
NOTICE BY COMMISSIONERS OF CUSTOMS AND EXCISE. 

TRAFFIC WITH IRISH FREE STATE. 

I.-GENERAL. • 

I. The Commissioners of Customs and Excise announce that RS 

rl'Om 1st April, 1923. traffic with the Irish lil'ee State whether by 
:'lea, 01' across t he land boundary between ,the F ree State und 
~orthern JJ'eland, will for all purposes be Imports and exports 
subject to the Customs Ja.ws and regulations applicablo to oversee:;; 
tmdo. 

2. Date of chaH(fc.- The chonge will have effect as from midnight 
on 31st March, 1923. Any ships 01' conveyances which arrived in 
Ol'ent Bl'itoin or Northern Ireland ft'om the Free State before t hat 
j irne, and t he goods contained in them, will be treated RS having 
arrived coastwiso. Similarly, uny ships departing, or any conveyances 
crossing I.he land·front,ier, for the FJ'ee State before that time, and 
the goods contained in t.hem, will be t.reated as deporting coastwise, 
But RTI'ivais or departure of ships, conveyances, 0 1' goods sitel' 
midnight on 31st March, 1923, will be subjected to the overseas 
trado procedure, e.g., spirits, boor 01' tobacco arriving 01' departing 
fl'om 01' to the Free State will be spirits, beet, or tobacco imported Ot' 

CXpOl'tod n.s t.he case may bo, and will be troated accordingly. 

3. Sea and Land 'PTaffw.-In the matter of sea t raffic there will 
be littlo, novelty in Customs procedure; in the matter of la.nd traffic 
the ~I'?mary In~ and procedure will be adapted to m eet the special 
l'Olu ht lOllij obtoming, C~rtain temporary arrangemonts have been 
Inode by agrooment with t he Free State Customs and Excise 
authorities to facilitate the treatment of dutiable goods at the outset 
whether card ed by sea or by land, 

4. Trade between Great Britain and ) lorlhern i relaml.-It will bo 
u~derstood that traffic between Northern Ireland and Great Britain 
\\,1 11 rClno ',11 ~ . III , .. coas"wlse tl'a . c ; the arrangements for obtaining 
:-.t~tl f;hcs of removals of dutiable goods (Bee Customs Leaflet No. 75) 
wl~1 c?nti nu6 in respect of trade botween Northern Il'cland and Great 
Ill'l tt\ln. 
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II.-SEA TRAFFIC. 

5. Reports, J/cmijeai8, E1Jlries and Spccifi~a{i~n8.-.CJhjps arriving 
from or departing io tho Free SLate after rrud.r~lght on 31st March. 
1923, must:. report or clear as, the case I"?-ay be, Ul tho usual manna,r. 
llnd comply with all t.ho ordmal'Y reqwrements of C~toms Law In 

that regard. Roports and entries (inwards) and manifests, shipping 
bills, and spec ifications (out.wards) must be lo?g~. and arrangement" 
roade for tho opening of packages for exanunatlon. 

6. J)uliC8 and Dtowbacks.-Customs duties will be charged. 
drawbacks paid and ex portation.<o from bonded warehouse allowed 
in accordanco with t.ho provir;ions of the Customs Acts. Special 
aLLention ix, howover, ch'awn to the temporary arrangoments in the 
maLLeI' of dutiable goods described in paragraphs 18- 20 below. 

7. 1.'rall81tipmcllt and 2'ransil.- The ordinru'Y regu.1ations will 
npply io goods impol,tatl at ports in Great Bl'ita in 01' Northern 
JI'eland and cOllf'lignod to the ]i'roo State. 

S. Pa88cl1(Jcr8,- P nssengers and their baggage wiU be liable to 
Customs exnminnt ion Bnd duty ",ri ll be payable on customable 
orticlos brollght by t.hem or in their baggage, 

, 9. A CCOl1U~~tiol1,-At ~ome ports it may be necessary for 
rfillw,ay or ~hlppmg compalllcs, I?ort authorities or otber parties to 
provide bullulIlga, acconunodatlOll, and o ther facilities for the 
lond,~g and shipping of goods, their examination and custody whilo 
nWlutlllg oloarance, togot her with offices, otc" for the Customs 
officers employod, 

III.- L",/D TRAFFIC. 

l ~ , Legal :!tttliority,- Lcgnl authority for the special Customs 
~~·~Iull'l:mont.s III the matter of land boundary traffic between the 

I 00 :Sl~to and NOlthcrn Ireland will be contained in Statutor 
H?sullltlOll!:l ,to be m~de under Section 4 of the Irish Free S Y 
(;ollfwquontml Provisions) Act 1929 llld P hi' I 1 I tate ,_, \.I IS lee ater. 

11. Nulc8 are Himilar to th08efor S .tT ,h ' , , 
(lice pUI'ogl'nph 3) tho StatutoI' ' R cc: ,OJjIC.-:AB already mdlcatcd 
1.10 nil ndnptlltiOIl of t ho ord ' ) egu atlOns w111, broadly speaking, 
Hpovio l conditions of l'uilway ,~I~~r~o~~~O:; pl'?~edure . to meet the 
the sohomo Ol'O liot out in the immediat 1 c. Ih~ muUl reatm'es of 

12, App-rolJfd ROlltf8 The ' e ,Y succeeding paragraphs. 
t ha ~nnd boulldnry of all ';erchn:;~~or(tavOl~ and export-ation across 
ctu'rlod by farmers for market in \is,a o t lCl t1~a? farm produce when 
npprovod hy t ho lluu.rd of C g) nU be prohibited except by routes 
bo approvod rout~ but onl '"IS tOl~ ~d Excise, All railways will , Y le prlllClpal ds . routo thero will be a BOW1d roa . On each approved 

nry post and a Gusto St' 
13, Imporkltwm,- Evor' rs "ms ntlOn. 

