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GENERAL ORDER. 

Customs No. 53 
1911' 

Custom Housl', London , 
2!-1th November. 1911. 

CDSTOMS RELATIONS WITH THE NAVY . 

. 1. The ~ccompanying Memorandum, which has been 
cl1'cula~ed III t~e Navy,. on the qustoms Law and practice 
gove~l1lng the lDlportatI?n, landlJ~g and shipment of duti­
able ",o?ds by the ~avy IS transmItted for the information 
and gUIdance of all Officers concerned. 

The following supplementary directions are to be ob­
served :-

eOhaptm' l ., sec. i'i.) R1:ght of Serll 'Clz. 

2 .. ~t is to be noted that whilst the right of search is 
exphcltly reserved, the Board give an undertaking that no 
Navy man shall be searched in a public street or place. 
This undertaking must be strictly observed. As a 
general rule, if a bluejacket has passed the landing place 

• he should not be stopped and interrogated in a public 
_ st:qlet tmless there is a strong suspicion that he has con-

1./. f z·tf~and goods in his possession. U it is considered 
necessary to search the man or any parcels that he may 
be carrying', the search is to be conducted in the nearest 

Il Customs office, Guard room, Police office or other con· 
venient place to which the public have not free access . 

, 3. Officers are reminded that they can only exercise 
their power ~o search the pe1'S0l1 if ~o 0 ~jec~ion is ra ised 

individual must be gwen the optlOn of gom~ before a 
Justice or before the Collector or other superlOr Officer, 
who will decide whether there oug'ht to be a search or not. 

e Ohapter l., sec. iii .) o.U'ences. 

m lieu of proceedings ID cases .of smuggl.mg 
men is to be brought into operatlOn forthWith. ircular 
17684/06 is hereby cancelled. 
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if ' . ) Arrival j r o/li (I /o)' l' igll /IO)'t . (Chapter ., sec. I. . . . 

t th t en haVlnO' m thelI 
5. Officers ar~ to no e uio'n ID ort more thun 3 Ibs . 

possession on al'l'l'ml b·om. a for~ ~ti& of other dutiable 
of toba('co or an excessl'"e ~l a dut on the surplus 
¥ood , are to he req~ll'ed eItbirl ~o ~~ Ki:O"s Warehouse 
torthwilb 0 1' have It l'ef~ove "~The ~oods are only 
in the Custom House or seCtul y. 0 t 
to be delivered from the King-'s Wa~ehouse on pa:~en 
f duty. The directions of Importation Code, paraolaph 

781, are to be followed in these cases. 

(ChCllptl' l' 1I., sec. ii.) Lctnd'ing of chttiabte goods by Ncwal 
0ffice/'s ctnd m en on leave . 

L ..... ' 6. It is to be noted that duty-free allowanc~s . are 
"'ranted to both Officers and men, and that the dlstmc­
tions between sel'Vice and non-service tobacco have. been 
swept away. The duty-b'~e all?wance may conSIst of 
tobaeco (. ervi ce 01' non-serVlce), Clgars or CIgarettes. 

j'. '\\' here more than th e scale q llnntity of tobaeco is 
landed, duh is to be charged only on the excess. The 
allowance is to be made out of the cheapest kind if there 
are different sorts of tobacco, B.q., a man on 7 nights 
leave with t lb . of perique and ~ lb. of cigars is to be 
allowp~ the perique free, and charged duty on the cigars . 
A h ai~pillt of perfumed spirits may be allowed duty-free 
on on,ivol fl'om a foreign port, duty being charg'ed on any 
exceRS. There is no duty-free allowance of drinkable 
spirits or of any other dutiable goods except tobacco and 
perfumed spirits. 

8. Coast-guard, Royal Naval Reserve men, and Royal 
Naval Volunteers leaving' the ship after training, are to 
be treated aR men on leave for 7 mghts or more. 

(Chapter (l . . . ~ec. i'L .. paragraph 1.) Cu.~tnms Landing 
Pass. 

9. An imI?ortant modification haR been made in the 
rules P:0\'E'l'1l1llg' the landing of pxcess quantities of to­
bacco by lllPn ~n leave contained in Customs Notice 

Lf 1 ~O~7/l91 O .. ThIS ,notice is hereby cancelled and is to be 
Wilt J rawo forthwIth. The alternative condition lmder 

. w n c 1 t lJe R~yenu~ '\\'as secured by the C'ommandin , _""It Officer al'l'anglllg \VIth the Customs to land m t . g 
~ time d I } b en a a "'Iven 

an pace las eell abandoned, and in lieu ther~of it 
has been arranged th!it any Officer 0]' man who desires to 
land an exces~ quanhty of tobacco or of perfumed spirits 
or any quantity of other dutiable goods on which dutv 
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has not been paid on bo d h 11 b 
mallding Officer a lanI·ar , s a 0 tam from the Com-

e u y I~me la .e y o.n landlllg. 
H~. I he ~egulaholls goyel'lling- the issue of passes and ire lllstbuc~ons dfor the preparation of passes printed in 

led pabss 00 dS an on the passes, are to be carefully noted 
an 0 serve . 

