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The Hexnsurable Comudasionsrs ,
Customs and Sxelae,

Honourable Sirs,

emrn mﬂw
B'hd Rege Opav JeRe Thomas P,0,

»e ¢.BE. Thomsen A,P.0.
se 7. Gl@'pﬂt AJP.O4
'K eﬂ ﬂﬁ!ﬂb" ‘IB.QI

B'hd Bdg Orew L. Kem$ P.0,
) " BeKe Bul'til ALY e

From the npnts atiached it will be scen that the Bge Crew arrived
on board the wessel st or sbopl. Sedjem on the {2th knmsx Decsmber, The Bdg Ofrisecs
were alrusdy on beard dealing e the arew declaration,

. ¥Whilst ﬂn.mrk WAl precesding the Rge A.P.0,'s ommsencsd epereations
and all three of tham exsmined the steering compariment, Hormby end Bhomeon sxexined ithe
mats ssouring the ocover of the transam speoe, The majority of these were looass amd it
was docided that the ocover should be removed, It appears that the spanner in thas
possession of Hormby was pot multable for the job and he wenti sy, premmably to the
Bugine Boom to yot ame, On hia return, all three eoffiscers then removed ths eovar,

The sover remeved, Hormby shome historeh inside and the offisers
ware able to see thadt thore was asume dirty water in the apase, Hormby went deown into
the space, witched by Thomson whe reports that Hormby appeared o have & guiek lovk round
apd start to come up, His head turned to ons side and he slumped down until he waa siitting
in the water, Thomson calied %0 him and immediately went in to asaist, The reports reveal

that whon Themsem reached Horthy the latter was unconclous amd very suon Thosson tep wes
affe:ted, Cooper, when he falled to get metisfaoiery replies from Thomson, M@W
n for asasistanne,

Ia the seguence atcnuta following upon the alasmm reised by Coopes
1 think 4% was at this pednt that ORECHAN {See Polioce repert 'A') wemt inte the Transsm
and had to come wui. In tarn be was mm BY Mr. Eont P.0, and the ship'a Jur Z2nd Officers
apd, similexiy, they too had to opme cutb,

Thomas P.0, in charge of the erew, with a rope attached then went down
inte the transem and managed to got Thomsem to within reach of the poople abbwe who hauled
him out, Thewas then mayaged te ge% & hold on Hornby and they were both milled te within
grasp and breught ent.

Al thres officess were ta konm te Bjfihd Gen, Hoptl., Themas sand Thomeen
being reieased and sent home laier the dame day.

The news of this acoldent was received the How,Suphs O0fflee ot about
11-50am and, on the instrustions of Mr, Gray, I at onse prooseded to B*hd,

With Mr. Whiting C.F.0., I wont te the B'hd Gen Hoytl. The Deotor /e
Casualty Ward informed us that G. Hormdy was dead and, im bis epinion death was dus %o
iphaling earben dexide, The ether two Officers, Thomson and ihewes, were resovering, Ve
saw these officers, Themsen had only just recoversd sonclousness and Themase was in a
vory distreseed comiition., We enquired at the hoptl whethsr any relatives had bean
informed and we were told that this umelly dons by the Folioe,

Ve roturnsd i the offige and arranged with the Police that we weuld
notify the deocssased man's wife snd the relatives of the other efficorsy

Mr. Whiting and mysslf then procesded to Hormby's home but, on asrival
there found ne-ome &t howe. Ome of the nalghhourlly informed us that Mra Hornby had been
obeorved geing out about thirky Mins earlier. Our intention wae to return later, Wt
after wo bad left the nedghbour was able to contect one of Hornby*s brethers im kpael.

He, in turn, visited Mr, Geay whe informed of mmmofnemmmmmu

convey the news to Mrs. Horrby, whe was thaé day viaiting her mother in kL*
u&n.mnmxmmm@tmumw memﬁtm

board ths vessel., The Haster was informed that we wuuld mmmum Friday

morning «
‘ AS ttem, with Mr, Groy and Mr. Whiung m ivessel was again vidted.
during our enquiries on mrd, ™ reseived assisiense ;’m Kg Perioles Saoss of Hesurs

E.Iz.. Shasp and Sons Litd., ic aot as interpreter. -
From the Ship's plan it was confismed that the tronsem spass is mob &

tank capable of being used for the storage of any liquide and, thare are no pipes leading.
inte it. manmmmaimtﬁammddewmw, anmw
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the i““’ mm“du 1 h o0l months
wm ho had enly been in the wa a fow and t
thtm&lyﬁnm-wwm MMMW%W
required attention, In Polies cepuct 6, mmmmwhwmnamu
Ju&yigjjamhudwmmm gsovar off until mows
The Baster stabed that no-one should have gone inte the trencom
nm besare asking one of the ship's officsrss He also produced one af fwur gaa-masks
bo stated, were in charge of the Chdef Offioer, This was the first mention of the
aveilability of any masks, Weither our efficers dor CRICHAN (See Peiloe reperti) were
sware of thelr sxistencs at the time of the ineident, mnnukmﬁmm
varisd "USA Bursan of Mows * and ths following was printed an 44, "BO HOT GERR IN
AWS&EWSWLX%GRWWW&M%TMWO!?LWBI

