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A Justification of the R eformer. 
By" PossoS"." 

ItIJNE or Ih' mo", "[;'nl roal",~ or Ih, 
\ present day is the vast amount of 

toleration which is bein~ shown 
lOwards reformers in all walks of life. 

The persecutor has not yet retired to obli \'ion, 
but his field of operation is becoming daily more 
limited, and the fool with his weapon fashioned 
in ridicule is fast disappearing before the 
enlightenment of man'" broader vision. The 
reformer no longer walks alone on the mountain 
tops a prominent mark for the tyrants aim, or 
the butt for his weak· kneed brethrens' feeble 
wit ; but, instead. he is generally the centre of 
a considerable grou~ who proudly own him 
leader, and willingly aid him in his efforts to 
ameliorate their common 101. Consequently we 
are all spectawrs to-dny of a great movement of 
the several units of society, which, whHher 
they intend i~ to be so or nor, are nevertheless 
converging towards a poilll where the benefits 
resuhing (rom their labours will advantag~ously 
affect society as a whole. 

As a writ.:r has apdy said, all gmdes hare 
their own special drummer, and it therefore 
follows that we cannOt maimain all uniform 
speed in the march of life; but it is generally 
conceded that we get theT!~ all the same, and 
this, we take it, is the main thing. At one 
time n the march the drumming may be slow, 
at another the reSl>onse may be f.:eble, but 
great indeed wou ld b.: the disaster if w.: e\'er 
came to a dead stop. 

That the drums have been sounding in the 
Customs department for many years may be 
surprising information to many of the younger 
generation, but it is nevertheless a facl. The 
parting presentations which periodically occur 
in our service are often the occasion for the re~ 
fighting of old battles and many and interesting 
are the rem iniscences of bygone days. And if 
we believe the chroniclers the facilities for a fair 
stand-up fight were not nearly so favourable 
then as now, for which we younger bloods are 
maybe doubtfully thankful. At all events the 
fair and earnest fighter tCKiay can take con­
siderable heart of grace from the fact that many 
men who have attained to high and honourable 
distinction in the service were men who also 
saw then, as they do now, that much 
characterised the conditions that required 

altering, and, what is better, had the courage 
to help bring the necessary changes about. 

A speaker at a recent gathering, met to bid 
farewell to a Custom~ official, made the remark 
that agitation was bad-very bad, but it was 
sometimes necessary. We agree that agitation 
is bad, but the necessity for it is worse-much 
worse. And it says something for our service 
that it has always included men in its ral,ks 
who have manfully borne the disabilities which 
often attended agitation rather than submit to 
conditions which they con scientiously believed 
to be unjust. Itis oneoftheredeemingfeatures 
of those who are most uncompromisingly 
opposed to the reformer and alt his works that 
they often entertain feelings of admiration for 
the qualities which inspire the agitator, while 
at the same time making no secret of their 
contempt for those who submissively bear the 
pressure of the heel. 

Perhaps the best ju!tification of the reformer 
lies in the fact that he or his successors invari­
ably get there in the long run. Votes for 
Revenue officials, improved classification, en­
hanced increments and Sunday Pay a te a few 
of the many results of the reformer's work, and 
if much yet remains to be done, our experience 
dearly indicates the methods we should employ. 
Individual liberty is not the least of the 
reformer's victories, and terroism is now only 
the weapon of a few whose ignorance of men 
and manners renders recourse to other means 
impossible for them. Thf'se cases are happily 
rare, however, and all Customs officials can 
to-day have their appeal to C:esnr. 

All then that remains as the necessary 
quantity to complete the ~UI\1 of success is a 
loyal and earnest body of followers to aid our 
reformers in their work, and with the splendid 
example of the fighters of the past before us, 
with local tyrannies practically unknown, and 
only po.~sible where cowardice succumbs to the 
weapon of fear, with the legitimacy of agitation 
firmly e:.tablished (and, as concessions we enjoy 
tCKiay can amply testify, highly justifiable) to 
encourage, help and guide us, we should strive 
with rene\\"~d energy to sweep away what 
injustice yet remain as a reproach to our man­
hood, and in short take to our hearts the advice 
of the poet when he ten.~ U5-

" If you want to win your battle, 
Take and work your bloomin' guns." 
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Saccharine Smuggling at 

Queent>orough. 

At Sittingbourne 1>oIice court, Hyman 
Finebcrg, a Russian Jew, described as a 
Mineral Water ManufacUl rer, Oxford Street, 
London, was brought up on remand, charged 
with smuggling 210 ounces of Saccharine at 
Queenborough, with intent to defraud H. M. 
Customs on the 9th ult. 

