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The UOnourable Ca.m1s81oner •• 
cu.t~· and Exoise, 

Honourable Sirs.' • 
• 

• 

I 

, 
• 

, 

• 

BlrkeDhead • 

related 
. In order that the attaohed report .. may W readily be 

to the people involved. I lilt hereunder the offioers 
ocmoe£I'I .. ",d,- • 

Birken.hoct Rumma~ Crew , ,J. R. Th04lls. PreTentive 
G.E .Thomson. Asat PreT 
T. Cooper, I I 

G. Hornby.. I I 

• 

Offioer 
Offioer , , 

L. Kent. PreTsnti'ft Offioer 
R. K. Curti., .lIn P-aPt. Orfioer • 

• 
From the report. attaohed it will ~ aeen that the 

RUI!§,"t;e .pl'fIfI arrind on board the vessel at or: about 9.-46 a ... on the 
12th inat. The Boerding Offioer. were _ o.lread;y on board dealin& 
with the Cru DeolaJ' .. tiono (List U2}. , 

- . 
. llhll.t thi. work _. pro.eedin!: the RUJmII8,~ Auio+Ont 

• 
Preventi ..... Offi.er. 'omJllIBnaed operationa IUld .. 11 three ot th_ 

the Steerin!: .ompe.rbuent. 1Ir. Hornby and 1Ir. Thawaon 
."'''''ned the nuts seouring the oo.er 'of "Wle ltranaom apaoe. The 
mo.jority of th .. e ""re loo.e and it _. de.ided that the oo,e,. ahould 
be removed. It appears thf"t the aprnner in the possessiOl1 of llr. 
H.rnby waa not auitable for the job and he went a_yo pre • .-bly to 
the en!:ine room to get one.· On hio return all three ottl ..... then 
remofed the 00f6r. . ". • 

• 

The oo,.t removed .. Mr. R .. ",'by shone his torah inlide and 
the of rio en WDre able to lee that the", was some' dirty _ter in the 
apaae. llr. Hornby" then went down into the apaoe 'W8tcmed by 1Ir. 
'nlou0ll who "'porta thet Hornby appeared to ha .. e a quiok lo'Ok arolmd 
an' .tart to acme up. Hie head turned to one side flnd he .l~ 
40RA until he ... sitting in 'the water, at this tiE'S with hi, heed. ole 
ot the .. t.r. Mr. Thomson oalled to hi. and tDlDedlately wnt in to 
a.,ilt. The report. reveal that when Thom.on ~aohe. Hornby the 
latter ... ,moan.oious end ..,.,ry loon Thomson too wall affeoted. Mr. 
Cooper when be tailed to ~t oatia taotory replies frca Thaolaon 
u..djately ran .for a8si8T.8noe. 

, In tbo sequenoe ot the evente, fo l lowinr; upon the .. lara 
raia.d by Cooper. I think it _. at tblo point that CRICIIAII (aee 
Polloe Repo" -,-) went into the trenao. and had. to oome out. In 
tum be ... followed. by 'Mr. Kent, P.O. end the ahip" Junior 2nd. 
otHe.r In' .,mlarly tlwy' too had to 00' 7 out. 

Mr. Th.,cs., Pre,enti~ Officer in .. ohar~ ot the 01' .... 
with .. rope attaohed then hODt down. into t:he 'tranaaa aDill Lpn-pel 
to pt Th ..... on too within reaoh Qt, the people abo ••• 0 hauled hi- out. 
'1"h~. then J7 De pd. to get .. hold on Homby end they ware both pulled 
1;0 wi. thilL ,re..p end brout;ht out. 

C.I< E. SM. 
e:: p,'l8' auly 1950) 
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.... 
offioer. were takeD to the Birkenhead General 
and Thom-on bein~ released end lent hOM later 

• 
, 

The newa ot this aooident WIlS reoeiTed at the RiPler 
lraterr;uard. Superintendent'. office at about 11.60 a.m. and OD 

instruotion. ot Mr. Grey I at onoe prooeeded to Birkenhead.. 

tho 

lIl.th Ilr. J. Whitint;, phie~ PreTflntf'98 O~t16bI', I .... nt to the 
lIirkenhoad Gonoral lIoopiteJ. The Dootor in ohor- of tho 0 1 ..... 