VOLUKE ¥ '

mmmmmmam Gy and myssif, the ®d.f Officer, Costas
ATASTASIADIS stated that he was paying the orew vhien the alusm was sailssd and he ran
immsdistely to the steoring compariment. When he roached thers, ke saw & mumber of
Customs Officers, some of his orew and others. a.mmm&nmmmmgm
mask vhich was kept &£t but the koy was kept by the Dosans He then ran smidahdps %0 ot
ons, It 18 not olear wiether a mask wao broupgnt te the stearing ecompartment but, if 4%
was, maybs ths reseus epersiions were haing already effective,

The Jurdor 2nd Ofilosr, S.EHANOY weas then intervieved and stated
that ks went inte the itransem in an endeawons §0 assish the twe ofiigess airesdy in thare
but ho was mulled out, He stated that Shere wao 00 sseil and the third Customs Ufflcom,
who went in brought out first one officer tothe oporing (Thwmson] whenm MN wns dragged
out and then brought the other offiser, the mel we now kuww to be dosd to the marbole
nndmbothwmmm

Enguicy was mede reganding the spamcer whieh had bown used by Hocnby.
The Mate stated that he made enguiries from the ocrew and one of the grossers slated that
thers bad beew & aspannes on the Engluwe Roun Gratings This spawer we mow misdng, No
mmuamwm»muhummm.

Gt do7 “&&“ﬂ :&&M Wm m@‘hm Y -
Mhap&ﬂdntm&tm " an

aWGﬁ‘gﬂMm rewdred for tw opadng sf the Xagrost,

Bhé Boro Corommr Mis Je Eoberte presided at the Sngest and
al 80 mmmmmmwmmmwm »;
Vmwm Sekr of Nesszrs Hill Diadnesn and Co represeriing the Wﬁ,

MMMhﬂ,m&\?

Bvidence of idexdity was given by Horrhy's brothosedivdiawy

Hedlos) wan given firstly by Dr John Hoskep, Oamisliy Offor B.O..
who stated Shet artifisial respirstden and eaygon trestoend was twied Borody was
mnmwmmam;.mumumwwwwa
a cousidemble guotity of Carbon Diexides

Dre Ouhs 8te BALL Hums Offi0e miholegint thel gave & Jenglhy
m;mwﬁwmmmmmummmmu

pi, 45 view of the histesy
: ¢ the wmisr,

Qabwlmghnnm nms.nm Ae 20tR Jume 1955 sud sinoe.
voasel §

Qs For what roasons was it M:ivﬁdm&émm
memmmﬂe takon off

The Master was ihen oalled, Hs was questiggeduy, by siipowners Solre

Q WWaampmam Ae BBa

‘ %o ks eff the mamhole cover?
Wore an the siip vhen the Ae Hastar stated he went adore

e aetons Oftisers Sanc abowrd " at Gom and returmed at 2
yosterday? (bF Curener) |

nm. Wmm ¢ mammm
vmm; aMmMAMMW ;Wm%hmm
. mwuam-wummautwwwarwmmm.



~

»
. ¢ Acespiing the medicel evidence, the Coromer steted that the mecessary

Cortificates would be 1ssued amd the inguest adjourmed until the follewing Tharsdaye
| He expresssd the oourt's aympathy to the relatives, and this was fol.ewed
by similar expressions from the owners Solicltor, 1 then fallowed amd expressed the
Bopartmenth oondolencea.
’ The Corensr them asked me:~ "Can we clear up the peint raised as te whether
permission should have beon obtained to inspost the tanks*l replied, ™Thers ars
cortain plasas on board a silp, such as fuel il tanks, whother comtedning liquid or
not, whem it would de prudent to consmlti one of the ﬁp'n effiocers," In thes onse of
the dry %ank soncerned in this case it may well be that the ofiicers sonzidered i to
be inrogent. In this case we are not sware as to whether Hormby did or did not tell
any officer of kls intention te open the marhole cover iny question.
' The Inquest is to bé resimed on Thuraday next Des, 19th at 3pm, whenl
expect that our offiocers wkil ke qnestionsd on the matler of whether they informed
any ship's offiewr of their intention to examine the transm spase,
Bammage Officers all over the ocountsy are well swmre that quite large
Selsures have beon made dn this typs of spaee, For the intending smggler, it has
the advantage of belng well away from the mocomsedation and would net mormally be
visitied by mony members of the crew, It is to be regretted that, on this occaaion,
we have lost an officer ani, but for the fact that there wers thres officers wobking
together wo may have logt ancther,
When 1t was ebperved ihat Hornby was in diffioul ties, Themsen a.d not hesitate
“to go to his Scslstance and, even whon he must have baen awere that he himself was pasaing
oud, he still tried to acaiet Hormby. Later when Thomas wont into the tromsom and
resoued Themson anl mmxghh brought Hornby to hands of the peaple waiting above, Thomas
did not consider his own persomal safoty. Both officers, Themas and Thomson did all
that was expsoted of them in thelir attempt to save the life of their colleague,