(other than form produco) P? . on conveymg Imported merchandi!=:e 
l ,t " os 11\ paragraph 19 ) • 

IltL'i carry \nth hun a Can'e' R , - across the bOWldarv 
must p resent this r61>ort to I t~ s ~port U1 duplicate. The Carrier 
po4, who will rutUrll OM co ,~e stoms.offioer at the Boundary­
mw;t then pr~ forthwitl;)b .Ot~he carrier as a pass. The carrier 

) e approved route to the Customs 
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station nnd present the goods thel'o for examination. In the case 
of imports by rnilway. tho conior's obligations will rest upon the 
guard of the train. At the Cus toms Station, entries On the ordinary 
forms (duty. froo, removal for warehousing. &0., 88 the case may 
be), lUust be presented to the Cust.o~ Officers and the necessary 
examination and payment of duty (If any) made. 

14. Exporlation.-EvoJ'Y person (or the guard of every train) 
conveying merchandise (other than farm produce as above) int.ended 
for exportation across the boundary must carry with him, and 
present at the C.ust0r:ts Stati,on on ~he approv~d route whicl~ I~e uses, 
n Carrier's Manifest m dupllcato, signed by hun and contalOmg the 
some information as the Inward Report (Bee parngraph la ). One 
copy of the Manifest will be rotul'Iled to him for presentation at the 
Bow1Clal'y-post. In addition, Shipping Bills for each consignment 
of drawback and bonded goods and other goods requiring to be 
pre·entered before export.ation must be lodged by the exporter or 
his agent at the Customs Station at the time of, or before the 
presentation of, the merchandise at the Station. In the case of 
free goods, the specification is to be delivered within six days at the 
Customs Station. 

15. Farm Produce carried by Farmers f or Alarkcting \"ill be 
specially treated . It will be allowed to be imported or expO! ted 
by any road. whether approved or not, and will be exempt [rom the 
fulll'oquil'ements as to Report, etc. These arrangements, ho'wevor, 
will not apply to any article which may be prohibited or be liable 
to duty. 

16. Personal Effecf.s.-The restrictions as to approved routes, 
and the full requirement,s as to entry, etc., will not in pract ice, be 
npplied to importations and e}>Q)ol'tations of small quont,ities of 
goods carried by travellers [or their personal consumption during a 
jow'ney, or to privately-owned household effects, 01' to small private 
purchases of groceries and other domestic supplies, though dutiable 
IH't icles must be declared, and duly paid as neces.~al'y. D eliveries 
by I'etnil tradesmen 01' common carrieJ's will be treated OB merchandise 
und may only be imported 01' exported by approved routes and 
under the regular conditions. 

~7. Hours.-Customs Stations will be open fot· the receipt of 
entrIes and the examina.tion and clearance of goods, within proscribed 
hours daily. Carriers who may require the attendance of Customs 
?~mcers outside hours. will be charged with the expenses involved. 
Ihe hol.U'S between wluch the appl'oveci routes between the Boundary. 
post an~ the Customs Station may be used for import or e1l.-port 
traffic will be regulated accordingly. Special arrangements may be 
made as regards trains, 

IV.-TEMrORARY AnRANGElIENTS nEGARDL~G DUTIABLE GOODS. 

18. Special A ·rrangemenl8.-The following arrangements are 
temporary, and are intended to facilitate trade in dutiable goods at 
the outset of the change. The Irish Free State will make the same 
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concessions in 1'Q.<;poot of goods imported from Ureat Bl'itnin 01' 
NOl'thcl'U Iroland, and omcers of Customs and Excise in Groat 
Britain and Northern Iroland will give Cel,tificates of the kind~ 
explained, ior presentation to tho Il'lijh Froo State OfTicers. 

10 . .l.llodified import Examimaion.-Dutiable goods 6xportC'd 
f['om the Jrish 11'1'00 State under bond from the importing ship's side, 
01' fa'om n bonded warehouse 01' on dl'awbnck. will be admitted into 
Ureat Bl'itain 01' NOl'thom Ireland, subject to n modified impol't 
examination, providod that thoro is annexed to t,ho relative impol't. 
entry. wheth~r prime 01' warohousing, n. cOl'tificnte fl'om the CtlstOITIR 
and Excise Officers in the Irish Free State, giving full pal'tlcuial'S of 
each package 88 asceri,ainoo by such officors at Lhe time o( landing 
ox ship, removal (rom warehouse, or examination (01" drawback, as 
the case may be. 

20. Gel't.ijicale8 of Aye of ,5'1)il'its.- CerLificates by the CU.stOIllS 
nnd Excise Officers in the I.I'i;.;h FJ'ee State as to the ago of spirits 
expol'ted to Great Britain 01' Northern Iroland, based on existing 
regulations governing the maliw'ity o( spirits for pllfPOses of clearance 
for home coll&wnpt.ion, will be accepted as evidence of ago. 

Custom HOllso, 
I .. ondon, E.C. 3, 

Mm'ch, 1923. 
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