
VoL. tl9. No. 956. 

ENGAGEMENT RINGS 
Whatever your style or fancy, the Winegarten 
selection is one of the hrgest in the Country. 
Value is the Keynote, Variety a speciality. 
The same large choice available lor Wedding and 
S~gnet Rings. 

WATCHES 
Winegartens' watches are renowned throughout 
the Empire. Stocks are very limited, and in tr.e 
interests of National Economy, a new watch 
should only be bought as a necessity. If your old 
watch can tide you over, keep i c in service. 
Before discarding, send to us, and we will be 
pleased to advise you whether "!:O have it repaired 
or otherwise. · 

CUTLERY 
8oth loose or in canteens in our usual pre~Wll" 
grades and standards still procurable. 

CATALOGUES 
Owtng to paper restrictions, the issue of Cata~ 
logues has been suspended. W1negartens' stocks 
are very corn prehensive. A personal visit is 
recommended, but orders by post can be con­
dud~d with equal satisfaction. Write us your 
requirements a$ detailed as possible, and we wilt 
answer with particulars and quotations, Goods 
ordered by post, if not suitable, money refunded 
in full. 

HOURS OF BUSINESS; 
May : Monday to Friday, 9.30 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday dosed all day. 

A GREAT SAVING 
OR 

ALWAYS 
BE WELL DRESSED 

SAVE COUPONS 

MoNTHLY 

Wl N EGARTE N S 157· BISHOPSGATE 
LONDON·E·C·2 

TELEPHONE: BISHOPSCATE 1786 (lLINES) 

SUITS, OVERCOATS, COSTUMES 
Turned Equal to New. INVISIBLY. 

FROM 50/-
Ove· 8,QOO Testimoni,,ls froc< dil pa•ts 

of the Country 

Turnings to Members of the House of 
Commons and many Titled people, 

&c. 

DELIGHTFUL RESlJL TS 

I~ow~o~st in London for High Grade 
Work 

LIST FREE ADl'ICE FREE 

Writt". Call. or Post Garments for 
Estimare and Ai\'ice. Enquiries ln.-ited. 

WALKER'S SCIENTIFIC 
T AI LOR IN G WO'R K S 

(Dept. 61) 

liiSTABLTSHED 25 YEARS 

5/8 OLD MARKET, ILFORD. 
LONDON 

'Phone: ILl!. 1320 
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Preventive Staff Association 
Temporary Otnce: 

6. BROOK LANE, BEXLEY, KENT. 

Telephone: BEXLEY HEATH 3613. 

President: General Secretary: 
W. E. STANDRING .. W. H. PO WELL. 

Organising Secretary: Assistant Secretary: 
A. E. FARMER. H. L. BOALCH. 

CORRESPO:o!DENCE, LITERARY MATTER, ETC.-Letters to the 
Edito1-, and articles and correspondence intendt>d for publi­
cation should be addressed to the Editor, " Tih' Customs 
Journal," H.M. Customs and E.rc·ise, 5, Odessa Strecr, Rother­
hithe, London, S.E.l6. It is essential that an matter for 
insertion in the monthly issue should reach the Editor on 
or before the lOth of the month of publication. Articles sub­
mitted need not be typewritten, but the use of one side of the 
paper renders a great assistance. 

ADVERTISEMENTs.-A!! enquiries relating' to ad~'ertisement 
space should be addressed to the Advertisement Contractors, 
A. Darby's Advertising Service, 24 & 26, Water Lane, London, 
E.C.4. Telephone: City 6686 & 6687. Telegrams: Darbiads, 
Cent, London. AU advertisements are accepted subject to 
the Editor's approval. 

BACK NUMBERs.-May be obtained by applying to the 
Association Offices, 2d. per copy <post free). 

SuBSCRIPTION5.-Retired Otncers and outside persons wish· 
lng to become subscribers may do so on application to the 
Organising Secretary, 6, Brook Lane, BexZey, Kent. The 
charge is 3s. Od. per annum, post free. 

DOCKSIDE SPRING 

The sun is on the water, 

That is all. 

No songs out-sing the winches, 
No fiutt'rings in the cranes. 
No grass nor even groundsel 
To edge t:l:le railroad lanes. 
No songs disturb the ru.mblings 
Of tall tips pouring coal. 
No single grace of movement 
But htg-boati! on patrol. 
No hint of spring, no whisper, 
No promise by the way. 
All, all as through the winter, 
Just grey and black and grey. 

The wn is on the water, 
That is alL 

HOLIDAY ACCOMl\IODATION. 

TROPWEN. 

HEREFORDSHIRE.-!<'armhouse holiday accommodation. 
Beautiful country. Terms £3 3s. Od.-'Phone: Much Marcle 
213. Goodwin, "Hillend," Much Marcle, Ledbury. 

CHANGES IN THE STAFF 
to 14th .:\iay, 1942. 

TRANSFERS. 
AsSISTANT PREVENTIVE OFFICERS:-

Biss, W. C., Holyhead, Chester to ;'.1ethil, Dundee. 
Spargo, C. H., Liverpool to HulL 

OFFICER LEAVING THE SERVICE. 
RETIREJ\!EXT-ASSISTANT PREVE?'ITIVE OFFICER:­

Turnbu!l, W. J., Londcn. 

OBITUARY OF SUPERANNUATED OFFICERS. 
Marriott, E. L., Pre,·entive Officer. 
Murphy, J., Preventive Officer. 
Prior. D .. v.-aterguard Superintendent, 2nd Class. 
Reeve, W. E., Preventive Officer. 
Twist. C. H., Preventive Officer. 

OBITUARY 
l\fr. W. lHcKELVIE, A.P.O., l\iethil. 

It was with deep regret that his late colleagues learned 
last month that official confirmation has now been given to 
the report that Sgt.-Pilot William McKelvie, R.A.F.V.R., 
was killed in action in October of last year 

It is understood that he was piloting a Spitfire in an offen­
sive sweep over Northern France, and it is believed that his 
remains are buried at Dunkirk. 

He was 24 years of age at the time of his death and had 
been in the Department since 1937. He joined the Royai 
Air Force in July, 1940, and had experienced a good spell of 
operational flying, including night-flying in such incidents 
as the blitz on Clydeside. 

Bill was very much a "live wire" in every sphere, and 
we can have no doubt whatever that this last scrap of his 
was carried through on his part with all his characteri~tic 
keenness and determination. We have heard that he got on 
very well in the Royal Air Force and if he was as popular 
as he was in dull life we are sure this was so. He was 
indeed of the best type of man, and his successors in the 
Waterguard Service in the years to come should look back 
on his memory with pride and respect. 

He was the youngest of a family of nine and to Mr. and 
Mrs. McKelvie, who live at Burntisland, the Staff at Methil 
extend their sympathy in their loss, which must have been 
all the harder after so many months of uncertainty and false· 
hopes. 

Mr. T. A. STUART, A.P.O., Liverpool. 
After the terrible shock of hearing of Tom's death, the 

next reaction of his Liverpool colleagues (among whom, 
without any reflection on others, he was the most popular 
of the officers separated from wife and children by the· 
war) was, what was his most outstanding characteristic? 
He was gay and easy-going, the last one normally to be 
expected to suffer from mental strain. He was proud, in 
a noble way, befitting an ex-soldier, of his personal appear­
ance, and proud, too, as all his family, I believe, of his 
honour. We could not believe he would do a dishonourable 
thing. He might be over-generous, no more. But his most 
notable attribute was a quality of friendship probably even 
more well known in other ports: among his old boxing 
friends, for instance. It is as a friend and nothing else 
that we will remember and respect him, leaving him in 
other roles for others' sorrow. To his family we send 
deepest sympathy. C.F.S. 

OUR BOYS 
The eldest son of •:\'fr. J. H. Stewart, W. Sur., London, 2nd 

Lieut. R. Y. S. Stewart, Royal Corps of Signals. was killed bv 
enemy action in Assam on 16th May. Aged 25 years, 2nd 
Lieut. Stewart was a B.A. (double Hons.) of London. 

His second son. Pilot Officer Ian H. Stewart. was with 
the Air Striking Force in France and was invalided out in 
September, 1940, when only 20 years of age. He is now a 
1st Officer (Ferry Pilot) with the A.T.A., and during the 
past 12 months has flown 33 djtferent types of aircraft. 

t 
f 
I 
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CURRENT COMMENTS 
War Bonus. 

,..fHE National Staff Side issued the following statement on 
l\J;,y 7th:-

.. Members of the War Bonus Committee of the National 
Sbtr Side ml't the Official Side on May 6th to hear their 
reply to Uw case for an improvement in the bonus pre­
sented by the Statf Side on April lOth. No conclusive 
stage> was reached and a furlher joint meeting has been 
arranged for May 14th. In the meantime the Staff Side 
are submitting a memorandum reinforcing the arguments 
upon which they have based their claim."' 
At tlle tunc ot wntmg we "nave no repol't o! ·tne restlii di 

the latter meeting. 

HJ.tll '41 
1941 4:2 

Cost of Living. 
Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. DeC'. 

85 87 89 92 93 
99 99 99 lOO 101 

.Jan. 
96 

100 

\Vatcrguard Redundaneies. 
Discussions in this matter are still proceeding. 

Feb. March 
97 97 

100 100 

At tlw Apri I meeting of the Departmental Council it was 
agreed that informal talks between the two sides should take 
place. As a result of these discussions the Official Side 
undertook to contact the Treasury and fmd out whether 
suitable jobs in other Departments could be found for the 
redundant Chief Prc•ventive Officers and. if so, where such 
.iobs would arise. Subsequent negotiations and arrange­
ments will, of cours._., depend on the result of these inquiries. 

Split Attendances. 
For manv year~ the Association has been conccmed at the 

~ituation c;·e~ted at many ports by the slavish ar'!F sence to 
the phrase .. regular every-day duty., in connectiort with the 
added hour for split attendances. In the last attempt to 
remedy this, a claim was made that where split attendance 
was considered so necessary as to warrant its inclusion in 
the scheme of attendance (whether it be for a day or every 
d~1v 1 then the added hour to the second attendance should 
apply. 

We are pleased to report that this ha~; been accepted and 
the paragraph 109 of Ext. Inst. Vol. 2 has been amended 
accordingly. 

Mileage Allowance. 
In view of the abolition of the basic petrol ration and the 

complete cessation of ordinary private motoring as from 1st 
. July it has been nc·cessary to review the present mileage 
svstem and rates. 
· E.O.C. 58~l has now been issued and Departmental instruc-

1 ions b:1sed thereon will follow. 
The new scheme applies to officers using their car~ on 

ollir:i;d ,iournc·~·s ancl whose annual mileage on tiH•se journeys 
is eXJ.Wcted to be at least 2,000 miles. 

In brief, wlwre an officer gets no petrol for private pur­
poses he will not have to obtain an Excise licc•nce <the car 
being CO\'ered by O.H.M.S. Certificate), but lw mt:st dfect 
adequate insurance. An annual allowance plus a flat rate 
mileage allowance will be payable monthly or quarterly in 
arrear as follows:~ 

Up to and including 8 h.p. £20 2~d. per mile 
Over 8 and up to 10 h.p. .£22 10£. 21d. 
Over 10 and up to 14 h.p. £25 3d. 
Over 14 h.p. £27 10s. 31cl. , , 

An <ldditionlll bd. per mile (not !cl. per passenger) may be 
p;lid when one or more oflicial passengers are carried. 

Uniform and Coupons. 
In reply to the Association question as to the effect of the 

redun·d personal allocation of clothing coupons on the 
munb<'l' to be surrendered for uniform, we have received the 
following reply from the Board of Trade (via the Staft· 
Side):--

.. It is not proposed to make any alteration in the annual 
-'UlTender rates for essential civilian uniforms. These 
rates were calculated, to represent the saving in wear and 
tear on other clothes effected by uniform wearing and 
consequently _their relation is to the coupon-value of the 
basic ration. As the former is not being altered no 
correspond!ng adjustment in the uniform rates is 
expected." 

