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JN war time as in peace, the discount 
in general remains unaffected with 

but the exception of a few lines where 
the discount does not apply. The good 
will between Winegartens and their 
customers established in happier days is 
strengthened during these trying times. 

Winegartens were pleased to allow the discount before and happier still to 
offer it now, when it means so much more to their friends. The discount 
also applies to members now serving with H.M. Forces. Apply for privilege 
Ticket, mentioning your official department. 

E:SGAGEl\lENT RINGS 
Whatever your style or 
fancy, the Winegarten selec­
!tiOn is one of the largest in 
the country. Value is the 
keynote, Variety a speciality. 

The large choice 
ava!lablP Wedding and 
Signet Rings. 

WA1'<:a~;s 
Winegartens' wutches 
renowned throughout 
Empire. Stocks are very 
limited, and in the interests 
of National Economy, a new 
watch should only be bought 
as a necessity If your old 
watch can tide: you 
keep lt !n 
discarding, send to us, 
and we will be pleased to 
advise you whether to have 
it repaired or otherwise. 

Cl?l'l,ERY 
Complete fitted Canteens of 
Cutlery in our usuai pre~war 
grades and standards stlll 
procurable. 

CATAJ.OG{;J>~S 
Owing to paper restrictions, 
the issue of catalogues has 
been- suspended. Winegartens• 
:Stocks are very 
hensive. A personal is 
recommended, but orders by 
post can be coneluded with 
equal satisfaction. Write· us 
your requirements as detailed 
as possible, and we will 
answer with particulars and 
quotations. Goods ordered by 
post, if not sultable, money 
refunrl.ed in fur~. 

Hours of Business : 
Mon to l"n , 9 30 
Sat and Sun , 

WINEGARTENS IS7'BISHOPSGATE 
LONDON·E·C·2 

TILEPHOIIC• BISHOPSGA~l 11116 (2 LINISl 
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ENGLISH ESTATES ASSURANCE LTD. 
DORKING, SURREY. 

A.o,;sot'iated with the [i'riends' Prnvident and CPntury I. .. ife Offiet>' (EstahHsht'41 18:i2) 
---------

Mortgage Advances with Life Assurance 
cost little more than Under Repayment Plans 

CONSIDER THE ADVANTAGES: 
Redemption at maturity of 'the policy, 10 to 20 years, OR AT 

EARLIER DEATH. Civilian War Risks being covered at no extra charge. 
Income Tax abatement ·on Life Premiums, at present 3s. 6d. in the £1. 

i.e .. 1/t ",, of premium payments, substantially reduces the cost. 
IMMEDIATE ADVANCES up to 80%, with Interest on Mortgage 

at 41'\, less Tax at current rate of !Os. in the £1. 
TRANSFERS OF EXISTING MORTGAGES TO SECURE LIFE 

ASSURANCE effected. generally without the necessity for providing cash 
or increasing present commitments. 

Many "sitting" tenants are purchasing at favourable prices. Increased 
Advances available in such cases. 

SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR CIVIL SERVANTS 

BE TALLER! 
INCHES 

MILES 
PUT YOU 

AHEAD 
Increased my own height to 

6ft. 3Jins. 
r:LIENTS GAIN 1 to 6 ins. 
No Appliances---No Tablf'ts 

-No Dieting. 
Ros!-. Systt•n1 .Xt•n•r Fails. 

~""pe £2 2s. Complete. 
Details 6d. stamp. 

D. MALCOLM ROSS 
Height Specialist, 

Ul\I;Hyte, London, \\'.('.1 

ESPERANTO 
A simple auxiliary language, easy 
to ·learn, and used throughout the 
world. To the stay-at-home it 
enables pen-friends to be made in 
all parts of the world. To the 
traveller it provides easy contact 
with people of other lands. 
Esperanto paves the way to 

international friendship. 

AMAZINGLY 
PRICES 

HIGH 
PAID 

CASH 

for l'ur Coats, ~waggf>rs and :--lihTr 
Foxes front Private Owners. 

Cash by return of post. Parcels to -­
Mr. Harry, 41-2, Pa.rliamNtt St., S.W.l 

DUTTON ONE-WEEK SHORTHAND 
is learnt in twelve 2-hour postal 

lessons. Send 3d. in stamps for first 
lesson to C. 1.. 92. Gt. R ussell Street, 
London, W.C. I. 

MONOM ARK. Permanent confiden-
tial blitzproof London address. 

Letters redirected immediately. 5/- p.a. 
Royal patronage.-Write BM/MON081. 

A complete correspondence course, 
including text-book and correction 

of exercises, costs only 5s. 

Write to-day for full particulars 

THE BRITISH ESPERANTO 
ASSOCIATION INC. 

J>e])f_ AG, 
ID:KONSGATJ<;, RI(:KMA.c...-sWORTH, 

HJ<;RTi". 



JANUARY, 1944. CUSTOMS JOURNAL 

President: 
W. E. STANDRING. 

Organising Secretary : 
A. E. FARMER. 

General Secretary : 
W. H. POWELL. 

Temporary Office: Assistant Secretary : 
6, BROOK LANE, BEXLEY, KENT. 

Telephone: BEXLEY HEATII 3613. 
H. L. BOALCH. 

Publicity Office,r: C. F. SHAW, 5, Nyland Road, Huyton, Nr. Liverpool. 

CORRESPONDENCE, LITERARY MATTER, ETC.-Letters to the Editor, and articles 
and correspondence intended for publication should be addressed to the Editor, 
"The Customs Journal," H.M. Customs and Excise, 5, Odessa Street, Rotherhithe, 
London, S.E.16. It is essential that all matter for insertion in the monthly issue 
should reach' the Editor on or before the lOth of the month of publication. Articles 
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great asssistance. 

BACK NUMBERS.-May be obtained by applying to the Association Offices, 
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SuBSCRIPTIONs.-Retired Officers and outside persons wishing to become sub­
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CURRENT COMMENTS 
From Our Chief. WE have very great pleasure in passing 

on to the members the following 
message received from the Inspector­
General:-

" I sincerely and heartily recipro­
cate your kind wishes for the New 
Year to you and all my colleagues in 
the Waterguard-not only throughout 
this country, but on land and sea and 
air all over the world. 

"As I write, the guns are firing, and 
our thoughts naturally go out to all 
those of our boys who are fighting for 
us. I wish for them all a speedy and 
safe return to peace and their homes 
and families, and to a better world 
which they are devoting all their 
strength and courage to make. 

"My sympathy goes out to all of 
those who are separated from their 
homes and families at this time, and I 
do thank them for the loyal and cheer­
ful way in which they have borne the 
trials which this dreadful war has 
brought to them. 

"That this year may bring peace 
and happiness to all, and that the 'All 
Clear' which is just sounding may be 
a. haP,PY augury, is my very sincere 
WISh. 

Waterguard Sectional Committee. 
At the meeting of the Sectional Com­

mittee held on the 5th January, under 
the Chairmanship of Mr. A. H. Garrett, 
agreements were recorded on three items. 
These were (1) that crews' effects be ad­
mitted to Preference under the same con­
ditions as passengers ; (2) that the Allow­
ances assigned to some twenty-two Small 
Ports be temporarily increased ; and (3) 
that the number of Senior Engineers be 
increased from four to five. 

Among the items adjourned after dis­
cussion were (a) limitation of Detached 
Duty absences ; (b) first-class steamship 
travel for Assistant Preventive Officers ; 
and (c) the period of wear, and style and 
material of Waterguard mackintoshes. 