Mr. T. Ward, Solicitors' depMtment, H.M. 
Customs, appeared to prosecute. 

It appears from the statement for the 
prosecution that the duty on Saccharine as 
iml>OSecJ by law is u. 3d. per ounce Saccha­
rine is known to be 550 times sw~ter than 
sug ... r, and the figures are arrived at on that 
basis. The smuggling of Saccharine has 
always been regarded as deserving a severe 
penalty as it occupies \'ery small bulk. The 
accused, Fine~g, was a passenger by the 
Flushing boat Wilhelmina, and when detected 
packages of Saccharin!::, nine of ",hich were 
disco\'ered first, he having previously 
had in his possesJiion tweh'e separate 
denied the possession of any dutiable articles. 
The rnl".aru of concealment was by placing the 
saccharine inside h"'rd starched shirt fronts. 
The magistrates were invited to impose the 
fUll ptnalty. 

Robert Goo. Offen, the Customs Officer, who 
detected the illicit trading, and to whom much 
credit is due, produced the packages 01 
saccharine fo r the inspection of the Bench. 

In defence it was argued that Fineberg was 
tempted by a friend in Holland to bring the 
saccharine over. He had heen nine years in 
busine~s in London as a mineral water manu­
facturer, and was in a small way of bu~iness. 

As this was Fineberg's first offence, the 
Bench refrained from imposing the full penalty 
but fined him £18 155., the treble duty on the 
sa.ccha.rine, or, in default of payment., three 
months' hard labour. 

The money was a t once forthcoming. 
Mr. J. Maguire, Surveyor. represented the 

Customs, and Messrs. R. G. OITen, Preventive 
Man in charge, and S. C. Pearson, PreventiTe 
1bn, were the seizing offi~rs. 

Clever Evasions of Customs Laws 
(ConJffuUiJ.) 

(From Chester's Chronicles.) 

The Customs refused to deliver the goods 
free, and BaTTY paid the duties under protest, 
and commenced an action against the 
Government. 

It was speedily discovered that Barry had an 
unanswerable case, and the Treasury wi.sely 
submitted to his terms of Compound by a 
payment of £4,100. This claim was paid by 
the Government in the Y1:':ar 1848. 

The largest and heaviest fight with the 
Government, conducted by Mr. Barry, was on 
the following case. 

By Article I r. of a treaty of commerce, dated 
July 20th, 18 ' 5, between this country and the 
United States, it was provide<l that no higher 
duties should be imposed upon the importation 
into the United Kingdom of articles, the 
produce of America, than were levied on 
anicles the produ~ of any foreign country, 
thereby placing the United States on the nme 
footing as the most favoured nation. 

By a Tariff Act (6 or Wm. 4) which took 
effect from August, 1836, a duty of one penny 
ptr quarter was imposed on rice in the bushel 
from the west coast of Africa, the duty on the 
like aflicle from America under a prevIous Act 
being 2 6 per bushel j so that when African 
rice only paid a penny, the United Sfates had 
to pay 20;· per quarter, ani under the advice 
of Mr. BaTTY, impaners of American rice 
tendered duty at the bwer rate to the Customs' 
officials in London and Lh'erpool, which were 
rerused. Payment of the high!::r sums claimed 
was made under llrotest, the Government at 
first insisting on the larger due as their 
undoubted right. 

Mr. Barry, on behalr of his clients, the 
importers, commenced all action at law to try 
the question. The validity of his claim was, 
however, so evident that Sir Robert Peel, then in 
power, was forced to admit the justice of the 
demand, and consent to refund the payments 
made betwten the years 1836 and 1841, when 
the law was altered to remove all doubts on the 
subject. 'The settlement was nOt carried out 
until the year 1846, whe,l the Government 
refunded the sum of £94,653. 

Mr. Bury deserved considerable credit for 
the way in which he overcame the Government. 
What share he recei\'ed for his pains is not 
known,but his tact and shrewd knowledge of the 
weak points of Customs Laws enabled him to 
make the Exchequer in these three instances 
disgorge not If'sS than £ 181,653' 
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S MUGGLING. 
From the Annual Report of the Hon, 

Commihioners of H.:\f. CuStom.s. 