War Emc1·gency Committee. 
Tha May meeting of the War Emergency Committee 

(P.S.A.) will be held on Thursday the 28th m the month 
at Waiter House, Strand, London. 

Staff Side Chairman. 
Mr. A .. J. Cowherd, Chairman of the Joint Committee \C . 

and E. Associ~tLonsl. and Vice-Chairm:im of the Depart­
mental Council, kis announcc'd his intention of resigning 
the"c positions at the enci of June. In spite of the entreaties 
:11td ;,·gumcnts of his many friends, up to the time of writing, 
Il!r. Cm\ ht!rd had shown no signs of altering his derision. 

Ir. ;1s nuw seems likelv. we are to lose his sernces then 
tile Stair Side ''ill be f<;ced with the problem of finding a 
~({\..'l:es-sui -~Ll 111'\_h-JIC;nl ~ntl:dtc "\f(..'l"J rl.J_._ffit~~n ... 1-vs +hR Q5}b1J .. 
sLtncl:Hd of efficiency set by Mr. Cowherd during long years 
of valuable. unselfish service. 

Customs Fund. 
Tile ballot iu•· the el~ction of Directors t·esultcd in the 

re-election ol the three retiring Dircctot·s, Messrs. Chubb, 
Littler and Quimby. 

Members will be dis~ppointed at ihe failure of the Water­
guard c::nriidatc, M!'. J. Men·on. to secure one of the seats, 
;md thb in spite of the splendid efYort in tnany quarters. 
We can Pnly ,.uggest that at the next election e\·en greater 
L'irort will be called for in order that we may once again 
have a member of the branch on the Directorate. 

Mr. T. A. Siuart. 
The Sen·ice \\""·' shocked at the news of the death of Mr. 

T. A. Stuart, A.P.O., of Folkeston~ (detached to Liverpool), 
anrl learned with horror the tragic details of this sad affair. 

We extend to Mrs. Stuart, her daughters and the Stuart 
family, our sinccrE·st sympathy in this sudden bereavement. 

Correspondence 
The Editor, "Customs Journal." 

Sir, 
ln reply to •· Some Hull-ites ., and to other Hull men who 

m<ty be of the same opinion, may L in good faith, suggest that 
had all Hull men maintained touch with the home port news 
would not be lacking. 

There is no reason why the "Customs Journal" should not 
l>P the medium of the exchange of news and views of Hull 
people. I have previously appealed for new;,, but in \'ain . 
Perhaps, "Some Hull-ites," you yourselves would be pre­
pared tu rtct construdively and start the ball rolling by 
gi'-.·ing ntl' ~on1e nev~:s from your" re1note outpost.n 

N. S. MANNERS, A.P.O. 

The Editor, "Customs Journal." 
Sic 

A matter that has concerned me since the outbreak of 
war is the fact that A.P.O.s are not issued copies of the all­
important 0 circulars. After all. the A.P.O. is the man who 
does the .actual rummage or examination of baggage, the 
P.O. being present more in a supervisory capacity, so it seems 

·deplorable that the A.P.O. should not have full knowledge 
of the regulations contained in these orders. 

T do tmt know the position in o'ther parts of the country, 
but at this port I must go to my P.O. and ask if I may 
please borrow his instructions, so that I may know a 
little of the job I hope I am doing! 

Admittedly I have never yet been refused, although there 
i' no reason why I shouldn't ha\·e been, <md in any case, 
huw am I to know they are strictly up to date" The paper 
shortage can hardly be the reason for this slight on the 
A.P.O. grade when sl1eaves of toblly useless instructions 
:md amendment;; on Purchase Tax, O.A. Pensions, War 
Damage Act, etc., etc., arc issued with .monotonous regularity, 
despite the m:tion-wide campaign for economy . 

Let the A.P.O.s receive their proper instructions or, better 
stilL let one station copy be made accessible to all. 

Surely it would not be an insurmountable task for the 
Board to bsue the Staff w;tl1 regulations appertaining only 
to this department, and tc;:> cease forthwith the app~>lling 
waste of paper that is to be found in every office. 

J.C.M. 
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------·------------
Customs & Excise Departmental 

Whitley Council 
'l'llt\ t\VO hundrccl ~tnd ilfLJl~LtJ tnecLn.~J of tilE' Cot!llei! w:1;-; 

neid in. the ('tlllft.'i'CtlCC HnUY!], C'ily CXalt' H(Jd~~l:, r;.c.J, \.Ill 

\Vt"'dne~d~l.'/, ::.:Jtl1 l..._pl·il, l:J·J:!., 1!1e ( h;tir ::vittg Ld<..l'll by S1!· 
Wilfrid E~IOj', Cllajrrllad ur 1lll_-· lj(,~!rt; or Custonl::-; ~d\d 

Excise. 
Prior tu thl~ L'IJ!~tl!t1l:tlcL·lncnt c!' Un.: busuL:Ss on the ;H~end.t, 

tlle ChaJr11l~Hl n:ierl'Cd lu tLL: lLllileat~..:·d dL~:_dh, ._dt<:r bul d 

1E:\V d.::~.ys' lil!lt.::·.<;,, uf lVl1·. j_ l-1. J~~.:\'v'Illdn, t '(JntroJh-:1· ol tll"-' 
\fZJ.Juation branch. 'l'he Vice-CJ1~tir,1·1~:n, J\-it'. lL J. Cov.;h,·td, 
~s;.;;uciuted lhe :·~L~tl Sute H1 un e:--,vn.:ssic;.n vf l'L~g·l vt. ;._titd 

refelTE:-d l,~) 1\'fr. Nt;\\Tn8ll'~~ t~arlier ~ervic(._; in the l)ulduol 
Departn1ent and t1i.s as~uc.u.1tion vvilil :-;t,;l_1:1n5 1nutte1·s in th;.' 
Secretaries' Office. 1Vlr. Newmau's fl'-""illi; W~\o; a lo~s ''' 
tl1e Depa1'tt-.~a:nt ~uHI ·Lu tJ:o~;t.> \\'lt{J l1~1d iH~l:il pi·i\·ite·gh·i tu 
work with him. 
MAl'.-l'OWElt. 

C:l) G.(J. 32/ l~·U. --I1t 1·cp!y to :..t ~;t:.111 ;~,it:ie JrJtp~jry rPF~~tn1-
ing the ~u1.··pi112:, .Uvpa l'T.ll wnt:::-11 ( 'lerical ()t1ic~...'J';, ill London 
Port \Vhiclt \·1re1·e ;J.\'a.ilaLdc 1ut· tr<J.ll:>ter·, till' (hiieia1 Side 
replied that tile numbu,; had uH:11 ncpot'H:d in March to 
the Treasury, ~lHd as Wo.r DarnagF \"/IHk dec~ln~.:~d 1n(Jre 
\Vould be a\7 ailable lur ~ .. dJstn·ption e1se\:VhE're. ..\.. la1·gt' 
nurnber v,·t .. re :rvv:::tiiiu?, c~H-up, and the l\'Iitu:.--;riL~~·. of Supp(y 
~nJ of Aircraft PruduL:tiott had t.<1et·~ t.t1\l'!1 ~iurne rnernber .. , 
of the grade. 

(b) T.C. lU/I!I·ll, paragT:.tilhs :~ (i) ami (ii). TIHc SL,!1 
Sidt~ sJid they htH.l t.ilrc:ady slgnifL'CI thcJt' <..t;.;l~t:-t.:lnPnt t~..1 .1 

htrge PJ'OpUl tion oi' ti!C sug~;·c:~tio1l:-: for tlif~ e1irninall0t1 or 
lef;s essenti~d vvork j·un~isiH:d by the Odici.~d Side) and J1aci 
received on request i'ul'ther iniunr.atJdn in rc . ....,lh:ct ot o~hcrs. 
A small number was kit fot· discuss1un in the Sctb-Com­
mittee. The Ofliei:d Side said that a k:tcr w:ts in p;cpara·· 
tion to give the Stall Side simii:lr in{onnatiun re.":trdill!~ 
the suggestions put fonvanl by lhe St;tif Sick. 

(C) Kennet ('onunitit'e 1\eport. In n·pi_y tu ~;t:tfl' Sid,• 
inquiry, the Ollicial Sidt• :;~id that the l\Tinist:-y uf Labuur 
l!ad selected avpruxim;,tely sixty officials fur inte1 vk\'>' ru.· 
technical commbsion.s in tile• Fun:es Ol' technical jub·c in 
Civil De};l3Ttine:nts, (.~nd they -.ver·e <.ti.Jle to assu1·t..~ the SL1f-r 
Side that the individualc selectt>d would nut lose finanewlly. 
So far a,; the Jnan-p•Jwer position w<ts concu·lled, the Official 
Side repeated liH.' a,,,,CJJ·dnce given at the last Cc,unr:Jl mc·d­
ing that men releasc·d LJr this purpo.':L' woulcl be• rcgarckd 
~s a t~llargc~ agu~nst the J"J::p~JrtuJt·nt'~; tuLtl li~tbiliiy. 

'rhe Sta~t' ~~idc~ i..'\:pre~;.;t'd ~tpprcc..:i~ltit~n or the ()J1icial 
Side's ,;tatemcnt. 

(d) Re!Pas<· ()f Vfmne11.- -TilL' Oi!ici:d Side stated th:d 
there had bet~ll :.l l'L·\V n:on.~ V()lur·;tl·(;T:-,, ;uHl th~J.t in~.;U-dctuHl~ 
had already been iS>:ucd n•ganling the H12U--21 group. 

PROI'OSED Al\'IALGAJVL'l..'HON OF l'ORTSl\'IOUTH AND 
SOUTHAMPTON t;OU,EC'l'lO:'\S. 

The Of11cial Side said thal since n1e last dic;cussion 
changt.s at Southampton h:,d absoi·bed the staff on :1 :ll­
hour week. If, however. tile two Collections were kH 
separate additional sta!l' might be n'quired at South:1m~'ton. 
and that could be avoided by amalgamation. They had 
come to the conclusion th}lt 1i1c· arnalg:ln!'ttion must proc.:ed. 

The Staff Side referred to their previously expresse-d 
opinion that the pre;;cnt li,rne was not appropriate 1or 
adjustment·or Collections, citl:..cr in genera! or in particular, 
pointing out that in some Collections ;1 cljustmenL opposite 
to amalgc<m~ttiun <1ppe:tred to be justified. In thL' present 
case, Uwy CL'CJid not agree tu the amalgamation. :lllcl tlw 
Council n:corded disagl'(•enicnL on the itenl. 
l'RONiOTWN ;'. ND TRA.NfU<'ER QUESTIONS. 

(a) The first item under this he:Jd concenwd the St:1 tl 
Side pmpo:c:tls cun~ring t::c Etl'ect on Promotion of Jte­
{·mphlyiml'nt or n,~rerment of Retirement, and tlw Staff Side 
inquited wi1:1 t effect the issue of E.O.C. 5ti'.i/42 h:.d had 
upon the Ofiici:ll Side's consideration of the pos>·ibility of 
dispensing with the service~ of officials now rr>-employed 
or otherwise ;·ebined after ilw normal retirement period. 
The Official Side> ~'c:id that tllE'Y ;;nderstood the circular in 
question to lc:tvP di~:crdion trr rieacls of Dep:trlmf'nts :1s 
tu tllt• rder,jir,]J uc o11tl'•·wise uf stall over GO. The Sbl1 

:>irk -.v;" "W<tl e of the difikulties of the Uep:u·tmcnL, a 
.tc~cge lXpal'lment, but not cxvandmg. The UJ!icial :Side 
ll~Hi reached tlw conclusion tbat the ilme had cumlc, in tile 
gL'llC! ai 1ntcrest uf the Departn1ent, to disven::·,e with tJH .. ' 
;,;r_·rvlce;:, o[ s0n1e of the senior tnc:!nbet·~; u{ tlH:' Dcp<.trtn1c•nt .. 
L'.,t..;., ~ut ne oiilcial~.., who h~td been J'l'l i reel dnd ll·-elnlJlt\YCtL 
u1 oinci~tl;-; vvllu n1igilt be rt..~t.in·d undl'c s1~ntdiJJ~~ ~..;uJ..~L·! 

