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9th Deoember, 1954. 

Dear Kelly , 

Dunbar asked me to send you a report on the attempted 
gun_running inoident on the lJ.'yrone/Monaghan border on Monday 
night. 

Here it is. This represents the position up to Wednesday 
evening. Acoording to this ('1'hursday) morn:lng's Press, Turner, 
the wounded Customs Offioer, is Bl~tly improved but st Ul 
seriously Ul~ 

A.J. Kelly, Esq. , C.B.E., 
Roae ott"1l)e, 
Whitehall, 
LOlII)ON. S.W,1. 

DD. 

Yours sinaerely, 

~, 



REPORr ON IND IDENT TlROIiil,1!oNA!~UJl 1lORIlEl! ON TIlE JIlllI£f 

aF 6rI! DIDmBEl!, 125lt 

On the 6th December, 19~, four preventive of'tioera of' the CustOllB Serriae 
were patrolliag in a oar at !'aver Royal, AqghMoloyo, Coumy Tyrou. abont 300 
yards f'roDI the i'rontier with the Irish Republia. Tllelr _ are 'If .. X ...... 
Douglas Thompaon, Peter Ho1'o am John TU1"II8r, all U ... lDg at "uD'Daoloy. They 
.. er. travelliDg from the direction of the i'roDtier wh_ the,)' .... w ... UDl~.a 
motOZ'_van travelling in the opposite d:ireoiiion, j)e., towards the t'ftlltiel'. 
The driver of this 'VaD attempted to tUl"R his veb.ic1& but the officers PN'lem:c 
this by pulliDg their oar across his path. TIle offioere got oat to qaeetion 
the driver aad were Dlmediatoly set l\Pon by lUJa alii t_ other IIell who w ..... 
also tra veUiDg io the won. A atra:ggle b_ .. the two part i08 followed, io 
the course of which a shot was 4i8al\argel f'roa a 1'8Yol'YV carried by one of tlw 
four occupants of the van, whioh serioualJr 'WOUIIied 1"anezo. Present eYi.d __ 
seems to ilIiioate that the shot was DOt deliberately a_ at a"ll' of the offi_. 
The four men escaped am ran off in .the d:iftction of the frontier leaviDg the 
van behind. 

Tumer was taken to Dunga.nDGD. hospital where he ia stUl detained su:ttviDg 
from. a stomaoh woum. He is oonsldered by the doctors to haft about aa eY«A 

emnce of' recovery. 

On examjnation, the van was fown to contain the following art1olea:_ 

One Thompson machine gun, lIim1s the stook.. 
Four ri:f"les. 
One revolver. 
One IIil.ls hand grenade. 
Aoollt 1,600 %'oums of AIJIDUn; t ion o~ w.rioua calibres. 
A number of stioks of gelignite .. DtDIber tDIOerlaia _ as I considered, 

owiDg to the oolliition of thia 
Jllaterlal, that it was dangel"OUB to 
haDdle it. 

Two overooats aId a raincoat. 
'two sUit oases contaiIW3,g a quantity ot UDderal.othiDg, a towel, ... 

blankets and a prayer book. 

The lfeapons am some of the ammunition had been badly lookccl afier, but 
were capable of use. 

Ownership of the van _:s/ tra~"ed to a ..... __ Daniel O'X.IIIE 
Mountfiel.d, County Tyrone. he and his ...... th 

On of the 7th December the two O'XAlll!'jJ repGrted h tha 
Civio Gua:td at XomgjJ.an that thoU-~ had b_ otolen 1'ra that towa duriJIg 
the preoediDg 24- hours. The two O'Xdl! 's returned to Northwn Irelalli this 
morning and were detai:aed by the police on suspicion of' baring been ooacerne4 
in the attempted mw:der of John TUIlR1R. The,)' at of 
writing, been put on an identitiaaticm pal'8.do. have DOt 
yet been traced. '!'hey are J no doubt t in the are lacat.a 
they tOQ..wm be put up for ideu.ti:f'ieatioa. 



The two O'KANE'g have been aharged at a Speo1al Co_ at Clomer with 
shooting at Preventive Of'f'iaQ' 'fORND 'With intea'\ to lIIl"der, ani have beeD. 
remanded in custody • 

• 

llinistry of HOlM Affairs. 
Stormont" Belfast. 

• 18th Deoaober. 19'"" 

I 
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'c''tAcr p,e~<=,.,r 2:X(",~ 

7...'("'9" /I-/ ~ fP.ff. 

NO FURTHER vthir 

THE BROTHERS . suut. . 
... Mountfield. ~;~~~p~~~~~~~;~ . for the aixtJl time, before a ~ Couf- at Cloqher 

to-day. charqed. 'to murder John G. 
Customs at Favor Ro~ 

good. Tb., 

They hIM' 'suffered a term of 
Imprisonment. and they would 
like It to 80 out to ..... pullllo 
that they had nothing to dO _I." 
and had no attachment to people 
who went In for that IOrt of 
thIns. 
Accused had dealings with people 

of every deno}l1ination and all sorts 
of persuasio~ in the course at their 
business as livestock traders. 

CLEARED 
It these I ~eople got it into their 

heads that bis clients had any con, 
ection with the kind ot thing with 

which they were charged it would 
militate against their business. 

j
They wou!a like, therefore, that it 
should be made plain that they 
were cleared at anything connected I 
with the Fharge. 

, ~r. Eil!Ott said it was unfortunatA!. 
'but the police had a duty to per­
form and Inquiries to make. There 
was no evidence against accused 
and the1 stood Quite cleared of the 
unfortunate affair as far as the 
Court was concerned and be (his 
Worship) could do nothing more 
about,il 

Accused then left the Court 
accompanied by their solicitor. 

DO further 


