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TUESDAY,18FEBRUARY,1~ 

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS 
OF KNIGHlHOOD. 

S J,--_J D_' S W 1t. WTug 8 CIMQ(¥. • ••
18th February, 1958. 

The QUEEN has been gracioualy pleased to 
sive otdera for the lUldermentioned a~·.meot to ""the 'U..-~ n....a_ the 

,m,un ..... 'I.n~ 
British Empire. and for the foUowinI award8 
of the British Empinl Medal 
To b« an A4didonal Member ot the Ci'.,U 

Division of the Mo" Exulknt Or4. of the 
B 'oZ_L E'_' , r_Jl--...• n'f#R .t::.nIplTe. ItN ""'-':T:­

Dam Henry JoHNSTON. District Iospeetor.
Royal Ulster Cooatabulary. n............non. ....,......... 
County TyroDe. 

AwarUd the IJrltI.rh Empire Medal for 
Gallantry (CM! Division): ­

William James DJc.I:.SON. Sergeant. Royal
UJster CoDltabulary. Caledon. County
Ty:rooe. 

Di8b::ict 1Dspeet.o1: 10hnstoo" together with 

Sergeant Dickson. lour Constables and twoSpecial Coaatablel. set cif to investipto a 
reported obstruction across a road over a 
brldp. Tbere were two trees lyina 8CI'088 
the road, one at each end of the b.ridae. 
la the cenCl'e of the bridse was a woocten 
butter box with a piece of safety fuse. which 
had apparently burned out" protruding from 
a hole in the side of it the D.istrlct In­
apector ordeRd his party back from lUe 
obatrudion aad posted sentries in c:a.so of 
ambush. He and Sergeant DictIon then 
examined the box. Tbcir suspicions 'fI'ef.'e 
aroused and from what they saw they were 
convinc:ed it was some form of anti-per­
sonncl device. The rest of the party took 
00YeI' while Jolmstotl and Dic::Qoo. lifted 
too box and carried it into a nearby field. 
110 that the road could be re-opened to 
traftie. One of tbe Constables then tbrew 
a larae rock at the bo~ from behind. cover 

and it burst open but there was no ex­
plosion. Sergeant Dicboo and DiItrlct 
Inspector Johnston thereupon immediatelywent up to the box ancI the C!_..t a-...... 

--....- ............ 

to remove the cantenfl. There were twenty-
five sticks of plignite and twenty.four stones 
(i tended t d ._...-.L of *'--.-....nmoo UJV 'III'U~ IPIIGt"_/' An
electric detonator had been insctced in one 
of the Iticb of gelignite. At the bottom 
of the box was the e~loding devH:e. Had 
the box not been lifted very canfuDy an 
electrical cireuit would have been completed
and the ptipite exploded with ine'ritably
fafal 

consequences for anyone nearby. Both. 
District Inspector Jotmston and SergeantDicbon abowed great oo~ and a \-et:y 
hjgh sen.s& of duty in dealing with what 
they riahtly cotasidcpd to be an extremely 
dangerous exp'lolWe device. The District 
Inspector displayed initiative and high quali. 
ties of lead.ership in directing the whole 
opcntion wbile at the same time playing a 
major part in the physical handling of tbe 

=_~dcol~!:'m·nt ..~ydi'!::aw:'tli~ 
U&U _aov ,""",,LIAU. _ 1.1,11; 

device and renderiol it ha.rmlea 

Awarded the Britillt. Empire Medal fOl' 
Gallantry (CMI Divtrlon):­

John Rces THoMAS, Preventive Officer. Board 
of Customs and Excise. Birkenheacl. 

Oeorge Elrick 1'B:o.MSON. Assistant Preventive 
0fIic:er "D__-' of
Birbnh~(Cheshiro.curoms and Excise. 

Mr. Thomaon and another Assistant PIe­
ventive Officer were ensaaed in rumma&inl 
duties OD board a steamship at Bidaton 
Dock. Birkcnhead. DuriDI their routine 
seazch for contraband they opened an in­
spection cover in the top of an unused and 
lmlialDd compartment about 10 feet deep.
Thomsoots colleague lowered hlmself OD to 
a ladder inside the compartment but the air 
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was foul aDd he collapsed into the water 
which was covering the bottom. Seoina the 
man in a dazed condition. lying OD IWJ back 
in about two feet of water. Thomson im­
mediately daceDded and took hold of him. 
0wiD1 to the ladt of OXfSen Tbomson 80011 
bepn to lose conttol of himIelf. but be 
continued,. even when semi-conscioua. to 
keep the other man'. head above water. 
T.IliCe other per80DB made atulmpts to 
teICUC the 08iCers but they were fotted by 
the bad air to withdraw from the compart­
ment before they could take effective action. 

A rope was lowered to Tbomson but 'by 
this time be was Dot sufllciently c:oascious 
to be able to tie it around. his compauion. 
Thomas then arrived and appreciating the 
critical condition of both men. immediately
tied a rope around bis own waist and went 
down iDto the compartment. He was able 
to band out 'I'homIOn. by then WlCODSCious. 
and before be bi.maelf lost coD8Ciousness to 
pass a rope around the other 0tBcet. Botb 
were then pulled. out of the compartmeo.L 
Thomson and Thomaa recovered. The other 
OfIloer died of asphyxia. 
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