;!11/lU:dion rules. 
The Stulr Side c-.:tid th:1t this appt:cl1'dl to )J,, a dt'd,,tic 

:nt•tilud of 1 e~.;torillg a tiO\V of prurnutiull, alld it h:ld nu 
Hclatio" to thcir own propo;;aJ.s for relt::tsc of sbil, altec 
Jn'Olnotion, 'uJ other· Departn1ents il' 1 t:·ciHihLHL'Y existed Jn 
tlte 1;1 a de tu which they had been Pl'ud•ul<:d. 'fhe r;llsition 
uf ti1c lll(·JJ vvhuse services \VCl'e to be Ji:..;p(·tLsed \vi.Lll 
\\uuld be o11e of difficulty, and the Sbfl Sicw could nut 
'iew with C'quardmity their di,persal :;!together from tlw 
Pltulie Service. 

The Oti'tcial Side :;aid that thP E.O.C. wa:,: designed pri, 
llldl i!y to lrlt'et problc-n1s arising in DepartJnen.Jl;.; wltJC~I 

w"te 'll'Hli•l!': ::dditiurul sbfL F'o,· tlw re.:tsons they hCJd 
p1 c·\ iously indieated, they reganled U1,. ;.chc-,rte pruptlst>d 
by tltt> ~t~~ ff Side as in1pr:H:ticable, aud ill thP intere;.;ts ut 
t11e DqJ:trtmt·nt as " whole they felt obli,~c·d to t:1lze ti.e 
pl'L\sent ~tcp. lt vvas possjble that son1e c,[ the rnen 1·elc0:.-,(ld 
might ti11d work in other· Departments, aud if the men con­
t'dlleu wisl,etl it the Official Side would bring their· wishes 
tu "che attention of the Treasury, though it ,:hould not be 
tcXpH:tul lh:rt they would be able to bP employeu on tile 
:-anH· terms as before. Although the Official Side Jid not 
propo:-;e lo di~pense with the servict•s of J.nyone lJefore thL~ 
d~tL· of illc next rneeting, it V./as proposed tu i~:·ale n~'tices 
tu :A)Jne ut the staff concerned. 

The item w:ts then readjourned at the request r,f t11e Staff 
Sicle. 

(b) 'v'~:L,,;:ies in the Waterguard.--Thc Oflicial Side said 
that th<c '''-' redunclancy of Chief Preventive Officers not 
, c:q uired :tt their present purls w:rs tivc. The dispos:tl ol 
LlJe;.,,• men within their own ports was a Jifflndt pt·oblertl, 
sint:t' whc'n: the Customs work had declined Uw work uJ' 
t lie purl ~IS ~~ \V holE', e.g., in1rnigratjon ·work, llad :dsd 
ckelcnPd. So far a,, rc•moval of men w;,s concc•rnccl, tll<e 
u:-.ttdl ~~ervjcr· prPcedurt~ vvould operate, i.e.) in the alJ~ence 
"f vuitmt.,•c;rs tl1e junior man would be nominated for· re­
movul, and equitable treatment would be :tffonlPd as 
bt-'tw(-'C'n the w:ople in any one port. The Official Side said 
th::t uppo1·tunity for discussion of the maUer infm·maliy 
wc,uld be given, ;,nd the Council readjourned the itt>m at 
the' request of the Stdff Side. 

(Cl lJpgralling ol Temporary CIPrks, Grath• HI,, ·Tht' 
St:,fl' Side said lilCV h:;d J"CCC'ived tlw omci:li ;·;i(k's c:Llk' 
tnent pronlL';ed :ti 'the l~1st Council .1ncctin.~~·. :t~ld ~tt 1Ja i:· 
req ucst the iten1 \V~t s rea<ijourned. 

(d) I'romotion to the Surveyor Grade.- Under "Other 
Business., tile Chairman made the following statement:··--

.. A general announcemPnt has recently been made to H1e 
Service about the Surveyors' Examination to be ;·1eld in 
l n4:~l as an t'xperjlnental ~easure. You h·1ve been jnfor.n1ed 
:1 t tl1e nutdclOr Service Sectional Committee :md in dis­
cussion uf the general lines on which we propose to proceed. 
The questions set at •the written qualifying examination will 
be on the• same lines as those set in recent examinations, 
i]Je intc'nlion being to allow an Officer of reasonably good 
expericnc:e to qualify as a result of the experience he rn:' 
r~:tined of the work of the Department without requiring 
:m intensive course of Departmental Regulations outside 
that experience. The marking of the p:.pers will be on 
p;eneral lines. th:d. is to say. the candidatc>s' perfonnance will 
be judged as ;: w!Jole. and they will be grouped into <1 few 
groups, such as A+. A, A--, ; B+. orB, B-. A list of the 
qualifying C';1ttdid:1tr:s marked on these J ines will b,; 
pub! illilect 

··The il,ter-vicwr; will take place as soon as practicable 
after the written qualifying examin:ttion. We propose to 
inten-iew Officers of at least fifteen years' service, and, 
iJ' ocelected. th<:'y will be promoted in order of seniority as 
vacm1cies arise: I must add, however, that it is our firm 
conviction that it is essential, in the interests of the effl­
rienr-y of the Department. to introduce into the Surveyor 
Crack, :tnd ultimately into the Controlling Grade, an admix-
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i urc or VOU!lf4\:l' OHlccr:~. To (tcJUe\'C tiJ:J,t \VC intclld, il' \VC~ 
!lncl :--o11;e ut tht..:< junior Ollicers or tll:_~ ;1 

:;cr\·ice ha\-·c do:~c \Vel I it~ the'-'> 
c>:00l!naUu~1, tu ~!H' lllll'l"\'iC\',c <;.1 the :-:~,t_J-lL' tliJJ,' 

<k- the oiht.'_'!_ Vlt' :-hotLI_d abo obL1in .--lJt.'ci:_!l r~_·pud~. uu 
()illcer::;. If the int<.:rvte\V ~tud U1c rcpnt':.:-

1Lcil' quali:ic.:ttion a,c., ~ugge~<ted the \Vritten t:xarnill~ltiO:l, 
\Ve ~o p;·r;nioi"--: 1 hent t: • Surveyor C~r~1Uc. 

cdndidutcs on loa;,l or ;:.;L~l·ving \vitl-! tile I~ !H el-' 
con:--.idei t·ct on tbc U<-L~.L" 1.11 ~:pcci<.Ji n·ptH l.< 

1ol' f'r0111 ;t \Vritlt'il CX;:Jr!li;"l~ttidll." 

Tht> SL1tT ~~tdt> :--ilid lhe\· cnuid only tlii;') ~;t;t!.\~HH'!ll. 
< e ,·I 'ummon ;,Pniority · li~l for Higlt.-r CleritaJ Oili<'er~ in 

li<:.HjiJUartet·h Othf•t.•s.- Ti1i:--: HctJ:l \V,J.< rc-acljtJ.!r':h:d ut 
n.•qm•,;L ol the St<;tl Sidl'. 

t':;E ()~<' C.\J~S 0:'\ OFFt('L\L tH.iSII'U'i:~ 0:» .'•:\'U H HI{ 
1st JULY, 191:!. 

ln reply Lo Sta:r .Side . the ()f!icial Stdc :<d~ 1 t!t{·~· 
\V(:rc un~;b](• at pn:~.cnt an~· dc!initc ~t.-l.lV 1 llent 

lu \.!a: )J(•;.·itrun n!' :tuLhO!'i::,ed C<.lr users ln the J)ep:trtnH.'nt 
lotlnwi~.~~ the ir:~pn~ition cd' tlrc cut in tl;c u;~~_;c r;;tiuuin~·.· 

Both the Trcel:~u:·y r>llc! the' !'vtmlc'UI!I Bo;,r•i 
that trll\'l··Jlins b.v n:ctn:·-c:,!· \\';,:. a tn:ltt'"Ti<d 

factor ~!fleetinG; 1n the Dt:·p~n·ltnenLd 
tiun, ;tnd the the nt:tth:.r llrt.::,:·nt 
~.nrl c:an:fu\ attenlt;HL tru-.,ivd tl1;jt 
:..:te!~;: \\'OUid be trtki_)n to (J\:Oici tht• {lt rruill 

11~e in the servj_ct: of tht· l)L"'Partrncnt. 

:-.l·;IZlita, UEW,\RUS. 
(_':,unci· cun~idtTt:d ~~ dJ_,,;,:_£\-,~e:lH."\1 ~"L'(IChtd n1 tiJe 

\V ;1 tt:n.;u 11 (1 Scc1 iontd Cup !l t<i Lt(;c on a ~-1t,_t !l' ;_-)i,Jt; fJ: oJJ'*~:j t 
to con~ider<ttion of OHJeia! Side p1 uv•>.~;d~:- tu ;-,trd>i 

rat:-.: of 1'e\'varc:L..: on setzurc;-.; ul b1b<tcco 
t.;ood:.; aud ~piritsj tl:c- voslttoq :---:ubjccl t11 tT\- ic\V ;_~t tlu• 
end of the war. 

Tlil' Statr SidP :'1<tt(•d that within their cxpc:;·ivtiCc' ii!h Wi>" 
Jn \-Vhicl1 H disngrecnH:nt l<~td t_wc-n rc._tCl't'd 

for a.n adjourn11H.:nt. T!Jc,v knc'.V 
the past in eonncction '.Yitlt ()flici.ll 

Side proposal:< for acl.iourmuent. but the prc·>.Nlt Ol'<:cu·'·('>:ec· 
\\'~t~ not reasonub1c ln vicvv of ll11.: brevitv tlf noi :c(' ln the 
::;t:1f1 Side or tile Com~nitt<,c:. The Oftic,i;;l :;"Jc, pr,poql 
in the reit'!'L't!Cl' to the \Vatcrguard Sectional ConHnltt<"e 
betokened u reductwn in the remuneration n•ceipl' o! the· 
\V .. ,dt'Lt~uard l_)t'l':-•Jnnct :1nd re\vard,~ hr1.d p'···~·\ tl\u~-1:; 
aecept.cd ;u: of tlu.: rernuneration of U1;tl lkT:-d_HltH·L ln 
\'i('\V of the intere·_-:t invoh·C'd in_ the prupu~;d. tlH.: 

l!l:--istc11C•.!- ''!i (:'111 .lrntncd1ate decbion did Jtnt <lPPCd!' tu L;_· 
r~d r treatn1cnt. TI lC rewnrrl. eH lcutu Uun ttd l1 ·\vcd u11 

di-.t._:u:;:.:iu:1~ in Hr:\fi, it \V:1~: ngreF.~d that rew;trd·; ~:huuJd 
Lw ba:-:cd ill rcl;djon to duty. but ~~ di~<I:...!'TL'Iflcl:i \\-a:-: 
!l'<.'OHif'd a,; !n the factor or Tl((• St«!1' t-)jck 
L'tHl:oic!("'t~'d d;piJ· ofTcr of 40(--:. ~uod:;) w;1':\ 
<1 rt·_;l·:pn:lbl(' CfJrnpnllui.~·c 

pt·b:l.tc ~but 4(h \Va~ .~lH_J.t:e rt•:k-CJtt~lbk u~~~n the ;)ii:< 

cai.u! in the Oflicial Slcle':' 
Tht' OHicial :..;idc :;aiel til;1t n·~;,rd,·d llw ,j[u;<(i'"' 

\Vhic_h had di_:\·elopcd <~~: H':·tnu~- ~udl 
r~ tif' th.: Watergu~1rd ~·.ervice ;p1fl tbc 