el e Sl Tl L e e S P S L P PO o

During mmmage of the vessel Cooper, Hormby and myself wers together in
the stesring oompartment. After a search of the area, Hormby and mysslf inspsocted the mmmiss
manholo cover, which we knew %0 cover the entry to the transom spmoe. With his Mole
Wrenchk, Horrby tried ome of the mite and it anawered very easily. The mext mat he
remcved proved %o be & dwmmy (it did moi pleroe the deckhead). After removing the
plate Hormby Xnelt down on the deo k andmlooked inte the spmos to inspeet the layouts
He, Hormby, then said, "1'1l go down now, Jook.” It was a shallow space with &
web~plate {M. He only elimbed down aboub half way and then swung round to have a
look for ledge spaces { 1 presume tids was his intention). Somshow he just scemed to
sontimie in a pivet apd slumpsd %o the imxtim bottem, I showe my torch on his face,
His eyes were glased aml lifeless. He was lying in water and in his slumped siate,

I was afreid that nis head weuld ge belew the surface, #0 I desdsnded the ladder,
grabbed Horwby and pullsd him towards me, He weighed 2 ton, s0 I shook him and ecalied
%0 him to sling to me, There was n0 response. Thenl began to float away and all 1
oan remember about that partisuler time was that 1 bad to keep him to me for fesar he
wonld go into the water again, Afber an intemxinabie time, I heard Greek wolces as
1f through a tannel but still qidte loud, I félt that I was Mmouting to thes to zhut
ups The I heard Mr. Thomas's cedm, modwlated voloe say something about a rope, I felt
the rups but I was going further and further away. I tsied te attach it to Hormby but
xy linbs seemed to lack codordimmtion. At this juncture, I could fesel Hormby slip
from my grasp. I oalled to him to hold on to we but there was just no response.

The next thing I oan rumakbbesr 1s coming te on the epen deek fesling
dagsd and frogen, I was taken to a oabin, dried and then covesed with dlankets. Seme
time later I was removed to hespitai,

The periocd of time betwoen the removal of the oover and Mr, Hormby's
desoent was fairly long. There was no pressire from within onk the plate and there

was no swoll, not even when I entered the iank, :

GE. Thomsom, A. 0.

g g g T T A e T AT T AT e A T e e T ™
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At apprex 9-~45am om 12th Deo. the B'hd iige Crew, Thomas, Hornby Thomsen
wont-aboerd the Andros Champdon at mmm ' ’ v e and mysels
Some twenty minus latsr Hormbdy, Thumson and I commenced the rumange of
the steering gear compartment whilst the Bdg Officers oonploted their duthed. Mr. Hornby
decided to remove the cover of the iransom apaee abaft the steering year but hes found
that his spanner was mt Wiy enough and he went to get a bigger one from the engine room.
Hoanwhile I commensed removing snother tank top. When Mre Horuoby returnsd, Thomson and I
assisted him to remove the mts ssouring the cover hesamse, sl though most were reasonably
- eaay, about six were very tight.
‘ The evver, removed, Bormby shome his toreh into the se whioh had about
b @2 £4 of dirty looking water in it. There was no smeli. 4 few ni.g:ol Hormby descended
the sut-~out foothelds in the transem spaee and had & quiok look round, Ho secmed to be
ooming sut when bis head turzed to one aide and he fell down untdl he was sitiing in the
water with his back to the akin of the ship and his head elenr of the water. As far as
I cewld tell Hormby's head did not comteot the water at that time. Thomsesn asked Hormby
if hs was alright apd wont t¢ his a ssistences 1 asked Thomeom if ho oould sankzee. Ho said
he conld but I thought kis voice sounded peculiar. I wemt for help imoadiately and returned
with Thomwes YO, the Besrding orew and seversl membere of the ehip's orew. Mr, Hosrby's
head was under the water and Thomsen was trying to rsise him, - .
Wnile Thomas wms tying a rope sefind himself, some other person olimbed inte
the space but hed to come out, Thomas then went ani KBRAR to lift Tummsam Thomsen, who
w8 very daged, antil he could be mllied out. Themss remained in the tank until he had
sogured & rope t0 Hornby's sm. Only we wers in s posiiion to haul Hormby cut did Thomas
sllow himeelf to be helped clear.
Mz, Kewt ¥O epplied artificial resplration mntil an asbulanoe arrived and
::h scoompanied Hornby and Thomas to B'hd Gon, Hoptl. I soccompanied Thomson in the second
R4 AN00 , )

I would 1ike %o remrd'that, in my orirdon Thomas and Thomson are
‘ axtremely brave men.

