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OBSERVATIONS,
REMARKS and MEANS,

TO PREVENT

S MUGGUL 1IN G

TH E prattice of fmuggling has of late

years, made fuch rapid and gigantic
firides from the fea coalfts, into the very heart
of the country, pervading every city, town,
and village, as to have brought univerfal
diftrefs upon the fair traders, from the moft
opulent and refpeftable, even to the {malleft
fhopkeeper, and requires the united efforts
of every honeft man to aim at the fuppreflion
of it; foreign ftates having been enriched at
the echnce of this country, and the deftruc-
tion of many fair traders.

There are many thoufands of failors em-
ployed in this illicit traffick, moft of whom
are vi€tualled and cloathed, and their veffels
repaired in foreign countries, who would
otherwifebecome filhermen, and ufeful mem-
bers of the community, thereby greatly en-
riching the fea coafls, training up a hardy

2 race
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race of failors and enabling the fea ports, as
heretofore, to-affift the ftate in furnifhing
both fhips and men; but {o long as that per-
nicious praétice continues, fo long will the
parifh rates remain high and a burthen upon
the fair dealer, and the fea ports be unable
to afford any real affiftance.

The fmuggling-cutters,are not only large,
full of men and well armed, but fo well con-
ftru€ted for failing, that feldom one of them
is captured in a year, and thofe which are
taken are frequently permitted to depart
with the lofs only of part of their cargoes, as
an additional encouragement for them to
continue the fame trade; this conduét is pro-
duftive of many inconveniencies, and par-
ticularly to the farmer, who in many places
near the {ea, is unable to find hands to do
his work, whilft great numbers are employed
in removing fmuggled goods from one part
of the country to another.

The fmugglers pay for the articles which
they buy either in cafh, or by the illicit ex-
portation of Englith wool, (no other articles
of any confequence being carried abroad by
them) an injury to the ftaple commodity of
this kingdom, of fo ferious a nature, as to call
on the united efforts of every well-wifher to
his country, to join in the fuppreflion of it.

Smuggling
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Smuggling is arrived to a height unprece-
dented in this or (perhaps) in any other na-
tion in Europe; confequently the quantity
and value of different articles thus illicitly
imported muft be immenfe; and, as they are
paud for erther in fpecie, or by imuggling of
wool, which is worg, this traflic muit greatly
enrich the French, and other nations, and
gradually impoverifh this; and, while the fair
traders are obliged to fuftain various taxes
to fupply fo great a deficiency in the revenue,
they are deprived of their trade by a banditti,
who are become a terror to theking’s officers,
and a peft to the community; fome hundreds
of them having (frequently) been feen affem-
bled together on horfe-back at one place, a
{ortof openrebellion highly inconfiftent with,
and greatly reproach?ul to, civil govern-
ment.

From the beft accounts, there are employ-
edinfmuggling fixty thoufand ofthe youngeft
men and beft able to labour, which we ma
calculate at 1-25th part of the whole of the
labourers in the kingdom; and one hundred
thoufand women and children in retailin
and hawking about the country [pirits ang
tea,

Smuggling is one great caufe of the high
price of provifions, as 1-5th or 1-6th part of
all the horfes kept are for [muggling, }v;rhirch

orfes
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horfes confume more corn than is ufed in the
diftillery; if there was no {muggling we
fhould have no occafion for an importation
of oats at any time. The charge of maintain-
ing, fuppofe one hundred thoufand horfes
at one fhilling per day each horle, annually
amounts to 1,820,000l.

Inftead of a contraband let us have a legal
trade with all our neighbours, and treat with
them, to lower the guties on the manufac-
tures of thefe kingdoms, by lowering and
permiting the manufaétures and produce of
their countries to be imported here, on pay-
ing Imall duties, which will increafe the trade
and commerce of this country, employ the
poor and leflen the parifh rates, to the very
great intereft of the landed property.

By lowering the duties on tea, coffee, and
fpirits, the Weft India trade will be promo-
ted by anincreafe of the confumption of rum,
fugar, and molafles, and in confequence the

eft Indies will take more goods from
hence.