\Vf're not rai~ing- at thi~ a que:·,~ion 
or JT\V<It'd:5. The fHct that to b\: fr1ccd 

the 11tltllbC'l' or ;;eizun·:-. uf tolxtcco h:lrl doubled ;dtd tll•_' 
arnnunt of till' rc\v:trds thercnn h~td been IL 
Ct>ttld nnl bp n~;IinL<i!wd tl1;1t the ditllculty o!' worL 
h;:.1d been doubled. Tl1t· l'C\Vdrd w,;t;.; Produein,Q 1 t1e~(' 
r-t_;:..:ult;.; becau~c: tile basis of \VH~ attached tn 
i!hUrcs of ciuJ-.v \Vhich \VC'l'(' lJeing incrcaserl for reason~ thd 1 
l1ad nothin.c· to dt• with the que~tion of the work ili\'•<!n:•' 
in the l'E'\/f'nuc:. C~1·iticis1n on the.~e grPllnd · 

rliflicult ~o ans\ver. 
true that the fonrnd notice of the p!·eci:-,c.• ternl> 

lmd been ,,horl. but its had bt.·c11 
to the Committee's Stall' two month· 

iJefo)'(; the Sc•ct ional Committee had been called. Tl•l' 
Oflicial Side snid that, strictly the adjustment 
should have· bec:n C'nlculatcd •'m le>st pre-war BudgL•t 
J ates ol' du1y. but ns the sv>tem had bf'en :lilnwec! to ru• 1 
!'or ;-;OJHC: tiH1l' tfH:V VJ('t'l' C't;ntl'll~ 'tt) b.:t:-.(· it on ;1 ~t<!bilJ:·;. 
t ion of :Jt;.,_ per lb,· Becaw'e of the reason:; of policy in the 

Uw Ollici:!l Side arc not JJl'cpan:d to depart from 

the in!'oruJtd !tat.~Jt'C (•I Lilc early 
cu.tli'1"micatlon o[ ill(' of t!Jc )Ji'<JjJ•J:< had pn-
clu(lcd the nccc-:)sa(y c~n:td;Jtinn, dHd rcft:lTt:d 
(1;'.::ditl to the an.:.tu1t(~nt o.u:h·;tqccd ;. t the: ._on (\;url-

a !'orrncr Statr Sicte clai'n tor V{atc:·guard 
l-f:·;td .. ::_c;; that the or \Vd-~ re~~u dcd 
t~! t~JC erno!un1enls cerl~tin n1c;nbc:·:_~ t!Jci,-:L: 

-l l\c 1·er!uction tn inco1r:c rcsultin.~~ .f·r~qn the .1:c\V 
and the (h:cisinn ol Uw Oflh.:ic>i S•d•· 

ciisappuintrnr..:u~ and C'~-(:n ~·e:-.UH!ill'!lt it~ 
Sc.:_·vice. 

Tia' Ct~ur1eil cordit·rned th.: alJovc, 
<dHi r~:un d0d di..:.:t.~;n._'CJncnt on th!~ ()fC(ct~d 

incd ln tile referenee to the ~::.:ectlun;t~ 
In rt·ply io inqu~r.v. th•· ( Jtlici<_d Siric th~ll the n~'\V 

_, :-lh~-" nn'nLioncd .in t11e \Vtlujd 

ol. r•3\Vn!·d:--. tilt :;c-JztH'C." 
('i'J'Ldn 1ninur puint~ :--ti!J tlw 
C•nnnutlce. 

\JISCELLi\i\EOlJS. 
Local stcdl!n~~ :i!l(l u;t!1 <1.'.2.({'\'!Pc:~~.; ft't'l'l l~ri:..·.l 1 1on, 

~~;!·i,,-u~b.\ ;liHi Nt,r\VtCII ('(_);i~._·ctH!Ji:·; \\'1'! ~lltL' local 
dcci::iol! \V;~:< ~'~~·garded uitr:-l vjn_·"·· one \'.<1s n. .. ·r"''r;·ed b;_tck 
for tr(';;tn;~._'JJL O!l ~l tcJnporilr_v b;I:<L-, :1t1d tv/(1 ~~thcr.·: \Vcrc 

rront HH: ()fficc1· (;r;tcic Cntluuiltee were 
~l pprOYC'(l CP\Tl'ill;.'; nl CE;rL: in t t·;,n·t:.] 1 ill;~ C.' .peu:;l·s 

!'or ;Jbnorntal ;iro:-d~t;:, L·otn t:1c \\ar- ~1nd :t tirnc 
-i.drlitioP. jn l!t:i1:·: St~Jl!O!l;,, ui' on,_:-,-;i: ... !h in 11eu ul onc­
,cvPnth rot• ~lttC1ld~lnces llt:CC~-..::a!'il,V :-;i\-"cit Lt_d\-\'Ct'tl g lJ.ilL 
:tnd fi ;un. 

The i:..::--uc tt:·; il ,n:lc<J:~Iln· nf ;<.~ti\:tv t_;!' \VIrtHh'n ;.:11!•20 c_lr'.~;,, 
tu C{·rtdin LctlHH:ll ~>t'l'\'it'L' r:.tin.·~·' \vti::-. <tL--;n dpr;r:~\--c·d. 

Tile C~!U!tc..:il dcc!dt.'l_l to )Hdd if., n·· ·,t !,:ct·Ust~: un \Vcdnc~;­
,I;I,Y, ::7tll M<tv, Ul12. 

Ci"''\j St:JT;u:h rt• i:n ik·d j(, c~~';'-ldi.·,· 
t::e rlbov<:~n~HTI':"'ri Hospital.--; Sclwn~•·. o..h:dt 
·._:( ~; autlli~rl.-~-'f'd 

. (-led LP i lit> 
1 ion~ !'ron1 pay. 

Thi.: S··hc111c , 

C~ccr:ln 
11 ):11 )ita l 1-, •!J l-1 i; 1 1 1 t i; ~t 1 :~ 

ol' 

crdi•·1· ·,_l\fi1tl'V ~1nd 
~~t=-l't.:J_.2<'d !Jy :1 !'t'l'lT.-,c'nt;di\'P-; 
~·~· ·;fv• NaUnnc: St 11'f ;~·,___, :H.l the Hritj:;h 
llu,-:pit.ds ('nnL ."')cL!cnH ThP 
t~f IH• iC\\"\_T l_i1;ll1 EJIJ 1:---:pital C•,n:-~-ibtoto:'y :)(_1\t·:nc•o;. :;ituatcd 
i<I ;.d 1dl·i,-,t c\·~·:·,: Irtl'_UJ' tn\\'n throuu:!;uul U1c cr>unlt',\', \vith at1 

I :ncot1W <"d' L;J,OHOJ)OI) and(~_ or 10 tnilhon 
i'!J'ltr;i-HJtftr:~, Di'f' ;;t the(: 

the Civil <l''d Cn·.-ermnent J<;m­
.-;chP?n-:_: pruvick:~ c:nnplctc frecdon1 frorn 

n[' the C(lllt:-~!Jutnr.-,· iiP<:.\JH'c:d f'il'CLP11stanccs 
entire· J -·'c-eriorn ft~Oln otl ~)dJtii:-><on to 

\'ulunla;·y lk.-;pit:d. Tli<.' . ., ';,; i!<'.'ll :Jd 
\\'t't:'IC ilcconlln:r t11 tll" !n',~;1 1 l i t)}i;, entitle Ut(_~ 

, hi:. wife and d\'t:vnden1 t:!,:ldrl'!l to free SCI'\"icc 
v "l•:nt;;ry Hospitc>l. 

h this Seht'!•:e in OperaUnu .:Ii your l'l;H'<' of l~lll!Jloymcni';' 
U ,,ot, ~·ou <Ire corcl!iliJy liWJ\<'d !, co:•mnt'I:c:.li.e with tbe 
l[nn. Sl'CrctCJ''.Y:--

SYDNEY LAMB. M !3.E. 
Bt·iL·---h lTo"pi\:t!~ (:t~::t:·ib!dqr:.,: ~;cla·1nc.--.:. .A~:--:11,, 

14-~Z. ErlPH!nrl Strc0!, BirrnlnJ.;;hurn. :-; 

-----~ 

BE TALL~R 1 CLIENTS ~AIN ~.vo-w 
& • f tn 6 tnc:Oes lh "''"' 

No ApPliances -- No Dru$!s - - 1Vo ])ictin;' ;iEiGHT IS 
ROSS SYSTEM NfVF.R fllllS F·.··· !''. ".'·. ( \ ,,,,, .. ,,· G't 33 . 

lJl'I;-Jdst·d.:-,tarnp '· tn 

D. MALCOLM ROSS Mll/~~~e~£~~;;t~~:·wc.1 4 
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THE CUSTOMS FUND 
A:SNUAL GENERAL MEETlNG. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Subscriber;; to the 
Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund, Tncorpm·atcd. wet.' 
held at City Gate House, Fim;bury Squ:,re. on Tlnn·;.;day, 
April 23rd, at 5 p.m. Mr. W. llcnderson, O.B.r;., thl• 
President, was in the chair 

Gentlemen,-·1 have to present to you Uti'' evening, "" 
behalf of the Directors, the !26th Annual Ba~:mcc• Sh''(•t 
and Statement of Account~ of the Customs Fund, 

They show, I in all the circumstances. a very 
satisfactory state of For reasons which I will ex-
plain in due course, we have had to Ollrsd\'es the 
pleasure or declaring a borus to 
remember that I have found it 
of warning on this subject at each oi the two of th,:;.;e 
Annual Meetings and to point out that the investment or 
most of our surplus funds in :1 pc1· cent. Govermne,lt Stoel;, 
combined wit"J the temporary loss of income from free!1oid 
ground rents, and, on top of both, :m nb:wrmally high lev(•) 
of taxation, must neces~ari!y have :en adverse effect rm 
distributable 

This 
rate 8d. per cent. gross and £:l 1 o,. 7d. 
after deduction of tax. The Fund's valuation rate, that is 
the rate of interest which the .Actuarv asomnes when he 
calculates, in the light of our probable rate of e<Jming. 
over a long future, the amount which must be retained to 
provide ro:' liabilities in of elairn~ uncb:·r Jn~";.F;_Jnc~·;-.;1 
has stood at :1 cent. many years. The dilrerence 
between this and the net rate of interest actuallv 
earned furnishes. to a large extent, the profit which, " 
normal conditions, is available for distribution by 
bonuses. Absolute ~ecuritv for the fulfilment o!' ,.;11 ob: 
tions must naturally be ~ur first c<•nsideration, and mu~t 
take precedence over any question of >uch a distribution. 
T'his is axion1atic, :uld in urdl'r io rnaintain :-;uch seeuritv 
it was decided, in consultation with the Actuary. that th~, 
Valuation Rate mw:t be reduced to cent. for thrl 
current valuation. It will be clear, I to all of you 

·that the combined result of lower gross yield,. due to 
investment in :l per cent. stock and increased taxation, made 
this the wise course-indeed, the only possible com·se- to 
pm·we. It has had the effect of absorbing 
.£30,000 which otherwise would h:we been 
tribution under more normal conditions. Before I le:l\'C 
this important subject I should like to point oul th:tt, by 
reducing the valuation rate to 2~ per cent., we hope to pr~­
serve a substantial part of the nmrgin which has previowdy 
existed between the actual net yield and the vulua'cion r:tt'" 
and therefore provide :1 source of future bonus :tw;,•·d,;, 

Turning to the A::osurance Fund Accounts, vo11 will notice 
ihat we have brought into the Fund .£3,000 f~om Subsidiary 
Businesses, making a total from this souret• of .\.:9.000 ft;r 
the triennium. In \'iew of war conditions and the J-:igh 
rate of income tax, this must be regarried as a very ,;atis-
factory return from the subsidiary businesses. ' 

The Life Losses during the year ::cco•"mted for .Cl4,.567-­
about £3.000 lower than last year. anct, despite tile war. 
quite a normal figure. 

The Expenses o.f Management include, in the incidental 
tJJC extra costs due to maintainin.g ::t 
:tnd :;ecurities and a part of the Fund 

You will notice in the Assurance Fund Account an item 
of £20,000 carried to the Reserve Fund in the Balance 
Sheet and then written off the Securitle,-. This amount 
ha>, in fact. been written ofT the Freehold Ground Rents 
which previously stood at £110.237. 