- Te Gﬁﬂpﬁr APO
-y g g M e T s T T 2T s e ey s W g
With CGurtis APO 1 was deaiing with the Crew's Pte Stores in.the saloon ef
the vesasl ., A% about 11.0sm Qooper rushed in ani informed Thomas FO that Hormby and
Thomeon were in difficultiss in the after tank. Togother we rushed aft and, by the light
of torched, I oould see Thomsen and Hoinmby some seven or eight fest below the deck level
of the steering sompartment, Eutrance to the tank was down through a manhiole in the deok,
On ths the way o steering sempartment 1 found somo repe which I took with me. Various
mésbers of the ship's erewarrivsd at this time end one ather perscn went down inte the
tank tex assist but wae forced oud again. I went in thenm but had to ocome out some very
short vhile latsr. My mext recollection was holding the toreh and seeing Thomson trylng
ts pass & rope round Hornmby., After seme two or three mimtea it was apparunt that
Thomesn was in difficulties, Themes, with a rops rowund him, went down 1nto the tank and
assisted Thammam in geiting Thomeon out from bolow whilst we mullied him eut from above.
Thonson was then taken up top. Thomas then endeavoured 1o pass & rops round Hormby. Ve
wore then able te pull out Thomae who somehow managed te hold on %o Homby who was pulied

eut lmuediately afber Thomase
Hosnby was then laid face down on the deok alongside the mwarbele ani I

appiied artificisl respiration until the anbulance men arrived. Thewas axd mysclf
socomparied Hormby to B*hd Gene Hopél in the smbulandge.

. In m; opirzion, the actions of Thamoon and Thomas are to be higaly
comaended. They acted in an exemplery manner,

LIHIF. K.nt. m.
L ULl ol O TS P Ll Ll e el e bad o el B o
ASbabout 41.30sm on Thursdey, Dec. {2th, I was in the main saloon of the
vessel, talking to }ir. Xent FO who wna dobking with the Liste O.142, At that time, Cooper
whe was & melber of my rwmiags Orew, cemé ranning inte the saloen shouting, "Quiek~ Jook
and ¢35l have fallen into a tank in the steering gear.” I ran te the steoring gear
socompanisd by the other officers and various members Rf the orews. In the atwrigg
compartment I sew an epen manhole oover. I ealled out for  rope and thenm, looking down
the spave, 1 sav Themsen supperting Homby s thad his hesd was above the waler that lay
in the spacs. He called out, “Get GileGed Gil' referring te Hormby whe was known to us
ss Gil, A oivilian im s white goa$ went into the space and oawe up almost immediately,
saying the space was full of gase Within e very short spaee of %me & rope was passed
down to Zhauanen Thomson whe was unable (e sseure Hornby who was unoonciocus. It appsared
" %h me that Thomson was dazed by gas and insupable of tying a ropes 1 tied the rope round
\‘\ nysslf and entered the compartment smpported frem above by the ether persons. I asased
Thensen up to the surfaes. I held Horzmby but found myself unable te i.ot;‘::pa r:nntiom.
2 menaged to held his arm and wrapped my legs round it. I was draws e top o
gk vhere Eormby was 1ifted out with me, Kent exmd myself applied srtificisl resplration
1 the arrival of the asbulance, Kont snd I sosemparied Hormby t9 B'hd Gen Hoptlh. ’
the jourpsy ar¥ificiel respiration was apphied by the medical ettend.nt. Hverylhing
was dons. Om arrival at the hoptd tne medical ostfff took ever,
. S ON Ty
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I cannot ommmend too highly the ocurage of Themson who went imzediately to
the ald of Hormby, witheut regard %o his personal smisty. ‘
JeRe Thamas ¥ KX

T T R T Y N e e e T TR T AT T AT ™

Dook auxiliary stn, when X reccived e message from Vittoria Dk Stz that an embulance had
gons to the wvessel Andros Champdien berthed at Bidston Dosk, I i.mediately went to the
ship, arriving at éhe same time as the ambulance.