Executive Committee. 
The February meeting of the Executive 

Committee (P.S.A.) has been arranged to 
take place at the offices of the C. & E. 
Federation, Waiter House, Strand, Lon­
don, on the 24th of the month. 

Annual Leave, 1944. 
E.O.C. 691 of 15th January, 1944, gives 

details of the Leave arrangements for 
the new leave year, and it is pleasing to 
note the improvements authorised. 



2 CUSTOMS JOURNAL JANUARY, 1944. 

ln the first place, the number of days 
annual leave is raised from sixteen to 
eighteen ; and in the second place, there 
would appear to be no restriction as re­
gards the incidence of the odd days. 
Every Officer is, however, to be en­
couraged to take two weeks consecutively. 

As regards Public Holidays, no official 
announcement has yet been made. but it 
is not expected that there will be any 
change, and the number will remain at 
eight. 

O.W.O. 41/43 Again. 

Action has been taken by the Staff Side 
arising from information that officers 
applying for leave involving the restricted 
travel periods had been asked to give a 
separate written undertaking not to 
travel. The Official Side agree that the 
address shown on the form of application 
for leave should suffice, and if it indi­
cated that no travelling was involved, the 
leave form would be endorsed : "Granted 
subject to the conditions of O.W.O. 
41/43." 

As the result of Association action, 
steps are being taken to ensure that the 
minuted leave of Detached Duty Officers 
who propose to travel home does not in­
volve travelling during the restricted 
periods. We assume that where, for 
official reasons, this is unavoidable. the 
Board would treat the travelling as neces­
sary, and so grant the usual free travel 
voucher. 

Alarm Clocks. 

The statement in O.W.O. 50/43 that 
applications should be submitted by Col­
lectors to Section I within fourteen days 
of the date of the order (i.e., before the 
27th December) led to a belief that no 
qualified application made after this date 
would be successful. This is not strictly 
true. 

The O.W.O. was the initial enquiry to 
ascertain the possible scope of demand 
and to secure an estimation of require­
ments. The applications made under the 
order will be dealt with. and we have 
reasons for believing that the allocation 
to this department will enable these to be 
met. 

Future claims (e.g., from members who 
did not make application before 27th 
December, and those newly assigned to 
duties the conditions of which are within 
the scope of the B.O.T. ruling) should be 
sent to the General Secretary (P.S.A.). 

Bonus and Pensions. 
it is a personal triumph for Mr. W. J. 

Brown that, after so many blank refusals. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer should 
at last concede a Government promise to 
look into the position of Service pen­
sioners with a view to tabling some 
remedial measure. 

As far as we have been able to follow 
this matter, the arguments in favour are 
as strong to-day as when the question 
was first raised by W. J. Brown ; the only 
change in the situation would appear to 
be the increased support from all parts 
of the House. 

Our congratulations. Bill. 
The other outstanding claim is that 

war bonus should be reckoned for pen­
sions. This remains unsettled. Indeed. 
the Treasury have recently rejected it 
again, but this time they said they could 
not accept it as valid at the presenl 
moment. 

In the past the Official Side have ob­
jected to making bonus pensionable be­
cause such a concession might have 
involved granting bonus to those already 
pensioned. W.J .B.'s action regarding 
pensioners may well dispose of this ob­
stacle and leave the way clear for the 
National Staff Side to press for pension­
ability of bonus forthwith. 

Permanent Transfers and Billetin~:. 
From the earliest days of the war the 

Treasury adopted a policy based on the 
thesis that all war-time absences from 
home called for similar treatment. No 
matter whether it was evacuation, de­
tached duty or special service-all had 
to be governed by the same code ; and if. 
as was presaged, this meant hardships or 
worsened conditions in certain smaller 
departmental groups, that would be just 
too bad. Remedy would be denied be­
cause of major repercussions. 

Time and time again hard-won depart­
mental concessions have been sacrificed 
for the sake of " Service uniformity," and 
O.W.O. 49/43 is just another example. 

The National Staff Side, having agreed 
in the earlier stages to the inclusion 0 r 
Detached Duty Officers in the evacuation 
conditions, found it difficult to oppose 
this further encroachment. 

Post-war Staffing. 
We have it on very good authority that 

formal negotiations on Post-war Staffing 
of the Civil Service have been (or soon 
will be) opened up between the Treasury 
and the National Staff Side. The mem­
bers of the Staff Side are MesHs. Day 
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(Chairman), Broom, Crook, Edwards. 
Herbert. Houghton, Leicester, White and 
Jones (Secretary). A very strong team. 
this, but in our humble view there is one 
outstanding weakness-that is the absence 
of the Civil Servant element. With the 
exception of T. R. Jones. the Secretary. 
all members of the negotiating body arc 
full-time officials of Service unions or 
associations. 

Boots' Librar). 

A> the library year draws to a close. 
we arc prompted to remind members that 
the new library year commences on the 
ist Fchruan. 

Members· desiring to renew library 
memhcrship. and those who now wish to 
take advantage of the concessions granted 
to P.S.A. members by Messrs. Boots. 
must complete a fotm of application. 
These forms are obtainable from vour 
District Oruaniser. · 

These arc the rates of subscriptiun : 
CLASS ,, A.'' 

16s. lid. per l;t,ok per annum. or 
Is. 4ld. per month. 

CLASS "B." -
lis. 6d. per book per annum. m 
li-}d. per month. 

Remembrance Day, 1943. 

The Customs and Excise Wreath Fund 
balance has been distributed rather more 
widely on this occasion than in the past. 
when the bulk of the money was handed 
to the C. & E. Orphans' ·and Widows' 
Fund. 

This time the greatest proportion \\~" 
allocated to the Red Cross British 
Prisoners-of-war Fund, and the remainder 
was shared between St. Dunstan's. the 
British Legion and the C. & E. Orphan· 
age. 

We think this was a fine. though rathe1 
belated, gesture. and we h,)pc the method 
of distribution will continue. 

O~E OF THE NEW YEAR 
HONOt:RS. 

We were vcrv plca>-ed to nL>I·~ in the 
New Year Honours List the name of 
Mr. J. F. Bell. Senior E'\cc:uti\c Ofliccr. 
who receives the M.B.E. 

Mr. Bell is the Official Side Secrctan 
of the Departmental Councd. and fo-r 
many years was the Hon. Secretary of 
the Customs etnd Excise Snorts Club. It 
is probably in this latter capacity that 
Mr. Bell will be remembered through the 
activities of the Waterguard Sports Cluhs. 

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE 
DEPARTMENTAL 

WHITLEY COUNCIL 
Items of Waterguard interest extracted 

from the two hundred and sixty-eighth 
meeting of the Council held in the Con­
ference Room. City Gate House. E.C.2. 
on Wednesday. 22nd December, 1943. 
the Chair being taken by Sir Archibald 
Carter, K.C.B .. K.C.l.E .. Chairman of the 
Board of Customs and Excise. 

Prior to the commencement of the 
normal business, the Chairman. on behalf 
of the Official Side, extended a welcome 
to Mr. E. E. Buck on his appointment 
as Vice-Chairman of the Council. The 
post of Vice-Chairman. always im­
portant. would become increasingly so 
when the Council had to deal with the 
many difficult problems arising out of the 
t1·ansition from war to peace. 

Mr. Buck thanked the Chairman for 
his kind welcome, and shared his con­
fidence thot Whitley machinery could 
make a valuable contribution in the dis­
cussion of post-war pr.oblcms. 