• • \. u- IlSua 00;3 
ward. informed u. that one of our orfioer.~ ·Gilbert ·Hornby 'Wall dead 
and thot in hi. opinion doath _e duo to inho1inC oarbon dioxido. 
ftl. other ~"o ornoere. 1ha... and 'thoaa01l were reoo'.r1n~. We eaw 
thea. oftioerl. ThCWl'. had onl¥ jua1( reaov.red oonaoiouatlell!l and 
Th ..... _. in a vory d1stroe.od oondi tion. Yr. enquir.d -st tho hO"1>i 
whether IlJly relative. had been 1nfon...,d and we were informed that 
thia _. usually do". by tho Polioe. 

• • • 

'1'10 rotumed to tho .offioo ond arrongood with tho PollOI tho.t 
... wonhl notit)< the cleooa....,,'. wif .. and inform tho r.latiT .. of tho 
other orf108I"'. 

• • 
1Ir. J. 1Ihi tin, , .... my •• U th.n prooeeded to Hornby' 0 hOIIIII but 

Oil arrival. there fonnd no one at home. One at the neiPtbours 
infOlhL'd u. thot Ilr •• Hornby had been observ.d goint; out about 
thirty ,.ion"t ... arUer. o...r intention ..... to return 10. ter. but 
atter we had 1.~t, the ".ithbour was able to oontaot on" o~ Jlro. 
1I0rnby'. broth.r. in Liverpool. He in tonIa vi.ited Mr. Grey, 
Hit;h.r 1faterguard Superintend.nt. "0 info._d him of the deaXth o~ 
Kr. Hornby end he undertook to 0011'.1 the lad rew. to Kr •• Hornby 
"0 _. thot day visitjnr; h ... mother in LiTerpoo1 • 

• , . 
With 1Ir. lIhiting, C.P.O. · I vieited tho vessel end 111. 

ot the aooident on l)oard. The Master was informed that we 
80ene 
wo'lId 

•• e him apin on Friday .orn1n~. 
• . ' 

.. t 11 a .. '. the l~th in.t. with 1lr •. Grey. Higher Yraterguard 
Superintendent and Iir. 'fthitin~. C .P.O. the Ttussal was again visited. 
Dul"inr; our enquiries on board we l"eoeived &eaietanoe trQlll Kr. 
Perl,l •• Saooa of lit •• rl E. E. Sharp &: Sana Ltd. who Tolunteered to 
aat a. interpreter. . l 

• • 

Fro. the ahip" plep it ..... oonfirmed that ~ tjoen801l 8pe.oe 
i. not a tenk oapab1. ~ beine uo.d for tho .to .... ga o~ o~ liquid. 
ond th.ro are DO pipe. leadin.r; into it. 7he _tar whioh Il"t. 
into thi •• pal. wo'lId be .... _tor foroed upward throug. the nanga 
ot +b. nadder po.t. . . 

• 
• , 

n.. lI ... ter .tat.d thot hi hod only boon in the T .... 1 a few 
month, .nd th.t the ODly tins the oo.er ot thi. epaGe would. ~ 
remo,.d ... when the rudder POlt reqUired. attention. . In Polio. 
report ••• the tb1 rd Eneiresr .tate. that h. joir'd the vea •• l in 
Jul)" 1966 end had. "",1" ._n the mahol. oo •• r ott until now • 

• • • 
"1'he Kalter 1I'ta'te4 +bet DO MI lhould. .... ,ODe intlo tbe 

tnnlca lpa .. ~toN alkine oae · ot .t'be IlI.1p'l ottloerl. Be &110 

produoe .. me ot tour· p. .... n aloll M ltated .. re ill ohar • • t the 
Chief Otti .. r. Thi. __ +b. fir.t .... ,,1:1on of tho a-tlabil1t,y ot 
ut "oko, ""ithu _ otfil ... ""r CRIC!WI (0 •• PoU .. R.port "A") 
wr. aware ot th.ir en-llteno. at the time ot the inoi dent. 'f.he 
.... k pr04uoe" to ua ...... rked. ·U.B.A.lurwau ot Vin •• - .nd the 
fo11ow1nC printed on it, 

• 
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WDo not wear in "taosphere dangeroul to'lih 0; 
oonta'ninC 100'" than l/loth (.1") orgen! 0 

Tapour. by Tol~". 
, 

In Illl intel'flew with Mr. Grey. Hi&her 1J.:t.r~ri. 
o 

, 

, Suprr1ntenrtoDt am myselt the attat Offioer. Costa. AB.,ST1STADIS 

, 

.tat •• that he ,.. -paYiDe the or •• 1Ih;en the .1'ra wu 1'&1 ••• ar' he 
raJ!, t.Mdiata~ to the etae""", o_I'&"".nt. When be reaohed 
theN he law a m'ber ot Custom. officer •• some ot hi. oraw and 

other.. lie .tated that he hod tried to ~et a p. _.k ' .. ioh ..... 
ke,t art but the key "". kept by the boothain. lie than ran 
.",!dohip. to ",t ODe. , It 10 .,.,t olear """ther a au _a brour;ht 
to the ateeriD/: OOIIlpad'1WInt. but if .it _'. _ybe tha re .... 
operatiOiill were already being effe.ti ..... 