I wort on board the ship amd was told that an aecident hed oscurred in the
af$ peaks Whon I got there I eaw some members of the orew mupperting a man whom I later
feund to be & Customs Officer, Thomson, He was in a shooked condition and his olothing
wobt and I was told that he had failon down a bllge teank im the arft peal, ‘

He was then taken %o osbin amidshlips by the orew abd given dry alothing,

1 then went down to the afh peak amd found that ancther wember of the Customs hummage
Crew had beon taksn from the bilge tank, and artlficial respiratiom wes belag applied, .
Z was told his name was Gil. Hernby. Constable 259D Stewart arrived on the ship and
togothor we guve asslstance 0 got him on deck and he was romoved to the B.G.H. by
ambulianoe, ‘

Castoms Officer THamson was al 8o conveyed to hospital,

I then sxmained the tank where the accident t.oxk plage and found that it
was covered by a marhole sover 23"X15” beneath which is & spaco (sketoh) ab the bottom
of whiah is ¢dly water. The speoe ls wide at the top and tapers with the plates of the
ship teo & narfow dstance et the botieom. . s

Sgt 28D Decker then oame sboard and cbtained the statement en form 46 attadhedd,
. from Vassilev Crichen, 34 yrs, who ascdsted in the resems attempis. S N -
1 cbtained a further statement from Spyros Dimitriou. '

DeDavisa, Constablae(114D}

el b Il St Tal Bl bt g Sel Al 3t ing dad ind dat it lal Al doug

I beg te report that, at 1<,10mm 1cth inst. I buarded the Andros Chempion.
The Anjured persons had been removed Lo the B.GlHs .
1 ihen visited the steering gear compartuent at the aifter ond oi the vessel. -
I there saw that e maphele cover em the deck had been unbolisds It was originally sesoured '
by twentyfour muts and belts, I removed the cover which gave acceas %o a spase kmown as ts
void or after pesk or transem spaoe {sketeh). There was aocess o this space by climBlag
down foot sid handhelds in the freme web below the manhele cover, A
The spaoce was filled with water o & depih ef approx. 4'6". There waa ne M
I twek a sample of tils water valch I have since nanded te Ure St Hidd, pathelogit!
This space ias so pmell and irregularly shaped tha rves ™ useful
purpoas with regard to storage. PN
1 mad. enquiries aboard the vessel but coudd find mo weaber of the orew
who bad ever seen it opened. '
The 3rd Eng.Theordoren Augerinds whe was the longsst serving meabsr of
the erew, havimg served sinoe July, 195y, stated that fur as be was aware, the
cempartment had mever been opened or inspested. See atimched Yem Wb marksd 8
I then saw Ksnt PO , who assisbed at the ressme, He made a stalesent marked R
The police photographurs were comtacted and photographs takon of the zcens
ef the accident, :
1 then mad: snquiries at ths ByG.H. and learnsd that three Cusiems men had
beon senveysd to the Hospital and reckbved by Dr. Hosker. They were Hormby, Themsen
and Thouss {addressos given in repert). Horzky died om admissien anl Thomsen and Thomas,
after reseiving treatment, were aliuwod to return home. 1 later viasited them and obtalned

statemonts mkd E & ¥
T. Cooper was seen by me en 13th inst, He is a Cusiwoms Qfficer and mads

a statement om Form 46 mkd Ge - B
“qho deceased is e merried man. His relativea were infomecd by the Gl Depi.

Enquiries revesied that the vife had left her heme in Greashy %o etay with relatives in

Livesrpeal, Up to date I have been unable to mmke contact. The @oreuesra ofilcer is

sontinuing enquirhbs in this respect. . - _
At 10am 13th inct., I handed th. semple of water takem from the void te

Dr. St.Hill , Pathelogist who is cariying out a Pl examinaiion.
Jefie Decksr % 28D

Lol Sl Sl Pl Ll o had ™™ s s ™ e g™ gim g™ .p.-’-
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‘ 1 begte report that the Anires Champion is eowned by the Ordom Shipping and
Itrading Coy Inc., Broad St. N.Y.4, Agis for the own.ra are Munre Bros. h'pocl. Agts
for charter are 0.G. Dunu and Coy, L'peal. : . :
. The erew &re, in the maip, of Greek matiomality, The vessel is registersd
under the Panambnian Llag. , .

The Coremers Offlser, Dock Bd Selicltor, Deookmaster, amd Ship's Agts have
been informed of this inecident. ‘ ‘ ;

1 respectfully suggest thet full copics of tAis repert, including statements,
be sent te. i, Corener, 2. Deck B4 Selisitor, J, Gom. Kanager &See MBS, 4. C & E, and
that & smomesy be sent to the Desimaster, WestBlosd., . :

I further respestfully magpest that later conaideratien be given o ike
sonding of a mitable extraet from this report t0 the Liverpeel Shijpwreck and Humane Socied
for sonsideration of metien in relation to commendstions or awards for rescus wti.on,

1 bawve been informed that ihe vessel ie leaving pord on the evening tide of
the 13th inat. , .
The Boro Corener proposes opsmiug the inquest at 4qm on the 13tk inat,

- He Devdin, Insp.

fi"“'}c"to'c"a" [t Sl Sad Sl Sl St et o 2l e L
%, Vasciley Orichan, 34 yrs, ccoupation, barber, residing at 148,
56,, Livespool, state as follows:e A

