- EsT. 1904

sSOCIAT

N war-time as in peace, the dis-
countremainsunaffected. The
good-will between Winegartens
and their customers established

in happier days is strengthened
during these trying times.

Winegartens were pleased to allow the discount
before and happier still to offer it now, when it
means so much more to their friends. The discount.
also applies to members now serving with H.M.

Forces.

ENGAGEMENT RINGS
Whatever your style or fancy, the Winegarten
setection is one of the fargest in the Country.
Value is the Keynote, Yariety a speciality.
The same large choice available for Wedding and
Signet Rings.
WATCHES
Winegartens' watches are repowned throughout
the Empire. Stocks are very limited, and in the
interests of National Economy, a new waich
should only be bought as a necessity. I your old
watch can tide you over, kesp it in service,
Before discarding, send to us, and we will be
pleased to advise you whethar zo have it repaired
or otherwise, ~
CUTLERY
Both loose or in canteens in our usual pre-war
grades and standards still procurabla.
CATALOGUES
Owing to paper restrictions, the issue of Cata-
logues has been suspended. Winegartens' stocks
are very comprehensive. A personal visit is
recommended, but orders by post can be con-
cluded with equal satisfaction. Write us your
requirements as detailed as possible, and we will
answer with particulars and quotations. Goods
ordered by post, if not suitable, money refunded
in full.
HOQURS OF BUSINESS:
May : Monday to Friday, 3.30 to 5 p.m.
Satyrday and Sunday closed all day.

Apply for Privilege Ticket, mentioning
your official dept. :

TELEPHONE::

WINEGARTE

BISHOPSGATE

The money that
- can be obtained by
disposing of unwanted’
Jewellery, Oid Gold, etc.,
could be patriotically put
into War Savings. Do
not leave it forgotten in the
drawer, when it can be in-
vested to earn, and help win
the War.™'

{57- BISHOPSGATE
LONDON-E-C-2

1786 (2 LINES)

N

A GREAT SAVING

OR

ALWAYS
BE WELL DRESSED

SAVE COUPOCNS

i

SUITS, OYERCOATS, COSTUMES
Turned Equal to New. INVISIBLY.

FROM 50/ =

Cver 8,00 Testimonials from  all
of the Country
Turnings to Members of the House of
Commons and many Titled people,
K.

DELIGHTFUL RESULTS

Lowest in London for High Grade
Work
ADVICE FREE

parts

LIST FREE

Post Garments for
Enguiries Invited.

Write, Call, or
Estimare and Advice.

WALKER'S SCIENTIFIC
TAILORING WORKS

(Dept. 61)
ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS

5/8 OLD MARKET, I[LFORD,
LONDON

Phone . FL* 1320
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Preventive Staff Association

Temporary Office:
8, Brooxk LaNE, BExXLEY, KENT.
Telephone: BexLey HeaTtH 3613,

General Secretary:
W. H, PowsLL.
Assistant Secretary:
H. L. Bosrca.

President:
W. E. STANDRING.
Organising Secretary:
A. E. FARMER.

CORRESPONDENCE, LITERARY MarTer, grc—Letfters to the
Editor, and articles and correspondence intended for publi-
cation should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Customs
Journal,” H.M, Customs and Excise, 5, Odessq Streect, Rother-
hithe, London, S.E16. It is essential that all matter for
insertion in the monthly issue should reach the Editor on
or before the 10th of the month of publication. Articles sub-
mitted need not Le typewritien, but the use of one side of the
paper renders a great assistance.

ADVERTISEMENTS.~—AIl enguiries relating to advertisement
space should be addressed to the Advertisement Contractors,
A. Darby’s Advertising Service, 24 & 28, Water Lane, London,
E.C4. Telephone: City 6686 & 6687. Telegrams: Darbiads,
Cent, London. All advertisements are accepted subject to
the Editor’s approval.

Back Numsers.—May be obtained by applying to the
Association Offices, 2d. per copy (post free).

SupscripTiONs.—Retired Officers and outside persons wish-
ing to become subscribers may do so on application to the
Organising Secretary, 6, Brook Lane, Bexley, Kent. The
charge is 3s. 0d. per annum, post free.

DOCKSIDE SPRING

The sun is on the water,
That is all.

No songs out-sing the winches,
No flult'rings in the cranes.
No grass nor even groundsel
To edge the railroad lanes.
No songs disturb the rumblings
Of tall tips pouring coal.

No single grace of movement
But teg-boats on patrol.

No hint of spring, no whisper,
No promise by the way.

All, all as through the winter,
Just grey and black and greyv.

The sun is on the water,

That is all. TROPWEN.

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION.

HEREFORDSHIRE —Farmhouse holiday accommodation.
Beautiful country. Terms £3 3s. 0d—"Phone: Much Marcle
213, Goodwin, * Hillend,” Much Marcle, Ledbury.

CHANGES IN THE STAFF

to l14th May, 1842,

TRANSFERS.
AsSISTANT PREVENTIVE OFFICERS [ ~—
Bigs, W. C., Holyhead, Chester to Methil, Dundee.
Spargo, C. H., Liverpool to Hull.

OFFICER LEAVING THE SERVICE.
RETTREMENT—ASSISTANT PREVENTIVE OFFICER  —
Turnbull, W. J., London. )

CBITUARY OF SUPERANNUATED QOFFICERS,
Marriott, E. L., Preventive Officer.
Murphy, J., Preventive Officer.
Pricer. D., Waterguard Superintendent, 2nd Class.
Recve, W. E., Preventive Officer.
Twist, C. H., Preventive Officer,

OBITUARY
Mr. W, McKELVIE, A.P.0., Methil.

It was with deep regret that his late colieagues learned
last month that official confirmation has now been given to
the report that Sgt.-Pilot William McEKelvie, RAF.V.R,
was killed in action in Qctober of last year

It is understood that he was piloting a Spitfire in an offen-
sive sweep over Northern France, and it is believed that his
remains are buried at Dunkirk.

He was 24 years of age at the time of his death and had
been in the Department since 1937. He joined the Royal
Air Force in July, 1940, and had experienced a good spell of
operaticnal flying, including night-flying in such incidents
as the blitz on Clydeside.

Bill was very much a “live wire” in every sphere, and
we can have no doubt whatever that this last scrap of his
was carried through on his part with all his characteristic
keenness and determination. We have heard that he got on
very well in the Royal Air Force and if he was as popular
as he was in ciwl life we are sure this was so. He was
indeed of the best type of man, and his successors in the
Waterguard Servide in the years to come should look back

‘on his memory with pride and respect.

He was the voungest of a family of nine and to Mr. and
Mrs, McKelvie, who live at Burntisland, the Staff at Methil
extend their sympathy in their loss, which must have been
all the harder after so many months of uncertainty and false
hopes.

Mr. T. A. STUART, A.P.O., Liverpool

After the terrible shock of hearing of Tom’s death, the
next reaction of his Liverpool colleagues (among whom,
without any reflection on others, he was the most popular
of the officers separated from wife and children by the
war) was, what was his most outstanding characteristic?
He was gay and easy-going, the last one normally to be
expected to suffer from mental strain. He was proud, in
a noble way, befitting an ex-goldier, of his personal appear-
ance, and proud, too, as all his family, I believe, of his
honour. We could not believe he would do a dishonourable
thing. He might be over-generous, no more. But his most
notable attribute was a quality of friendship probably even
more well known in other ports: among his old boxing
friends, for instance. It is as a friend and nothing else
that we will remember and respect him, leaving him in
other roles for others’ sorrow. To his family we send
deepest sympathy. C.F.S.

OUR BOYS

The eldest son of Mr. J. H. Stewart, W. Sur., London, 2nd
Lieut. R. Y. S. Stewart, Royal Corps of Signals, was killed by
enemy action in Assam on 16th May. Aged 25 years, 2nd
Lieut, Stewart was a B.A. (double Hons.) of London.

