
CP.'1 . 
• £ t- . 

7 
PII.E No. .1 5"-

, 
< , 

The Honourable 

Custom. end Excise. 

Honourable Sir!, 
• 

GILBERT HCRNBY, Assistant Preventive ettioer. 
Fatal acoident on boe.rd the Liberlu steamship 

Bid.ton Dook, Birkenhead. 
• 

, 
• 

The Coroner. Kr. Joseph Roberts. res\DIled the inquest flt 3 p.a 
19th Deoember, 1967, at ' Sirkenheod Town Hall, Birkenhe.d. 

PRESENT 
1!r. DuDDing. Solioitor for l!elSro Linlkey & Sona. 

81. Dale Street. LiTerpool. 
reprelenting the widow. 

•• • 

l!r. Vernon Gwyther. Solioitor of lIessrs Hill. Diokill.lon &. 0, 

repre.eenting the Ormers ot the ..,..ssel. 
now emended to read.-

Saint Rafael CIA. NAV. SoA. Pan&-. City. 

Mr. G. Krikorian. Senior Legal A •• iotont of the Solioitor. 
Offioe reprelentin!; the Cuato-· end Emi ••• 

At the outlet 1Ir. Krikorian addr ..... tho Coremer ond read 
aeotian' 19 end 20 ot CUltoma end Exoi •• .lot, 1962 • 

• 
}.{r. Thomson. J..P.O. ... 

him through hil ota tolDllnt to the 
1'ol1owl-

Coroner 
7 i' 

1II1e" Mr. Hornby oollap.ed ond 
toll into the _tor, lIhat did 
you do after that' 

Did you got r.i!;ht down' 

, 

• 

, 
• 

• 
• 

How lone _:re you 1D tl .. 
s1*" betore you ... :re -\mocked 
out"1 

• 

• 

• 

then oalled .nd the Coroner took 

Polioe em the day 01' tho aooident. 

• 

, 

• • 
• 

, 

I went donn into the apace 
and l!r. Cooper ""nt tor help. . . , 

I got down to h i -. I ... 
Boared he "ourd ~o into the 
water. I pulleA hi- to22Lnl. 
me end held em to h i -. ",. 

nut thin, 1 definltolT"- -
Grssk Toloes. I then ftearcl Ill" 
Thomas' TOioe .nd h.ard. -1'0,.-
7snticmed. I saw the rop. 
I took hold ot it end atteespted 
to tie it aroun' Hornby. At 
this j1!Mture I beo.. totally 
inoapable 01' pqylioa1 
oo-ord'netion. I bl .. whet I 
-..tod to do but .. h ..... juot 
would' nt let me • 

I really do DOt ) 'hif/W. Peru 
the tad t;het there .... a 
ori.i. kept .. ,otac. 

.0 air. 
• , 

C." E. SSt, 
&ec. p 2,. auly 19.50) 

(InI4) ",,,"5111 ,H 22 11M tt.T.c...., 

, 



the" nid that thore wore no qu .. tionl he wilhed to uk 
011. of Ilr. Hornby'. widow he wi.hed. to expre •• her 

ftry be.t thank. tor the pll&J1t .rrort Jir. 'l'hoaeon pc'. to 
feiOU. the "Ioe .... " • 

The CoroMr thoD la14 that the Court appreo1a~" the .tfort 
~. en' DO doubt Mr. I:rlkorian will OODW.y thi. to the Cn""" ."ioner •• 

Jfl". Xrlkori.n •• bd ThcaI'OD 
Row,.1 +be ooter taun ottt 

• • 
.,.. ~ boltl loolef 

. , 
• 

Corcmer 
"hen you took the OOTer 

ott the "ut. wre not ... ry t1r;bt . , 
• 

• 

, 

... 
, we relea ••• boltl, tirat, 
"". 118'n ... mt CJDI there. There 
•• no pre UUN. The flrlt nal . , 
that 1Ir. Horaby t;iect wore e .. y 

rho loot tour or lix wore 
ti£ht. 

rho iIooIe ottloe Patholo£ilt, Dr. C oA.st Hill _a thon askat 

• 
Coroner 

"'e" _ met' loot _ek the 
queltion arole oo to how tho • • • 
oubero d.ioxide O'SO to be pre lent 

in thil apaoe 

• 

Corcmer 
rhil _I a 'oClll1'in .. cJ. apaoe 

10 • ., "I you reduDe the oX¥gen 
you lea..,. aarbon cJ.iox1cJ.e 

• 

Jlr. Dum'",. ' Would th1. 
aaaount for the oymptoma deaan bed 
by tho lalt .witneae? 