A% sbaeut 11,30 a= toeday, I was standing on the sthd side amidships ef the
55 Anires Chsmpion vhenl saw & Guestoms Officer iamming towerds me from the after end
of the ship, He said he wanted some help, as on: of the officers had fallen in a tank.
1 ren to the after peak and there was some mere Cusioms men there, Thore was a Cuastems
Ofiiesr in the taxk and when I sww him I jumped in afier hik, he wap semi-gonciocus,
There wes about Zr £3 of water in the tank, Iiget hold of him and put hia in a standing
position with his baock to the plates, By this time, I was feellng ihe eflsots of the
atmosyhere in tha tamk, I shouted for help and 1 was then hawled out of the taxmk by
the Customs Officer, and I wosned them of the presence of gas in the tank. I then weunt
smidehips to see iffesuld get a gns mask, but there wns nome available. I retumed batl
by that thme, another Custcms Officer, had enteredtthe tank end waz al = unconeicus. Tue
Chief Customs Offieer put a rope reund hie waist and, with the a sslutence of the crow,
all three were brought out. Artificial respiration was applisd by the Customs @Mdheerd
and the smbulance sent fore '

Sim.ocoo-

+.*.*.*.-.-C-l-.‘l’-"!---l-'.l-'-.-l-C..-

£ W SO ," 1, P NI
.. .. .1, Spyros mitrieu, 41 yrs, ccoupation Teilor, residing st 101a Oxford St.,
Liverpool, state as fellowsy~ , , . L

2 was prepent with Vassilem, throughout the duration of the amocident amd F
I gave asdlstance in gettinz them out. After Customs Officsr Thomson was brought eut :
and pat ip tha burk I gave him some clothes frem sy Ateck and Dimitrios Ambrakis also
gave him some,

ASW“""

3ol mat Lt But bt St bt Dl aad st et Seak 2k Taal Rl Tad Sl anl Sl Raal g
ctatement 12,1<,5],

1, Theodorsn Augerines, residing S8 Andres Champion, state as fell.wa: ¢

1 sam third Engineer on board Andros Champion, Berthed at Bideten wooss i
joined the dhip om 29th July, 1955. To-day was the first time that I had seeu tho manhole
saver in the steering gear roum opened. _

The spaoe below is not used for samy purpose. The water inside the vold

has sveped through over a longth of time through the rudder post housing. The void 1s

never lnspected.
SW..- TIEX)

ol PR b P Sl Sl b heal Sl et St Rl St Sk St Jaul tor al bask Sl et}

, .



http:Cbampi.on
http:ChaBlpi.ea
http:iait.d.oa
http:OlCto.r4
http:oft1G&.ra
http:l.i.Vti'po.cN
http:DtGkaAat.ez
http:SGl.icd.Wl

I, kiensl Kest, redding a% w7, seblington m., How a»mwn, state us follows:

i1 an a Pravontive Mnrh&.ﬂ. Custons, Tower Rd., MM.
, A% sbout 11,3%0em en Thursiay u.u.:.';.,:maammwaag the Andsos
Ghampion, dealing with the ozew when 1 mwwwu,wm,' 8 Af e
gwmtmmagtmm were An dlffieoklittas in the afie ‘
anse went down Anto mmmm” wl&w&am %met
,m»mmmﬂ.wammmmmnwmm b
wiiham“m,lwwwa,mmmﬁmmufmuéﬂmm

»}’thompurommammmm oad i

OUns of the 0£Ciowes & Tiw £
mmatmwammmamﬁmsmmmmmam.m
and the deosnsed were Rowlod ok, y

xlemMMmkuMMagmm -k
m%ﬂﬁm%&bux&n&d%@ﬂmlmmmmmmm
bxna%mmnmﬂ.mmmmmm

buHF. Kevts

”&",‘ﬂ"““‘:ﬂ? ’,.. - ‘waw‘\u’g‘u‘n - ,«.}» - w

W.ﬂm M d&m resdding st 11, Conlfisid
.zhu an folioung-

1ummmxvmﬁmm:um.mm Birkenhosd »

On Thursdey 12e1<e57+, 1 was one of the Rummage Cruw whioh wend on boasd
' The Andros Champien st sten ook. Tho other twp ware the decvassd and Torence
m‘mmwmmmawmmpm,ummmwg
aftar sleering puom, Coeper went oVer to o senhole ovef mear to the mein builhesd,
»mnmmmmwm ;w-mw;mm@mwx.mmmmpan;

Bds, Greashy,

irhui mdmtmﬂzn‘. A% tua ime I soewnd to have le:s ocontrod of my lisbs
and oppeared to be fiocating awaye 1 WIM“::,WQ,_X tkink I was teying
to do semsthing with 3%, I sill tried o hold on te She decescsd them ewverything went
black and, vhen I osme t0, 1 was lylng an the upper deaks
mmnm.maumxmmm%wam