As I mentioned last year, a considernblc p:trt of the 
Fund's holding of grounct rent>; has sUfTE'red damag,, to an 
extent _wh1ch renders that part of the assets non~revenuc­
producmg; and I am afraid we must conclude that there 
Is every prospect of this state of affairs continuing for 
some years-at least until rebuilding can commence. The 
leases have been disclaimed by the tenants. :1nd the Fund 
~o~ owns vac~nt non-productive land. There is every 
1 ea,?n to belle\ e that eventually this asset will recover its 
ongmal asset value. But, until such times come, your 

Director;; deemed it prudent to write down the capital value 
by ;[20.000. 

The onlv other item in the Assurance Fund Account 
wh;ch ;;eet1ls to call for special mention is the contribution 
unclcr the War Dama~Ze Act. amounting to .ll,!i42. This is, 
of cout·se, an insurance premium covering our interest in 
.t;round rents and the mortg!.lged properties, which stand·, 
at approximately £8!iU,OOO·-not an unreason;;ble rate of 
insurance, but at the same time, of course, an added expense. 

The Trust Funds, you will notice, have increased by 
.Ll4,001l, and now stand at £175,282. Thes<' Funds represent. 
as you are ~:w:uT, the pl·oceeds of Fund insurances, and 
provide an income for the clependants of deceased sub­
scribers who choose this form of investment. The rate of 
interest paid at present is 4 per cent., and in view o!' the 
satisfactory gross interest yield on the general funds for 
last year. your Directors are pleased to be able to announce 
thut this rate of interest will be continued during the 
current year. 

I think I have already covered most or the important 
points arising on or out of the Balance Sheet. The total 
assets. vou will sec, are now £1,071/,84, an increase of 
!.:lii,OUIJ · over last year, despite the writing down of the 
gmund rents. This is indicatiYe. I think, of the basic 
::o,mdness of the Fund and of its :oteady growth. The Stock 

Securities show an increase of £:)3,000 m·er last 
due entirely to the investment of all surplus 

money available during the year after providing fm· the 
:·educed requirements of sub~cribers for house-purchase 
advances, in :l per cent War Stock. The probable effect 
of this on our future income I have already referred tu in 
connection with the rerluction in the Valuation Rate. 

The Reserve Fund remains at the l]L(urc or C:lO,IIIiO, tu 
which it was increased last year. The Stock Exchange 
Securities stand at their cost price, whlch is, .in fact, some 
.C4.iiOO lower than middle market price on 5th January. 
1942. These reserves, together with the steps already 
taken by reducing the Valuation Rate and writing down 
the Ground Rents, have absorbed practically the whole of 
the profits, which would have constituted a surplus avail­
able for distribution had not war conditions rendered thcc·e 
stc>ps essentiaL To avoid undue hardship on insurances 
which become claims during the current year, however, they 
will be paid interim bonuses at one-half the cash allotment 
made in 1939- .. ·a generous bonus year. 

Gentlemen, concludes my survey of the Fund';; 
and the results of the past year's working-~ 

of the three years. They have been difficult 
war. There have been problc.ms; there 

been anxieties. A great deal of extra worl' haC' neces­
s:n·ily fallen on tte st:tff. I am glact to testify that it has 
in all caces been willingly met with the utmm't and 
efliciency. Your Directors have not escaped their share 
of the burden; it is not, perhaps. for me to s;>y in what 
fashion it has been borne. The decision not to increase out· 
liabilities by declaring bonus awards this year. which 
naturally we all regretted having to make, was arrived at 
only after long and anxious consultations. The deci-
>'ion was I am quite sure it was the right 
decision ·-in fact, in all the circumstance>. it was the 
mwYoida ble decision. 

I think on the whole survev I am entitled to . in 
cnnciu,oion. that the decision•: we have made. <> the 
measures we have taken ar<: such that we can all l';,cc the 
still unce•·tain future with sober confidence. 

Mr. Andrews said th~"t he was so.mewhat perturbed aboui 
the passing of the bonus ;md the writing down of thL' 
;.nound rents. and that he would also like to see more new 
sub>:cribers to the Fund. 

Dr. M~1ckie said that hb only criticism was that the b<>mr, 
nugltt to have been passf'd in 19/!9 as weil m: in 1!)42. He 
dis<tgreed entirely with :.VIr. Anclrcws. <tnd ,,aid that the 
reduction in the valuation rate and the writing ctown of 
the ground rents were two very sound steps. He had been 
a subscriber for over 50 years, and he was very well ~atis­
fied indeed with the balance sheet. and congratulated the 
Directors on it. 

l\'Ir. Calvert asked if he could be informed if other British 
Life omces had declared bonuses during the war period. 
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At the Pre~iclent',: inntation. ;y1r. Mauclling. Actuary to the 
Funrl. infnrmerl the meeting th;lt, with one or two excep­
tion,;, no ofiice h;1d declared a general bonu~ rli,;tribution. 
but were pHying interim bonu>es in the >'<Jtne manner ;1s 
the Fund. but at a rather lower rate. 

The President, in reply to the discussion, said th<Jt lw 
disagreed entirely with ;y1r. Andrews' gloomy view of the 
position of the Fund. On the contrary, the Fund's position 
was entirely sound. He corrected Mr. Andrew;.;' statement 
conc@rning the Freehold Gl'Ound Rents. and said that in 
every case where leases had been dbclaimed the Jescees 
were fully entitled to do so under the law, and the eflect 
of this was that the lt>ases so disclaimed were not now 
producing any revenue. 

The President then r0ferred to the nominations for the 
olfice of Auditor and Directors. Only one nomination 
having been received for the ollice of Auditor. he declared 
Frederick William Loveless duly appointed. 

Referring to the nominations for the Directorate, he 
pointed out there were six candidates for three vacancies, 
and although he was very reluctant indeed to suggest that 
any candidates should withdraw, he felt that he must point 
out that the necessity for a postal ballot in W<tr-time w;,~ 
something to be deprecated. He invited the canctidates <llld 
their supporters to con;.;ider this position. 

Mr. Chase said that he considered it was to the benellt 
of the Fund to have an inflow of new men on the 
Director•1te. 

Mr. Powell. speaking for Mr. Merron. said he considet·ed 
a Waterguard repr·esentative should be on the Board of the 
Fund. 

Mr. Williarns stated that he did not claim to represent 
nn;v particular section of the Department, but 1·ather sub­
,,~ribers as n whole. 

'I'he President then stated that ;.;ince no nominations had 
been withdrawn that a postal ballot would take place. The 
ballot-papers would be isHued on April 30th, and the poll 
would close at on Thur..;dHy, May 7th. 

A \'Otc of by Mr. lVI<>rlon to the President 
cone! uded the proeecd ings. 

CUSTOMS FUND 

Life Assurance 
£100 to £3,000 

to members of the 

Customs and Excise Service Only. 

Cost of an Insurance for £100 under Table B. 

Age 25 

" 30 

" 
35 

3i6 per month 

4/- " 
4/8 " 

" 
" 

Premiums are deducted from salary. 

1-ior Proposal Forms and Books of T abies 

apply to: 

F. T. G. HARRIS, Secretary, 
Customs Fund (Temporary Address) : Beeches, 

Royston, Herts. 

CUSTOMS & EXCISE ORPHANS', WIDOWS' 
AND WAR MEMORIAL FUND 

Tile• quarlerly meeting of t'1c Exenl~ivc: Committee took 
in the Conference Room, City Gate on Tu\'.,d,lv. 

7th of 1\.pril, the Chair being occupied .Mr. ,J. H. 
Ncwman, Vice-President. 

Minutes of the meeting were contirmed. tHld the 
Hon. Secretary's statement was adopted. 

Twelve lw\Z· members were elected. c:omprising thrc·c 
Ofticers and nine Clerical Officers. 

Applications were considered for renewal or grants. 
con1ino· ~·r(_Jn1 sixteen \YldO\\·s and one \\·ife Tl1c Cornrnl:ttx' 
voted-~ of £~0, five grants of £15. and ono grant 
of £10 widows. The wife was granted ,£20 <R.271. 
One application was refused. under present circumstances, 
and another case deterred for further in:ormation. As re­
gards new applications, four concerned cllilctrcn, and four 
\\ere from widows, on their own account. Grants were 
111ade n::. fo;Jo\vs:-· 

1 family with :l children -\AO l"''' ~;nnunL 
1 2 ., £:lO 
1 1 child .UO 
1 1 .£20 " 

Ono widow was voted £20. one widow :l:l~. Two appiic:• .. 
tions from widows were refused in present c'rcumstances. 

Half-yearly on \\·eiiarc of the• children reeeiving 
benefits were The vic,itm·s found that all the 
children were being wcll-c<Jred for and were receiving 
proper educathon. 

The draft of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts 
for the vear was examined and passed. 
for tJ;e ·printing and circulation of the 
and [or the time and of tile 1\.nnual 
The will be on Monday. lfJtil .June. at 4 o.m. 
in the Room, City Gate Hou;.;e, l•'insbury Squ~U('. 
E. C. 

Members loaned to other Departmenb han: be<en in:onm:d 
alreadY. th<H a;.; from 31st March. they must make their 
arrangements for transmitting their annual 
the Fund, o"·in.g to the Treasury decision. 
have received an invitation from the Hon. 
rnit their annual subscription for 1942 in one 
Hon. Treasurer. 17 Room, Custom House. E.C.3. 
save much labour and also expense in postage and paper. 
A Postal Order. Chequ0. or a Banker's Order may be n;;ed. 
In the latter alternative please note that the Fund's bankers 
arc The Midland Bank, Ltd., Eastcbeap I3r;mch, Lonclo:;. 
E.C.:l. 

"SOLD" 
The "Pclagic" w;;s coming home. 
It was twenty-five years since silc had J!nJW dow11 llw 

slips. tile pride of the Clydeside yard which lwd built Iter. 
Now her useful days were over and she wac; oil her w;,y 
bacl' up the Clyde for the last ti.'11C to tire bn:alzer's 

From her after-mast a pennant twenty-four Ion.'~ 
;.ctreamed out; at the foremast head ftnttcrcd the house-flag 
of a famous line, and right aft she prcuctly displayed the 
Red Em<ign. Thus in all her glory she passed up ri,·cr, 
seen by few, acclaimed by none; her only ;trectings were 
the cui·tseying of innumerable derricks along the line of 
docks. 

Three weeks later the first sale of fittinUc< was adver­
tbed. The main item was one hundred wardrobes from 
the first-class staterooms. They were good stuff, for the 
.. Pelagic" had been built in the days when the best (.>'f 
timber was available. Messrs. Shipscn1ppers. Ltd .• with a 
view to attracting buyers, set up one specimen wardrobe 
in the showroom. 

Enquiries came in thick and fast, and the sample ward­
robe was eagerly inspected. The buyer;.; were, without 
exception, astonished and delighted at the low figure :lske(L 
and tile lots were quickly disposed of to one hunclrc'l 
satisfied householders. 

Thev were satisfied. that is. until the wardrobes were 
eventually receh·ed in one hundred different home:;. Then 
incensed ·housewives discovered that the wardrobes of the 
" Pelagic," in common with those usually supplied to ship5, 
suffered a grave defect in the home. 

'I'o be a perfect piece of domestic furniture they lacl,ed 
only one thing-a back. GEORGE R. STOCKS. 
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The Lads o' London 
lE Ia,t nwnth's "Jourmli" I had the •U't>a:·u c•f con· 

·his proJnot.ion our ini.rnitctblc coHcague ·aiJd 
Alec. Gen·ie, RA.F., and 1:ow \VOrd ha~ 

that he nussing·. 'The ~-:e\vs c.:atne as a pr{)-
shock to me and all of frie:lds in the 

ment. He .participated in the 
in the latter part of April and to retu1·n. 
;;;aid thnt there be CJ po~sibility of a fon.:L·d landin,.... 
Alec. i~ ui!ot and been hc•mbers for some months 

Our. go out to during this trying 
and we sincerely hope that and well. 

I hdl hoped to have given ;;ome good new,, 
who is ·in Burma, but a frorn his mother 
information that she has not •heard from him since 
15th of February last, and I would that <'lll of remember 
her in your thoughts. 1md Joe. loo, pm·iod of 
anxi.ou;~ waiti:ng. In bb last letter honH.: he J~t:at and 
otl1er problems that beset the white man out there, but it 
was good to note th'.1t his health wa.s souud. Tidirw:; o.f his 
safety are awaited. 