His second son, Pilet Officer Ian H. Stewart. was with
the Air Striking Force in France and was invalided out in
September, 1940, when only 20 years of age. He is now a
1st Officer (Ferry Pilot) with the AT.A., and during the
past 12 months has flown 33 different types of aircraft.
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CURRENT COMMENTS

War Bonus.
HE National Staff Side issued the following statement on
May 7thi—

* Members of the War Bonus Committee of the National
Staft Side met the Official Side on May 6th to hear their
reply to the case for an improvement in the bonus pre-
sented by the Staff Side on April 10th. No conclusive
stage was reached and a {urther joint meeting has been
arranged for May 14th. In the meantime the Staff Side
are submitting a memorandum reinforcing the arguments
upon which they have based their claim.”

At the time of wrillng we ‘have no report o1 tne resuit ol
the latler meeting.
Cost of Living.
Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. March
1940 741 . 85 87 89 92 93 96 97 97
1941,/42 . 99 99 99 100 101 100 100 100

Waterguard Redundancies.

Discussions in this matter are still proceeding.

At the April meeting of the Departmental Council it was
agreed that informal talks between the two sides should take
place. As a result of these discussions the Official Side
undertook to contact the Treasury and find out whether
suitable jobs in other Departments could be found for the
redundant Chief Preventive Officers and, if so, where such
jobs would arise. Subsequent negotiations and arrange-
ments will, of course, depend on the result of these inquiries.

Split Attendances.

For many years the Association has been concerned at the
siluation created at many ports by the slavish adfesrence to
the phrase “ regular every-day duty ” in connectien with the
added hour for split attendances. In the lasi attempt to
remedy this, a claim was made that where split attendance
was considered so necessary as to warrant its inclusion in
the scheme of attendance (whether it be for a day or cvery
day) then the added hour to the second attendance should
apply.

We are pleased to report that this has been accepted and
the paragraph 109 of Ext. Inst. Vol. 2 has been amended
accordingly.

Mileage Allowance.

In view of the abolition of the basic petrol ration and the
complete cessation of ordinary private motoring as from 1st
July it has been necessary to review the present mileage
syvstem and rates.

E.0.C. 583 has now been issued and Departmental instruc-
tions based thereon will follow.

The new scheme applies to officers using their cars on
official journcys and whose annual mileage on these journeys
is expected to be at least 2,000 miles.

In brief, where an officer gets no petrol for private pur-
poses he will not have to obtain an Excise liccnece (the car
being covered by OH.M.S. Certificate), but he must etfect
adequate insurance. An annual allowance plus a flat rate
mileage allowance will be payable monthly or quarterly in
arrear as follows:

Up to and including 8 h.p. £20 23d. per mile
Over 8 and up to 10 h.p. £22 10s. 23d. ., .,
Over 10 and up to 14 h.p. £25 .. ad. -
Over 14 h.p. £27 10s.  3id. ,,

An additional }d. per mile (not id. per pasqengel) may be

paid when one or more official passengers are ¢arried.

Uniform and Coupons.

In reply to the Association question as to the ef’fect of the
reduced personal allocation of clothing coupons on the
number to be surrendered for uniform, we have received the
291110;\'111;; reply from the Board of Trade (via the Staff
Side):—

“ 1t is not proposed to make any alteration in the annual
surrender rates for essential civilian uniforms. These
rates were calculated. to represent the saving in wear and
tear on other clothes effected by uniform wearing and
consequently their relation is to the coupon-value of the
basic ration. As the former is not being altered no
corresponding adjustment in the wuniform rates is
expected.”

War Emergency Commitiee.
The May meeting of the War Emergency Committee
(P.S.A.) will be held on Thursday the 28th in the month
at Walter House, Strand, London.

Staff Side Chairman.

Mr. A. J. Cowherd, Chairman of the Joint Committee (C.
and E. Associations), and Vice-Chairman of the Depart-
mental Council, has anncounced his intention of resigning
these positions at the end of June. In spite of the entreaties
and arguments of his many friends, up to the time of writing,
My, Cowherd had shown no signs of altering his decision.

If, as now secms likely, we are to lose his services then
the Stail Side will be faced with the problem of finding a
successul-—a Cprddeen nade wery Aifficcddh Wy the high
standard of efficiency set by Mr. Cowherd during long years
of valuable, unselfish service.

Customs Fund.

The ballot for the election of Directors resulied in the
re-clection of ihe three retiring Directors, Messrs. Chubb,
Littler and Quimby.

Members will be disappointed at the failure of the Water-
guard condidate, Mr. J. Merron, to securce one of the seats,
and this in spite of the splendid effort in many quarters.
We can only suggest that at the next election even greater
effort will be (al‘ed for in order that we may once again
have a member of the branch on the Directorate.

Mr. T. A. Stuart.

The Service was shocked at the news of the death of Mr.
T. A. Stuart, AP.O,, of Folkestone (detached to Liverpool),
and learned with horror the tragic details of this sad atffair.

We extend to Mrs. Stuart, her daughters and the Stuart
{family, our sincerest sympathy in this sudden bereavement.

Correspondence

The Editor, “ Customs Journal.”
Sir,

In reply to * Some Hull-ites” and to other Hull men who
may be of the same opinion, may I, in good faith, suggest that
had all Hull men maintained touch with the home port news
would not be lacking.

There is no reason why the “Customs Journal ” should not
be the medium of the exchange of news and views of Hull
people. T have previously appealed for news, but in vain.
Perhaps, “ Some Hull-ites,” you yourselves would be pre-
pared to act constructively and start the ball rolling by
2iving nic some news from your ‘ remote outpost.”

N. S. MANNERS, A.P.O.

s

The Editor, “ Customs Journal.”
Sir,

A matter that has concerned me since the outbreak of
war is the fact that A.P.C.s are not issued copies of the all-
important O circulars. After all, the A.P.O. is the man who
does the actual rummage or examination of baggage, the
P.C. being present more in a supervisory capacity, so it seems

‘deplorable that the A.P.O. should not have full knowledge

of the regulations contained in these orders.

1 do not know the position in other parts of the country,
but at this port I must go to my P.O. and ask if I may
please borrow his instructions, so that I may know a
little of the job I hope I am doing!

Admittedly I have ncver yet been refused, although there
i< no reason why I shouldn’t have been, and in any case,
how am 1 to know they are strictly up to date? The paper
shortage can hardly be the reason for this slight on the
A.P.O. grade when sheaves of totally useless instructions
and amendments on Purchase Tax, O.A. Pensions, War
Damage Act, etc., etc., are issued with monotonous regularity,
despite the nation-wide campaign for economy.

Let the AP.O.s receive their proper instructions or, better
still, let one station copy be made accessible to all.

Surely it would not be an insurmountable task for the
Board to issue the Staff with regulations appertaining only
to this department, and to cease forthwith the appalling
waste of paper that is to be found in every office.

J.C.M.
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Customs & Excise Departmental

Whitley Council

The two hundred and {ifueth mecting of the Council was
held in the Conference Roorn, Cily Gate House, B2, on
Wednesday, zuinh April, 1942, the Chadr LDeing taken by Sie
Wilirid Eady, Chairroan ol the Board of  Customns  and
Excise.

Prior to the commencement of the business on the agenda,
the Chairinan reivreed Lo the sited  death, atter bul «
tew days’ iincss, of My, J. H. Newaan, Controller of tiwe
Valuation Branch., The Vice-Chairmuan, Mr., A, 4. Cowherd,
associated the Blaft Side in an expression of regret, wnd
referred 10 Mr. Newmai's earlier service in the Ouldoom
Department and his associaiion with statling matters in the
Secretaries’ Office. WM. Newman's passing was a loss o
the Departraent wul o those who hiad beenr privileged 1o
work with hir.

MAN-FOWER.

(a) GG, 3271841 I reply to o Stan Side inguiry regard.
ing the surplus Departmental Clerical OHicers in London
Port which were available for transier, the Gificial Side
replied that the numbers had been reported in March to
the Treasury, and as War Damage work dectined more
would be available tor ubsorption elsewhere. A large
number were awaiting calt-up, and the Minisirics of Supply
and of Alircratt Prodaction had each thiken some members
of the grade.