In the subjoined statement of seizures in 
cases of att~mpts to smuggle dutiable goods, a 
companson of the figures for 1005-6, with the 
preceding yeM, disclose.~ an increase in the 
quantities of Tobacco, Cigars, and Spirits 
seized, and in the amount of the penalties 
recovered. while the numbt::r of seizures, 
persons fined, and P'<"nalties r~o\'ered has 
declined. Of the increase in the quantity of 
seized Tobacco ~nd Cigarli, more than 5,000 lbs 
is accounted for by the arrest and conriscation 
with their cargoes of contraband, of two Dutch 
coopers, ".\'ordsler " and "Acti\·c," which 
were captured by H.M.S. "Argull," inside the 
three miles limit off the Humber. 

These vessels are said to have formed part 
of a fleet of ,se\·en coopers (i.~. floating spirit 
and tobacco sho~s) , all of Dutch nationality. 
The Cargoes of these coopers are usually 
shipped In Holland, and are sold chiefly to the 
crews of the Fishing Fleets which collect at 
various places round the coast during the 
herring fishing season. Endeavours are made 
to prevent the landing of goods obtained in 
this way by supplementing the pre\·enli~·e force 
at the cnief fishing port.'i, and by stationing 
officers at certain OUllYlOg fishing stations at 
which the trade is in."iufficient to ~uire the 
."ien·ice.i of an officer throughout the year. 
The land force stationed in the Orkney and 
Shttland Isles and the N.E. Coast cf ::icodand 
is assisted by the Admiralty cruiser, ."ipecial1; 
emplop:~d in keeping order among the tishing 
\·essel."i, which patrols the coast and endeavours 
to intercept contraband goods being conveyed 

!rom the cooper .. to the hore. .. Cooperage" 
IS a constant source of anxiety, and its conU'ol 
i."i dependent upon the co-operation of the 
Adnurait), l.cr i t' ~. 

Apart from the important .seizure referred to, 
the quantity of Tobacco and Cigars ."Ieized is 
above the a\era .. e for the preceding nine years. 
Blit, in addition, two large stiIU~ of Sacr.ha.rin 
of 150 Ib!l. respt.Cti\ely were made. In the 
former case the goods were seized in London 
by our detective sraft'; and in the latter case 
the Saccharin was concealed in casksofearlhen· 
ware, imported at Folkestone from Boulogne. 
In both instances tha offenders were committed 
to prison ill default of payment of the penalties 
impo."ied. 

A n increase is noticeable in the number of 
per.'§Ons convicted in non·summary cases. 

The whole of the sound tobacco seized is 
sent to Criminal Lunatic Asyl ums for con· 
sumption b} the inmates, thus relieving the 
votes of those deparlmellts f:om the cost of 
purchasing an equivalent amount, and the 
tobacco not fit for consumption in this way, 
but useful for fumigating purposes, is sent to 
the Botanical Gardens at Ke" nnd Edinburgh. 

During the year ended the 31St March last, 
the quantiries of tobacco disposed of in this 
manner "ere as follows:­

Criminal lunatic AsylUms 
Bot.mical Gardens 

6818 " 

The remainder was de."itroyed as worthless. 
Cigars and other goods (except Saccharin) are 
sold, and the proceeds carried to the Cro"n's 
accounts, 

Statement concerning Smuggling during each 
of the Piut ten Financial yean:-

Quantities Seized. No. of persons fined. Penaltie!'i recover(d -----------. -~ -j'Q = " J ji-" ~ .., - .., 
~ 

E ]. 0'0 ~ c'!: C " "l!" .. 8 .. '5- ~ ~ So!i • ,; " ;l 
4I~ :s ~ 110'- ,,; .8~<.I~1J) E • g~ -g .ll C:S 11(10-0 3.3l:!fc u • 'ij . .:: E • ~ " N :s '" c u " ".- 5 0 E 

'nq'" ;,~ ,0 ~'ij lie; o~ 0 C E . - ,,"00 • .... 0 • • -- z >;:' o~ • Z ~ru 0 ~ C • < 
.... 0 ., - "" 0 • 

Ibs. galls. 

"" 18~7 . ·. ·47°5 44i6 699. ,,. ... 2707 ... " 27 19 . .. 26,6 .. 47°3 
.898 .. 4255 ,06, 6244 5' ... :QI2 .. " 2414 .,,'380 ... ·P74 
1899'" 3925 3758 6"5 4<3 ... 2251.·· <0 2,61 ... 22~2 ... 2631 
1900 ... 3718 3671 6,84 '0' ... 21 38 ... '5 216 3 ... 21 39 .. 3679 
19°1.·· .opS8 4041 9 199 '·3 ... 2545··· " 25 63 ... 2531.·· 4460 
19°2 .. . 4701 i'I9 1 8350 <03 ... 2799··· '3 2812 ... 27ij7 .. · 4743 
1903 ... 424' 40i5 8883 ,. ... 25 29 ... '0 2549 ... 2SIY· .. 430 6 
1904··· 3490 3359 8321 '43 ... 1944··· 

,. 
1970 ... 1944 .. 3' 00 

19°5 .. · 4 103 3940 8P3 93 ... 257 1 ... '. '590 ... 2574·· · 3570 
1906 ... 3797 3624 12372 ,8. ... 23 27 ... 35 236 , ... 23 23 ... 3790 
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Sa/.udo.!. &11, 6,,,. rt)06. 