Max Dunstone has again 
violet ink and said he 
fact,'' he sa•id, "it 
these I've noticed 

prodded me with a spot of 
'W3Ui to the Navy. "In 
trotting about the ocean 

•we' a ther has been warm 
in bis letter said that ·Ben Battle had written 

in leaching disHbleci men he is now 
nevv careers sorneviherc in 
occupatlon, ~·lnd one .\vfdch c0mn1cnd.< 
we can visualise Ben hdping to instil into 

~n1 honourable 
to all of u:-~. 

the m i r1ds and 
Carry on tlle 

tell'.'1g me 
lives those poor ~rncn a nevv zc:.;L li·¥ir:r!,. 

work, Ben. Max concluded letter 
he .is a too! 

There is another r<1nks of the F'lect Air 
Arm in the person of Jim Shel'lock. Stationed Larne 
since he was sent from London on detached d;J1.v, lw " 
up" ·on 7th March bst. Perhaps he w'E contact J im 
who also at St. Vincent. 

Dick Jones called .into the King Gcorge Docl< oflke the 
other and •apparently the Army is fatte::1ing him up. 
You'll have to get the Board's t<dlor to run the 
you again ager the war, Dick. \"lhdt about 
and sending me a line? 'Tis hvays pleasa:Jt to 
letters 'fTom the chaps overseas, and an ainn:aph arrived 
from Jim !Dunn, in which he informed me tha-t h~· has been 
promoted to and :;aid that he now receives the 
"C.J.s" them on to another \Vater-· 
guard chappie I wonder .who the chap 
concerned! Will and let hi:-. colle'1gu-::s his home 

knnw. Jim foot'b~il! stiH down well even in 
part of the world--the Libycm DeH•rt. H'll'\'!1 Ni"wlvn 

has no\V gone overseas. and as a;:; llc lets n1c kno'iN or 
his whereabouts •it can be published. 

An Army officer ·colleague C"lled at the Sl:u."c l!ere on 
the 7th .i\1ay, :bnt un.fnrtuna\:cry I o•1t, and npPn 
n:turn he was nowhere to be found. fLs wife -w;;s 
him. and •apparently the Lieutenant wets due to embark for 
overseas ~~cr\;jce. If the \:ViJe or nthel' -relatives of the 
officet· ,co'lcerned reads these notes, will she or pleR:'(' 

·with me in Jack met 
up North and hac 
the Royal i\-Iarincc with or 

know n11 :rboul it. 
One has to for 
friend JHck: is a Coder, 
error. Even the "Super" rai,;ed the 
to whe:her had received sudden 

Poor old Harvey having a 
to teach farmers' hoys, 
dustman, etc .. ,;.tll ab(mt. 
and ndderi n lust canlt 

it was a :printer~;: 

query in Room 1l 
promotiorL 

time of it tryin~ 
ridel·, nnd a 

of seurchli,S?;llt '\Vork, 
Still much lteat· 

home in E,sc•x. ·he said there is talk of bhe men 
by memibers of the A.T.S. Perhaps he will have an easier 
<md far more pleasant time instructing these ladies. 
Elated at. the fact, too, of bein~ near trl his ho:ne if 
Pearce. who left Huddersfield in February last for some­
'Nhe!·e in the Home Counties. Frank Dowdell and Georw~ 
had a lengthy 'phone •conversation some short time ago, and 

·have arranged to mecl ;:oon. Now in the san'k Armv 
it wculd ttppcar thal they never met whils-t 

together in the Waterguard. Jack Bu>hell went to \Plymouth 
for a senior N.C.O.'s cout"c and is awaiting the tesult with 
some trepidation. During his stay there he vbiteci the 

s!L<iff, .-Jnd received , 
1 bad the of 

trooper 1:Jtcl:y. 
H.A.F. uniform. alth01.U(h s<Hnewhat sad 
ln:vinu: the old country. "Jack Tar'' John 
pre:osed a cksire to retain h:s hammock after the war. 

le has now been establislwd that Ken \Vatson met hi:; dcc•liJ 
in Ka!arnat.a in Greec~P cm the 17th 1\pl'il lML HI! did 
not the t::nd \VI.J.s ~J'N i fL 

Mr. A. Vigeon, P.O .. l1as o!Iered l1i:s 
house." IUs addre~·~s _. {, Pnrk _.l'-':..vc~nue, 
Kent. Forces note th:c; adrlrPsc'. 
are extended ML ·\n,v more 

"Rn ,. HlnV.c·. P lw;-; arriv;;:d front 
L.ondon. and 11.1r. Le; Hav. P.O .. ha:: rcturnr·d fnr 
dnn1c . .;;Uc rcasnns. Jn the rieiL•,bhourin;::: nz>rt o[ Hnncorn T¥ir 
"Baron" F'eld . .late nf London. <tncl ;1ow of' . 
~:rrived to fiil the place vaca,ted by Ho!!:cl' "\ViiiH;y nnd who 
kncnv:3. tbc d~rt team rnay get aQain \Viih Bi)Odlc. 
Co/('llf'. Holden, Howsrd and etc .. to ronn \ h;; t<'cmL 
-.vith the ·'Rerun., o:1cc again the John ~1coU. 

ll'hO on D.D. at Mcthil, has takc~n a wife. Best 
are (•xtended tn them. 

/\ wedding of \Vatcrguard look nlacc l'lst nwnth ;.-d. 
V1/okirH! bet\VC0 ~""t Lauric Fozard. A IJ.(}_ \cvhn a \Virclc;~-, 

on I-T.J:\lLS. Furicth. c::nTice. anfl 
of Harry Gc•tward, }\ .. P.O.. Viclqria !Dock. We 

tlwm all the best in 1 life. H.arrv i::. 
Should J !.,;·:;cc 

_Prcciou;; Y~'nH· ser_l(ennt llarr:,"·. 
'Nrnte L;tst \VPt::k and sa!ct that thETC' is plcnt,v 

Pi' \vnrk to do jn Lonrl:H1dc~rry. 
The lEforrna1jon hds b(::r;n n;;c<:ivcd \Vitb rc.~~rct of ihc• 

rct.irenwnt iil--hcallh ol' Bill Turnbull. W<· 
hope that his health will cn;lsirlentbly, cl!ld tiJl'lt "ncc 

1w will be able j"(, render lnv<-d U i:· 
c~ul he had rt·onl me 

.c::rand ::::chen1e 
Hoom 15. in "Towet· Hill 8tld 
ih;clf to those \Vho are in 
maUcr. Custom;: and Exc;~P 
should dirPcted tnwanis 

/\ Customs and Fxci:c•.; 
idc·al, :tnd if the DiTector.' of' th>e 

for ~ inve:'.l.DH'nl (o;· •:ome oi' 
d; .;p:I:c:d. they cnttld not do bctt;;r t hru1 " 

ru:'J·I" :~re !_ook­
funds at tlwi c 

thnu,cnnrr· 
b~ U1c· C~ustnrns :1r1rf E:·:ci~-::e 

c JUi[! " ground fnr 1l1e r•f' the 
tht\ rqo•lnb0t'S 0f tJt(' ;.i,:t('J' 'fflf' 
Hevr~rntl'. ;1l: Crfn.'P P~-~rk. itit.f'l'c;::t, could b~-~ 
c-;:c!J vcar. '-:rhct'H: ·,•/ori h t hinl.;, in.~:: ;~bnut. 

· Let's hear fro1n you '1:11cn. 
T'll the Li ;t.llb o' London :.:him: 

{h::t. 
Tnbtul 
npai'.l 

JL L 

LONDON OFFICERS SERVING IN 
H.M. FORCES 

w. n. 
C'>l<icl. ,\_ 0. 
HO{JL J. R. 
I(lppin. F. 
Pcm·ce. Vv. T. 
Pen P. G. 
Sh•.'l'lnclc .T. D ... 

~-.~nP11Vldod. F. "\\r. 
\Vd~ker L . . T. 
Withcy H A. F. 

Rank. 

PJ'!vate 
ObRerver 
Lieutenant 
L.icuten~nt 

o.s. 
Fcying Cadet 
Navn.J Airman 

Cadet 
'":c.:~ 
Oh:cerve·· 
A/C.:l 

Rra~1ch of Forces ju '.vhich 
Scrvina:, 

HQ .. 4th Indi:m CoruC'. 
Rovnl Air Forc0s. · 

Regiment 

Hoynl Navy (Fleet t\ir 1\rtn). 
Royal Air F\wce. 
!{OYE1I Air FnrCf.l. 
Royal Air Force 



" 
MAY. HH2. CUSTOMS JOURNAL 61 

Southatnpton Notes 
'vTanv letters this month. much good news and sonw sad 

f1('\V~. Tht' sad Lll'\\ .~ is iha1 D~tV.Y Yuudell is rcp<)rted Jni~;.;ing 
i11 111c F':t~' r:,-l:3l, ~tud t'(Jl!fJied ~Nith lhe lack or news uf Arnold 
J):llv!L~t~l it i::--: c::tu:-:Jld_;; cunceru and anxiety :1t this end. 11' 
tile' hopL·s and w L;h,. uf thvi1 Lll!P lmndr"d Sunthamptun cui 
lt_·:t·!.tk's :tl'l' grant~.-:>d. Uteu inJ(:Cd will :-;adness give \VJY tu 
gladness. · 

Suei1 ne\\-·s uf J)avy, Cdrning jrnn1edintely ~lfh~r 1he receipt 
nr l1i~. tlr.st overs.::us leHcT, ,~.,a~ a shock to us all. 1\l[ay these 
Jlag"t·:-..: h~t Vl' the upportunHy of giving you the rh~vvs · vve '-d l 
de,•. ire so keenly of both of the se gallant bds. 

Vie welT looking forward to reporting auuther small re­
L•.niun this month, bttt it muc;t be postponed. ac; Hon Gnot'D·­
f~_di{h, bu~y un Coastal Conunand operation~. hucl hi~~ Aprii 
t~·~t\'e cancellt·d. He is very \Vt._•1l, getttng :J.long in good t~ty!f'. 
:end ,,,ctll:h ,I'PU )1if: remembr:tnce. Othr-r H.A.F'. r~ews is our>·· 
r r f:ut Dudlty Heat. Gcorge c;, :;y and I ,e:; T\ventn11an. and it is 
Ji<·:;L c!OJ::s. Durlle:.r m;,y be h11rne by lite time this reaches the 
\V~-t-Lch"·hou:;t' (JI' Service Station. as he bas conlp!Pted his over 
'.Pcl.s training and. rJ!l heimt welJ. will have flown the Athntic 
i'rom \Nest to East. a Jilting climax to months o[ h:n'd cn­
rieavou,·. \Ve look forward to seeing; yGu, Dudley boy, com­
plete with stripes, very suun, and to hearing mme of the 
story so well pictured by your recent letter. 

Gemge Gray has commenced <training in the approved 
:·:tyle. and Lis unstinted admiration Jor t!Je RA.F. and its 
md'wds is obvious from his closing opinion, i.e .... this life is 
\Vizard.'' \Ve :-n·e glad to k.no\~l this. and vve reciprocate yotE 
good wishe~. George 

"Twenty" .''rtt for his '·wings" final towards the end of 
February, so we should have the result we anticipate in time 
tor the next issue. Meanwhile, all goes well with him (as we 
had a cable early in May), and after completing his com·sc 
with the "Hc:;vicf:." lw is now tacklim; the "Fighter" tvpcs. 
Good luck ... Twenty." · 

Tbe R.A.F. will probably be giving ,Jack Welsh a welcome 
:1c: I write this. IJccatbe we understand ·that Bill Martin has 
buoJ,ed a o,inglc ticl,el to Maryporl this week-end. MayiJe, vh· 
slwl! h,n,·,. cml !1rmatinn from .Jack for the next i"me. 

