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General Sect etary's Notes. 

C;OllllllUllicatio llS l'clatrve t o thi s COIUlllll sh ould 
be ,addr esSed tc! the Geueral Seoret ary, 13 
R lc .lardsoll st., ::il111tllduWll R oad, Li vcrpool. 

ra~es, they appear . to '-our Executive Com­
mIttee ~o demonstrate the necessity of in­
~reases In .those rates comparable with the 
Increases In salary by way of war bonus; 

We are therefore to respectfully and 
The following letters have been for- strongly urge that, pending a general set-

warded to the Board :_ tlement of the question of subsistence rates 
~he rates for London applicable to Prevent: 

5th August, 1919, Ive Officers and Preventive Men should be 
E. 409, E. 416. CD_~_· __ ot_-=t. those ~et out in our letter of the 13th April, 
The Hon. Commissioners of H.M. 1918, ,E. 409)' 

Customs and ,Excise. We are, etc. 
Honourable Sirs, 

5th August 1919, 
The Hon. Commissioners 0 

H.M. Customs and Excise. 
Honourable Sirs, 

Our Exec~tive , Committee have had 
under consideration the rules and regulat­
ions governing Civil Aircraft, contained in 
G.O. 52/ 1919 (Customs 35), and they note 
that no provision is made for the appoint­
ment of separate staffs at Appointed Aero­
dromes, but that all the duties in con­
n ection with Civil Aircraft, including 
duties analogous to those performed by 
the Preventive Staff, are to 'be dealt with 
:by the Sta tion O ffi cer. 

Our Executive Committee have consid­
ered your Honours' communication of the 
15th April last, and while they agree that, 
broadly speaking, the question of subsist­
ence rates is common to the whole CIVIL 
s etVret;-tl1ey desire us to submit that cer­
tain aspects of the questiqn haye a peculiar 
application tu the Customs and Excise 
Department. Vve refer more particularly 
to the systems of selection, and examin­
ation for promotion which entail the at­
tendance in London of ·Preventive O fficers 
and Preventive Men, sometimes in consid­
erable numbers and over a period of several 
days.; The . evidence submitted to your 
Honours w ith our letter of th e 15th ' July, 
1918, which referred in the main to ex­
penses incurred by Officers vi siting London, 
proved conclusively the serious inad~quacy 
of the existing rates. \lIle are deslre~ to 
point out that it is not reasonably po~ sIble 
to obtain a ccommoda tion and food at a 
cheaper rate than is indicated in tl:e 
evidence already submitted, and to submIt 
that it is unfair to impose such a heavy 
burden on the private resource~ of o~cers 
required to v isit London on offiCIal busmess. 

Our Executive Committee assume that 
-this arrangement is .due sole~y. ~o the fact 
that aircraft traffic IS ID the IDltIa l stage of 
development, ·and so do~s not warrant the 
appointment of a speCIal staff; but ~hey 
would be glad to have your Honou~s - as-

. surance that when the volume of aIrcraft 
traffic justified such a course, offic~rs of the 
Preventive Staff shall be appomted to 
carry out Preventive duties. . 

We are desired to sa y in regard to your 
Honours' reference in the letter of the 15th 
April to the awards of war bonus. that in­
stead of these being an a~'g~ment In .favour 
of the retention of the eXlstIng suLslstence I 

_ ':rYe are, H onoura ble S~ rs, 
Your obedient servants, 

(Signed) J. HALL, President, 
. . A. E D\iV ARD HQWELL, 

General Secretary. 



J V RNAL. 
C STOM~~ ____ ~ .-

I --- 12th Augu st, 19 19' 

E ,pI. f 
. ommissioners 0 , 

The Hon1\' f ' ~ stoms ar,W EXCJS~.'I q 
H. . . u '5,52. 2. f 

Hon. irs, r Honours letter of 
"ith reference to youd our reply of the 

the 14th May, l~!~:;ive Comn~ittee a~e 
' ~_nd ,May, our the Civil Se n Tice ArbI-
now Informed by d' t es arising as to 
tration Board tJ~at lSfu the Arbitration 
th in terpreta tlOn 0 1 b 

e t f the 6th March can o,n Y, e 
Agre~meg to that Board for adjudlcatI,on 
~~bm;~~~em~n~ between the respectIve 
signatory partIes. -

In view of the doubt entertained by our 
Executive Commi ttee as to the ,correctness 

' of your Honours' interpretatlO~ of the 
retrospective clause under Headmg 9 ~f 

. the Agreement, we are desired to ask If 
your Honours are prepared to ,a~ree to, a 
reference being made to the CIVIl SerVIce 
Arbitration Board, 

We are, etc. 

