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Lon'g-time members of the History Network will know that John was the Newsletter's original 
editor (1996-2002) and remains a regular contributor to the publication. When he first told me 
some years ago that he was considering writing about the beer fraud, I remember thinking that "it 
might produce a few pages of information. 

Well, we all make mistakes and in the event, John's booklet runs to 42, with no less than 19 
appendices, the latter including a full transcript of the trial proceedings produced in The 
Scotsman of March 1935. John has the knack of taking a single relatively small topic and, through 
painstaking research and clever juxtaposition of his own narrative, appropriate illustrations and 
offitial documents, revealing a wealth of inter~sting detail, rather as a geologist may start with 
an unpromising looking piece of rock and, through careful and diligent application of his hammer, 
uncover a remarkable and complete fossil beneath the mineral's surface. 

What is so satisfying about the EBDF (forgive my use of initials - the sign of a serving officer in 
HMRC!), i~ that it can appeal both to a general reader and one who is either knowledgeable about, 

or deeply interested in the intricate workings of the Excise Department, and specifically those 
officials tasked with controlling the workings and duty payments of breweries under their 
supervision. Rather as a museum provides more or less detailed descriptions of its pieces 
according to the level of interest or time available to its visitors, so John presents us with an 
'outline of his fraud, backed up by the detail contained in its appendices. 

Well done, John. I look forward keenly to your next piece of research. Mark Bullen (Editor) 

The' deve'lopment of the new_refurbisile~ mus-eum .moves on.-We',are at theJinat 'design-~, age navy, 
. ,Finished copy is being preparecfand what an agoni'sing'process 'thfs can be. Few visitors will realize-::tfle 
,heated debate'~'nd discussion to agree. final wording' and still fewer visitors will pr6ba~ly read ~! .. 
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Spurcing a vast range of image_s from,taullchfng a "lugger ·a1 Deal, traderyi~its 'in' .th~ 1960's> toih~ 
,modern department today, is another-pressing challenge. The photo archive held in store has proved 
an invaluable source. The new museum will re'f!e,ct the wider cj~partr:nent b,ut th~ primary objec~$ remain 
the seizlJ..r~s an.i:t concealments and fray~-Ijnked items'- ' , .' - .- . . ' . 

In November we wiU be selecting the, final objects from the, OW at Custom House for our drugs, 
coun~erfeit and wea'pons displ~y;=;. A -range of inter~9tive.s wi!! Qe. offere~ aimed _at all ages from 
gauging, landing cargoes to co'mmahding a cutter. Last chance to sE?e ,the existing' displays' as they 
close end of November and we '.re-ope·riwjth the'flew offer in May 200$. Everybody welc'om~! . 

You can obtain a complete set of back numbers, in a thennal binding cover, by sending an A4 SAE plus £3,90 to John Pink, 
6 A/illS Court, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surl'ey, KT6 4BE 

If you would like to be on the mailing list, please drop a line to: Karen Bradbury, Curator, HM Customs & Excise Natiol!'a[ 
Museum, c/o Merseyside Maritime Museum, Dock Traffic Office, Albert Dock, Liverpool, L3 4AX 

Please send any items for the newsletter to: Mark Bullen HM Revenue & Customs, 2 Rivergate, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS 1 
6EJ (Tel: 0117 372 2237) or e-mail Mark at: mark.bullen@hmrc.gsLgov.uk 
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