That part of the report of the Li\'erpool 
Conference, reported in our last issue, relating 
to the present condition of Association affairs 
of .he London Prt\'enti,'e Officers, is very 
unsatisfactory indet>d. We are confident that 
there is not a single Preventive Officer at that 
port who has a ..... ord to ~y in (avor of the 
present aspect of affairs. Nor must it ,be 
inferred that the average London Preventive 
Officer is nOt in sympathy with,ordoes not loyally 
support, the Association. It is safe to assume 
that every member of the grade feels the 
absolute necessity of supporting the movement ; 
in point of fact we have st:ver~[ private com­
munications in{avourolsuch a View. Therefore, 
we may safdy state that the absence of a 
London repr~sentative from the Liverpool 
gathering is not a safe criterion of the.allimde 
of the London Officers at the present Juncture 
of Association warfar~. 

There are, undoubtedly, many great obstacles 
in the way of keeping the London officers 
thoroughly organised, especially with reference 
10 m~tings, &c., but we see no reason why th~ 
London staff should not elect its r~presentativ~ 
on th~ Executive Council 0( the .'\ssociation, 
and thus voice its views on the mo\'ement 
generally. 

The Saccharine smuggling prosecution, re­
ported in another column, i.s furthe~ proof 
of the illicit trade which is being carned on, 
and the strict necessity for a strong Waterguard 
service to check such large frauds on the 
Customs revenut:. 

We hear that five tins, containing about 
I2 lbs. of Saccharine were recently found 
floa ting in the river Thames below Gravesend, 
It is supposed that the tins had been thrown 
ov~rboard by a passenger on a Rotterdam 
steamer bound up to London. The special 
form of packing the article, and the exceedingly 
high rate of duty f~rms a. v~ry lucrative 
inducement for smuggling, which the Customs 
ought to seriously consider, 

A corresponQent writes: "The r~port of the 
proceedings at the Liverpool Conference 
appears to have given almost universal salu.. 
faction. J know it is impossible to pleaSe 

e\'t'ryone, but we think that the Preventive 
Officer;, as a body, are prepared to support 
their Eucutive, whose sen· ices in the past are 
the surest guarantee of th~ir determination 
to bring the cause which has been entrusted to 
their care to a successful issue." 

It appears that some Examining Officers are 
indignant because it is proP:Osetl that one of 
their number should be placed LI\ charge of the 
Uniform Clothing supply. We hope that if 
there is a dearth of candidates, comideration 
will be given to the c:1aims of some of the 
older Preventive Officers, many of whom are 
quite capable of discharging the duties of such 
a position . 

We trust that the gold lace on the new 
uniform of the Preventive Officers will be of 
different material to that at present issued, 
which is ('If the cheapest and flimsiest possible 
make. However good the cloth, any uniform 
would 500n look shabby With such poor 
adornments. 

Touching on our prc\·ious remark in 
reference to the rejection of a candidate for th~ 
position of Pre,'entive ~Ian on 'ttount of 
colour blindness, a correspondent IHJles to say 
that it is time that the regulations as to defecti\'e 
eyesight in candidates for appointment in the 
Customs department "ere revised, It is "ell 
known that some of our best and smartest 
officers a re slightly short,sighted, and such 
a defect has in no way interfered with the 
proper discharge of their duties. It is most 
absurd to disqualify young men .. ho have 
passed for Assistanu on account of ey~ight. 
The parents of intending candidate should g~l 
some Member of Parliament to bring this 
question before th~ proper authorities. 

The Waterguard staff has so oft~n been com­
pared with the police force, that the following 
rema rks of the Chief Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Police, relating to the average 
service on promotion, before the Commission 
sitting in London, must be of especial interest 
to our readers ;-

Sir Edward stated that the a\'erage service 
of constables promoted to be sergeanu wa~ 
8 years 3 months; sergeantstostationsergeanb. 
1 4 years; station sergeants to inspectors, 1 5 

years 11 months; inspectors to sub d~v~s!onal 
inspectors, 18 years 5 months j sub-<ilvlslonal 
inspectors to chief inspectors, 20 years 5 
months. We only wish the Waterguard staff 
could have such a record of promotion. 
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Preventive Officers' Associa tion No tes. 