(by T.C. 1v/194Y, parvagraphs 2 (1) wwd (G).-The Stun
Side said they had aiready signified thoerrs agreement to a
large proportion of ithe suggestions for the elimination of
less essential work furnished by the Oificiul Side, and had
received on request Turther information in respect of oihers.
A small number was left for discussion in the Sub-Com-
mittee. The Official Side said that a lelter was in prepara-
tion to give the Staft Side similar information regarding
the suggestions put forward by the Statl Side.

(¢) KRennel Commillee EReporde -In reply 1o Staft Side
inquiry, the Official Side said that the Ministry of Labour
had selected approximately sixty officials for interview fus
technical commisgsions in the Forces or technical jobs in
Civil Depairtiments, und they were able to assure the Slaff
Side that the individuals selected would not lose financially.
So {far as the man-power position was concerned, the Gfficial
Side repeated the assurance given at the last Council meet-
ing that men reieased tor this purpose would be regarded
as a charge against the Depurtment’s total Hability.

The Staff Side expressed appreciotion ol the  Official
Side’s statement.

() Release of Waomen--The Official  Side stated  ihat
there had been o few more volunteers, and that ucteons
had already been issucd regavding the 1920-21 group. '
PROPOSED AMALGAMATION OF PORTSMOUTH AND

SOUTHAMPYON COLLECTIONS.

The Ofticial Side said that since the last discussion
changes at Southampion hud absorbed the stafl on a bHi-
hour week. 1If, however, the two Colleciions were left
separate additional staft might be required at Southampton.
and that could be avoided by amalgamation. They had
come to the conclusion that the amalgamation must proceed.

The Staff Side referred o their previously expressed
opinion that the present time was not appropriate for
adjustment-of Collections, either in general or in particular.
pointing out that in some Collections adjustments opposite
to amalgamation appeared o be justified. In the present
case, they cculd pot agrec to the amalgamation, and the
Council recorded disagreement on the item.

PROMOTION AND TRANSFER QUESTIONS.

(@) The first item under this head concerned the Staft
Side propos=als covering the Effeet on Promotion of Re-
employment or Delerment of Relirement, and the Staff Side
inquired what effect the issue of E.O.C. 565/42 huad had
upon the Official Side’s consideration of the possibilily of
dispensing with the services of officials now re-employed
or otherwise retained after the normal retirement period.
The Official Side sazid that they understood the cireular in
qguestion to leave diseretion to Heads of Departments as
to the retention or otherwite of staff over 60, The Stafl

Hide was aware of the difficuities of the Department, o
large Departtnent, but not expanding. The Oificial Side
had reached the conclusion that the time had come, in the
general interest of the Department, to disper with tne
services of some of the senior members of the Department.
ey, suime officials who had been relived and re-employed,
or officiuls who might be retired under standing super-
annuation rules,

The Staff Side said that this appeaved to be a drastic
metiiod of restoring a tlow of promotion, and it had no
relation to their own proposals for release of staff, alter
promotion, to other Departments if redundancy existed in
the grade to which they had been proaoted. 'The position
of the men whose services were to be dispensed with
woutd be one of difficulty, and the Stiufl Side could not
view with equanimity their dispersal ultogether irom the
Tiblic Service.

The Official Side said that the E.O.C. was designed pri-
muatity to meet problems arising in Departmenis wihich
were needing additional staff. For the reasons they had
previcusly indicated, they rvegarded ihe scheme proposed
by the Stuit Side as impracticable, and in the interests of
the Depuriment as a whole they felt obliged to tuke toe
present step. It was possible that some of the men released
might find work in other Departments, and if the men con-
cerned wished it the Official Side would bring their wishes
to the attention of the Treasury, though it should not be
expected that they would be able to be employea on the
same terms as before. Although the Official Side did not
propose (o dispense with the services of anyone before the
duate of the next meeting, it was proposed to issue notices
1o some of the stat? concerned.

The item was then readjourned at the request of the Staft
Side.

(b valiacies in the Waterguard..—The Official Side said
that the nei redundancy of Chief Preventive Officers not
reguired at their present ports was tive. The disposal of
these men within their own ports was a difficult problem,
since where the Customs work had declined the work of
the port as « whole, e.g., Immigration work, hLad also
declined,  So far as removal of men was concerned, thie
usttal Service procedure would operate, ie., in the absence
of volunteers the junior man would be nominated f{or re-
moval, and equitable treatment would be afforded as
between the people in any one port. The Official Side said
that opportunity for discussion of the matter intormaliy
would be given, and the Council readjourned the item at
the request of the Staff Side.

(¢) Upgrading of Temporary €Clerks, Grade IWL--The
Stuff Side said they had received the Official Side's state-
ment promised at the last Council mecting. and at their
request the item was readjourned.

(d) Promotion to the Surveyor Grade.—Under * Other
Business ” the Chairman made the following stualement:—

“ A general announcement has recently been made to tne
Service about the Surveyors' Examination to be held in
1043 as an experimental measure. You have been informed
at the Outdoor Service Sectional Commiitee and in dis-
cussion of the general lines on which we propose to proceed.
The questions set at the written gqualifying examination will
be on the same lines as those set in recent examinations,
e intention being to allow an Officer of reasonably good
experience to qualify as a result of the experience he has
gained of the work of the Department without requiring
an intensive course of Departmental Regulalions outside
thuat experience. The marking of the papers will be on
general lines. that is to say, the candidates’ performance will
be judged as & whole, aad they will be grouped into a few
groups, such as A4, A, A—, ; B4, or B, B—. A list of the
qualifying candidates marked on  these lines will be
published.

“The inferviews will take place as soon as practicable
after the written qualifying examination. We propose to
interview Officers of at least fifteen years' service, and,
it selected, they will be promoted in order of seniority as
vaecancies arise: T must add, however, that it is our firm
conviction that it is essential, in the interests of the effi-
ciency of the Department, to introduce into the Surveyor
Girade, und ultimately into the Controlling Grade, an admix-
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e of yvounger Odiccrs. To achteve that we nmnd i we
zd vome of the junior OGlficers of leoss th years
r shivi m;zmﬁ\ (e
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service have done exceptionally well 1 the v
exainbistion, to cidd them for mderview ot ot
as the olhecs. We should alse obtain specia oris ol
these Offcers. If the interview and ihe w;;mt conlivn
iheir qualification as sugpesled by the writlen amination,
we propose (o pronicte themy 1o the Surveyor Grade.

'Ejigz‘u?c candidates on loan or serving with the Foreoy
would be speciidly cousidered on the basis of reporis
for excrption from o written exoamastion”

The Stof Side sadd they could only nole this stateament

¢ Common Sendovity st for I T Clepical Qilicers in
Headguarters Qffees - This dlem was re-adjodracd at ihe
request of the Staft Bide.

USE OF CARS ON OFFRHCIAL BUSINESS ON NP AVTES
Ist JULY, 1942

In veply Lo Staild Side inquicy. the Ofiicial Side waid they
were unable at present to make any deiiniie stalement as
to the pesttion of authorised car users in the Deparbaent
fotlowing the imposition of the cul in the busic rationing
of petrol. Both the Treasury and the Deteolcwn Board
understood  that travelling by metor-¢a wian g 'rt:nvri‘%j
factor affecting man-power in the Depurtmental ory
tinn, and the O#icial ‘*\1(((; woere giving the matler nrgont
«nd careful attention. The Stait Side said they trusted that
steps would be taben o aveold the withdrawal of cars Trom
itse 1 the service of the Department.

SEZURE REWARDS
doconsidered o rlisadiecnend reochoed o the o
3 Sectional Covwotier on a Sall Side propesal
journ consideration of Official Side proposals s stain

se the rate of rewards payabie on seiiures of tobaceo
goods and splrits, the position being subject to review ot the
end of the war.