11. Note 3 on the patiS refers to cases where men bring 
ashore goods which are not shown on the pass or hold 
back p~rt o~ the goods from the Customs. It ~hould be 
borne III mmd, however, that the quantity on the ass 
can only be a rough estim~te ar!ived at on board ship, 
a~d men should not be pUlllshed if the actual quantity is 
sl~ghtly more 01' less than that shown. The number of 
lllghts leave shown on the pass should be checked by 
the liberty ticket. 

12. On payment of duty a receipt is to be issued and 
the landing pass retained. The pass is to be annexed to 
the duplicate received from the Commanding Officer. 
. 13. If a landing pa s corresponding with the duplicate 
IS not produced within a reasonable period, it is to be 
assumed that the person to whom the landing pass was 
issued has evaded, or has not been able to find, a Customs 
officer. In such cases the responsibility for collecting 
the duty devolves, by arrangement with the .Admiralty, 
on the Commanding Officer of the ship, and the Collector 
should inform him by letter of the amount to be 
collected. 

14. Completed books of passes are to be examined on 
return to the port of issue, to ensure that all passes have 
been accounted for. With regard to passes stated on the 
counterfoils to have been used at ports other than the 
port at which the book was issued, it is to be ascertained 
from the Collector concerned that the passes were so used. 

15. Books of landing passes are to be is ~led to Com­
manding Officers on request. The books WIll O'enerally 
be issued at the naval ports, but Collectors at other P?rts 
should keep a small supply on hand to meet pOSSible 
requirements. Supplies of the book.s (No. 58) eac.h .c~n­
taining 100 passes are to be obtamed from DIVISI?n 
5 (Stationery) in the usual manner and accounted for m 
the same way as receipt books. Care should be taken 
that the port of issue is inserted on the fly leaf of each 
book before issue. 

(GhaptlYl'IlI.) Shipment of Dutiable Sto,·es. 

16 Direction on this subject are contained in General 
Orde~ (Customs) No. 23/1911. 
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17. The Board impress upon all officers concerned the 
necessity of making themselves fully acquainted with the 
regulations, and of exercising the utmost tact and courtesy 
in dealing with Naval Officers and men. 

18. Officers dealing with Navy men and engaged in 
the prevention of naval smuggling are invariably to be in 
uniform. 

By Order of the Board, . 

J. P. BYRNE, 
E. C. CUNNINGHAM . 
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NAil" SEIZURES, DEPOSITS TO BE TAKEN ON. 
If the offender is borne Oil the books of onc of H.M, tdups t.he qUCRtion whoLher he should be allowed 1>0 make a deposit and if 

gO, of bow U1uoh, should in ordinnry caecs he governed by tho [oUowing Hohedule. If, however, the principa.l Custom~ officer 
present, or the Suporintendent of Metrollolitmt Police, ns the case may be, considers tho.t; n. heavier peDalty is advisable, 
becaUf!C the offender either has been prcviotlttly detect-ed in n similar offence, or resides in Naval Barracks or elsewhere asbore, or 
ia only on short lrove !l.ud tho l1,mouut of tobacco in his posseSSion is cODsiderable, or for some other reasoD, he is given discretion to 
require n higher deposit not exceeding treble the duty-paid value of Lhe goods seized, but he must give his reasons on the seizure 
repOrt. 

Legal proceedings nre not to be ill8tituted against any member of the Royal Nnvy or Marines unless the Board's SIUlction has 
been pre'~iouBly obtained. 

Oanteen meD (civiUo.ns) should deposit treble vnlue und duty on medium and large seizures, but the limit for large seizures of 
tobncco in their cnse ia 4. ibs. Every smuggling caso in which I} CRnteen man is concerned is to be report.ed by the Collector to the 
Commanding Officer of the ship. 
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No dopol!it is to he tnken. 'rho oontrllblmd is to be dotnwoo, the Offender's unmo a.nd 
ahi)} t.llken, and t.he case reported to the Board for instruotions. 

• lncludo8 Oilll~rd nDd OIIltu'OlWII. 

G.O, ,8'" 

Wlldll tlH~ '''UlIIlUl''Ullt 
ut Tuhcu:co or.1I ~ilUl>,' el' 

t:cl'ds .11>1( •• ur 'lflleU 
th~ duty ou ulLu Ilr'lclt·~ 

cXCt't·d,t ::'11,,, u" lh-pOiIlt 
III to h(l Inbu, I,ut tLe !;tIIIC 

I. to r,., rllPQrtcd 11.1 Ibe 
I~rd ror fllJ4trut:tiou~. 

1 The word 11 wbole " 
I:iignifies treble 
duty - paid vGlue. 
'rhe frnctiODS re-
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present the coned­
ponding propor· 
tioos of the troblo 
duty-paid vlllue. 
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