The confumption of rum may be increafed
to four times the prefent importation, if the
making {pirits privately in England and
Scotland,and the fmug 1); g of foreign {pirits
is prevented, and it will greatly promote the
ule of malt liquors, anf of courle increafe
the confumption of malt and hops.
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I prefume that fmuggling is fo much in-
crealed, the revenue w1ﬁ lofe this year full
three millions, which renders the taxes very
unequal and more burthenfome to the
inland parts of the kingdom, as the in-
habitants on the fea coaft have their tea,
{pirits, wine, currants, raifins, ftarch, foap,
china, glafs, and tobacco, moftly fmuggled,
they contribute nothing to the public for
thole articles, and of courle all the inland
counties muft be taxed double in order to
raife the taxes, which is a very great hardfhip.
If all his Majefty’s [ubjeéts were taxed alike
it would make their burthens much lighter.

The fmugglers are taking every method
to increafe their trade, and convey immenfe

uantities of {pirits into London with permits
they get with {pirits bought at the cuftom-
houfe fales, or permits bought in London
for that purpole; they have warehoufes at
proper diftances on the roads, the more eafy
to convey it forwards, as is beft fuitable to
their purpofe.

The fmugglers are a very powerful body,
and can raiﬁe confiderable fums of money on
any occafion that offers to promote their
intereft; they boaft of having difpofed of
large fums in order to prevent any hurt
being done to their trade, at one time g,000l.
was difpofed of. Salittle care is taien to

prevent
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prevent {muggling that there is not one
excife-officer at Sheernefs, where, and in the
river Medway the revenue lofes 50,000l
per annum, and has done for many years
back, which trade has {fo far increafed, as
nearly all the fpirits, wine, tea, tobacco, rai-
fins, &c. confumed in that neighbourhood
are fmuggled, and his Majefty’s thips that
lay there ?or break-waters are made ufe of
for florehoufes, and the people of the dock-
yard are the fmugglers.

The town of Deal at prefent is a free port
for this pernicious trade, great part of which
might be prevented with eafe, and the fmug-
glers fent on board the king’s {hips. They
are very feldom impreft, if they are, by
contriving to get on fhore, the whole body
make a point to get a brother off.

At a Eaiﬁons held at Maidftone in Kent
(alittle time ago){evenof them, able young
men, were convifted and ordered to ferve
his Majefty as failors; by feeing the lieute-
nant procured their enlargement, and are
now employed following this illicit trade as
before.

There are more failors that have been
Imugglers in the fervice of France than Eng-
land, fo that thiscontraband trade is a nurfery
for French privateers ; the French could do
nothing a privateering in the North fea with-

out
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out Englifh failors, as they are acquainted
very little with the coalt to the Eaftward of
Dunkirk. So long as fmuggling continues
to flourith, fo long will the Dutch and
French catch fith on our coaft, the Dutch
have caught in one feafon to the a-
mount of a million fterling, which we can
do much better than they, if we get fome
perfons from Holland to inftruét our people
in curing the herrings.

Ifthe %{heries were encouraged, nature has
been very bountiful to Great Britain, as no
other part of the globe has fuch quantities
of fifh on their coa%l, and yet fhe profits but
little of that bleffing; the people on the
Weftern ifles want to be affifted with falt,
calks, and fmall boats, and they would take
immenfe quantities of herrings; the Orkneys
abound with lobfters enough to ferve all the
markets in Europe, but have not boats to
catch them, a little afliftance would enable
them to eftablifh a confiderable fifhery; if
carried on as it might be, we fhould have
fuch a numerous race of hardy failors as
would make us fuperior to all the world b
fea, and our poor be better fed, clothed,
and cmploycg in carrying fith to foreign
markets, which would be a great encourage-
ment to trade, no other employ whatfo-
ever would fo much fupport the coarfe

woollen
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woollen manufatury as the fithery, and of
confequence the graziers of Lincolnfhire
and Romney Marfh would find a good
market for their coarfe wool. Remember
filhing and {muggling will never flourifh
together.

Both in England and Scotland fmuggling
1s now carried on to a confiderable extent,
greatly promoted by the high duties on
Britifh {pirits; in London and Briftol are
many private diftillers who make large
quantities of Ipirits without paying any
duties, and in Scotland there are upwards
of ten thoufand private flills which make
and fend immen?e quantities of fpirits to
London with fome other that have paid
the duties, to the very great hurt of the
honeft trader, by which praétice the revenue
has been defrauded of upwards of 100,0001.
this year; if fome mode 1s not found to
put a ftop to this illicit trade the duties on
{pirits will come very {hort.