The Staff Side announced the appoint­
ment of 1\fr. E. 0. Wi£IL!ins to the Stall 
Side of the Council ~~ place of Mr. 
Perk ins. 
Staff Side Proposals on Airports. 

(a) That the essential parts (paras. 
7-13) of the report un the approval, 
Stalling and General Conditions 
of Control of Work at Customs 
Aerodromes, adopted by the De­
partmental Council in October, 
1937, be incorporated in the Chil 
Aircraft Instructions ; 

(b) That Part 10 (September, 1943) of 
the Civil Aircraft Instructions be 
amended accordingly ; and 

(c) That during the war staffing ar­
rangements at each aerodrome be 
reviewed e\·erv three months in 
the light of the traHic, 

(a) In support of their proposals, the 
Staff Side stated that informal discussions 
had already taken place with the Official 
Side. but that little progress had been 
made. In their opinion. the relevant 
paragraphs (7-13) of the 1937 report 
should have been incorporated in the 
Civil Aircraft Instructions, and they felt 
that if thi>- had been done some of the 
difliculties which have arisen would have 
been avoided. As it was, Collectors were 
unaware of material points as to staffin!C 
and accommodation contained in para· 
graphs 9. I 0 and 13 of the report, and 
in the Staff Side's view. a ll';efu I purp0<c 
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would even now be served if those rules 
which were capable of application in ex­
isting conditions were published. 

(b) Certain paragraphs in Part JO. of 
the Civil Aircraft Instructions were not 
in agreement with the 1937 report, and 
should be adjusted in accordance with 
the recommendations of the 1937 report. 

(c) The proposal for a quarterly re­
view at each aerodrome was simply one 
of machinery to ensure that the staffing 
arrangements for each aerodrome should 
be discussed between the Colleclor and 
the Vice-Chairman of the local Whitley 
Committee. 

The Official Side stated that since the 
war-time conditions at aerodromes were 
subject to rapid fluctuations, it was not 
possible to regulate staffing arrangements 
by any formula for peace-time traffic. 
Each aerodrome was under constant re­
view, and the best possible arrangements 
had to be made in each case having 
regard to the volume and nature of the 
traffic and the staff available. There were 
different classes of aerodromes: (a) Cus­
toms, (b) Royal Air Force, (c) U.S.A .. 
and (d) a combination of Civil and Royal 
Air Force. This war-time traffic was 
largely passenger and Government cargo, 
with the passenger traffic predominating 
generally, and they felt that the wisest 
course was to make the best possible 
ad hoc arrangements. So far as initial 
staffing of aerodromes was concerned, the 
report had a bias in favour of the Ofllcer 
Grade. but in view of the predominating 
war-time traffic, staffing must be entirely 
unbiased as between grades, and must 
depend on the facts of each case as it 
arose. Moreover, it was not always 
possible to consult the Staff Side fully 
as regards staffing adjustments, because 
the Air Ministry insisted that particulars 
as to the nature and volume of traffic 
at aerodromes should be kept secret. 

Jn the opinion of the Staff Side, the 
formula: in the 1937 Agreement were 
sufficiently elastic to meet war-time con­
ditions, and the absence of guidance to 
Collectors should be remedied. On the 
question of secrecy, consultation with 
the Vice-Chairman was not regarded as a 
breach of that requirement, and without 
consultation they feared that precedents 
might be set up as regards grades and 
work which might ultimately react to the 
prejudice of the Staff Side. 

The Official Side was not prepared to 
be tied to any formula under existing 
conditions, but agreed that it was im­
portant to keep the Staff Side in touch 
with any developments which seenl\:l: 

likely to form a basis for future practice. 
They undertook to examine the matter 
further from this point of view. 

The item was accordingly adjourned 
for further consideration by the Otncial 
Side. 
Staff Side Proposal that an Autonomous 
Income Tax Branch be set up in the 
Customs and Excise Department. 

In reply to an inquiry by the Staff 
Side, the Official Side confirmed that 
they understood that it was the intention 
of the Inland Revenue to take over 
assessments for members of all Govern­
ment Departments, and in the light of 
this information. the Staff Side suggested, 
and the Official Side agreed, to adjourn 
the item sine die. 

The Official Side promised to approach 
the Inland Revenue with a view to ex­
pediting the assessments still outstanding 
for the current year. 

WATERGUARD WALLACE 

(Having no connection with any per­
son, living or deceased. I doubt.) 

This is the tale of Wallace Wymple, 
Whose rule of life was very simple. 

When asked about it he would bellow 
., Just leave it to the other fellow ! " 

When he grew up he joined the ranks 
Of the lads who stop the smugglers· 

pranks; 
But true to style he wouldn't pay 

Subscriptions to the P.S.A. 

You see, he joined us in the year 
\Vhen boatmen strode two paces rea1· . 

His lot, indeed, was far from happy, 
And his uniform was not too snappy. 

Our hero, staunch in his belief. 
Left all he could to his relief; 

And foolish to the last, young 
Wallace he 

lgnored Association policy. 

When, thanks to efforts of Beer Lane, 
Our service reached a higher plane: 

Wallace was shamed, and did repent 
And read the Journal, but kept his 

rent. 

As Wymple's salary rose quite high, Sir, 
He more and more became a miser; 

And when his turn came to buy beer 
Remained two paces in the rear. 
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You see, he couldn't doff the yoke 

Of "leave it to the other bloke"; 
So really, it is not surprising 

That W.'s savings kept on rising. 

But while still Young, 'tis sad to say 
Wallace quietly passed away. 

He'd pinched and scraped too much, 
our hero, 

And so poor Wallace got a zero. 

'Tis sad to think of all the gold 
He'd saved for when he'd gotten old: 

As in the past he used to bellow, 
He'd-left it to the other fellow. 

The moral of this tale is clear, 
Each one should buy his share of 

beer. 
But, more important to the nation, 

We all should join our Association. 

We still have colleagues such as 
Wymple, 

But their remedy could be quite 
simple. 

It only needs each one to play 
The game and back the P.S.A. 

With all our shoulders to the wheel 
We'd stand a chance of a real new 

deal. 
A united front. Who'd ask for more? 

'Twould even satisfy Battshaw. 

Come on you chaps, push out the boat. 
Man the pumps. Keep her afloat. 

Our course is clear. Our compass true. 
The tide is fair. It's up to YOU. 

JELL. 

Retirement of 
MR. ALEXANDER DODD, C.B.E., 

Collector, London Port 

On the last evening of the year a repre­
'sentative gathering filled a large room 
overlooking the City to say "farewell" 
to the retiring Collector. A wider circle 
still shared in this tribute to Mr. Dodd. 
Letters from Outport Collectors and 
others-at Liverpool, Glasgow, Belfast, 
Sheffield and Inverness - showed how 
great is the company of his colleagues 
who call him friend. 

The Collector, Manchester, travelled to 
London to speak of 37 years association. 
Representatives of every grade in London 
Port told of their high regard for Mr. 
Dodd as Collector and as a man. The 
Watchers, said their spokesman, had 
found him to be a great gentleman, and 
would long remember his understanding 

uf their problems. His successor, Mr. 
Preston, spoke of Mr. Dodd's outstand­
ing personal position in the Service, and 
of his sincerity and serenity. Salting with 
humour his affection for him, Mr. Hoare 
said he had often wondered whether his 
successor was really as wise as he looked 
-whether, indeed, any human being 
could be as wise as his old friend, Alex 
Dodd, looked. The Chief Inspector said 
" farewell " to " a great official and a 
great gentleman," and, for the whole 
Outdoor Service, wished him and Mrs. 
Dodd (who, to their regret, was prevented 
by indisposition from being present) 
long life, health and happiness. 