A Valuable Appointment . 

ha\·t: oCtal said, and I rt:peat, that in my 
opinion an Assistantship of Customs is a 
valuable post, and wt:1I wOtth ,. going 111" for. 
Tht: duties are no doubt of a rt'Sponsible 
nature, but to the average man that makes 
them all the more aUfllctive. The disagrt'eablt: 
thing about ordinary desk work is its monotony 
and its lack of independence and liberty. I 
han~ to hand a nOtt: from an old pupil in 
London, who says ;_U As regards Service 
mattent, thert: are the usual rumour~ of re· 
organisatiun .nd so on, but such rumours are 
rarely worth much. The latest scheme is one 
for the abolitl\Jn of the Board of Customs 
and the amalgamation of the Customs and 
EIci~ Departments und",r a :'o l inister, but as it 
emanated from those dauntless agitators, the 
Wa!l:rguard Staff, I do not suppose it will come 
to much.· 

The above is ukt:n from Tlu Plo/Jib Frit"d, 
& journal of popular and mstructive 
)iteraturt!. A column is devoted for C.vil 
~ice and other students, and is conducted 
by llr. W. S. Thomson, ~f.A., Abtrdeen. The 
General Secretary of our Association having 
his attention dra .. m to tht: paragraph ",'rote 
Mr. Thomson, pointing out that his old pupil 
was in error m slluing that the latest scheme 
emanated from the Waterguard Stall. Mr. 
Thomson §O far has not publi~hed the cor· 
rection. We do not thank the unknown 
gentleman for his ullsc,licitt:d cenificate of 
merit, but we a re at one with him in his 
opmion .. that an A~!>istantship of Customs is a 
valuablt: 1>(>'1, and well worth going in fo r." 
Thei r prosl>t!Gts are exceptionally good, they 
have no grievances, and agitation is a thing 
unknown. 

The Executive Councillors for 1901 fall 10 
be elected this month, and nomination papers 
are now in circulation. It is pleasing to note 
that a desire exists that the Upper Section 
should have its dut: proportionate representation 
on the Eucutivt: Council. t:I itherto there has 
been a difficulty in getting Upper Section 
Officers to accept office; why, ..... e do not know, 
for many of them a re active members of their 
local branches, and have done, and are now 
doin, splendid service. The present is a good 
opportunity to remedy this defect 

Preventive ""'en's Associat ion Notes. 

Touching on the general appro\·al by the 
Preventive ME'n of the business transact~ at 
the rKent Pre\'entive Officers' Association 
Conference, ..... e heartily agree with the various 
resolutions passed. It is needless to 
enumerate the different items, but they are of a 
wide and comprehensive nature. 

Wt: feel sure that if the resolutions were 
favoura.bly con§idered by the Treasury, the 
present condition of the grade would be 
materially improl'ed. 

T he friendly proposal to amalgamate 
wit h our grade on <Iueslions where our 
interesu are identical is a splendid augury for 
t he future. 

The quel'tions which the conference decided 
10 lay before the TreaMlry are to form the 
strongest planu in our platform, with which 
will be included such questions as the as!>ess­
menl of character and the present system of 
issuing" Stars." 

We are very pleased to see that the vexed 
question of Sunday Pay, or the system of 
Sunday dUly, was fuUy decided upon. We 
have JUSt received anOlht:r complaint in which 
a Preventive Man, removed to another port, 
has been instructed, by Board's Order, that 
Crown·s overtime is not allowed for Sunday 
duty. 

The SUper- ' SIOIl ~yMem i~ another 
grievanct: seriously affecting the Preventive 
Mtn. We are informed that Assistants are 
being called upon to perform the dutit:s of 
Preventive Officer in smali ports, this duty 
h.1ving previously been allotted to the Preventive 
men. It is vtry 5atisfa.ctory to note that strong 
representations will be mad.: by both Water­
guard Associations in favour of a more complete 
administration of our branch of the service. 

Ourreaders will have now received the circular 
asking for r'-.5Olutions to be submitted at the 
forthcoming Conference of the Associalion. 

We ask an early response to the request 
in order that our f;lI"ecuth'e Council may 
have a n opportunity of thoroughly mastering 
the subjects a re the Conference assembles. 
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* N . Q. A . 