Other ForcPs news that of Alan Hol.Jbc:. proceeding over-
sens. and presurnabt,.r ::'v1ark F'Jynn (London); of Jde, still/\,]. 
and made more cheery by the receipt of mail after seven 
months' delay: of A '"~hur Cheney. recently in the company 
of ~hrrllTl.\' Agne .. v. and keeping very fit; and of Steve. !lO\V on 
:1 course in Uw Metropolis. and liking the life. Maybe I have 
ilcPn misiHfonlH'd previously as to the merits of Bl;Jomsburv' 

1\by Day provided a pJeasrlllt surprise by tht' arriv~ol ·in 
1VTanchcster or ,l;-1ck Lang:f~-n·d. but only for a few hours. I-1,~ 
had to appc:n' at the Joc;ll Police Court. and I mw;t say he 
~ave <l VCI,Y iucid displ~!Y in the "box." thereby evokim•· 
tribute from the Mr;gistralc\ who imposed D.V.D. 'upon fou;: 
offenders. .Jack seems to hc;ve hit the trail right enough ai 
Ilolyhead. and has also been able to get occ::tsir':lal Soccer 
)!ames there. 1 have cunveyed your congratulations to him 
and to Mrs. L,mgford. for they are now proud parents of ,, 
bonny daughter. 

The lads at home will be interested to hear of the well 
being of Tom Ford. at Briton Ferry. and of the exiles North 
and North Vvest. 

I-Iome ne\VS rerrtnins constant, ~ind recen1 air activitv ha~ 
caused no harm to those whom you know. Current topic~ 
;q·c: Fjre\vaLehing. C~ardening: and Detached Duty, althougl1 
the latter is nr:w a poor third. notice that! · 

\Ve nre rdad to hc"nr of our Launch Skipper. Joe Price. 
rt'lurning tn duty, enJecially as he br:mght the pruud news 
of the D.F.NL award tu one of his sons. 

l hope to get more home news direct for the June issuP. 
lh~nks to a spell of leave before the next stmset. 

There has been a swift reactiun to Home Guard enlistment 
in the North-Wec;t. and there will be no string left to pull 
soon! 

Tho,;e res.pom:ible for "C.J." despa,tch will be glad to know 
of the gr:1leful reeept;on aC'corded to the Journals. as men­
tioned in letter after lettel'. by our lads in the lT.S.A .. Middle 
East, South Africa, India. rmd un the high sens. A const:mt 
1 ink indeed. Keep it going. 

Cheerio, Forces! L B. 

Liverpool District Meeting 
I!cicJ ::1 tht.~ ClJnlrnun I-L1lL H:tckin~ Bey. on tLe 28th Aprjl, 

iD::.-. N!r. Hyl:md was in Uw cllclll', altd at Cl.l:i p.m. tilt' 
:;:irhtU_·~; uf the l<~;.;t \\ .. ·~>: t: t·t ... ad. 1\ilr. Cl~~yson pn,-
pv.;vd Utt_' :1dop1 itJ1·: rl!1~~<11r~:<, aud l\I1·. J)in~d~ill' 

eCOJHh_,d. 

lv:r. N~._•ilt, J)i,~trict St.:cretar:v1 lfli"<n·nH~d ~l!~..~ tnectir~g that 
the queslion uJ' the pa,\ tr.cnt uf over1Lme on a J1.,1onc!Jy lud 
!JC·eJ! :tdjountt'd un th,• Lt>t::ll .!otnl Cornmlttc•(•, !Jut ti1:1t tlw 
Cullectc.r had ~--';:-!;(: ti1:.1t any uniccr requiring hLs overtiine 
on <1 TtH-.;~day could l:~1\'e jt by tnaking the ncces.scti·y 
an:,ngcmPilL·: to h:J\·e \1;,; rwn:e placed on the Dale Street 
f'onn 20:·L 1\fter .':JO!ne dlscus~·iun un this pu1nt, Mr. Dinsdale 
\c·l'Conded by Me. W. C. Hur~he:;J proposed "that tt1e Coi­
lcc:tcr's o1Ie1· of p~t:yn1c-nt uf ovcrlitne vv1H:_,~·e required 011 
Tuesday, be accepted." 

lvir. R C. Hol.wl'is (,;econc)cd by Mr Dounelly) mo\~·d an 
:r.mendrne·t! "Th:tt \Vhithey n·prc'.''enUrlives be instructed to 
r-1·ess for geJif'l·,;.d pay1T1e11t of uvvrtinu2 011 Tuesday, :.-tnd 
tbat alJ i,pf;e~n·<JntL' ~~1H::'t:~.._,-.; und Forrn:~ :::o L be tl-ansmitted. to 
tile I.un(ling Stage by tile m\Kl'l' bLing the tidal sheets. 
and U1e whole be checked anc! ctrti:ied by the C.P.O. at the 
Stage or other C.P.O. d(c:;ignnted fOi' tire purpose." The 
amendment was cnrl'ied arni•J;;t many appraising remarko. 

The DisL,ic:t S(c(etary re:~d ~l letter frorn the Genera! 
Secreta1·y ini.O.iTnjn;.~ the ~~tafi of ~t pl'oposed 1·c:duction in 
Seizure r:.cwards. After son;e di:;cussion, it was agreed to 
~ldjuurn thi;--; itE,~n to ·· Othc1· business." 

Mr. Neiil then infom1ed the rnL·eting that the Waterguard 
Super;nt••ndent hoped •shortly to be :1ble to withdraw the 
~it-cul~lr concerning the afidi1itlnal cupy ol· ihe Invvarci Ctec_c­
ing Bill. 1\'h·. Clayson (seconded by Mr. Morrisscy) pro­
po;;ed "T!rat the matter be left in the hancb of thec, Staff 
representatives. nnd that if. an a~~sura.nce is ~~i\'t-'n that the 
circular will be witllcir;:wn. togcthcer with a date, the Stalt 
\Vill be sati~~fied.n The point was carried. 

Regarding the employment of Preventive Officers on 
patrol at the Landing Stage, Mr. Kemp opened the dis­
cus:;ion by saying tlwt such employment v!:<s absolutely 
srlperfluom·. as owing tu tlte change in the position of 
Assistant Pr,cventi·ve Officers being called up for military 
:;ervice, be considered that there were sufficient A.P.O.;, 
to perform patrol duty. A fair amount uf discussion took 
place. anc! it ~;oon bec;m·rc apparent that the main objection 
was the actual p;Jholling of the Landini' Stage. Ultimately 
l\ilr. Kemp (;;c:conded by Mr. W. T. Jones) proposed, "That 
the Preventive OJTicers JHl'W know·1 as Patrol Officers be 
c;dled Contr"l Olticers. and be relieved of patrolling at the> 
Landing St~t}~l·." 'T'!1c pcop(;~:<.d \V:1~; carried unanin1ously. 

Mr. Poll<lck fud.hcr propm:ed, .. That after 4 p.m. the 
now J,nown Patio! OfEccr be accomp::~nied by another 
(JfJiCl'l'." The puint was defeated. 

Hegar·ding Rumn·,a!;e duty niter G p.m., M1·. Neill explained 
that this item was placed on the agenda at the request of 
L1r. .Hi·nry, who w8s not present :1t this meeting;. The 
Secretary udded that the whole trouble was the difficulty 
of getting; the lnst conveyance home after completing the 
2; 10 p.m. wate:h. However, he llad hud an assurnnce from 
the Wnterguard Surveyor th:rt any officer could catch the 
lost conveyance home, and i.hat the whole question of 2!10 
p.m. w:<tche'< would be> hmnc in mind in the light of cir­
cumstances which may arise. It was agrePd to leave the 
whole matter in the hands of the District Secretary. 

Mr. Shaw then proposed .. That this meeting put forwa:r;d 
the proposal that War Bonus be put on the basis of family 
:1llowances." Mr. Porter seconded, and the motion was 
carried. It was further proposed that family allowances 
be pressed for irrespective of war-time conditions. The 
motion, proposed by Mr. W. J. Lee, seconded by Mr. Cowles, 
was carried. Mr. Shaw then proposed, " That in view of 
oftlci;,] action in recent disciplinary cases, the Staff Side 
take steps to see thcJt the procedure as laid down in the 
relevant p:rragraphs of GPneral Staff Rules be carried out, 
ancl tlwt alleged oftenrlers be cautioned." Seconded by Mr. 
Dinsdale. the motion was carried. 

Regarding the supply of matches for official use, the 
District Secretary stated that matches could be obtained by 
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<.T:•\ ing fur them in the w.u<Jl mannci·. The item concern­
iug the reduction oi ~ecretarief' honoraria wa:; adJourned 
at the request or Mr. Shaw. The item concerning the ser­
vkes of Wate1·guard personnel in the war efl'ort was rc­
;errcd to the Man-Power Sub-Committee. 

Unde1· \he of Other business, Mr. W. C. Hughes 
iv1r. proposed "That this meeting of 
Br:111eh of the Preventive Staff Association 

on record an energetic protest against the 
in the p:ty.'nent of seizure rewards in the 

Liverpool Collection. Further, the meeting instructs its 
rcpreseutat1ves to raise the matter on the Local Whitley 
Committee, inforrr:ing them of the terms of this resolution, 
c;nd requesting that immediate steps be taken to bring 
rewat·d payments up to date, as laid down in the standing 

also that instructions be issued to effectively 
<'l"lll'e p;tyments being kept up to date in future.·· 
The resolution was carried. 

iVlr. then rt•ad a circul<.~r .from Headquarters. 
stating it was proposed to hold the Annual Conference 

the first lwlf of the year. and that it was suggested 
should be no ballot for representatives, but that 

each di~trict should send a representative from each grade. 
Som.: discussion ensued on this point, and eventually Mr. 
i\'e;ll "Tnat a general ballot be held.'' Mr. Clay­

and the motion was carried. 
was by Mr. Clayson, seconded by 

and was thus stated: "That the present 
mode of payment of seizure rewurds be continued." The 
rnoLion wt~s carried. 

This brought the meeting to a clo>e at 7.30 p.m., with 
the usual \'Ok of thanks to ~he Chairm:m, Mr Hyland. 

__ -·-~~ E.G.JI. 

~~ Sunderland Calling " 
I kll o. Forcec:: 

:\ P\'.' i> no\\ to hand of anotht•r member of the silent 
:\;•\T Sl:tn G'li having reported t!t and we11, he is evidently 
i11 home· w:;tc·r·. w:1s when he w1·ote. As usual he writes 
" ;·hc-er.v kttcr, and is looking for\vard to .. Der Tag" when 
;ill quiet. Sd an;: \Ve, Stan. 

Tll(· .. Boy" dropped in on a surprbe \'bit. He is 
vuy fit well. still on the old job with the Rescue squad. 

of fun and excitement, though he reported 
at present. I had a very hour 

again. Eddie, you're ever nn>lr••Gmn 

.Jack Gaston, now P./Oflieer, is or was at home on leave, 
h;,dng returned frorn America " fully-fledged Fighter Pilot. 
w, :n·e still hoping for a visit. Jack, tllere's a Rovul Wel-
r·o•rw for ~·ou. Keep smiling and that tail up. • 

N"\::. or his pass.ing through a certain port on his way 
''"''1l' f.ent me haste from another old colleague. 

n!O\'e!C1ents letters ::1 ··e always welcome. Thanks, 
,James. I wonder if you can still drive ;:; steam roller, or was 
it a tram car'! 

Brii<n Horn paid a brie!' visit to the oflice, when I was 
rnissing. • I seem to lle always mil;sing when he calls. He 
lws had a brief spell in hospital, and was home on a spot of 
cid: \Ve hope you fully recovered by now, Brian. 
Don't keep Ui' so long for news this time. Keep smiling, lad. 

Charlie Scarfe paid us a visit. the last for some time to 
<ome, alas! He was on embarkation leave. Well. judging 
by the news, you will be getting that spot of action you 
'.\imted. Charles. He is very fit and well, and is of the 
opinion that the next flve years will be the worst. We all 
wish you a spc>edy and safe return. Charles, and "Good 
Scouting." 

l}ut· exil<'s have all reported this month. George Simmons 
is ,pttJpd at Ardrossan, having been joined by the better 
L<df ior a spell. He reports an interesting and varied 
''''"rtment of work. and that things are fairly quiet up there. 