As Mr. Dodd rose to reply, the early 
dusk was closing in upon the City, and 
on the Custom House dimly seen through 
the tall windows behind his impressive 
figure. One saw there the historic back­
ground of his office, and remembered 
how, for over 1,200 years, it had con­
tinued at or near that small stretch of 
London river now shrouding itself again 
in winter mists. Mr. Dodd regretted that 
his three years as Collector had not 
known the full surge of commercial 
activity (now beginning to return, he 
hoped) which in peace-time flowed 
through this greatest port of the world. 
But as he looked back through 43 yea~ 
of service, he chiefly recalled the human 
side of it, represented by those of every 
grade about him that evening, and re­
membered the many, many kindnesses he 
had all those years received, crowned by 
their gift and good wishes to him now. 
He spoke movingly of his own good for­
tune in his family and happy home, in 
health, and a host of friends. 

As one present witnessed, speaking 
from boyhood memories: "There goes a 
good man indeed." 

1st January, 1944. G.J.E.C. 

OBITUARY 
Mr. J. T. ALLWORK (W. Supt. Retd.) 

The Service will learn with regret of 
the death of Mr. J. T. Allwork, late 
Waterguard Superintendent. His funeral 
took place on Monday, 20th December, 
1943, and was attended by Mr. G. 
Stanford (Waterguard Superintendent) 
and other members of the Plymouth 
staff. 

In the 14 years of his retirement Mr. 
Allwork has lived up to his name, for 
up to the illness which terminated in his 
death he was actively concerned in the 
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affairs of the City of Plymouth. He was 
a City Councillor and served on the 
Electricity, Water, Public Libraries, Blind 
Welfare, Local Information and 
Plymouth Insurance Committees. He 
was also Secretary of the Coastal Trade 
Protection Society and the Local Blood 
Transfusion Association, and for 20 ye.1r~ 
had been secretary of his church. 

G. T. C'. 

Mr. J. LINDSA Y, Preventive Officer. 

It is with deep regret that the passing 
is announced to the service of Mr. John 
Lindsay, P.O., of London. He had been 
in failing health for some considerable 
time, the immediate cause of death 
being heart failure following an attack of 
broncho-pneumonia. 

Jack had been "off sick" for nearly 
a year and, indeed, had been placed upon 
pensionable rate of pay, when, by sheer 
will-power, he determined to get back to 
his job and succeeded. Alas, it was not 
for long, and during the brief period 
between September and December of last 
year he grappled with an office job; then, 
on January 2nd, once more he had to 
enter Walton Hospital, where he died on 
the 7th inst. 

Aged 45 years, he entered the service 
as a P.M. in 1919 at Leith, subsequently 
transferring to Cardiff. From that port 
he went on promotion to London in 
May. 1937, remaining there until 1940. 
when he was sent on detached duty. 
arriving in Liverpool in 1942. 

The funeral service was held at his 
residence, being conducted by the Rev. 
S. Singer, and the interment took place 
in St. Luke's Churchyard, Great Crosby, 
Lancs. Fifteen of his colleagues at­
tended the last rites, among them being 
Mr. W. A. Colwill, Asst. Inspector, 
representing the Water{\uard Super­
intendent; Mr. L. J. Hall, P.O., repre­
senting his former colleagues in Cardiff; 
and Messrs. Charles and Flaxman, P.O.s; 
and R. J. Lowe. A.P.O., who appeared 
on behalf of the London staff. The 
coffin was borne to its last resting-place 
by Messrs. Bowen, Charles, Flaxman and 
Stevens, P.O.s, who acted as bearers. 

Jack is survived by his widow, three 
sons (one of whom is an engineer officer 
in the Merchant Navy), and two 
daughters, to whom is extended the 
sincere sympathy of the staff. 

R. J. L. 

LEITH PRESENTATION 
MR. W. A. GIRVIN, I.S.O., 

Waterguard Superintendent 
A large gathering attended at the Cus­

tom House, Leith, on the 30th December, 
1943, to bid an official farewell to Mr. 
W. A. Girvin, Waterguard Superintendent 
of the Leith Division, on the occasion of 
his retirement from the Service. 

Mr. Saunders (Collector, Leith) pre­
sided, and spoke highly of his association 
with Mr. Girvin. Letters were read from 
the Inspector-General, Mr. Kerr (Deputy 
I.G.W.), Mr. Herrington (Waterguard 
Superintendent. Liverpool). Mr. Little 
(Waterguard Superintendent, Aberdeen). 
Mr. Bateman (Waterguard Superinten­
dent, Glasgow), and from the staff at the 
Outports in the Division. 

Tribute was paid to Mr. Girvin's ster­
ling qualities as a colleague and super­
visor by Mr. McHarg (Collector, Edin­
burgh), Mr. R. Duncan (,.Officer), Mr. H. 
Skelton (lndoor Officer), Mr. F. Brown 
(Appointer), Mr. G. 0. Warne (the new 
Super.), Messrs. McKinnon and Jenner 
(C.P.O.s), and other members of the Leith 
staff, and all speakers expressed the hope 
that Mr. Girvin would have many happy 
years of retirement. 

Mr. Sheehan (Waterguard Surveyor), in 
making the presentation of a silver tray 
suitably inscribed, spoke of the honour 
which had been conferred on Mr. Girvin 
by H.M. the King in decorating' him 
with the Imperial Service Order. He 
drew attention to the fact that Mr. Girvin 
had entered the Service in Leith in 1901, 
and it was fitting that he should end his 
career there. 

Mr. Girvin thanked those present for 
the honour they had done him, and out­
lined briefly his career in the Service. 
He spoke of the improvements which had 
taken P.lace during the past 40 years in 
the Waterguard, and expressed the hope 
that the next 40 years would see even 
greater improvements. 

THE LADS 0' LONDON 
Many thanks to those who sent cards 

at Christmas. I hope that you enjoyed 
yourselves wherever you were, and that 
next time it arrives we shall all be once 
again in "Civvy Street." On Euston 
Station I met George Pearce returning 
from leave spent at home, and was 
pleased to learn that he is now in an 
O.C.T.U. of the Artists' Rifles, and that 
he will soon receive his commission. We 
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congratulate him upon this, and couple it 
with the fact that he is now the father of 
a daughter-Jennifer. 

Charles Armstrong, too, hopes soon to 
enter the ranks of the commissioned 
officers. A cadet in the R.A.F., he is now 
enjoying a well-earned rest in Southern 
Rhodesia after his sojourn in Malta. 

This will now mean that 33t% of the 
London boys in the Forces are commis­
sioned. Good work, lads. 

Lieutenants Jim Ayton and Jim Sutton. 
R.N.V.R., called in at various offices re­
cently and sent seasonable greetings to 
all friends and colleagues. 

A greetings card received from Waiter 
Pedder told of the arrival of a son­
Martyn John-to him and his wife, and 
those of us who knew of Waiter's acci­
dent some four years ago will rejoice at 
his complete recovery. 