'lbe J,m1or 2nd Otficer, S'mFANOU. wal then intel.i.hsd and 
.tated that he went into the tnnBOIIl in an endeaTour to alsilt the 
tiiO offi.era ftlready in there but he _a palled out. lie .tated 
that thare _. DO .,..,11, .nd the third Cuot ...... otticer ""A went in. 
fir.t brout;ht ODe offi.er to the openi", (ftlouon) .... he .a 
dragged out, and then broU&l>t the othar officer. the -il ". now 
mow to be dead. to the ~ole .. nd they "" ... bo~ dra~l:8d throur;h. 

, 
, 

Enquiry was made re~rdin, the .penDSI' wbioh had been used. 
by IIornby. Tha !!ate .tated th.t he had Dade ."quiv, .. trca the 
01 ... * end ODe of th" '"' .... 1'. ltated that there had been a aprnner 
011 the engine roCID. gratin,;. This spenner was DOW' missin,. No 
.rew m.mber ha •• Rid that he 1:8" it ~ a gusto- offi.er. 

L .. ter this day (13th De!'r) ... were int6 ... d by tho Pou •• 
that tho inquut would be opened .. t 4 p .... that day ond atter tha 
medioal ev1deDoi there 'WOuld be aD. e.djOUl iIi'Allt. OW' offioel" 
were not required tor the openin~ at the inqueot. 

•. The Birke .. b.ad Borout;h Coroner. Mr. Jo.eph Roberto. ot 
K ....... Percy ...... sol: Robert., 8, B •• 11_ Streot, Birkeilhead. 

pre.ided at tha inquest and 0.100 preaent we,...-

IIr. Dunnin~. So11.i tor of ),!eosr. Linokey 01: So.... ' , 
81. Date Street. L1nrpool. 

reprelent1ng the widow •. 

Mr. Vernon GwytheZ", \So11oitor of llIUsZ", HUl D.O'«1DIOD. & Co 
Liverpool -

represent1n, the Owners of the ns •• l J- . 

'1'1¥' Saint Rafa.l Sh1ppinr; Co. Ltd., P ........ City • 
• 

Erld.noe ~f ide';tiiY' ,,;. p nil by HornbY" brotli ..... in-law. 

ltediaol .Tidenol ""'1 ~"Jl t1rlt17 by Dr. John Ko'D!", 
.... ualty, off1 •• r. B1rkonhead General Ho.pit.) who .tated that 
artifioial relpirati oD end oxygen treata.nt .. I tri., atteJ' Bozon.~ 
,.. reoe1:..,a in hospital but ~heft ..... DO relponae. In hi_ 
ophl1cm Hornby pd inhaled. a oOlUllde!"lble q'" ntit,. 
dioxide 

, 
, , , -
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Dr. C. A. St.ll111, u... 01'fi08 Patholor;1lt then pTe a lenr;thy 
""orlpt1aa ·ot Idl • ,o"nott"" 1m finolly statecl that in hh opln' 0" 
.... tIl _" 'I» to alpJ"xia duo to drownine tollow.,,£ a oollapl., and 
in dew ot the hiltory i \ _. 11""ly that . Hor"by had lufferecl fro. 
• laok ot o'leen 'betore enterlnt; the water. ., . 

• • 

rbe Thin EnpDeez: ot "t'ht Tellael. Theodor AGlNEROO. wa. oalled. 
the -,.ter tcn.I.k1. " COSTAS aotiDl; a.~ interpreter. '!?u1r.e ..... It IC=' 
41ffloul1;r ow'n, to th~ »ute,r'l U·ltecl oo .. ","d of &ngHlh, but . 
••• ""'ally tho tollow1n£ q~lt.lonl were put by the 10Hoitor for the 
.hi,..-!'I' • 

• 

• 

• 
How lCll£ ' han ,." 
le1'ted..iD. +;bi, 

.,.., ••• IT . 