The revenue {uffers great loflesby{eizures,
as the low {pirits bought at the cuftomhoules
are fold again without the permits, and
fironger and better fpirits {fent into the inland
counties with the permits got at the cuftom-
houfes. If {ome fleps are not taken to pre-
vent imuggling the Weft India planters will
be much 1njured, the price of rum very

low
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low, and they will not be able to find a
market in England, unlefs fent to Oftend or
Dunkirk to be fmuggled into Great Britain.
In the year 1777 there were {muggled from
Dunkirk 2,500,000 gallons of geneva, about
which time there were eftablifhed at Gotten-
burg, Newport, Oftend, Dunkirk, and Calais
diﬁﬁleries for making geneva to fupply our
fmugglers with. Geneva is prohibited to be
ufed in the French dominions in favour of
their brandies. Upwards of 4,000,000 gal-
lons of geneva are annually fmuggled, and
about half the quantity of brandy, befides
rum and other {pirits; there were employed
twelve fhips of- 200 tons burthen each, to
fetch rum from the Danifh Weft India iflands
for Guernfey to fmuggle into England.

There are in the county of Kent 1607

ublic houfes, licenced to fell {pirituous
{)iquors by retail, 4821 unlicenced, where
are fold fmuggled {pirits in {mall quantities,
and the poor labouring people aflemble to
drink without being feen by their mafters
or the parifh officers.

In the parifhes of Barming, Eaft and
Weft Farleigh, Loofe, Boughton, Linton,
and Hunton, (near Maidftone,) there are
eleven licenced public houles, and forty-one
private retailers of fmuggled f{pirits; the

B2 greateft
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greateft quantity of which are fold by the
unlicenced houlfes.

If publicans entice people to drunken-
nefs and debauchery, how much more do the
private retailers.

According to the beft accounts from all
parts of the kingdom, the maritime counties
have about the {fame proportion of licenced
to unlicenced houfes as the county of Kent.

Country gentlemen and farmers have their
fﬁirits, teas, wines, &c, much cheaper from
the fmuggler than they can of the fair tra-
der; the poor rates being fo much advanced
by this nefarious commerce, their {pirits, &c.
come very dear to them in the end; which
commerce is likely to increafe (if meansbe
not taken to prevent it); and in confequence
the poor rates.

Can there exift an honell confiderate per-
fon in Great Britain, who upon perufing the
cale is not alarmed with the melanc%xo]
fcene, and does not with by all poffible
means to firike at the root of this infamous
pernicious traffic.

It is propofed more effettually to impede
the exceflive ufe of {pirituous liquors, by
preventing their being made in Great Bri-
tain, without paying the legal duties, or
{muggled from foreign parts, to lower the
duties of Britifh {pirits at the flill head, and

foreign
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foreign {pirits, on importation, and to lay
the duties on retailers.

The praftice of defrauding the revenue
has of late years made a rapid increafe in the
diftillery at fome places inEngland, by which
means many traders have made confiderable
fortunes; the revenue officers that {urvey
them muft be privy, as it is not poflible for
any entered diftiller to defraud the duty
without the knowledge of the officers, the
diftillers taking part of a back and diftilling
it without paying any duty, and fometimes
taking a wﬁo?le back and charge it again; I
am informed a back has been diftilled three
or four times, and the officer only charged
it once; the backs and flills are hurried on,
in order to appear right in the officers books,
by which means they make very bad {pirits;
but as they pay but little duty they can afford
to under eﬁ t{le London diftillery, and pay
fourteen per cent land carriage. It is moftly
in diftilling molafles that the %rauds are prace
ticed, and not fo eafily done in a corn dif-
tillery, as the making {pirits from corn is a
longer procefs in preparing the wafh than
from molafles. A molafles back may be
pitched in a few minutes when a fraud is
intended.

The
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THE PRESENT DUTIES ON SPIRITS, PAYABLE
AT THE STILL HEAD.

1 By12Car.2.c.23.1.7.
2 By12Car. 2.c. 24.1.21.
g By 12,13W.3.¢c.1 {1,
4 By 4 Ann.c. 11. 1. 2.
§ By 8 Ann.c. 7.1 1.
6 By 16 Ge. 2.c. 8.f.z§
not paid in Scotland
7 By 19G. 2. ¢c. 12.1. 24.
8By24Gzc4of1§
not paid in Scotland
9 By 33 Geo. 2.¢c. g.{. 1.
10 By 2 Geo. 3.¢c. 5. 1. 1.
11 By 20 Geo. 3.