The news of our contingent in India 
continues to be good, and Harry Farren 
has sent quite a long account of his ex­
periences at his station situated in the 
Himalayas. Apparently he had to spend 
a month in hospital, and whilst there 
enjoyed a diet cons;sting of chicken, steak, 
eggs, etc., and even had his breakfast in 
bed. It passed all too quickly, and he is 
now back on duty. 

Flying Officer " Pip " Penfold, who 
arrived home some time ago from the 
States, is now stationed in Yorkshire. 

Waiter Blake-one of our prisoners of 
war in Germany-is terribly keen to hear 
more of the reconstruction plans for the 
Waterguard Department, and I shall be 
only too happy to let him know concern­
ing same. It must be very encouraging 
to our Association officials to know that 
most of their colleagues in the Forces are 
interested in the future status and con­
ditions of this branch of the Customs and 
Excise. 

Jack Sides has been a frequent visitor 
of late, and he has now a job ashore in 
Liverpool for a while and is enjoying the 
change. After a long time spent in the 
Army Cooking Department at a barracks 
in Essex, Alec Wheatley has been moved 
to the Quartermaster's department in the 
same place, and is responsible for keeping 
certain types of equipment up to date. 

This season of goodwill has not been 
without its touch of sadness. Firstly, 
tidings reached me that Waiter Varney 
met with an accident whilst cycling to the 
Blackwall office on Christmas morn'ng, 
and is now in Poplar Dock Hospital ; 
secondly, Jack Lindsay passed away in his 
sleep after having had indifferent health 
for a long period. He left London in the 

summer of 1940 for D.D. in Swansea, and 
after a period of sickness returned to duty 
in Liverpool, where he has died. Most 
of his service in London was spent on the 
Woolwich Station, and he was a model 
of punctuality. The sympathy of the staff 
is extended to Mrs. Lindsay and her 
family at this time, and best wishes are 
extended to Waiter Varney for a quick 
recovery. 

Mr. G. (Gerry) Grey, Waterguard Sur­
veyor, has left London for his new dis­
trict of Middlesbro', and the members of 
the Sports Club in particular wiJI wish 
him well in his new sphere, coupled with 
the desire to see him back in London ere 
long. 

One last thing, once more I am return­
ing to London, and shaJJ be glad if 
correspondence is addressed to me, c I o 
Room 11, Custom House, London, E.C.3, 
or to my home address, 29, Sea \en 
Road, London, S.E.8. T shall have more 
time to write to you then, and in passing. 
Jet's hear more of you. 

Let's hear from you, then. 
Till the lights o' London shine again. 

R.J.L. 

SOUTHAMPTON NOTES 
The New Year brought good news in­

deed, and we are glad to tell you that a 
card has been received from David 
Youdell, prisoner of war in Malaya. It 
bears the formal information limited to 
such cards, but after two years of com­
plete and anxious silence, great was the 
relief and joy that card brought to the 
early hours of 1944. Likewise, the news 
received in Greenock by our old friend, 
Bill Hackett, whose son, after breaking 
captivity in Italy, has returned to the 
Allied lines, safe and sound, though his 
escape and southward trek of four hun­
dred miles was full of hazard second to 
none. Happy tidings, indeed. 

The festive season was accompanied by 
greetings from practically all of the lads 
and, of course, our D.D. pals. Sum­
marised, from you to them, and in re­
verse: "All the best for 1944." 

From Ceylon, news of interesting 
length from Sergt. Charlie Cardall ; from 
an Eastern seaboard, air-mail ·from Joe, 
and airgraphs from Tom Carnell (Kenya) 
and Jimmy James (Central Mediter­
ranean). All are well and all write with 
optimistic hopes of seeing us during 1944. 
Home mail includes letters from Dudley 
Heal, who had a spell of sick-leave in 
December but rejoined his squadron be­
fore Christmas ; from Jock Strachan, 
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now Flight-Sergt. ; from Ron Greenhalgh 
and Ted Midlane, Dudley Jarvis, Steve 
and Jack Welsh. The boys are in good 
form and, like our War Cabinet, they 
converse with familiarity upon post-war 
prospects. 

More early 1944 news was made by the 
arrival of an airgraph from one of whom 
we had heard nothing since May, 1941-
Geoff Madeley (Preston), now Major, 
R.A., attached to the R.A:S.C. at G.H.Q., 
New Delhi. Our congratulations are 
speeding back. Meanwhile, Geoff's 
friends are asked to accept this report as 
a greeting from him. 

Two years, almost, have passed since 
we last heard of that popular sportsman, 
··Jack" (A. C.) Hobbs, R.N., well known 
in Cardiff, Greenock and Southampton. 
We now hear that he is due home very 
soon, following overseas service since 
1942 in Far Eastern waters. 

Our humble duties afloat in local 
waters were recently made the more in­
teresting by a chance meeting with Lieut. 
Jack Berry, R.N.V.R. (need I add .. of 
London"?). A good scout, doing a 
monotonous job, and certainly enjoying 
his entry into the correspondence 
columns of the C.J. ! 

The exiles continue to maintain form, 
even though playing away these long 
years, and their remembrances~received 
from Greenock, Holyhead, Liverpool and 
Manchester are appreciated. The ab­
sence of these officers is daily the more 
conspicuous, and it is time that some of 
them were returning. This opinion is 
founded on fact. · 

The friends of our former colleague, 
Charlie Saxton, will regret to learn of 
his death, reported in the Portsmouth 
Press early in January. 

Finally, we join in congratulating the 
staff at Speke, who have written on the 
wall with timely emphasis. 

Cheerio, Forces ! 
L.B. 

SUNDERLAND CALLING 
Hello, Forces! 

News is to hand from Charlie Scarfe ; 
he reports being fit and well. He has 
some caustic remarks to make about gold 
braid for A.P.O.s, and suggests that 
winning the war would be more important. 
It appears to be niggardly picking from 
his end. My letter should put him in a 
different mind about the braid, and I can 
safely say that we are all out to finish the 

war as soon as possible. Good luck, 
Charles. Leave the braid, ete., to us ; we 
won't let you guys down. 

The Big Boy dropped in on a spot of 
leave last momh; as usual he was looking 
remarkably fit and well. He regrets being 
unable to visit the Watch-house, but sends 
his regards to you all. He is somewhat 
worried about his subs. to the P.S.A., 
being under the impression that they were 
deducted from balance of pay; however, 
that matter will be put right from now on. 
Keep smiling, ··Big Boy," your visits are 
very welcome. 

Stan. Gill, Jack Gaston and Brian Horn 
are still silent. If any of you are in con­
tact with either of them and can pass on 
their address, l shall be grateful. 

Ran Grcenhalgh reports once more. 
He is fit and well. I note your request 
re address, Ran. Keep smiling, I have 
no news of Buster for you, it's ten weeks 
since we heard from him. 

Jack Crosby reports once more. He is 
fit and well. I hear that the son now 
does his 18 holes regularly with Dad. Life 
in the H.G. appears to be somewhat 
boring. Never mind, Jack, it can't last 
for ever. 

George Simmons dropped in last month 
on domestic urgency leave. Our deepest 
sympathy to you and Mrs. Simmons on 
the loss of the infant daughter. 

Bill Sutton I have contacted personally. 
At present he is on sick leave, having 
been home since lhe 20th November and 
due to return on the lOth January. I 
have my doubts about his being suffi­
ciently fit to do so though. Bill wants an 
operation doing, but his medical man 
says he is not fit for it to be done. Keep 
smiling, Bill, we all hope you will soon 
be fit once more. 