• • 

ror what reaaon' 
WDUloi. 1 t be ,,"o .... ry 

• 

to +eke ott the .... nhole 
• • 

• 

• 
eOfer7 

• 

I join.d tho lhip on 
the 29th JuDO 1966 

• opc! han _on u. tha 
shlp 0.11 tho t_ 

. oin .. 

It wwlcl ""ftr b. t 
off 

• 

• 
• Th. lIuter, ~I then .as called\'n. tn. 

put tho follGW1n" Sol101 tor tor +b. 

• 

, 

• • • • • 

~ut1"'" Dlol -""IT""" uk fOur porm1 .. io" Reply. 
to tIn off the -...hol. oo •• r 1 

• • • 

• Did ,.ou lmow it hlel boon t-hi> off1 • 

• • 
-

No . 

The Corollltr the" ulteci tho wi"'.'" 
• • 

~.ltiCll ' Wer. you on the ship whe1!. 
kI:s eu.tcs' officer. 
on board yelterday? 

• • • , 
• • • 

Arter some 
diff10ul ty the')!as r 
stated that he .... JrI; 

ashore at 9 a.m. end 

returDed at 2 p.m • 

At thil junoture the Coronor .aid "Th. Custollll people would no 
no .... arilq ule peJ'lll.IIiCll to bite a .rnhol. 0.0.6r ott. They are 
thore to loole tor oontrebe"" ond it tl\"Y ule permission it would 
cI.r ... t the objeot ot th.ir ddt" •. 

'" Aooeptinc the medioal evidence _ the Coroner lltated that the 
neoeeeary oertifioates would be iasued end the Inquest adjourned 
until Thunclay. lie axp ...... " the COUl"t' I oympo:~ to the relatinl 
aad thi. waa felloactCby exp ... a,1.CP'- ot .ym;..tb;r frOJa. the ownerll' 
Solioitor. I than followed and expressed. the Deparl. .... ltnt1a 

• ooMoleno.e and stated that lIIIe had loat a &aaloue .nd oonaoientloua 
attio.r. 

• • 

The Coroner then put ' the toll ow Inc queet1o:a' to .. , "... ~ . 
• ~ I ." ._ .. "_ ' • ~ 

·c,.;. _ oloar up tho ~01uti' ... 10.4 a~ to. wlUitli"r' permild .. 
• hould haTe been a~ta1r.~ to 'nllp8ot the t,nk'· 

• 

I replied -There &re oertain plaoe. on boar4 a ahip, .uah .a 
ruel 011 tanks. whet-.her oont-1mn, liquid or DOt. 'lllhell 
1 t woul4 be prudent to Donault one ot the shipt e ol':fioere. 
In the case 01' the dry tank oonoerued in this oa •• , it ~ 

C. & E. S84. 
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well be that the otfioera oonsidered it to be innooent. In thi. 
01. •• ,.., are DOt aware as to whether Hornby did _ or did not tell 
In;y orfiaer ot hi. intention to open the 1MDhole oo.er in quelt1on. 

'!'he inquest was adjo"·"ed and 1 t is to be relUlDllld at S p.m. 
Thurlday next. 19th V.cambar. 

At Thursday! I prooeeding •• I expeot that" our africen will be 
qu .. tioMd rel;aJ'ding the matter of whether e'IY ship'. offi.er _. 
informed ot our lntenticm. to examir e this tran.CJBI apaoe. 

RtiliQu,p Otfioers .. 11 oter the oountry are well aware that 
qui te larl;8 s.hure. haTe been _de in this type of lpaoe. For 
the intendinl; ._"ler it hal the advant&p of' be~ ... 11 a_y frca 
any of the aooco.o<>dation and would not normally be Tili ted by '""'11' 
..... bero of' the .,.... It il to be regretted that on thi. o.ouion 
we han loat an otticer end but for the taot t.hat there were three 
offi.ers workin!; together we may ha_ lo.t anothar. 

"en it .... obse".d that Hornby _I in diffi.ulti .. , 
Thomson did not hesi tete to go to hia aslistance, and e.en after he 
muat have been a_re that he himself _s passing out, he still tried 
to assiat Hornby. Later when Thonal ..... nt into the tranaom end 
res.ued Thomson and brought Hornby to the hondo of' the people 

• 
above, Thomas did not consider his own persor. l aat.-ty. loth 
otficers, Th.O"'UI and Thomllon did all that wa. to be expected of the. 
in thair attempt to save the life of their .oll ... gqo. . 

• 

• • 
• « 4"4' ... 

c.&: E. S84. 
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