NOTES, QUEST IONS and ANSWERS. 

All eorltribl,llioru of" NOltl, Questions.nd Al'ts1fe ... 
for insertion in thi. column lhould be addreuec'l­
Bditor, .. The CUStoml Journal," c:a~ of the PIIblbber, 
10, PonlaDd Place, Prospect ... neel, 111,111, .od marked 
N.Q.A. in the comer arlhc cn.-elope. 

By PuI'1CHltON C,W.NOISH. 

QUESTIONS. 

HI. A vessel arri ves from Sydney having on 
board six pigs as sJ/Jrtl, which the Master 
desires to land dead or alive. Is he alloww to 
land them? If so, under what conuitiolls? 
" B." 

222 . Is a Certificate or Registry a document 
of title? " Cr~k!' 

:nI3. Define the term" Spirit.:! of Win~" 
:n4. Explain how three packages of 

deceased seaman's effects would be dealt with 
if sem home to nexl-oi"·kin by the British Consul 
III Port Said. " Ajax." 

:1'35. What is meant by .. Jogger, ?" 
" Sapper." 

226. Descrihethe official sense of "Gravity?" 
.. Hamlet." 

ANSWEI(S. 

220. Seizure: (Q) Brandy. Bottles. 
~. d. 

M proof gall. : single duty at U /4 a 10 

..j'Jti liquid gall. : single value at 10,' 3 J 

Single value and duty 5 I1 

Note.- The duty is cakulated on the jrDPj and 
the \'alue on the "(/lltif. 

(6). Perfumed Spirits in bottle. 

Nlf gall. at 19 ' I duty 
Do. at 17 3 value ••. 

s. d. 
, '0 
, 1 

Single value and duty 5 5 

.. PERSEVERANCE." 

.. E.]. R. a!k.~: .. The Master of a \'~ssel 
wishes to pay rluty on the following private­
stores. A.sse!s the duty and fine 

i lb. Tobacco Ca\·. 
~ lb. Tobacco, O.S. 
f lb. Cigars." 

The point of Mr. R.'s question re private­
effects is presumably the jin~. A method of 
dealing with this matter was established __ a 
large pon by the Accountant and Controller­
General Sixpence per Ib, was to be received 
on each lb. of all SOILS of tobaccos, and 6d. 
per lb. additional for each lb., and part of a 
pound of Ca\'endish. It was a simple solution, 
which got rid of the old c.'l.1cula tions of pro­
portion. These reckonings being only necessary 
now (or passengers' fraClions under I Code, p. 
462. The ass«sment would be :-

s. d. 
i lb. Cav. Tobacco 
~ lb. 0.5. do. I I1 

f lb. Cigars 4 6 

Total duty 7 6 
Fine on li i.e. :I lb. of all rorts 

at 6<1. 0 

Do additionalonii.e. rlb.Cav. 0 6 

9 0 

" P.C." 

Answer to Mr. E. H.-The Shipwrecked 
Dog Mr. E. H. inquires about would probably 
be securely isolated in the Police Station, or in 
the Preventh'e Officer's garden, and a sug­
gestion ..... ired to the Board of Agriculture for 
its dispos.al. One of three courses might be 
adopted: (a) The delivery to be licensed; (6) 
its re-shipment j (c) an official and daunt 
burial. "P.C." 

Coas t Watch er s. 

It has been suggested that the Board of 
Trade should organise some permanent system 
of coast lI'atchers in place of the coastguards­
men removed by the Admiralty. The proposal 
comes from Sunderland, where it is held that 
the ~\'ing of life from wrecks this winter will 
be materially hampered by the laclt or authentic 
ne"'-s. 

• 
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AU8wer to I· O roo." 

The item you inq uire afler appeared in 
T,..'!, o( October 19th, ' 90S , a nd the (ollowing 

i.e;; the uact terms o( the paragraph :-
.. A~ u,>ual at Ihis season of the year, when 

many peop\(: are coming home (rom t'1e 
Continent, I am again being urged to notice the 
stupidity and oppressiveness of Ihe Board of 
A;:ricuhure regulations with regArd 10 the 
iruportation ot' dogs. Under Ihe regulatious 
IlO .... inlorcc, every dog brought into the country 
(rom abro.'ld must be (!uaranti ned (or sill: 
monthsat a veterinary surgeon·s. or alternatively, 
(or the same period (reducible by specia l fal'ou r 
to three months) at home. In the laner case. 
however, Ihe following conditions have to be 
observed :-The ()wner mu~t make a prepay· 
mo:nt of £lS for alleged veterinary expenses. 
and the dog m"~t ( I) wear an Immovable con· 
~s harnC'>S marked in large leners " in 
quarantine (or rabies " ; (2) be not only muzzled 
'out chained .Mon taken out for exercise. and 
~3 ncelH: a v ~t from a \'elerinary daily a t 
first, and &heniard .. e\-ery other day (or the 
.. hcle period. 
Th~ n-qu;raDePb an:- pn:p ... terous even 

",hen dog-; are UDponed for saJe ~e, and they 
are doubly 50 fOl" ~s wen abroad and 
returning ~ome in the care of pnVilte owners. 