Nothing exciting has happened here, 
except when the Chief's cushion was 
found to be smouldering. I offered the 
use of the stirrup pump, hoping to get a 
spot of practice, but the offer was 
declined. 

Owing to the 'flu epidemic I missed my 
us'Ual gossip last month, being one of the 
victims. At one period the staff was re­
duced to the Chief. one P.O. and one 
A.P.O., but they kept the flag flying until 
reinforcements arrived. 

To you all, Forces and exiles, may 1944 
bring a victorious peace and a speedy 
return to the fold. The old shack still 
stands and our flag is mast high. 

Cheerio. Forces! Over to you-Over. 
O.H.L. 



JANUARY, 1944. CUSTOMS JOURNAL 9 

MERSEYSIDE NEWS 

Since my last report there is splendid 
news of the successful wav in which the 
Waterguard Officers have tackled the job 
at a North Country Airport since taking 
over from the Landing Staff. 

One Preventive Officer and one 
Assistant Preventive Officer have been 
allocated to the Station, and two seizures 
were made on the very first plane to be 
dealt with. This. by the way, is one 
more than had been obtained previously 
in several years. 
Th~ good work has been maintained. 

and in some two months to date 30 
revenue seizures have resulted. and, what 
is perhaps even more important these 
days. upwards of a dozen Security 
seizures have also accrued. 

Several prosecutions for both Revenue 
aml Security offences have resulted. and 
the good work of the Department has 
been praised in a letter of appreciation 
sent by the C.O. of the Intelligence 
Control. 

Nearly all the Revenue >.eiD•re.; hav~ 
been of a substantial nature·--in fact. 
only two could be cla,sed as small. 
Offenders have been detected among all 
classes of passengers, ami included in 
their number are a famous racing jockey 
and trainer. a well-known author, and a 
famous B. B. C. concert singer. 

T.V.D. involved has already passed the 
four-figure mark. and the goods >.eized 
have included many varied items 
throughout almost the entire range of 
high-duty )'oods. 

Congratulations are due to our col­
leagues who have done such a splendid 
job and thereby enhanced the aln:adv 
strong claims that this type of work 
should immediately be laid to this. the 
proper. department wherever it arises. 

It has been said by the Airport staff 
themselves that almost any Waterguard 
officer could have performed with equal 
o;ucccss, and it is earnestly to be hoped 
that due note has been taken of :J!I the 
circumstances and factors in appropriate 
quarters. 

Forces news is limited this month to 
reports about three of ;JUr colleagues. 

Major (Acting Colonel) F. T. Hill. 
O.C. 152 Pay Corps. arrived back from 
North Africa almost as soon as his last 
letter. He looked fit and well. although 
his letter told, with his mual touch of 
good humour, of some hard times in 
Tunisia. including a time when he and 

his Company were lost for some days 
in a desert sandstorm, He looks fomard 
to the day when he can take down the 
old .. boots and saddle" (seal duty slip­
book, etc.) and resume where he left off 
in '39 as Preventive Officer, Liverpool. 
He sends his good wishes to all the staff 
and anticipates their helpful C<>·operation 
when he does resume; expects to be a 
trifle rusty, but, knowing him well, we 
can't see it. 

Sergt. Pilot Bert Ralph also came back 
recently from the Middle East. He had 
ferried a plane to an overseas station 
and was returning by boat. 

Harry Worthington writes another 
cheery letter from India. telling of his 
engagement to a Junior Commander 
A.T.S. (Captain !'vfissie-Sahib). They 
met when both were Staff Sergeants, and 
as Harry is now on an O.C.T.U. course 
and hoping to get his two pips soon, we 
hasten to convey our congratulations on 
both achievements. 

That'<; all for now. chaJl6. All the 
best. 

BilL HUGHES. 

BRISTOL NEWS 
Interesting airgraphs were received 

from two of our lads at Christmas, E. H. 
Danicls i"s in N.W. Africa (" Danny" 
now has his wings), and G. J. Hibberd, 
R.A.F.. in India. Both were well at 
time of writing. 

B. J. B. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Editor. "The Customs Journal." 

Dear Sir. 
Your correspondent. J, W. Bert'y. is 

perfectly correct in his remarks regard· 
ing ·• Examining" (how f hate the words 
'· \Vatcruuard ·• and ·• Preventive! ') 
Branch 'uniform. 1 claim to have in­
stigated the controversy re Gold Braid 
for the A.P.O. urade. and advocated its 
adoption in the' .. CJ :· in 193\l, only to 
receive a slating by (T remember the 
initials of one in particular, J.E.T.) quill~ 
a few "dead-heads.'· At that time I 
had passed the "Exam.'' for P.O. 

Nearly fc1urteen years have pa,sed. 
and still nothing done h~ the ·· heid 
vins ·• (or should I say •· deid yins .. , in 
London and the other ··Yes" men. 
··Slippery Sam" states ... For heaven·, 
>a l;c. let us remove our cap only to the 
King and God," and it i' high time the 
.. Slaughter Guard .. inculcated this clas-



10 CUSTOMS JOURNAL JANUARY, 1944. 

sic quotation into their minds, indelibly, 
if we are to "go places." 

lf we must wear uniform, we must 
have the same quality, cut and style as 
worn by Officers of the Royal Navy at 
once! Let the Crown give us the same 
allowance as Officers of the R.N., and 
we will follow the same regulations and 
buy our own. So please get on with 
the job. To be smartly and correctly 
dressed is a tonic to mind and body. 
Can any Waterguard Officer state that 
he feels comfortable, from a uniform 
point of view, when in the presence of 
Naval Officers or "Liner" Merchant 
Officers?-Yours faithfully, 

"DYNAM." 

The Editor, ''The Customs Journal." 
Dear Mr. Editor, 

May I once again trouble you for a 
few inches in your columns in which to 
say a final word to Jack Berry. 

A fair, rational reply, Jack, much 
better than your last effort. Maybe I 
did miss the point in your first letter, 
BUT, remember in future, that when 
writing for publication your reader is un­
able to divine your thoughts. He has only 
the printed word before him, and any 
subtleties of voice are lost. You will 
agree that some of your remarks were, 
shall we say, unfortunate, especially to 
a rating. 

Whilst we are being so horribly honest 
with one another, I don't think either of 
us need be so gushing about the lower 
deck. You know as well as I do that, 
just as some N.O.s are little pip-squeaks, 
some of the ratings are a pretty crumby 
crowd, and, boy, do I mean crumby! 

However, consider yourself de-pip­
squeaked, Jack. Best wishes, and thanks 
for the space, Mr. Editor. · 

Sincerely, 
MAX DUNSTONE. 

The Editor, "The Customs Journal." 
Sir, 

I protest against the creation of the 
office of Publicity Secretary to the P.S.A. 
and against the activities of the present 
holder of that office. 

I do not think that Mr. Shaw's ebul­
lient spirit will be unduly depressed by 
this expression of my disapproval, but 
in case it is I will soften the blow by 
confessing, at the same time, how much 
I admire the energy he displays. But I 
am convinced that the creation of the 
office was a mistake, and I sincerely hope 

that the next Conference will expunge 
the error. 

Judging by his work so far, it seems 
that Mr. Shaw's main purpose is to con­
vince a not-too-intelligent membership 
that whatever their LEADERS do is 
right, and that ideas which the ordinary 
members may wish to contribute on ques­
tions affecting their own interests are only 
acceptable in so far as they coincide with 
the decisions arrived at by those 
LEADERS. Unswerving obedience is 
demanded, and any deviation castigated. 