The Stafl Side stated that within their experience this wax
the first oceasion in which a disagreement bad been reached
o a Staff Side proposal tor an adjournment. They knew
thiy had occurred in the past in connection with Official
Side proposals for adjournment. bul the preseni occurrencoe
wix not reasendble in view of the brevity of notice Lo (he
Staft Side of the Comnwnitlee. The Official Side proposad
in the reference {o the Walcrguard Sectional Conunitlee
befokened a reduction in the remunecration receipis of the
Wilerguard  personnel and rewards had been proviousty
accepled as part of the remuneration of 4 Au.l persontel, i
view ol fhe financial interest involved in the proposul. the
inststencs onan immediate decision did m»t appear o boe
falr treatment. The present reword caleulution tollewed on
diseussions o 1936, when 1t was ngreed that rewiirds should
be based n oreladion to duly, bul o disngreciment was
revarded as to the factor of relationship. The Sttt Side
veridered their offer of 405 per th, (tobuceo goods) wos
@ reasmiable compromise 475 Gd. would Lo more appro-
priate--bui 405 wag sore reasovable Lhon the 386s indi
cated in the Official Side's proposal.

The Official Side said that they regorded the sithntion
which bad developed v =evious  anel A e the good
repate of the Waterpuoard  Serviee  aned the Df:p;n'im( rif.
They were nol raising at this stage a qae.mm of the prin-
ciple of rewards. The fact that bad 1o be faced was that
the number of scizures of tobaceo had doabled and {he
arnur, of the rewards thercon had been quadrupled. 1L
could not be maintained that the difficulty of the work
had been doubled. The reward system was producing these

Lliineg-

resiits because the basis of ealculation was atfached o
figu of duty which woere being inereased for reasons thot

yad nothing 1o do with the
in }z;:i’c;ﬁunrding the revenue.
would be difficnit o answer.

Il was tx te that the formal aotice of the precive terms«
of the propozal had been short. but its purpoert had been
communicated fo the Committee’s Staff Side two months
before the Secfional Commiltee had  been called.  The
Official Side said that, striefly speaking., the adjustment
should bhave been ca Cuizxtod on ihe last pre-war Budget
rates of duly. but as the system had been allowed to run
for some thne they were content to base iL on o stubiti
tion of 36~ per b, Beeauve of the veasons of poliey in the

duestion of the work involved
Criticisimr on these groumd-

propesal the Official Side are not prepared to depart from
that figure.

The Stafl Side suid that the Inforoa!
cumimimication of ihe purport of the proposuis had pre-
cluded the necessary general ewcuintion, uhd thiey referred
c«h(llm to the argwrent advanced i the Arbitralion Court

et former Stafl Side salary cl:li'n tor Walcrguard
Griddes thal the veeelpl of rewards wad redarded as part
of the emeluments of cerlain members of ‘r'mu Grades,
The reduction in income vesulting from the new proposai
< drastic, and the decision of the GiTigind nlcé wolld b
tved with great disappointrment wed even cesentiment iu
the Watlerguard Scrvice.

The Couneil coidirmed the divagreament s dofined above,
und jecorded disagrecment on the Offictnd Side Lo ssal
contained in tie reference to the Sectio! Commilhoe,

tn reply to mquiry. the Ofticial Side statod thal the neow
rates mentoned o the proposal would epernde i respect
ol rewosrds on oselzures made onoand atter U fopril, 1948,
Cortadn minor points st romained cizeyssion in the
Commitiee,
MISCELLANEQL

Local  stafferg oo unil agrecneats frovo
Gricasby and Norwich Collechions wore olified, one leeal
decision was regavded s allra vices, one was colerred hack
for trestnient on a temperary basis, and bwo others wore
adjouarned.

Agreements  {vom  ithe Officer Orade  Commrittee wore
approved covering payvimant ot cz\‘ in travelling espenses
for abnornl allendances :u‘ir\'in;; the war and g time
addition, in Unis Stotions, of mih in lict of onc-
seventh for attendances m_tcctesm‘iiy aivein befween 8 poan.
and 8 aan,

The isstie as o measire of salely ol wooden sofed clags
to cortain Launeh Sorviee ratines was alse proved,

nature of the carly

irighion,

The Council decided Lo Bald it

el nreeling on Werdties-
day, 27th May, 1942

british Hospitals  Contributory

Schiomes Agsoc,

Uivil servants and Government Esployvees” Hosp

el Sehene
Crvih Bervands sre invited (o conside, nbnges of
e above-named Hospitals Scheme. swhich ene the acili-
Ve aui wirised by Treasury Cireoin. dated 4th Junc, 1938,

! g b the coiteetion of honpital conbyiteilions by deduc-
mm pav.

Thiz Seheme operates thronghout the cotive couniry ond i
teir o by oo Iu.:\t (ummu!u\ oy )

o » Nationai Staiy fthe (vl S and e Brit
tospitais Contiib s:b,.n ,w%;un;z o Associntion, The services
al o fewer than 160 Hospital Conbributory Solemnes situated
i zslmmt every large town througbout the counley, with an
amnusl neome of CH.000.000 and @ omenborshin of 10 mmillion
vertmbutors, are placed of the sal of cantributors,

Membership ot the Civil Service and Government Fro-
piovees’ Hospita! schema provides complete freedom from
any pvestigation of the contributory” financial elreumstanees
and  entire Treedorm from payooeal an adimission to any
"“uikmt;uj\,’ Hlospital  The comfeibution voshe from 34, ’Ln
s per weels pecording to the focatite nosd Uhis entitlor thoe
vmmxun tor, Bis wife and devendent obidren 1o ree servies
i oany Volintary Hospital,

s this Schenre tu Gperation i your Place of Employment?
I not, vow ave cordially invited Lo communicate with the
ey, Secretavy—

SYDN Y LAMB, MBE.
British Hospitids Contribrdory Schiemoes S
1420 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3

vepresentatives

§ CLIENTS GAIN

! tn 6 inches L id
No Aprliavces -+ No Dyugs - - No Pe'csiny HEIGHT IS
ROSS SYSTEM NEVER FANLS Iﬂ'v‘ £2 26 Ceanplone

ft. 733 in
atls ¢l stamp 3__
D. MALCOLM ROSS lgﬁia;;.:z;i:sé’;f el 1

BE TALLER!
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THE CUSTOMS FUND
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Mecting of the Subscribers 1o the
Customs Annuity and Benevolent Fund, Incovporated, wus
held at City Gate House, Finsbury Squiare. on Thursday,
April 23rd, at 5 p.m. Mr. W. Ilenderson, OBE., the
President, was in the chair.

Gentiemen,—I have to present to you this evening, on
behalf of the Direclors, the 1268th Anvusl Balonee Sheol
and Statement of Accounts of the Customs Fund,

They show, I think, in all the circumstances, a very
satisfactory state of affairs. For reasons which T will ex-
plain in due course, we have had to deny owselves the
pleasure of deciaring a bonus to subscribers. You wi
remember that I have found it necessary to sound note
of warning on this subject at cach of the last two of these
Annual Meetings and to point out that the investment of
most of our surplus funds in 3 per cent. Government Stock,
combined with the temporary loss of income from frechold
ground rents, and. on top of both, an abnermally high level
of taxation, raust necessarily have un adverse offect on
distributable profits,

This year, the Assurance Fund has eacned the satistaciory
rate of £5 7s. 8d. per cent. gross ond £3 165 7d. per cent.
after deduction of tax. The Fund's valuation rate, that is
the rate of interest which the Actuary assumes when he
caleulates, in the light of our probable rate of carning.
over a long future, the amount which must be retained 1o
provide for Habilities in respect of claime under insurances,
has stood at 3 per cent. for many years. The difference
between this rate and the net rate of interest actually
earned furnishes, to a large exlent, the profit which, in
normal conditions, is available for distribution by wuy of
bonuses. Absolute security for the fulfilment of all ohiiga-
tions must naturally be our first consideration, and must
take precedence over any question of such a distribution.
This is axiomatic, and in order to maintain such securily
it was decided, in consultation with the Actuary. that the
Valuation Rate must be reduced to 27 per cent. for the
current valuation. It will be clear, I think, to all of you
‘that the combined result of lower gross vields. due to
investment in 3 per cent. stoek and increased taxation, made
this the wise course—indeed, the only possible eourse--io
pursue. It has had the effect of absorbing approximately
£30,000 which otherwise would have been available for dis-
tribution under more normal conditions. Before 1 leave
this important subject I should like to point oul that, by
vedueing the valuation rate to 2§ per cent., we hope to pre-
serve a substantial part of the margin which has previously
existed belween the actual net yicld and the valuation rute
and therefore provide n source of future bonus awards.