& Thomaohs

-y "*“u”.*g“*”a*-wuﬂo‘%"t*t ST ™ e 4™

I, Jﬂm, m, Mn, & yra, mm b 73, Provken Road West, Bhd,, state

acwmv :

1 we A Preventiye Qmaulnﬁdh aum. %_Mﬁq 1detehTs, 1 w: in
chorge 82 the Susmags Crow on Yoard the Andree Changden berthed st Blisten Dogk.Ths
uwummum~mmmm~ oligaodss They were the desensed,
Gilbekt Rersvhy, Geozge Elriex Themon, sxi ‘lmm Godper sll Asmistant Preve Offisers.
They work ad will,

C Abeut 11,30um I was 4B the ssloon with Mus be Kent PO attanding to the orew,
whon I wan fnforsed by Mo Cooper that the othor twe sfficers hed fallem dute a tank,
I fomediately with iry Cooper sad seme membors of the orow mmmioan down t6 the afber
stooring and saw thad a saphole ouver had boen remmved. OR loeidng down,
1uwmmxwmmm*amwa«waumyim«az«:nmm,

s the meantims, a clvilian clisboed down & smlil ladder dut returnmed to the top, saying
4% ﬂlfﬂlﬁfﬁlﬂ
the sope nrrived within & fow seoondss I lowsred ooe ond %0 Thomeom amd tola
mumummm He sppeared to be too gvercums by gas W passk the
U . "i’ﬁg'xmmmm-ywwmmwmml
n 40 Ao Aadisr, whers he was pullod out by sums of the orew. I found myself

‘ﬁmummmwmtmumumwmmmwmmxum.
B o S r3



http:J.�.~.Jf

iy ;;,whpm W<M&m;;&?ﬂﬂm.h. Kont and ayaslf oarried
ladal resplratios st ar ef the ssbulance, I accemparded the
M;‘u the hospital In Gumpeny with Kr. Xemt.

» Mhanﬂ@-tinmmm;w-mmnmﬂ. g
mmnmmmuuzmwumnm-mnwmmum.wm
’tnmsth pnm

J*B- TM&!Q

t‘t"’o"-“t"""-"o‘“v‘ ~r™e -’o"'-‘c'-e" il St S

Ll b e

I, !m mm, t-} yes, nmu at 31 cwm m., M ah‘h as fshmu;-

T sm afi Assh. Fre¥, Offiocr An H.M, Customs ab m.

06 Tiarsday, Mﬂdﬁ?.,luaamﬁaafﬂnM%ﬂMMﬁ
mwmwﬂmmwmammwmmﬂmmowmu
- the ship before geing down inte the steuring geer recms . .

mmmmrmamwmn.mmmmmwnzm:
mﬁugummrm,m:mtmimmu soms of fhe boli mmts, 1
_fmznnrmmgma What the eover had beon remsved, tho deownsed had 6 lock down
Crand, after s faw mimtes, wept dowa by putting his feet in the fouthelds emt in the
- web plating. Be sheve hiy toreh rownd and'I theught ke was them geing to eoms up. He
turned shd 'ﬁz,mmgwmafmfmwhmwﬁax&amm
nwr.u ar as § oould tell mwmmym:wms.

: mm:ummi and ¥p. Thowson went déwn %o got ks oub.

Mg, Thensom appeared to g m.inmmubusdwtnﬂh-ﬁdhanum,
zmmmnrmw 1 oould tell all was mot wedd.
xmmmrnr.'rmm "srew" boss. Whon we ummuﬂﬁ&immnsm
but had o sows sut. Mr. Thomss then put a rops round his walst snd went down snd first
ﬂp:m.umm.?mn,mmtampemumithn&maadammwﬁaknﬂﬁuk @

Woen the sover was removed there s no sasll, \

T+ Qooper.
. ‘Q"“;"&"’v“'v )“"Q"Q"‘I"t"l“-"-”- e e St Tl sl b Sl et e

_ .,ﬂ;uym Dasember, 1957 a8 Jpm. (Repart il‘éa- Wiliiame % )

.20 of frais :‘:’; ini m Bxedoe A, P2 « .

g R u.mgmmmmmmeamr mmwm 1

o the pelies en the day of dhe escident. I
Questions ani answers foliow. o . {

WiRa He, Borrhy uhp-a and zmmw-nux, mtmh
after that ? o
Imanmimhaptamm*.ﬂwpummm;.‘
Pid you got right dowa ¢

Iﬁmmm.anmemﬂdeMw
-hém towhria me end held on te Jdm. The next thing I &

' mﬂmumxmmm.ms--mm
- aed, 1 maw the rupe end tosk hold of A% ami
mmm A% this jumotuve, I pesame tetally

‘Wm%tmzmméma&wa”

- wrlintt ot me. j’_ ; :
How Long were you in the pphos befors ysu werw i ,
‘2mi‘§éamm.%m:thmtmm’mﬁnm&ahyﬁ

’ '“un gﬁm . o’

W




SN

mmmwv
He de.