Apart from the recent and obvious 
examples of the disastrous results of this 
LEADER complex, how far does it co­
mcide with the basic principles of asso­
ciation? I may be wrong, but it is my 
view that the Secretaries and the Execu­
tive should be the servants of the mem­
bership, and their primary function that 
of representation rather than leadership. 
I yield to no one in my admiration of 
Mr. Powell. for instance, as a capable 
and efficient. representative, but to ask me 
to accept Mr. Powell as a Leader who 
will in all matters think for me and 
decide what is good and what is bad 
for me is to ask more than I am willing 
to concede. I will listen to his advice 
with respect, but I WILL NOT be a yes 
man. 

Mr. Shaw cannot even make out a 
good case for the policy he preaches. I 
would remind him that the last substan­
tial increases in our basic salaries were 
secured as a result of a salary claim 
which the membership insisted should go 
forward after revolting against a scheme 
of re-organisation prepared by the 
Executive Committee. 

I would also remind him of the time 
v.hen Civil Service Association leaders 
rejected an offer of consolidation at 70 
per cent. of the cost-of-living scales intro­
duced during the last war, to be subse­
quently grateful for a Treasury conces­
sion to consolidate at 55 per cent. Again. 
there are indications in a circular just 
received on the subject of " Pay-as-you­
go " Income Tax that again our leaders 
have displayed a very human tendency 
to fallacious judgment. 

The judgment of a General. Organis­
ing, or even a Publicity Secretary is as 
liable to error as that of the humblest 
member, and any attempt by Mr. Sha\\ 
to convince me otherwise is vain. 

Indeed, I would say that one nf the 
liabilities (there arc many, I know!) of 
office is that it imposes on the holder 
the neces'iity for constant vigibncc 
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against the tendency to warped judgment 
which is a natural consequence of en­
hanced authority. I would commend to 
Mr. Shaw, who seems to be fond of 
quotations, this one: '· All Power Cor­
rupts: Absolute Power Corrupts Abso­
lutely," though I would myself amend 
Lord Acton's first phrase to read, ·• All 
Power TENDS to Corrupt." 

Of PSAmphlet No. 1, l think it would 
be best to say that it is deplorable and 
leave it at that. If this is a PSAmple, 
we want none of the goods. 

What I would like to see Mr. Shaw 
do is to turn his admirable energy (un­
fettered by office) to the task of rousing 
the members of the Association to the 
practice of thinking for themselves and to 
contributing the results of their thoughts 
to the common pool. Then would the 
task of our REPRESENT A TlVES be 
easier in arriving at a composite and 
coherent expression of the sum result of 
necessarily varied opinion. 

Good presentation of intelligent and 
well-informed opinion is the finest 
publicity any Association could wish for. 
A good Association and good represen­
tatives need no Publicity Agent. And 
if our Association is lacking in either 
respect it is of no use to try to hide the 
fact. 

ln a letter to a Staff Side Chairman 
on the subject of " Pay-As-You-Go,'' the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer asked " if 
the Staff Side quite realised " what they 
were asking for? That question carries 
with it a reproach which should shake 
every member of the Civil Service. Do 
YOU realise what you, through your 
Association, are doingry If not. I urge 
you to take steps to arrive at a full 
realisation. 

And when next you choose your dele­
gate to a P.S.A. Conference, choose a 
REPRESENTATIVE, not a Leader. And 
give him something to represent. 

'· EPH JAY." 
The Publicity Ojjicer adds: Individuals 

don't matter in the Association, so 
whether I am depressed or not hy this 
is irrelevant. A reminder to the mem­
herslzip was needed that it is their A sso­
ciation and that those thn elect arc their 
representatives, not theii leaders. This 
fits in so fullv with my conception of 
what the P.S.A. should be (in fact, what 
the social system generally should be) 
that I can't he hurt. I would, though, 
ask Eph Jay, in fairness, to re-read what 
1 have written in the JOURNAL for 
years now (he's not thinking of lhat little 

leg-pull on W HP?) or ask any fel/o1v 
P.S.A. worker what I've said, and then 
to tell' me if I've really preached the 
Leader-principle. I have shown as great 
a faith in the rank and file, quite often 
in oppositioiz to our "top table," as Eplz 
Jay does in this letter-and I always got 
my facts right. However, I leave defence, 
as far as it is needed, to those members. 

I must add that the Executive protested 
against the National Staff Side's action 
in the matter of Pay as you Eam. Our 
little association is often the victim, or 
butt of bigger unions where the Fulzrer­
prinzep does operate. To counteract 
this, by creating a live membership, is 
my main task, and I have no fear of 
such a membership. An occasionally 
interested membership is what we suffer 
from now. If Eph Jay helps to cure 
that, pending my dismissal, I' If be glad 
to hart •net a fellow No-man. 
The Editor, "The Customs Journal." 

Sir, 
l am amazed, on reading your Decem­

ber issue, to note an enquiry from a 
member of the staff, who asks, "Why are 
Waterguard Officers being directed into 
the Home Guard." Please tell him that 
soon we are to witness an invasion of 
the most fortified positions in the world, 
that millions of our brothers and cousins 
will be killed or maimed, and that a 
hard-pressed Government would like any 
able-bodied young men such as H.W.C. 
to man the guns, etc., one night in eight. 
or to train to be able to deal with any 
paratrooper who dares to land on these 
shores, and thereby relieve the regular 
forces who will be called upon to make 
these sacrifices ! 

Tell him to read of many of our col­
leagues who, by virtue of the fact that 
they were slightly younger than H.W.C .. 
have already been shot down in flames 
from the sky, drowned, or lost on the 
field. Of the others who have been 
years away from all they hold dear. or 
are suffering in P.O.W. camps. 

Ask your correspondent, Mr. Editor. 
to define some of these alleged hardships 
he is suffering, from Waterguard duties, 
a job which is, in my opinion, the most 
congenial of any reserved occupation. 

He further suggests that he would be 
careful to " not antagonise a dock 
worker or similar personnel " if the said 
person happened to be his superior in 
the Home Guard. Words fail me to 
reply to a statement like that. Surely we 
are not so easily led away from our 
duty? J.C.M. 
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The Editor, ··The Customs Journal." 
Sir, 

About 14 years ago I was told that 
I was a successful candidate in the 
A.P.O.'s examination, and being very 
enthusiastic, 1 made enquiries-officially 
and unofficially-to ascertain the promo­
tion aspects. The average service that 
A.P.O.s were being caiied to sit for pro­
motion was then 11 or 12 years, and 
whilst this didn't seem too good, l set 
about to gain experience and study the 
Regulations in case, as I was so often 
and still am told, ··something might turn 
up ·· to reduce the waiting period. Well, 
here I am. with nearly 14 years' service, 
still an A.P.O., still waiting for that 
bread and butter job, with little chance 
of qualifying within the next 4 or 5 years 
unless " Something turns up." l am 
beginning to feel like a swimmer who 
dives off the deep end waiting to reach 
the surface so that he can breathe and 
show the people on the side that he 
really can swim besides hold his bre~1th 
under \Htter. 

Tt is not very encouraging to tempo­
rary Civil Servants, employed in other 
Departments since the outbreak of war, 
to gain promotion, even if it is on an 
.. acting" basis, when established men Jn 

this Department will have to wait nearly 
20 years for their first opportunity. · 

STrLL HOPEFUL. 

