ..... 1' ..... sea« to be 
remoTed. On this point it hae been .loertalD1d that 
8unlT1n, ottioer. gaTe .uoh natloe. It cennot be pro •• a by- UI 

,mather or not the deoe.,.4 officer P.T. 'ny notio.. He went to 
the engine rooa tor the purpo •• ot getttnc a suitable sp.nnel' en' 
in tact returned to the .tee ring tlat wi tb the .penn'r but .. haft 
been ,meble to .s1:a.bli.h how he l:ot it. A po ..... r ltated th.:t 
• .panner bad been reBG'ftd trc ii7 the top ot tb •• ngine roca end. that 
it "'1 then still mis.iDg and the sugg •• tion i. th·t d.o .... ed 

it without speoifio au'thorit,y. . 

I would 1.110 ret.r to th. ma.k. that _re produoed, to 
"r.tlOil t hat I han .,cs doubt .e to •• thel" th.e'J' would haft .e • 
• v use I.e proteotion apiun o·rboT' diox1d~ 
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