Turning to the Assurance Fund Accounts, you will notice
that we have brought into the Fund £5,000 from Subsidiary
Businesses, making a total from this source of £9,000 for
the triennium. In view of war conditions and the bigh
rate of income iax, this must be regarded as u very satis-
factory return from the subsidiary businesses. '

The Life Tosses during the year accounted for £34,567—
abput £3,000 lower than last vear. and, despite the wur.
quite a normal figure.

The Expenses of Muanagemeni include, in the incidental
expenses, the extra costs due to maintaining at Royston
the deeds and securities and a part of the Fund staff,

You will notice in the Assurance Fund Account an item
of £20,000 carried to the Rescerve Fund in the Balance
Sheet and then written off the Securities. This amount
has, in fact, been written off the Freehold Ground Rents
which previously stood at £110,237.

As 1 mentioned last year, a considerable part of the
Fund’s holding of ground rents has suffercd diamage to an
extent ‘which renders that part of the assets non-revenue-
producmg: and I am afraid we must conclude that therc
15 every prospect of this state of affairs continuing for
some years—at least until rebuilding can commence. The
leases have been disclaimed by the tenants., and the Fund
now owns vacant non-productive land. There is every
reason to welieve that eventually this asset will recover its
original asset value. Buf, until such times come, your

S

Directors deemed it prudent to write down the capital value
by £20,400,

The only other item in the Assurance Fund Account
which seems to call for special mention is the contribution
under the Wuar Damage Act, amounting to £1,642. This is,
of course, an insurance premium covering cur inferest in
¢round rents and the mortgaged properiies, which stands
at  approximately £850,000——not an unreasonable rate of
insurarce, but at the same time, of course, an added expense,

The Trust Funds, you will notice, have increased by
£14,008, and now stand at £175,282. These Funds represent,
as you are aware, the proceeds of Fund insurances, and
provide an income for the dependants of deceased sub-
scribers who choose this form of investment. The rate of
interest paid at present is 4 per cent, and in view of the
satisfactory gross interest yield on the general funds for
last year. your Directors are pleased to be able to announce
that this rate of interest will be continued during the
current ycar.

I think I have already covered most of the important
points arising on or out of the Balance Sheet. The toial
assets, you will sce, are now £1,071,584, an increase of
£16,000 over last year, despite the writing down of the
ground rents. This is indicative, 1 think, of the basic
soundness of the Fund and of its steady growth. The Stock
Exchange Securities show an increase of £33,000 over last
vear's figures, due entirely to the investment of all surplus
money available during the year alter providing for the
reduced requirements of subscribers for house-purchase
advances, in 3 per cent. War Stock. The probable effect
of this on our future income I have already referred to in
connection with the reduction in the Valuation Rate,

The Reserve Fund remains ai the figure of £30,000, 1o
which it was Increased last year. The Stock Exchange
Securities stand at their cost price, which is, in fact, some
£4.0600 lower than middle market price on 5th January,
1842, These reserves, fogether with the steps already
taken by reducing the Valuation Rate and writing down
the Ground Rents, have absorbed practically the whole of
the profits, which would have constituted a surplus avail-
able for distribution had not war conditions rendered these
steps  essential.  To avoid undue hardship on insurances
which become claims during the current vear, however, they
will be paid interim bonuses at one-hall the cash allotment
made in 1939—a generous bonus year.

That, Gentlemen, concludes my survey of the Fund's
activities and the results of the past years working—
indeed, of the past three years. They have becn difficult
years—years of war. There have been problems; there
have been anxieties. A great deal of extra work has neces-
curily fallen on the staff. I am glad to testify that it has
in all cases been willingly met with the utmost loyalty and
efficienecy.  Your Directors have not escaped iheir due share
of the burden; it is not, perhaps, for me to say in what
fashion it has been borne. The decision not to increase our
liabilities by declaring bonus awards this vear, which
naturally we all regretted having to make, was arrived at
only after many long and anxious consultations, The deci-
ston was unanimous. I am gquite sure it was the right
decision--—in faet, in all the circumstances, it was the
unavoidable decision,

I think on the whole survey I am entitled to say, in
conclusion, that the decisions we have made. and the
measures we have faken are such that we can all fuce the
still uncertain future with sober confidence,

Mr. Andrews said that he was somewhat perturbed about
the passing of the bonus and the writing down of the
ground rents, and that he would also like to see more new
subscribers to the Fund.

Dr. Mackie said that his only eriticism was that the bonus
ought to have becen passed in 1939 as well as in 1942, He
disagreed entircly with Mr. Andrews, .and said that the
reduction in the valuation rate and the writing down of
the ground rents were two very sound steps. He had been
a subscriber for over 50 years, and he was very well satis-
fied indeed with the balance sheet, and congratulated the
Directors on it.

Mr. Calvert asked if he could be informed if other British
Life Offices had declared bonuses during the war period.
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At the President's Dnvitation, Mr. Maudling, Actuary to the
Fund, informed the meeting that, with one or two excep-
fions, no office had declared a general bonus distribution,
but were paying interim bonuses in the same manner as
the Fund, but at a rather lower rate.

The President, in reply to the discussion, suid that he
disagreed entirely with Mr. Andrews’ gloomy view of the
position of the Fund. On the contrary, the Fund’s position
was entirely sound. He corrected Mr. Andrews’ statement
concerning the Freehold Ground Rents, and seid that in
every case where leases had been disclaimed the lessees
were fully entitled to do so under the law, and the effect
of this was that the leases so disclaimed were nol now
producing any revenue.

The President then referred fo the nominations for the
office of Auditor und Directors. Only one nomination
having been received for the office of Auditor. he declared
Frederick William Loveless duly appointed.

Referring to the nominations for the Directorate, he
pointed out there were six candidates [or three vacancies,
and although he was very reluctant indeed to suggest ihat
any candidates should withdraw, bhe felt that he must point
out that the necessity for a postal ballot in war-time wuax
something to be deprecated. He invited the candidates and
their supporters to consider this position.

Mr. Chase said that he considered it was to the benefit
of the Fund to have an inflow of new men on the
Directorate.

Mr. Powell, speaking for Mr. Merron. said he considered
%Wgterguard represeniative should be on the Board of the

una.

Mr. Williams stated that he did not claim 1¢ represent
any particular section of the Department, but rather sub-
seribers as a whole,

The President then stated that since no nominations had
been withdrawn that a postal ballot would take place. The
ballot-papers would be issued on April 30th, and the poll
would c¢lose at H pan. on Thursday, May 7Tth.

A vote of thanks by Mr, Morton 1o the President
concluded the proceedings.

CUSTOMS FUND

Life Assurance

£100 to £3,000

to members of the

Customs and Excise Service Only.

Cost of an Insurance for £100 under Table B.

Age 25 ... 3/6 per month
” 30 ven 4/' 44 ’”
s 35 ... 4/8 ,

Premiums are deducted from salary.

For Proposal Forms and Books of Tables
apply to:
F. T. G. HARRIS, Secretary,

Customs Fund (Temporary Address) : Beeches,
Royston, Herts.

CUSTOMS & EXCISE ORPHANS’, WIDOWS’
AND WAR MEMORIAL FUND

The guarierly meeting of the Executive Committee took
place In the Conference Room, City Gate House, on Tuesday.,
the 7th of April, the Chair being occupied by Mr. J. IL
Newman, Vice-President.

Minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed, and the
Hon. Secretary’s financial statement was adopted.

Twelve new members were elected, comprising threw
Officers and nine Clerical Officers.

Appucatiom were  considered for Lencwal ol grants,
coming {rom sixteen widows and onc wife The Committec
voted eight grants of £20, five grants of £15, and one grant
ol £10 to ithe widows. The wife was wranted £20 (R.27).
One application was refused, under present circumstances,
and another case deferred for further information. As re-
gards new applications, four concerned children, and four
were Trom widows, on their own account, Grants werc
made as follows—

1 family with 3 children -£40 per annun.
1 - . 2 N £30 o o

1 . - 1 child £200 ., "

i “ M 1 " £20

- ”

One widow was voled £20, one widow £13. Two applica-
tions from widows were refused in present circumstances.