We regret that tlzrouglz lack of space 
several articles and correspondence in­
tended for publication have been held 
ol·er.-·-Eo. 

ROBERT BURNS ON THE 
PREVENTIVE SERVICE 

(On 25th January Scotsmen throughout 
the world celebrated the anniversary of 

the birth of Robert Burns.) 

The Preventive Service. 
But then to see how ye're negleckit, 
How huff'd, and cuff'd, and disrespeckit. 

-The Twa Dogs. 

Our Councillors. 
In gath'rin votes you werena slack ; 
Now stand as tightly by your tack ; 
Ne'er claw your lug and fidge your back, 

And hum and haw ; 
But raise your arm, and tell your crack 

Before them a'. 
-Earnest Cry. 

The Probationer. 
Ye'll try the world fu' soon, my lad. 
And, Andrew dear, believe me, 
You'll find mankind an unco' squad. 
And muckle they may grieve ye. · 

-Epistle to a Young Friend. 
The Man who Started Studying Too Late. 

0 man ! while in thy early years, 
How prodigal of time ! 
Misspending all thy precious h9urs. 
Thy glorious youthful prime ! 

--Man was Made to Mourn. 
The Non-member. 

Oh wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oursels as others see us. 

-To a Louse. 
Seizure Awards. 

This pass'd for certain--undisputed; 
It ne' er cam i' their heads to doubt it, 
Till chiels gat up and wad confute it, 

And ca'd it wrang; 
And muckle din there was about it. 

Baith loud and lang. · 
-Epistle to W.S. 

The Sassenach on Detached Duty in 
Stern Caledonia (we hope). 

When death's dark stream I ferry o'er, 
A time that surely shall come ; 
In Heaven itself I'll ask no more. 
Than just a Highland welcome . 

--Verse Left at a Friend's House. 
'05. 

May health and peace, with mutual rays, 
Shine on the evening o' his days. 

--Dedication to G.H. 
The C.P.O. in the Bagga~:e Shed as he-

weighs up the evidence. 
But, och! mankind are unco weak. 
And little to be trusted ; 
If self the wavering bah:lnce shake. 
lt's rarely right adjusted. 

-Epistle to a Young Friend. 
Around the Watch-house Table. 

Wi' merry sangs, and friendly cracks. 
1 wat they didna weary; 
And unco tales, and funny jokes, 
Their sports were cheap and cheery. 

-Halloween. 
Persons who think that Civil Servants 

would be foolish enough to strike. 
But human bodies are sic fools, 
For a' their colleges and schools, 
That when nae real ills perplex them, 
They mak enow themsels to vex them. 

-The TH·a Dogs. 
Toast to the Preventive Service. 

Long may we live ! long may we love ! 
And long may we be happy ! 
And may we never want a glass 
Well charged with generous nappy ! 

-Ciarinda. 
.. BOB." 
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USEFUL 
H 0 BB I E S, 

AND 

BOOKS ON 
CRAFTWORK 

CAREERS 
PHOTOGRAPHY FOR PL-EASURE 

A..'\D PROJ'IT, by Roginalt! Harrison. 
The hobby fully explained and illus· 
trated. \Vays and means of turning 
amateur photography to profit. 
Amateur fau1ts and difficulties ex­
plained. Many delightful half-tone 
illustrations ·of the art. 

THE CARErjR ()}' A WIRELESS 
OPERATOR. An interesting and sue· 
cessful career for any ambitious young 
person. full of useful hints and valuable 
explanations of elementary wireless and 
Morse code, Many diagrams. How to 
go about entering the profession and 
what to learn, 

LIBRARIANSHIP Ai'i A CARijER. 
The young man or woman interested in 
books and literature may well find this 
guide an invaluable help in finding an 
interesting career full of service to the 
community and opportunity for self­
development How to become a Library 
Assistant. How to develop one's own 
abilities and become a Librarian. 

.THE BOYS' BOOK OF :METAL­
CRAFT, by Wm. B,agley. How to make 
all kinds of useful and ornamental 
objects in metalware. Full instructions 
and diagrams. What tools are needed 
and the care and use of them. ll6 
pp. book full of " meat " and end-
less interest to Father as well as Son. 

STA,IPS I<'OR ALL, by L. N. and M. 
Williams. First steps in Stamp Col­
lecting as hobby. Many illustrations 
and d·etailed of rare 
stamps, designs, stamp 
clubs, stamp dealing, etc. 
~(ODJ<:L 'rHt:ATBE A~H PUPPI,'J' 

~lAKI~G. by Caspar and Ethelwyn 
Hoist. J:tUlly illustrated How to make 
and., operate your own home theatre. 
\vith working puppets, lighting etc. 

MOOt;I.,.. A:SD ?llODt;I. )IAIUNG. 
Endless hours of amusement, all of the 
highest educational value. A hobbY 
and handicraft for any youngster of 
either sex. 

A MOUEL Vll.LAGt: AND HOW 
TO M.'\KE IT. Full instructions and 
diagrams showing how to make a 
complete rnodel village, using home 
materials, 
THE BOYS' BOOI{ Of' t;(:IIC,.'i'U'IC 
AND EU·;('TRICAI. I}XPERI.\\H;NTS. 
A magnificently entertaining book for 
any boy-----~or girl. First steps in ele~ 
mentary science and electricity. Very 
entertaining simple experiments easily 
carried out at home 

ALI. ABOUT SKETCHING, by Regi­
nald Harrison. A reliable guide to 
sketching, full diagrams and 
illustrations, of which enable.s 
anyone to learn and quickly the 
basic principles 

-~~~-

·PAPER COVERS 2/· each net 
(Printed in Colour) 
CLOTH BOARDS 3/6 each net 

Obtainable from all booksellers or from 
the publishers 

VAWSER & WILES, LTD., 
644, FORE"T RH., WAI,THA:\ISTOW, 

LONDON, 1'}.17. 

HOSPITAL 
SATURDAY 

FUND 
Are YOU a Member 
of a Comprehensive 
HOSPITAL WELFARE 
SCHEME? 

If Not-JoinNOW 
Contributors (and their dependants) 
within hospital income limits, for 
a minimum contributi,on of 3d. 
per week, are covered f.or a fully 
comprehensive hospital service. 
Cash grants are also made in 
respect of extraneous benefits. 

Employees over the hospital in­
come list are entitled to the full 
benefits of the Fund, but in the 
case of hospital treatment, the 
almoners reserve the right to ask 
for a contribution over and above 
the value of our voucher. 

There is no waiting period for 
members whose contributions are 
deducted through the pay-roll, 
except for maternity benefit when 
the waiting period is one year 
from the date of joining. 

·you are helping the Hospitals, 
yourself and your family by join­
ing this well-known Fund of 
seventy years standing. 

APPLY 
for a Joining Form fvom your 
H.S.F. Representative or write-

The Secretary, 

Hospital Saturday Fund, 
14-18, Holborn, E.C.l 
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THE CUSTOMS FUND 
FOUNDED 1816. 

The Mutua.l Life Assurance Society 
of the 

Customs and Excise Department 

LIFE ASSURANCE 
from £50 to £3,000 

HOUSE PURCHASE 
ADVANCES 

TOTAL ASSETS EXCEED £1,000,. 

For full partkulars apply to :-

F. T. G. HARRIS, Secretary, 
Customs Fund, H.M. Customs and Excise, 

City Gate House, Finsbury Square, 
London, E.C.2. 

E.17. 




