
H.lI.R. C. "VIGILANT,I! 

CO),D,W."l8R · S STAli"DI!'G (lIUERS 

r'rnST OFFICER 

The First Officer is to b~ rc~"polJeible for 

(1) ma intenance of up-~-,er deck, hull, boats, life- saving oquip:lent, d~ck 
stores end the cleanliness of the ship; 

(2) the ca.rrying out of a stbJ1dard harbow- routine and pJ.'epo.ration of 
duty lL ts for all officers and r.Jen , exhibited where thc.:,' can 
best be !Jeen ;-

(i) Whilst at Southampton he i:; to see that the ship' s 
company i:3 on bourd duri ng tho proper hours . 

(H) An;j r elaxation i ll hours of attendance for any special 
reason mU3t be reported to me us soon us !'O~~ible , 

(Hi) Any time off granted to the sh ip ' s comprulY or to the 
whole at' a depurimcnt flS cOJ:'Ipensation for ex tra hours 
worked ut sea is to be recorded in the Log Book: , 

(J) recording of all cases of sickness or nccident in a 3pecial book, shovtine 

(i) dates; 

(ii) nuture of oickncss ; 

(Ui) treatment given if sick on board . 

( 4) medicine chest (apart froi:'\ dangerous drugs whic:t are ,,,y r.:lspons i bility); 

(5) fire IInd boat station lists being correct up to time of deps rturc frail 
Southampton on eaoh occasion; 

(6) s ee in,. that the presr:ribE;d uniform i s WOI1l by t hl} crew at .. 11 times on 
board ship, and. that their appearance about tieck:., particularly in 
port , 1 reesonably tidy . 

SECOND OPFlCER 

The Second Officer 1:3 to be r esponsible for :-

(1) radio telephone and V. H.P. equipment , radv..r , Decca navigatOl', ocho­
sounding machine , anti ull nllvigational equipncnt, 3CCin[:. that the 
Dece& navigator ia sYli tched on ho.lf aH hour befor .. ailin" lined up 
and chcckeCi, and that all navi~ational equipment i15 r.:.a~ fo!" u~e . 

(2 1 obtainin,:" & time s i Zllal and corr<.:ctinL all clocks in the shi!, daily , 

The bridge and engine roan clocks nre to bc: corrected and 
sj'nclu:onised from tho chronometer deck watch ten minuteD b(;forc 
s8ilinL, the foct r03ported to ,It: end recorded in the 1.0, Boo:c . 

() charts, sailing directions, and light lists, an(j their pl"O:>er cO!"),'(:.;;tion. 
ric: should see thr t :-

( i) all ch!'rt3 1"oquir(;d t '01" cach pnssr.ge or o rluocl..l in tho 
WhE;dhoust; draYlc l' in the order in 'r'lhich the,i' will be 
r equired; 



(ii) they.~ cleaned eff ot the end of e=h p'''",e and 
returned to the chart f olios ; 

(Hi) High W{'ter times at Dover and t he next port of cul are 
wri tten et the top of the pa&,-e in the bridge note book 
before sPil ing; ond 

( iv) t he times of sunset are posted in the wheelhouse during 
the ship' e stay in port . 

(4 ) placing binoculars and other valuable equipment used on the bridge under 
lock end key whilst the :;hip is in harbour; 

(5) recording all official correspondence , board ' s files , e tc " in the 
proper book showi ng dates of receipt and despatch, and ensuring that 
the book containing details of the ship' C Cailpany is kept up to date . 

The Chief Engineer is to be responsible for : -

(1) the effici ent rwming of his O\'m depertment Dnd the maintenance of 
lSl.D'lch machinery, windlass and capstan; 

(2) keeping me informed of fuel and water requi:remenbj 

(.3) infonning me as to any leave he proposes to gr-ent to members of' his 
department • 

.All off'icer s should ml..t.ke themselves thoroughly familiar with the runn~ and 
handling of the ship ' s launches and ensuring that they ere properly f'ueleu and 
equipped. 

When a launch leaves the ship without e. ship's officer in charge , the duty 
offi cer is to ensure that the coxswain reports for orders before leaving the ship. 
He is to be instructed "here to land end the time to leave shore , also as to al'\Y 
navigational hazards in the area. He is also to be instructed to observe due 
cflut i on, and to reduce speed if he observes divers working in tLc harbwr or ships 
displaying the flag siBrull "T .E." . 