And three five per cents

Rum pays 6s. 11d. L

From Corn, FromMolafles
f'\./\/'\ r'\/\/\

L. W.iSpiritsL. W .|Spirits
5o di s d | 50 di}s. d.
0001 |oo0j0 1t
00010 o0{0 1
0100 |0 4{00O0
o000 |o 2|00
0001|0001
o103 |o 6lo g
I I
003'0150000
I 1
0 130 43/0 0[O0 O
o5/t3]13(o0o8
011(03 |o glo e
0103 /0ogloze
o112 9 |2 g|1 6

3 per gallon on 1mportauon

French brandy and all other fpirits gs. 6d. £ ; per

gallon.

Tea
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TeasoLp BY THEInp1ACoMPANY FROM MARCH
1778 TO SEPTEMBER 1782 INCLUSIVE.

Month. Year. 1b of Tea. Total.
March 1778 2,453,000

September 1778 2,237, ooo% 4,690,000
March 1779 3,140,000) £ 6.0 500
September 1779 3,472,000

March 1780 3,937,000

September 1780 3,545, oooi 7:482,000
March 1781 2,181,000 18,000
September 1781 2,731,0008 49
March 1782 2,810,000

September 1782 3,360,000§ 6,170,000

Average price of tea, as fold at the Eaft India
houfe, and duty charged on each fort for eleven
years. In twenty-two fales, March fale 1769 to
September fale 1779 inclufive, difcount dedutted.
Average prices of tea received by the Eaft India
company, out of which they pay prime coft, cuftom,
freight, and charges on merchandize:

Bohea. Congou.  Hyfcn. Pckoe. Singlo. Souchong
Per 1b net.

25 4d3—4s 2df—9s odj—4s 6dI—4s 6df—5s 4d;.

The publlc revenue received for tea at the
abovementioned prices, confumed in Great Britain
the following {ums per 1b grofs, out of which only
clerks wages are to be paid.

Bohea,  Congou.  Hyfon.  Pekoe.  Singlo.  Souchong,
Per Ib grofs.

23 4d+—3s 4d;—6s odj,—gs 7d;—3s6dL—3s 1d},

The king’s “duties on tea have amounted to
700,000l. per annum, in future the king’s duties
will be for cuftom on tea 2l. 16s. 3d. per cent.
on the grofs amount ; excife on ditto 271. 10s. per
cent. and 1s. 1d, ; per Ib grofs
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AccounT oF THE TEA IMPORTED IN THE YEAR
1766 BY THE FOoLLOWING NATIONS,

Nations. Ib.of Tea., Total.
Englith  6,000,0001
Dutch 4,500,000
Swedes 2,400,000 17,400,000
Danes 2,400,000
French 2,100,000
Confumed by the Englifh 12,000,000
reft of Europe 5,400,000
Confumption in Britain
was increafed in the »13,190,993
year 1778 to
Whereof was fmuggled 10,738,155
In 1769 were fold at our 8
Eaft India Houfe 9:3%4,522
In1777 — — —_  5:545.752
In 1769 were imported
by the Dutch, Danes,| 5,504.733
Swedes, and French
Which increafed in the
year 1777 to g 16,138,155
1b. of Tea
Of which was imported by the Dutch 3,997,948
French 6,274,846
Dane 2,967,867
Swede 2,897,494

N. B. The net duties in 1769 was 1,392,1561.
and in 1777 was 904,4491.—Decreafe of the fales
at the India Houfe in 1777 of 3, 838,770, confe-
quently a decreafe in duty of 487,7071,

By
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By this account the increafe is in favour
of the French, to keeping up their Eaft India
trade, and the very great lofs of our com-
pany, with the outfit of the profits to the
nation in general.* If there was no fmug-
gling our Eaft India company would em-
ploy twenty-eight fhips to China inftead
of nine, maned with three thoufand three
hundred failors, exclufive of the private
trade in teas brought legally and illegally
into Europe; the Englifh {hips have often
brought from 1000 to gooo chefts of un-
regiftered tea each; foreign captains bring
large quantities, which they either fmuggle
on our coaft or throw into the fea, their
punifhment being fevere to carry any home.
If this part of [muggling was prevented
would it be of any advantage to the French,
Swedes, Dutch, or Danes to continue a
trafhic to China?