S ‘Wmmmttmmnmmwmmumwlm bus, on
mumﬁamum uﬁmwmmmmm mu
* “;%W»tr 't ot o . N
that the ssurt a od. moﬁmm doubt
mmmwmmzsume a&«m:,m .

V-«Mnninnnr‘m.mwcﬁ?m:wlduloua?/
Ve relensed bolis, Mﬁummmmw'ﬂnmmam.
The first mats iht Ny Hormby tried woere, "
When you ook the sover eff tue mumm;wa&mr
mhnfmummm . :

|
,Y

%
£
l

The Home Offiee T:\tbaloén Dre Cehs 8% Bl ma m mllqa aud askeds-

Corener Wien we med last week, the Quostien ascse. Aq *I‘& how m ‘earbon dioxide
\ mamm&hm:wa_ Do

ke A3 Peliewing enquiries, the fuw.. answer M 'ﬁ-, *!'* mdqm
o - Nomiafmnur. %+ wouldabsash d_”'i' oxygen in an

~ ; lmnw - space, n,uwn:m loave

‘ mmm? : ‘ I w”%m

Bhe AL , mpummmmwmm%

% Wmiﬂ N.- sooamnt for the aympioms desesibed by \@o t witneas ?

- » wmtmmmnnmmwf :

m mthor thak
by oarban diexide pelsening. , o |

u.MmmMuumenmwmm
tompﬁs.uq Re wgrs questlonsd aa follows ;3

tmmmhh;ﬂommnx.tmgnnumm Mmppam
IMMnnpaﬁaﬂlﬂtahmphuM TR
| Imhatnmmmunnnmnwam;k den 2
Tos wdry 1 speke to Fuomson and asked him te

Did you get & reply frum hia ¢ ;
Yan. Mawm“mnaeam :
far snothwr rope. When I yztis,lfumu
I brought Thomon to the lacder. , }
How was the decessed brogight up 7 3
Immmwicmn.zsmmdwwjumwna

She Qoreoner then mid, "1 am Quite swre the Commdesieoners widd ; Al med of
your sstion in this matter.” P
Kr. Erikorian sadd, W‘m&s#xﬂrsdwmdw .
plossnt witness and Mr. Themsen and your ocomaents will be conveyed o thym.
/

Hxve agy prm of themm transom spages ? /
Yus sir, vary meny of thems B7AN
AF® you nm that, in the Fort of hiverpeol, selsures have beey m
ix thess spages L B R

Yos sir. BT
Gan I take 4%, HMr. MB, that you mensider you would be falllng in your
duty A2 you did not look in mch spaces and Averywhere :\n thy/spazol for
poovtraband 7 A

Thome s Yoz sirx,

Mr, om was thon oalled and takem through his satement Lo the. Sl
,nn Qaosticped as followely /

‘When yuu got inke the space, what happensd ¢ oy
Anmuimmxnamomsrmmdmtummul‘
hntm.xmmwMﬂnpmﬁfmme
Eidymﬁnd:psM? I
No #Are .

Exe MM was then oelled and waeum the statement he had m&% %o the

wliﬁﬂo 7 , o
Lergeant Reskar was then takon W his repers and was mwh&miygj
5




’
4 .
gegensy 1f semsere wanted to hide semething from the Gustoms, would this be
to & guod plags ?
m Yes sirs It would be an ideal place.

He further witoess were oalled and the Cosenar gave his finddngs thus; -

*"In tais same, 1 t}.nd Wat death saxsmdwas oaused by asphysia dus te drowning
fmom‘cmllwpumadwsmm ananm&ﬁnnna&hmmm“:uaf
Ris offlasl duties.”

The Cormer then anid it was & txegle asae for Rip znﬂh thad the dmnd :
met kis death in this menner and again upuawd woaakakian nppnmuan of tiee sfforts
of Kosars Thoms, Thoms and Crishan.

The Inquests olossd ab 4-i0pm.

g 139 willisma,

2010+57 . s Huberd w72 Cigts
b Tobasce

20,1157 - my Creddan 1275 Gighs
—— : 14 1b Todacos




Adrspnes mw by M‘L phm slow levsl of steering gear houss ani bulkhead
at forward M- Oversdd isngth 42 118 apprex. mstmm At forward bulkhesd, As
i3 £\ apprexs, fapering afh with the shell of the vnad to mil at l.f‘u: ond, Tammng
imtmmmmudmmmnmﬁh

The “Void" Lssspresd gver five frme spaces, each £rame stiffened with plating webs
in withoh are lightening heles giving nooess botwoen frane spases, Thers are handioles
aut in the web plating below the manhele. The lower level of tha Void was filled with
mh:tond«pﬁ&otahmttwf.ﬂ.,
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