The duty officer shuuld ensure the coxswain of the launch is correctly d..1"eaaad. 
and the boat ' s ensign is hoisted between sunrise and sunse t . Soat ' s navigation 
lights are to be disple,yed between s,maet and sunrise. A boat's lead line is 
alweys to be in the boat when in unfwilisr waters. 

When away fran Southrunpton a deck officer is always to be on deck if : ­

(i) colours are due to be hoistQd;01o ~. 

(11) ~t!.11 is hoisted or lowered; 

(iii) (lllcbor lights are son tched on or off. 

The position of the shin is to be fixed at half- hourly intervals . I run to 
be cl'lled at any time if in doubt about the ship ' s position or in a.ru' cirCl.l!llgtances 
which moy require my presence on the bridge . In an emergency when seconds count, 
do not hesitate to manoeuvre or stop the engines before ciUling me . 

The co:rrpass e rror is to be checked frequently and errors entered in the book 
provided for the purpose . 

A look- out is to be closed up forward in fog or conditions of poor visibility. 



· The largest scale chnrts on board are a lwcys to b e used and the chort in use 
1.S to be the only one on thu table . 

\vh~n navigating by Radnr or DecclI , vi:mnl fixes should be tru-:en na frequently 
ns posS1.ble es a check. 

At Southrunpton the hours of ettendvnce will norr,w.lly be fran 9 a .m. to 5 p . nt., 
Mond£tY to Friday. end 9 <I .m. to 1 p . m. on Saturday. Of':Cicers should make a point 
of being punctual Bnd thus set a good exampl e to e.ll on board. 

Officers will not normally b E; expected to keep night watches on board c.t 
Southampton except in speCia l circunstences. Should thi s be necessary the equive.lent 
time off mny be taken as convcnient Clnd subject to Il\Y approval. 

See.:nen will te.ke turns in performing night duty botvrocn the hours of 4 p . m. 
£Ond a e.. m. In no:nnnl circumstances onc only is required on boord, but in vcr:! bad 
weather or other speci a l occClsions 1 t may be necessary to ir.crc nse the wntch to 
two men. I, or in IIlY abscnce the First Off icer , will decide when this i s necessery . 
A duty list is to be pr epnred end posted on the notice bonrds by thc First Off icer. 

\lhen in harbour aW€3 f r an Sou thrunpton in an exposed Cllchorage . e.n officer ' s 
1l.nchor "Iatch is lIlwnys to be kept . In n woll-sheltered lIJ1chornge this wateh DaJ' 
be confined to f\ sesman on the bridge ... rith AA officer ohecking Mchor bee.rings each 
we.tch Old being rep.dily avnilable i f r equired . When secured to Cl buoy in a 
sheltered hm-bour one officer only of either brp.nch is to remain on board after 
working hours , excepting when Revenue requirements llllIke it necessE\I'"j to retain 
off icfirs on duty, e . g . to make a bont avai lable . 

When l:loored t o the quo,y the duty officcr will be responsible for the shipping 
and unshipping of the gl'lIlgwa,y f'Jld the provision of the regulation night light. 

The at t ention of l'.1l offiocrs is drl"WI1 to the directions of Esu.blishr.lent 
Instructions, Volume 6, peragrophs 41 to 54, with rE:gord to the procedure to bc 
followed in c ases Vlhere members of the crew !'.Te gui! ty of misconduct or grave 
irregulnri ty . 

Where a rremoor of the crew is found to be unr:ri.stekenbly under thc influence 
of drink or drugs when on duty the procedure of pare.grcph 44 is to be strictly 
observed. In the event of a member of the crew being under the influence of drink 
or drugs when off duty , e . g . on r eturn to the shi p from shore lec.ve, every 

~~~~~~~e~s t~O h~: $ n (\~ ~~:~ ~s c~:;~!Y o~~ ~~!y o;f;~~:~~' the H~e:~~l!"l 
watch, fmd the circumstances reported to me or too scmlor officer on board. 

THESE ClRIERs ARE FRAMED AS A GENERAL GUIDE TO OFFICERS' DUTIES .AND SHOULD BE 
R?.;.D IN CONJl.lK:TION WITH "INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFICERS OF' "VIGIlAnT" 1f...JICii mLL S::ORTLY 
BE ISS1J'<'..D BY THE 90ARD. 

Approved proVisionally pending isnue 
of official instructions by the 
Boerd. 

1 et Jenunry, 1954. 
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