The lofs to the public on 1000 chelts of
hylon tea fmuggled is above 20,000l. Al-
though only 13,190,9931bs of real tea ap-

ears to be confumed annually in Great
grltain, &c. exclufive of private trade, yet it
is calculated that upwards of 24,000,0001bs
of tea are confumed in Great Britain and
her dependencies, c%n{'equently the reft ml;)ﬂ:
e

* The French drink very little tea, upwards of {ix millions
of this quantity was intended to ferve our fmugglers,
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be afh, floe, and other leaves, dyed to repre-
fent it.

The fair traders are burthened with high
duties and obliged to be under very trouble-
fome excife laws; they humbly hope for
proteétion which they have a right to expett,
that they may have liberty to maintain their
families, and means may be thought of to
Erevent a lawlefs banditti overruning the

ingdom, as they are enemies within our-
felves, ready on every occafion to carry in-
telligence to foreign ones, and who contri-
bute nothing to the public, but are a means
to increafe the parifh rates and debauch the
lower order of the people. So little care
is taken to prevent this traffic that the nifk
is not equal to the honeft traders, who are
obliged to maintain the poor, whilft they
in general pay no poor rates.

f the 160,000 that now carry on this
trade were employed in fifhing, agriculture,
&c. the labour of 60,000 men at one fhillin
and fixpence per day, and the women an
children at fixpence per day each, amount
to 2,464,000l. annually, what an emolu-
ment to the trade and commerce of the
kingdom! from thofe who are now fup-

orted in drunkennefs, rioting, and de-
auchery by this iniquitous traffic, obvi-
oufly produétive of fo numerous a train of
evils,
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evils, that prudence, common honefty,
decency, order, and civil government
united, cry loudly for redrefs.

I am of opinion, after thirty years re-
marks on this trade, the beft, and moft
certain method to prevent it, and to in-
creale the revenue, is to lower the duties,
and, if neceffary, to pafs fome of the follow-
ing, or nearly fimilar claufes into a law.

1ft. As all fmuggling veflels are known
when they are in any port, they are to be
ftoped, the mafter and crew to give fecurity
or Ee committed, to be difcharged only by
a legal trial,

2d. Veffels with Eaft India goods in
fmall packages, or fpirits in cafks, under
one hundred gallons, of what{oever tonnage,
or wherever Found to be forfeited. Under
the prefent law they are not forfeited, unlefs
found within two leagues of our fhore.

%d. Perfons conveying fmuggled goods
to be ftoped and committed, and, if found
guilty, to be imprifoned or fent abroad;
perfons conduéting others with contraband
?oods, or making any {ignals, to be deemed
mugglers, and fuffer accordingly.

N. B. The a& of the 1gth o% George 111,
fays, two or more going armed or dif-

guiled.
Ce 4th.
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4th. Perlons aflembled at any public or
private houfes, or fhall be on any road or
other place, having load faddles, large whips
or ﬁicis, to be tal%en up and carried before
a juftice of the peace, and if they cannot
give a fatisfactory account of fome lawful
eraployment, to be fent to ferve his majefty.

sth. Perfons making fignals by any fort
of fire by night, or moai, or otherways
in the day on the fea coafl, to be fined and
imprifoned. : s

6th. Farmers fuffering any engine on their
land to affift in imuggling, or harbouring
fmugglers, permitting them to put their
horfes in their flables or fields, or fhall fuf-
fer them to conceal their goods on any part
of their premifes, to be fined.

th, Officers put on board of a veflel,

fuffering any §oods to go out of the veflel,
to be fined and imprifoned with the mafter
and failors concerned, and if the mafter has
any fhare in the veffel, to forfeit it.

8th. Ofhcers not taking veflels or boats
that they have feized goods out of, or ap-
prehending and fecuring the mafter and
men, to be cafhiered and imprifoned.

gth. No veffels to import foreign fpirits
from any part of Europe, without firft tak-
ing out a licence and giving bond to pay
the duties.

1oth.
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1oth, Officers not profecuting the veflel,
mafter, and failors, or feizing the horfes
and men from whom they have taken any
goods, to be cafhiered and imprifoned.

11th. Officers that fhall negle to take
up and profecute any perfon or perfons
they fhall have feized goods from, or any
horfes that have carried {muggled goods,
to be cathiered and imprifoned.

12th. Officers to be intitled to the whole
of the veflels and cargoes, provided they
bring in the mafter and crew.

13th. That no fhip or veflel be permited
to receive any goods from foreign veflels
at fea, or to land any goods but at the law-
ful places.

14th. A general pardon for all offences
committed againft the laws of excife and
cuftoms, by unlawful importations.