• 

• 

the 
probable enewr i" that lIhen 
iron ruata trOlll tha atreot ot 
aea _tor it would abaorb nary 
..,.atige ot oxyr;en In an enololed 
apaoe 

• 

Yea air. rho preaaure would 
not be ohonged . ' . . 

IIore 11lcoly that the 
oymptnmo wore aauled by laak ot 
oxygen rather than aarbon 
dioxide poilan1n£. 

• 

Kr. J. R. Ttumes. Preventive Offioer wall thsn oalled.. 

The Coroner took him through the statement made to tn.e Polioe 
an tho 12th inat. 

Coroner ' 
Yau saw tho t 1Ir. Hornby 

end lIr. Thom"on were in the spaoe. 
"fthat he.ppended .. tter thatf 

I rather 18th';r that tho 
orew were m- Jc1pC a lot of noise '! 

• 

Did rou ~et a reply frOm 
hilnt ! 

• 

• 

How .... 
brou£ht up? 

the deoea.ed 
• 

ThCIDea 
I oalled tor a rope and 

oalled to the people to ahut up 

Yea sir. 
I spoke to Thomson and a.sked 

him to pa.!!ls the rope aro\U1.d 
Horn~. 

Ye •• ThomAon a ppea.red to be 
unable to do anyth1n~ with it. 
I then asked for another rope. 
When I £at 1 t I tastoned 1 t 
around MiYeelf end went clown. 
I brau~ht Thom.OD to the la4der 

I oan hardly reDWJmber the 
detail.. I took hold ot Hornby' 
arm. end was drae;ged up. 

C. & E. S84. 



FILE No. 
u '-' z..a-.l'fo.~. 

1'bI COl"ODar tbn. .ald.. I sa quite sure thl email.1OMrS wUl 
be 1ntor.M. ot Tour aotion· in thi, ... tter. 

Ki-. ICrU "Orlen theil .aLt Ib, C: .. Ht1 •• 1 m lr ... IN"" ) ,-,. Ilt the 
ocnarap .boWD by the pre.ent witn· •• (Tha..,) end Mr. 'l'hcaaOD e-d 
yo .... o_to will be oon""),,,4 ~ th, •• 

1'h.-.1 _I turther uke4 by 1Ir. IJolla"1 ..... 

1'11.-.1 
hed. 'Dr .SPlrienl. 

ot th ••• treneoa .pa ... ' 
Y.I .11'. ""'7 Ia!\T ot th •• 

Ar. 1011 ._N that ia ..... 
Port ot Liftrpool •• hUN. haft 
bleD .ad. 1a the.. .paoe. 

I toke it,Jlr. n-a Y •• 011'. 
th·t IOU oondcler you 1IIOUU 

be tallia, ia your cluV it 
you cI14 IlOt look iato .""h 
plao.. end IT8r,ywhere in 
the •• arch tor oDIILtrabpnd 

1Ir. CriohaD ( ..... Poll .. Report "A") _ ....... OUM. 

took b'. throu"," hi •• 1atnnt ot 12th 1ut 

CorOL.r CriM'" 

• 

Wheu you cot in 
"". t ha ppe"". 

J.a .00 •• 1 I cot ia I _I 
not exaotly tno_~ out e-d I 

D14 you t.n4 a gal .. lkT 

....nap4 to £'It out. I tIIn. 
wont to ooll.ot • pI ..at traa 
,mid._hip •• 

.0 .ir. 
1Ir. D1.Striou w.. then oall •• Ind oonti,... the .tate.eat be he. 

macle to th .. Polio .. (Poll .. Report "J") 

Serpo.nt Duker _I teken throur:!> hie report .... 1Za Co ...... r 

It • .,.0 .... 1IIll1tecl to hU. 
.... thinr; trca the Cu. __ "U 
thi. be a COocl plaoe 

Y .. Sir. it 1IIOUlcl be .... 

i4.al plao. 

Wo f'urther wil t" ••••• _zoe aalled. end the Corou!" p .... hi. 
t' ndin,. thUII.-

In this 0 .... I t1nd tbzt d. ... th •• aau ... .", 
ao~la 4"" to 4row .. 1DC tollow1nC a ool1epo. oaUl" ~ 
'nn0xi. a •• rellUlt or Ul .oold.ent 1D the oOW' •• of 
hiw ottioial dut1 ••• 

C . .l E. 68'. 
See. P.IIS (lair 1950) 