12th August, 1919. 
E. 419. 2. ' 
Hon. Sirs, 0000/1 q 

Our Executive Committee have con­
side~ed your H9nours' lett,er of the 15th 
Ap~Il last, and we are desned to express 
thelf regret that. the reversi gn . to t4~, 
normal age pC.retIrement is intend"ed "to 
ta.e p ace gradually. '7I.,.Te are desired to 

-pomt out that delay in this matter still 
further retards the promotion of fX: 
who hId .. oncers 

ave a rea y suffered inevitabl 
account ot war conditions l' I' Y on 

I nvo vmg as a 
cOI~sequence a cumulative loss of i 
ultImately reaching an appreciabl~~~:e:t~ 

We are also desired t 
concern felt by Our Ex t? exCpress the 

t th . ecu lve omm 'tt a e postponement on T' 1, ee 
for promotion to P /n examlnatlOn 
October. The list reven I,ve Officer until 
at the last exam·of ct~ndldates successful 

h Ina Ion was h more t an a month a 0 . ex austed 
of vacancies still 0 g, leavmg a number pen. 

\Iore vacancies a ' . 
OCCur as time oe re Occur:mg, and will 
filled until the fa S o~, which cannot be 
in the ordinary pse 0 about !hree months 
fll)d additional de~~ur~e . d Th,ls continued 

'I In ealIng w ith the 

t ' OJ1 of tll normal f1 qu 5 , 
d ' to create a cnse 

ten :';s ,' on 5 (li s on t nl wlli 
occa ' 'd ' 
ComJlll ttee. J1.' e r IS 

w .o f. promotio 
f J n Jus!ic , an~ 

11 Our I· xe ut' 
J lYe 

not a ltogether 
w itbou t justlfica lIOn. 

\ Ve are to rC,spectfull y request that the 
ret irement of 010cers tOhve rE the !l0rmal age 
f r superan nu a tIOn, e ~ x ammation th 
d~c1aration of the r~sult of the Exa~ina~ 
ti on , and the appomtmen.t ?f successful 
candidates to fi, l1 the then eXlstlllg vacancies 
shall be expedla ted as much as possible. 

' Ve are, Honourable Sirs, 

Your obedient Servants 

J. HALL, President , 
, 

8.. ,EDWARD HOWELL, 
General Secretary. 

Thames Pageant. 

Monday, August t e 4th, 1919, will be a 
me ' lOrable day for he Watergui rd Staff. 
Th : weather was fi. . and the dishJallook­
ing wharves and arehouses v. ~re gaily 
dedl;rated for the auspicious occasion. 
Th . e Torpedo Boat and the Traihing Ship 

- " E~mouth II" ",vex moored in ire Upper 
Pool , opposite the ustom Hous~. These 
vess~ls and all ' the Merchant SI i ps, Tugs 
and 13arges were dr sed from stem to stern. 
: rhe Custom Rou e, the Quay ' and the 

' ''-Ha y '.' sta tion ere also magnificently 
deeo .,a ted and nia e an ideal p lace for 
the yal Party to mbark Th~ members 
of th Board and t ir friends fa \ oured the 
vessel ~' i th their p esence, findi Ilg accom­
modC\ihon on the 'c arpy," and . he lower 
deck , as occupie by the Ba d of the 
~oya;~ Mar~ne Artil ery who play~d a sl?Ie~' 
Id. electIon of autical an ~ patrIotic 

ml.1SI to the specta ors while t e)' waited 
the . ' a (f!val of the R al party. T e Cm,toOl 

~ffiu~ , Quay was acked wit customS 
full cIs-Is of al~ grad , and their iends. , A 
f share of tIckets 0 view the rocesSlon 

rom the Quay were a llotted to e" ;tter-

W
guar Officers. J A a ~ kins E l\I.D.E./ 

at er ' ":1 
nu ij guard Superin endent, as st~d b I • 

of ~ e.~ of Preventi Men, as 'n chnrg: 
Duk Harpy." A about 3- p .m. th 
the of COnnaught rrived, pa e 1 d.o~'J~ 

row and emb ked n tl Tnfllt 