To the poorer cla~ of ua,·elkn the payment 
is prohibitive, and Ihe other rub are need· 
lessly severe and harassing_ ~ome quarantiDt: 
might. perhaps, be rt:asonably impose<!. but 
""hen the leading \elerinarr authorititJ; give 

J: \leeks as the period of incubation for rabies. 
.. absurd that the dog should have to be 

u~l)' quarantined for six months. and the 
a :y is accent ua ted by the fact that no 

whate\'er is made between dogs 
countries where the disease is 
those from countries where it is 

that exalted personages openly 
back fro m the Continent 
-on in quarantine. and I 

" other persons have 
\I by smuggling their 

wiU be done as 
:M) unjustifiably 
~muggring goes 

. rd's pretence 
which has 

Prev entive Ollicers' Association. 
L ,,' V,RI'OOI. HIIA!'fCIt. 

T he adjourned quarterly meeting of the 
Liverpool branch of the Pre\·t lll ive Officers' 
Association " as held at 35. London Road, on 
the 2ith September. there being a good 
attendance. 

T he minutes of the la~t quarterly meeting 
and of other meetings held during the quarter 
were read and confirmed. 

The local secretary ,ubmitled his quarterly 
report. she __ in~ that the recent additions 10 the 
class had bt comf' member~, and that the branch 
was well supported throughout the district. 

The met:ling reviewed the work done by the 
ElI:ccUlive while in conference at Liverpool on 
the 6th a nd 7th inst. and it was propo~ed, 
seconded, and unanimously agreed .. That 
this meeting regard with much satisfaction the 
decisions of the Executive on the ~"vera l 
subjects dealt with, espc<:ial'y the decision with 
reference to the examination of Free GoO<.h, 
the same being in accordance with previoui 
resolutions of this branch. 

Correspondence was read, and general 
business transacted. 

T he meeting closed with a heo'l rty vote of 
thanks to the president in the chair. 

North Sea .. Cooperlng." 

Ca r go of Tobncco and Cigars. 

H M Re\'enue cutter. Argus, has seized and 
brought into Gri msby the Dutch vessel, ) I:lrill. . 
on a charge of alle~ed "coopering." 

T he Master of the Argus "fell in with the 
Maria " within the three mile limit ofT th~ 
mouth or the Humber with every manifestati(m 
of doing ill icit busintJ;s amongst the fj"hing 
tra wlers. After being placed in the }\ltxamlra 
Dock. the Customs stafT o\'erhauled the vessel 
and found about £ 140 _orlh of tobacco and 
£ 120 worth of ci~ars. There was also a 
small quanti ty of spin ts. 

The whole cargo was ~ited, and the cre ..... ·• 
five in number, taken in charge to the To\\n 
H all, where they .. ill be formally charged with 
the offence. Although" coopering " halO H!ry 
largely decreased in recent years, there is still 
a considerable trade being carried on 
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•• Goofe Mems .... in the " Hull Daily 
Mail." 

Cases of smuggling now-a-days are very 
little heard of at Goole, though now and 
again a seaman is caught with tobacco 
concealed, endeavouring thus to evade 
pal'ment of duty, Such a case came 
be ore the local magistrates recently, the 
defendant being a Norwegian, and the 
sccond mate of a steamer trading betwccn 
the Ouse port <lnd continent. The fact 
that the tobacco weighcd close upon a 
stone and a half gives one the impression 
th at the offending one had a market for 
his importation, and the Customs author­
ities suspected that a trade was :being 
done. 

There are many cases of smuggling 
which are never made public, for the 
reason that as the concealed tobacco is 
usually not a large quantity, the smuggler 
is given the option of either paying treble 
" alue and duty or being taken belore the 
magistrate, where he would pr:>bably only 
have to pay single value and duty. As a 
rule he pays up and heilrs no lIlore about 
it. but in the case of a police· court p rose­
cution he ru ns the ri sk of losing his 
s ituation. 