Half-yearly reports on welfare of the children receiving
benefits were satisfactory. The visitors found that all the
children were being well-cavred for and were reeciving
proper education.

The draft of the Annual Report and Statement of Accounts
for the vear was examined and p'wsed Authority was given
for the printing and circulation of the Report o members,
and for the time and place of the Annual General Meeting,
The mecting will be held on Monday, 15th June, @t 4 pam,
in the Confercnce Room, City Gate House, Finsbury Sguarce.

Members luaned to other Departments have becn informed
already, that as from 31st \Ianh they must make their own
arrangements for transmitting their annual subscription to
the Iand, owing to the Treasury decision. They will also
have received an invitation from the Hon. Sccrelary to re-
mit their annual subscription for 1942 in one amount te the
Hon. Treasurer. 17 Room, Custom House, EC3. This will
save much labour and also expense in postage and paper.
A Postal Order. Cheque. or a Banker's Order may be usecd.
In the latter alternative please note that the I'und’s bankers
are The Midland Bank, Ltd, Eastcheap Branch, London

E.C3.
< SOLD ”

The * Pelagic  was coming home.

It was iwenty-five years since she had gone down the

slips. the pride of the Clydeside yard which hud built her.
an her useful days were over ‘and she was on her way

back up the Clyde for the last ibme to the breaker's yard,

From her after-mast a pennant twenty-four vards Jong
vireamed out; at the foremast head Auttered the house- flay
of @ famous line, and right aft she preoudly displayed the
Red Fnsign. Thus in all her glory she passed up river,
seen by few, acclaimed by none; her only greetings werce
the curtseying of innumerable derricks along the line of
docks.

Three weeks later the first sale of fittings was adver-
tised. The main item was one hundred wardrobes {rom
the first-cluss staterooms. They were good stuff, for the
“ Pelagic ” had been built in the days when the best of
timber was available. Messrs, Shipscrappers, Lid., with a
view to attracting buyers, sct up one specimen wardrobe
in the showroom.

Enquiries came in thick and fast, and the sample ward-
robe was eagerly inspected. The buyers were, without
exception, astonished and delighted at the low figure asked,
and the lots were quickly disposed of to one hundred
satisfled householders.

They were satisfied. that is. until the wardrobes were
cventually received in one hundred different homes. Then
incensed housewives discovered that the wardrobes of the
“ Pelagie,” in commoen with those usually supplied to ships,
suffered a grave defect in the home.

To be a perfect piece of domestic furniture they lacked
only one thing—a back. GEORGE R. STOCKS.
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The Lads o’ London

In last month's “Journal” I had the pleasure of con-
gratulating upon his promotion cur inimitable colleague and
friend, Flying-Officer Alec. Gerrie, R.AF., and now word has
been received that he ds muissing. The news came as a pro-
found shock to me and to all of his Iriends in the Depart-
ment. He participated in ihe daylight raid over Avgsheryg
in the latter part of April and failed {o return. His father
said that there may be a possibilily of & forced Ilmnding,
Alec. is a pilot and has been flying bravbers {or some maonths
past. Our thoughtls go out to ‘his family during this frying
time, and we all sincerely hope that he is safe and well
I had hoped to have given some good news of Joe Thompson.
who is in Burma, but a letter from his mother contained the
information that she has not heard from him since the
15th of February last, and I would that 21l of you remember
her in your thoughts, and Joe, tog, dwring this p wriod of
anxious waiting. In bis last letter home he told of the keat and
other problems that besel the white man oui there, but it
was good to note that his health was sound. Tidings of his
safety are awaited.

Max Dunstone has again provided me with a spot of
\mkt ink and said he is getting used io the Navy., “lIn
faet,” he said, * it is ouile pieasant tmttiu;z anbout the ocean
these days.” T've noticed that the weather has been warm
ately. Max in his letter sald that Ben Battle bad written
to him. and he is now engaged in leaching dizabled men
new careers somewhere in Somers: Truly an honourable
occupation, and one which commmend f to all of us. as
we ¢an visualise Ben helping to instil inic the minds and
lives of those poor maen a new zest for livi Carry on the
good work, Ben. Max concluded his letter by tfelling me
ihat he is a journalist—professional. tno!

There is another addition to the ranks of the Fleet Afr
Arm in ihe person of Junm Sherlock. Stalioned at Larne
%ince he was sent from London on detached duly, he “ joined
up” on Tth March last. Perhaps he will contlact Jim Sulton,
who ig also at St. Vincent.

Dick Jones called into the King George Dock office the
other day, and apparently the Amny is faitening him up.
Youwll have fo get the Board’s fzilor to run the tape over
yvou agsin ailer the war, Dick. What about spending 2id.
and sending me a lKne? °Tis always pleasant {o receive
letters from the chaps overseas, and an airgraph arrived
from Jim Dunn, in which he informed e ihat he has been
promoted to corvporal, and said that he now receives the
“CJs” regularly and passes them on to another Water-
guard chappie in his regiment. I wonder who s the chap
concerned! Will find out and let his colleagues in g howe
port know. Jim says football still goes down well even in
that part of the world-—the Libyan Deosert. Ia Newlvn
has now gone oversens. and asg scon as he lets mo know of
his whereabouts it can be publ

An Army officer collcague eslled at the Slage here on
the 7th May, b unfartunately I was out, and upon my
return he was nowhere {0 be found. Jis wife was svith
him, and apparently the Lieutenant was due to embark fov
overseas service. If the wife or sther relalives of the
officer concerned rveads these notes, will she or they please
communicate with me in Isverpool? Jack Sides met
Freddie Kippin up North and mentioned that Freddie has
transferred  to  the Royal Marines with the rank of
Let me know aill about i, Freddie, pleasc.
Or)e has 1o apologise for desceribing as a Commander our
friend Jack: he is a Coder. Yes, Jock, it was a printer’s
error. Fven the *Super ” raised the guery in Room 11 as
to whether you had received sudden piromotion.

Poor old Fred Harvey is having a tough time of il trying
to teach farmers' boys, printers, a dirt-track rider, and 2
dustman., ele (112 dbout the mysterics of searchlight work,
and added sorb it all. S very much near
home in Essex, n@ said there is {alk of substituting the men
by members of the AT.S. Perhaps he will have an easier

and far more pleasant time instructing these young ladies.

Blated at the fact, too, of being near to his home is George
Pearce, who left Huddercfield in February last for some-
where in the Mome Counties. Frank Dowdell and George
had a lengthy ’phone conversation some short time ago, and

Penfold, P. G. ..
Sherlock. J. Do

they have arranged to meel scon. Now in the sarfie Army
Diviston, it would appear that they never wmet whilst
together in the Waterguard. Jack Bushell went to Plymouth
tor a senior N.C.O.'s course and la awaiting the result with
some trepidation. During his there he visited the
Plymouth stafl, and reeeived o weleome, By the way,
Flymouth, T had the pleasw " sveetling vour Harry Lane
oin an outward-bound trooper lately. looking very well in
DAFE, uniform, although somoewhat sad at the prospect oi
leaving the old country. “Jack Tar” John Critfin has ex-
pressed a desive to retain his bhammock atier the war,

It has now been established that Ken Watson met his death
in Kalamata in Greece on the 17th of April, 1941, He did
notl suffer, the end was swill.

Mr. A, G Vigeon, P.O. has offered Mis homo as an
house”  His address is: 27, Park A\m“uv Sittinghourne,
Kent. Forces please note t addres W wteful thanks
are (‘x‘cendvd to Mr. Vigeon. Any more (»ﬁ@!“n please?
Blske, PO, has arvived in Liverpool from

. Les Ray., PO, has retursed home for
domestic reason In the neighhouring port of Runcorn Mr
“HBaron T Field, late of Loondon. and now of Cuwes, has
avrived to fil the place vacated by Roger Withey, and who
knows, the dart team may get going azain with M % Boodle.
Cozens, }{o]dpn Howard and Lynch, ete. to form the team.
with the “ Baron” once agaio as the skipper.  John Seotf,
who is on DD, at Methil, has taken unto himsell a wife. Best
wishes are extended to them.