The Bos'un also has fallen on his feet. He was met on 
arrival by Jimmy Agnew, who soon had him fixed up with 
dh;;s. 

Bill Sutton reports all O.K. Having settled down to life 
at Longhope. the job being varied and interesting. Travel­
ling is tht> bug bear, and from all accounts travelling is 
tough. Another peculiar thing is, he is stationed at Port 
A. lives at Port B, and then works at Port C. Nope, it isn't 
a Chinese Puzzle. 

l"rank Wilkin,;on hac: ret.in•d from the Service after 

having completed some 22 years with the Launch Servic~. 
and >ome !)0 yean;' sen·ice in the ~a'>'Y and L;.uncll ;,ennce::. 
He is hale and hearty and loth to go. I hear there b to 
be a presentation to him. 

In spite of all jetTy says and claims, Forces, our llag still 
flies high and the old shack stands firm. 

Good luck to you all. and a speedy and safe return to 
tJ,e fold. 

Cheerio. Forces. Over to you, Over. 
o: rr. L. 

Liverpool Notes 
I was talking to a major recently. We do talk occasion­

ally to people about non-Sen·ice matters, eve~1 when on 
dutv, and hope that this is not that vaguely defmed mortal 
sin: "fraternising." This major was a typical soldier, to 
whom, as a private in the Home Guard \We have many 
more than L.B. mentioned in his note, e.g., Prh·e1te Brown­
low, who scored a bull's eye on the target of the fellow 
next to him, Private Donnan, already for ilw Fleet 
Air Arm) I showed due deft~rence. told 111e how his 
wife and kids were blown to bits in London la;;t year, and 
mude me feel ashamed of how slight material lo:-:s had so 
occupied myself. He told me what our soldiers suffered 
in Libya, and added, "Anything you can send them, the 
merest word, will be appreciated. If you only tell them 
how our !VIaggie was nearly run over. these men daily 
facing fearsome crises will be delighted; your scribble will 
be passed round hundreds." So if you can send anyone 
you know in L' by a or elsewhere- ·e\'en in this country 
there al'e some 'very lonely sites-a lL•tter. do so. I will 
say nothing about sending them anything else, for I have 
said I'll make no more appeals for· the Comrorts Fund. 
But if you only knew what good had been done by this 
enterprise, involving every section of tl'e department. you 
could not, except through carelessness, forget the monthly 
tanner. Are the variou,; station collectors doing what they 
can" And·-are the lads thecnselves helping us by sending 
us their addre~scs" They get their "Journals," we know 
from the following airgraph letter from J. Rankmore 
<Writer), :l6 Mess, H.M.S. "Woolwich.'' c. o G.P.O., London: 
"I have just receive(! the "Customs Journal" for January, 
1942 .... It is two years three months since 1 left those 
happy on the I~anding Stage, and sometimes it seems 
a lifetime. He goes on to say how much the "Journal" 
(which really has shown n very high literary standard just 
lately) interests him, especially the A.P.O. •tripe contro­
versy, of which he says, "n:\Val otncers are wearing only 
half their gold bands upon their sleeves these d;;ys. ann thic 
must con;clitute quite a saving in braid. :VIaybe a similar 
!talf gold band for the A.P.O. would meet the occasion, both 
in the interest of economy and tht' sbtus of the mt•n." 
Stripe or no stripe, he hopes to be back in the job this 
year. "I have almost started to mark the d:tys off on thp 
calendar ... I guess we can last out one day longer than 
the Huns, "Ities" or ,Japs, and it is that extra day that 
is going to do the trick. . . The Empire troops that I have 
come in contact with are a fine body of men, and even jf 

our democracy seems cock-eyen, one cannot help feeling 
proud of being British. I HOPE WE GET THE CHANCE 
THIS YEAR OF STRIKING THE FINAL BLOW FOR 
VICTORY." From this wonderfuJ note I must descend for 
the benefit of t.he Light o' London and other luminaries to 
one other phrase in this amazingly compressed letter: "I 
have seen a number of ports since I left England, in dif­
ferent climates, and with var·ying waterfronts, but nothing 
as yet has come up to the Liverpool system.'' Write again. 
Jack, and any other soldier, sailor or airman from our 
mob. Know. in very ban conditions, that many of us are 
trying to do .,omething. And remember that you at·e 'till 
members of the Associfltion. and can send resolutions for 
the forthcoming Conference or express opinions on motions 
from us stay-at-homes. One me,mber named in the 
.. .Tournal '' I should like very much to hear from. though 
he was never in this port. and I have not seen him for 
years-Lieutenant Basil Tunstead. If he or ~m\·one else 
writes to me or E.G.H., we'll be most pleawd.c And if 
there's anything, within limits, wanted, we'll send it on. 
We hoped at the recent well-conducted meeting at the 
Common Hall to bring up the whole subjeet of the Comforts 
Fund, but there wer" too many other topics. C.F.S 
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Tyne Topics 
In Africa. I hear, one thumps a little on a queer sort of 

drum and hey! presto !-Marconi is put io shame. Will 
someone out that way kindly bring back one such drum, 
complete with book of instructiom? It would be the ideal 
present for a " Customs Journal" correspondent! 

From orthodox sources, however. I have gathered that our 
six Navy lads are fit and well. Frank Cox is in Scotland. 
tapping a key instead of panels. Ernie Elliott was in Shields 
for a few days not so long ago. Jock McCarthy, now a 
Leading Coder, paid a flying visit to the Tyne recently. Before 
that. he was in Iceland. Jock Ness was very warm in February 
-but fit enough to pay football for his ship. We owe him 
thanks for his airgraph. George \1\Tilkes is doing, intensively. 
something mysterious in rad·io. He is still in the Tvne area. 
Tug Wilson was growling about the heat before X~as-per-
haps he'll bring a drum? • 

Our Army representative. Ronnie Stephenson, was here a 
short time ago " cleared for foreign.'' I don't know whether 
he had an issue, but I hear that his orders have been changed. 

The R.A.F. contingent, Fred Chinnery ar;d Rockie Marsden, 
are still in the U.K. Fred is in Scotland. and Rockie, who 
aspires per arclua acl astra, near the Metropolis. 

Our best wishes to you all. amigos; if you will drop me a 
line I will pass it on to local watch-houses. 

The same applies to our colleagues on detached duties-all 
thirteen of 'em! I hope to have news of them for the June 
"Customs Journal." L.N.C. 

DUTiON ONE-WEEK SHORTHAND is learnt in twelve 
2-hour postal lessons. Send 3d. in stamps for first lesson 
to C. J., 92, Gt. Russell Street, London, W.C.l. 

Hull News 
So litt:e news bas been available !!lf late that this column 

:.rc.dudes news collected during the past three months. 
The onJy event of note during thi£ period was the recent 

A'mual General Meeting of the Sports' Club. The attendance 
\:-:as extremely poor and the meeting must have been a blg 
G'coappmr.tment to the convenors. 

T'1e1·e '>'.·ere no sports activities to report. The treasurer 
1\Ir. \V. Thompson, P.O., was able to report a satisfactor; 
h!1CJYJC1al pos1twn, as during the previous year, s1:1bscriptions 
'.\·ere suspended and vohmtary coHtributions substitutGd. 
This >ystem appears to be meeting with quite a n:easure of 
success. 

:'v1l'. R. H: Rayner. A.P.O., now on detached duty at Elles­
:1-H2re Port V'. I understand, quite enjoying the change which 
'.\'2!' has brought him 

Mr. R. Beswick, A.P.O .. has been on detached duty in 
Th~rso for .some time :'ow, and he too seems well pleasild 
\\'ltn his war-t1me appomtment. 

:\Ir. F. Bromley, A.P.O .. attached to a Training Flight in 
the R.A.F., finds the work plentiful but interesting. We may 
expect to see him on leave shortly. 

Mr. A. Thompson. A.P.O .. who was on D.D. at Fishguard, 
has been called to the Royal Navy. 

Messrs. J. N. White and J. Lazenby, A.P.O.'s, have finished 
their courses as Wireless Telegraphists and are now afloat. 
We wish them safe voyages and a speedy return. 

N. S. M. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BOOKS URGENTLY REQUIRED for B.R.C.S. War Hospitals' 
Librari~s. Please give generously.-Mrs. Allhusen, 
Orgamsmg Secretary, North Wilts Branch Easterton 
Devizes, Wilts. ' ' 

BURTS OFFER YOU 

BURTS 
---·CHARlES BURT LlhtiTIO __ _ 

The Great Cash or Credit F1~rnishers 
Ragistmd Ot!ica : 175 Reitnt 5trret. 1.1 

----'Phant~ REGent 5341----

SOUND VALUE, COURTEOUS TREATMENT AND EVERY 
CONSIDERATION TO CUSTOMERS IN lAD TIMES 

In the BEDROOM. 
A very handsome 
Suite, finished in 
b e a u t i f u I grey 
Walnut. The com­
modious wardrobe 
is in perfect har-
mony w i t h t h e 
original designed 
Dressing T a b l e 
and Chest. 

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY 

BRIXTON: 
'374 Brixton Rd., S.W.9 

WEMBLEY : 74 High Rd. 
HARROW: 318 Station Rd. 
EALING: 

2-4 New Broadway, W.5 
WATFORD: 37 High St. 

There will be less and less furniture 
available, so immediate advantage 
should be taken of our present stocks 

BURTS' 
WELL KNOWN ECONOMY CREDIT 
TERMS ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 

Write personally to-

Burts' Woman Director at 175, 
Regent Street, W.l, or call at any 
Branch for full particulars. 

PECKHAM: 152 Rye Lane c.J. 
Temporary Office and Sho,vrooms. -----------------------
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save ithout trol!ble • 
profit while you save . • • 

Did you know that special facilities for simplified saving are now available to 

every Civil Servant? Did you know that, besides saving you trouble, these new 

savings schemes also allow you a more immehiate profit on your savings? 

It goes without saying that the vital necessity of reducing personal spending 

and of saving "to the limit" is acutely recognised by every Civil Servant. But 

perhaps you have not yet discovered the particular "Scheme" which is ideally 

suited to your special needs. If not, it will be well worth your while to investigate 

these schemes, then go "all out" for the one which suits you best. 

dedUCtionS• from • pay SChemeS 1 prefer to contribute entirely' through your Depart· 

These Schemes are open both to esllll.blished and 

temporary Civil Servants. You eau become a partici· 

pator in a "Cycle Scheme," which enables you to 

acquire National Savings Certifieates or 3% Defence 

Bonds by pre-arranged weekly or monthly deduc· 

tions from your pay. At the end of the Cycle you 

receive your Certificates or Bonds .•• hut they have 

already been bearing interest since the middle of 

the Cycle period. In other words, you are being 

paid interest while your subscriptions are still 

accumulating. 

schemes that cover "odd sums" 
Sometimes you may have "a bit extra" from bonus 

or overtime to spare for savings, apart from your 

regular contribution. Again, some of you may 

ment Group rather than join in a "cycle." For such 

cases, there are the simJ;le methods of saving by 

means of6d or 2/6d Stamps, or by making (leposits, 

via the Group, in the Post Office or Trustee 

Sa,·ings Banks. All savings made through Group8 

remain under your own control so that no diffi· 

cultiee arise if you should be transferred. 

if you need advice .•. 
In every department there is a National Savings 

Committee's Liaison Officer. l~onsult him about 

the best way to meet your individual requirements. 

If your Department has not yet got its own Group 

in operation, ask the Liaison Officer to get one. 

Theu you can enjoy the latest facilities for saving 

with simplicity-and with greater profit to your· 

self and your country. 

save today ••• and profit for the future 
ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL SAVINGS COMMITTEE 

Pnr.tcd and published for the Customs and Excise Preventive Star! Assoctation by Buck Bros. & Hardin&. Ltd 
(T.U. al! depts.), Guardian Hou~>e, 6J-+, Forest Road. Walthamstow, E.l7. 