There is a certain fascinr.tion about 
smuggling which in some cases a seaman 
cannot resist. It is not that he makes a 
f!"rcat deal out of it; in fact. in some 
InslanCes he gi\'cs away the tobilcco or 
cigars, or whatever it may be; but he 
takes credit to himself for oeing cute 
cnough to elude the vigilance of the 
Customs officials. 

" The King's Preventive Man." 

We have been favourt:d with a copy of a 
musical composition entitled "The King's 
Prt\entive Man." The \Iords are by Mr. W. 
Reid, and it is composed by Mr. T. A. 
Langham, both members, we believe, of the 
Customs Service. The word!> are very 
appropriate indeed, and the melody is decidedly 
tuneful. 

We heanily commend it to our reader~, and 
we hope it will have a place in the programme 

at the social gatherings, &c., helJ throughout 
the service. We regret that extreme pressure 
on space forbids us inserting the verses in our 
columns, but copies may be obtained frOm Mr 
Langham, SS, Maud Road, PJai:'low, E., at 
the modest price of 6d each copy. 

Smuggling at Goofe. 

At Goole Police-court, Christla.n Reitan. 
second mate on board the steamer" U rda," 
of Norwa.y, was charged with smuggling 
201bs. of cavendish tobacco. 

~Ir. Edrupt. collector of Customs;, Goole, 
stated that the vessel arrived at Goole 
from Terneuzen . and the tobacco was 
found concealed in a spare ventilator at 
the top of the engine-room Skylight, 

Preventive Officer Burton gave evidence 
as to the finding of the tobacco, adding 
he acquainted the captain of the discovery. 
and he mustered all the crew on dcck. In 
a few moments priMmer admitted that the 
tobacco was his. 

Replying to the Chairman, prisoner 
s..'l.id that was his 3rd ,'oyage to Terneusen. 
He was very "despairing about money." 
His wife had been "ick for about two years 
at hOlll(~. 

The Captain stated that prisoner had 
been about 4' months on the ship, and he 
had had no complaints. He receiW'·d 
£3 Its. per month wages, and .£3 of it 
went to his wife. 

Mr. Taylor; That leaves him with J I S. 
per month. However, it is a serious 
offence, and we cannot let him off with a 
single fine. He WilS in a position to know 
better. and he will have to pay 4s. 6d. 
cost'l, and £12 13s. 4d. double value and 
duty. 

The Captain paid the fine. 

Smuggling at Harwich . 
For smuggling 611bs. of Cigars at 

Parkeston, Henrick Jansen, egg merchant, 
of Stoke Newington, '\as fined £10 & costs. 

The Admiralty ha\'e granted increa~ed 
pay, varying from 6d. to 25. per week, to 
the mechanics and !Okilled labourers em­
ployed in the constructive, engineering, 
and tJectrical departments of Port ~mollth 
Dock-yard, to date from April 2nd last. 



Appointments, Promotions, 
Removals. 

Mr. Howell, Assistant, London to 
Nt;\\hdVtH 

Mr. McWilliam, Assistant London la 
Glasgow 

Mr. Griffiths, Assistant, Greenock to 
Glasgow 

Mr lianlon. Preventive Officer, lower 
section, London, to Preventive Officer, 
lower section, and second officer, Tralec 

Mr. Daniels, Preventive Officer, lower 
section, Newcastle to Liverpool district 

Mr. Campbell, Preventive Man, Cardiff, 
to Preventive Man in charge, Goodwick 

~[r. W. :\Iassey, Collector, Hull, to 
Hristol. 

Mr. J. Cbaffey, 2nd class clerk, up?Cr 
section, to tst Clerk, London 

Mr. J. Hall, 2nd class Clerk, Uppt.:f 
section, LiYcrpooi, to long-room, London 

Mr. Ainsworth, 2nd class Clerk. upptr 
section, London, to Liverpool 

:\If. Graham, Assist., London to Greenock 
Mr. S. Wood, Preventive Officer, lower sec· 

tion, London to Southampton. 
Mr. G. Jsmay, Preventive Man Barrow to 

Weymouth. 
Mr. W. Derver Preventive Man, Hull, 

appointmelll cancelled. 

ADVllTIS\NG AGJl.NT-Mr. J. Dii:edan, Queen'. Gate 
St~el, Boulevard, Hull. 

All communiClltions relative to tbe suppl~ ef copin of 
the paper should be addressed to-TlI& SECRETARV 
Mr. E. E. Crowe, 10 Carew St, Alliance Avenue, Hull, 
to ",born all remittances should be made payable. 
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