A wedding of Waterguard iutorest 1<m¥\ place last month at
Woking between Laurie Fopard, Al who i« o wireless
operatn: on FMS. Furicus. the aft carpier, and o

" open

i.QHd(}]’L and

daughter of Harry Gatward, AP.Q., of Vicloria Dock. We
wigh them all the very best in 16 ; i life. Harry is

1 note, ,,nz; his bit in the Home G e tn see
my old pal Teddy Preci

Bill Farmer w
of work to do in Lm;dfm(‘r
ormation has been

ement thro

asred 8

received with regret of ihe ene
ill-health of BB Turnbull. We
spe that his health will improve considerably. and that once
again he will be able to render loval serviee elsowhere, Hiv
address ean bhe had from me upon applic
The and scheme 15 envisal fed by
Room 13, in “ Tower Hill and the Cus
itscif to those who are in authontv to ¢
matter. Custorms and Excise Sorcial and £
should bo directed towards that end as part of their post-war
planning. A Customs and )M‘ se Boorts ground, too, would
he ideal, and if the Directors of the “Customg ¥ ui%”’” nre took-
ing for a safec investment for some of {he funds at their
disposnl, they eould not do better thm “uink o few thousand”
t«* «“Mbm ?l o g tmm wxri I. : s CHub to purehnse snd
‘::m'h as the one thut

h"}' !mmzimom ie, The  Tnlund
Rovenue. enjoy at Grave vk, The intercst could bo repaid
cach yvear. The scheme is wort th thinking aboat

Lot's hear from vou then.

Til the Lights o London shine again,

ooy Chase. of
T should comimend
] nethm;{ in thes

tfw \)'\nl)(‘,(b of il

OFFICERS SERVING
H.M, FORCES

(Coatinned from poges 135 and 149, L 30

LONDON

Branch of Forces in svhich
Serving,

.4, 4th Indian Corps.
Roval Air Forces.,

Hoar, 1. R, .. Lieutenant Hampshire Regiment.
Kippin, F. . Licutenant . Marines,
Pearee, W. T. Navy.

Alr Force.

Navy (Fleet Air Arin).

S n‘)anwd. oW, al Aty Foree,
“v' ey, ; T, ) cor . oval Alr Foree,
Withey, R. AL F A/C2 . Roval Air Force.
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Southampton Notes

Wany letlers this month, much good news and some sad
news.  The sad news is that Davy Youdell is reported missing
in the FPar Fast, and eoupled with the lack of news ot Arnold
Batenan, it iz caasing concern and anxiety at this end. 1t
the hopes and wishe:s of their one hundred Southarapton col-
feqazues are granted. then indeed will sadness give way to
pladness,

Such news of Davy, coming immediately after the receipt
of his first overseas letter, was a shocek to us all. May these
have the opportunity of giving you the news we ali
desire so keenly of both of these gallant lads.

We were looking forward to reporting anouther small re-
uniort this month, but it must be postponed, as Ron Gree
haigh, busy on Coastal Command operations, had his April
feave cancelled. He is very well, getfing along in good style,
snidds vou his remembrance. Other R.AF. news is ours
i Dudlev Heat, George Gray and Les Twentyman, and it is

class. Dudley may be home by the time this reaches the

h-house or Service Station, as he has completed his over-
ceas training and, all being well, will have flown the Atlantic
from West {o East. a fitting climax to months of hard en-
deavour. We look Torward to seeing you, Dudley boy, com-
plete with stripes, very soon, and to hearing more of the
story so well pictured by your recent letter.

George CGray has commenced training in the approved
style, and hijs unstinted admiration for the R.AF. and its
cthods is obvicus from his closing opinion, i.c., * this lite is
zard.” We arve glad to know this, and we reciprocate your
good wishes, George

“Twenty 7 sat for his “wings™ final towards the end of
February. so we should have the result we anticipate in time
tor the next issue. Meanwhile, all goes well with him (as we
had a cable carly in May), and after completing his course
with the * Heavies,” he is now tackling the * Fighter” tyvpes.
Good luck, ~ Twenty.”

The R.AT. will probably be ziving Jack Welsh a welcome
as I write this, because we understand that Bill Martin has
booked a single ticket to Maryport this week-end. Maybe, we
shalt have confirmation from Jack for the next issuc.

Other Forces news is that of Alan Hobbs proceeding over-
seas, and presumably Mark Flynn (London); of Joe, still A.1.
and made more cheery by the reccipt of mail afler seven
months’ delay; ef Anthur Cheney, recently in the company
of Jimmy Agnew, and keeping very fit; and of Steve. now on
a course in the Metropolis, and liking the life. Maybe I have
been misinformed previously as to the merits of Bloomsbury!

May Day provided a pleasant surprise by the arrival in
Manchester of Jack Langford. but only for a few hours. o
had to appcar at the loeal Police Court, and I must say he
gave a very lucid display in the “box,” thereby evoking
tribute from the Magistrate, who imposed D.V.D. upon four
offenders. Jack secms to have hit the trail right enough at
Holyhead. and has also been able {o get oceasicnal Soccer
games there. 1 have conveyed vour congratulations to him
and to Mrs. Longford, for they are now proud parents of &
bhonny daughter.

The lads at home will be interested to hear of the well-
being of Tom Ford. at Briton Ferry. and of the exileg North
and North-West.

Home news remains constant, and recent air activity has
caused no harm to those whom you know. Current topics
are: Firewaiching, Gardening and Detached Duty, although
the latter is now a poor third, notice that!

We are glad to hear of our Launch Skipper. Joe Price.
veturning to duly, especially as he brought the proud news
of the D.F.M. award to one of his sons.

I hope to get more home news direct for the June issue.
thanks to a spell of leave before the next sunset.

There has been a swift reaction to Home Guard enlistment
in the North-West, and there will be no string left to pull
soon!

Those responsible for “ C.J.” despatch will be glad to know
of the grateful reception accorded to the Journals., as men-
tioned in letter after letter, by our lads in the 17.8.A.. Middle
Bast, South Africa, India, and on the high seas. A constant
link indeed. Keep it going.

Cheerio, Forces! L B.

Liverpool District Meeting

Held of the Comrmon Hall, Facking Hey, on thie 28th April,
1942, Mr. Hyland was in the chair, and at 515 p.un. the
mindtes of the last meeling were v NMr. Clayson pro-
poused  the adoption of the minddes, and NMr. Dinsdale
zeconded.

Mr. Neill, District Secretarvy, informed the mecting that
the question ol the payment of overtime on a Monday bad
veen adjourned on the Local Jownt Commitiee, but that the
Collector had said that any otlicer reguiring his overtime
orn o Tuesday could have it by making the necessacy
arrangements to have hiy namie placed on the Dale Sfreet
Form 203, After some discu n on this point, Mr. Dinsdale
(seconded by Mr. W. C. Hughes) proposed "that the Coi-
iector's otfer of payment of overtime where required on
Tuesday, be accepted.” ) ’

Mr. R. G. Roberts (seconded by Mr, Donnelly) moved an
amendment ©'That Whitley representatives be instructed to
press lor geneval payment of overtime on Tuesday, and
that all wppearance sheeis and Forms Z01 be transmitted to
the Landing Stage by the oibcer taking the tidal sheets.
and the whole be checked and certified by the C.P.O. at the
Stage or other C.P.O. designated for the purpose.” The
amendment wag carried amidst many appraising remarks.

The District Secretary read o letter from the General

Secretary 1 rming the staff of a proposed reduction in
Seizure Fewards. After sonie dis 1, it was agreed to
adjourn this item to " Other business.”
. Neill then informed the meeting that the Waterguard
rintendent hoped shortly to be able to withdraw the
civeular concerning the additional copy of ihe Inward Clear-
ing Bill. Mvr. Clayson (seconded by Mr. Morrissey) pro-
posed * That the matter be left in the hands of the Stafl
representatives, and that if .an assurance is given that the
circular will be withdrawn, together with a date, the Staif
will be satisfied.” The point was carried.

Regarding the employment of Preventive Officers on
patrol at the Landing Stage, Mr. Kemp opened the dis-
cussion by saying that such employment was absolutely
superfluous, as owing to the change in the position of
Assistant Preventive Officers being called up for military
service, he considered that there were sufficient AP.O.s
to perform patrol duty. A fair amount of discussion took
place, and it soon becarne apparent that the main objection
was the actual pairolling of the Landing Stage. Ultimately
Mr, Kemp (seconded by Mr. W. T, Jones) proposed, * That
the Preventive Officers now known as Patrol Officers be
called Contirol Officers, and be relieved of patrolling at the
Landing Stage.”  The proposal was carried unanimously.

Mr. Pollock further proposed, = That after 4 pon. the
now known Pailrol Officer be udccompanied by another
officer.”  The point was defeated.

Regarding Rummage duty after 6 p.m., Mr. Neill explained
that this item was placed on the agenda ot the request of
Mr., Henry, who was not present at this meeting. The
Sccretary added that the whole trouble was the difficulty
of getting the last conveyance home after completing the
2/10 p.m. watch. However, he had hed an assurance from
the Waterguard Surveyor that any officer could catch the
fast conveyance home, and that the whole question of 2/10
p.n. watches would be borne in rind in the light of cir-
cumstances which may arise. It was agreed to leave the
whole matter in the hands of the District Seécretary.

Mr. Shaw then proposed “ That this meeting put forward
the proposal that War Bonus be put on the basis of family
allowances.” Mr. Porter seconded, and the motion was
carried. It was further proposed that family allowances
be pressed for irrespective of war-time conditions. The
motion, proposed by Mr. W. J. Lee, seconded by Mr. Cowles,
was carried. Mr. Shaw then proposed, “ That in view of
officia] action in recent disciplinary cases, the Staff Side
take steps to see that the procedure as laid down in the
relevant paragrapbs of General Staff Rules be carried out,
and that alleged oftenders be cautioned.” Seconded by Mr.
Dinsdale, the motion was carried.

Regarding the supply of matches for official use, the
District Secretary stated that matches could be obtained by
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croving for them in the usual manner. The item concern-
ing the reduction of secrefaries’ honoraria was adjourned
al the request of Mr. Shaw. The item concerning the ser-
vices of Waterguard personnel in the war effort was re-
ferred to the Man-Power Sub-Committee. .

Under the heading of Other business, Mr. W. C, Hughes
(seeamded by Mr. Lee) proposed " That this meeting of
tiie Liverpooi Branch of the Preventive Staff Association
wishies to pluce on record an energetic protest against the
inordinate delay in the payment of seizure rewards in the
Liverpool Collection. Further, the meeling instruets its
representalives to raise the matter on the Local Whitley
Comunittee, informing them of the terms of this resclution,
and requesting that immediate steps be taken to bring
reward payments up to date, as laid down in the standing
regulations; also that instructions be issued to effectively
ensure such poayments being kept up to date in future.”
The vesolution was carried.

Mr. Ciayson then read a circular from Headquarters,
stuting that it was proposed to hold the Annual Conference
during the first half of the year, and that it was suggested
thuat theve should be no ballot for representatives, but that
cach district should send a representative from each grade.
Some discussion ensued on this point, and eventually Mr.
Nedi proposed ” Thal a general ballot be held” Mr. Clay-
son seconded, and the motion was carried.

The final proposition was by Mre. Clavson, seconded by
Mr. W. €, Hughes, and was thus stated: * That the present
mode of payment of seizure rewuards be continued.” The
motion way carried.

This brought the mecting to a close at 7.30 pam., with
the usual vote of thanks to the Chairman, Mr. Hyland.

E.GH.

“ Sunderland Calling ”

Forees!

News Iv now to bhand of another member of ihe silent
Nawvy. Stan GHE having reporied it and well, he is evidently
in home water, or was when he wrote.  As usual he writes
a cheery detier, and is looking forward to " Der Tag " when
dil s quicl. So are we, Stan.

The = Big Boy” dropped in on a surprise visit. He is
very fit and well still on the old job with the Rescue sguad.
He gots plenty of tun and excitement, though he reported
things being quieter af present. I had a very pleasant hour
with him. Come again. Eddie, yvou're ever welcome.

Jack Guston, now P./Oflicer, is or was at home on leave,
having returned from America o fully-fledged Fighter Pilof.
We are still hoping for a visit, Jack, there's a Royual Wel-
come for vou. Keep amiling and that tail up,

vsoof his passéng through a certain port on his way
ent me post haste from another old colleague,
whise movements and letlers are always welcome. Thanks,
James, I wonder if you can still drive a steam roller, or was
it a tram car?

Brian Horn paid a brie! visit to the office, when I was
missing. I secem 1o be always missing when he calls. He
has had a brief spell in hospital, and was home on a spot of
sick Tenve. We hope you are fully recovered by now, Brian.
Don’t keep us so long for news this time. Keep smiling, lad.

Charlie Scarfe paid us a visit, the last for some time to
come, alas! He was on embarkation leave. Well, judging
by the news, you will be getting that spot of action you
wanted, Charles, He is very fit and well, and is of the
opinion that the next five years will be the worst. We all
wish you a speedy and safe return, Charles, and * Good
Scouting.”

Tav exiles have all reported this month. George Simmons
= seltled at Ardrossan, having been joined by the better
halt for a spell. He reports an interesting and varied
arsoviment of work, and that things are fairly quiet up there.

Tie Bos'un also has fallen on his feet. He was met on
gz‘rivai by Jimmy Agnew, who soon had him fixed up with

1S,

Bill Sution reports all O.K. Having settled down to life
at Longhope. the job being varied and interesting. Travel-
ling is the bug bear, and from all accounts travelling is
tough. Another peculiur thing is, he is stationed at Port
A, lives at Port B, and then works at Port C. Nope, it ispt
1 Chinese Puzzle,

Frank Wilkinson has  retired {rom the Service after

Hello,

having completed some 22 years with the Launch Service,
and some 30 years' service in the Navy and Launch services.
He is hale and hearty and loth to go. 1 hear there is to
be a presentation to him.
In spite of all jerry says and claims, Forces, our flag still
flies high and the old shack stands firm. "
Good Juck to vou alll and a speedy and sate return to
tie fold.
Checrio, Forces, Over Lo you, Over.
Em— O 11 L.

Liverpool Notes

I was talking to a major recently. We do taik occasion-
aily to people about non-Service matters, even when on
duty, and hope that this is not that vaguely defined mortal
sin, “{fraternising.” This major was a typical soldier, to
whoin, as a private in the Home Guard (we have muany
more than L.B. mentioned in his note, c.g., Private Brown-
low, who scored a bull’s eye on the target of the fellow
next to him, Private Donnan, already passed for the Fleet
Air Arm) I showed due deference. He told me how his
wife and kids were blown to bits in London last year, and
made me feel ashamed of how slight material loss had so
occupied myself. He told me what our soldiers suffered
in Libya, and added, " Anything you can send them, the
merest word, will be apprecialed. If you only tell them
how our Maggie was nearly run over. these men daily
facing fearsome crises will be delighted; your scribble will
be passed round hundreds.” So if you can send uanyone
you know in Tbya or elsewhere—even in this country
there are some very lonely sites—a letter, do so. 1 will
say nothing about sending them anything else, for I huve
said I'll make no more appeals for the Comforts Fund.
But if you only knew what good had been done by this
enterprise, involving every section of the depurtment. you
could not, except through carelessness, forget the monthly
tanner. Arve the various =tation collectors doing what they
can?  And-—are the lads themselves helping us by sending
us their addresses? They get their " Journals,” we know
from the following airgraph letter from J. Rankmore
(Writer), 36 Mess, H.M.S. * Woolwich.,” ¢/o G.P.O.,, London:
“I have just received the * Customs Juurnal” for January,
1942, . . . It is two years three months since [ left those
happy days on the Landing Stage, and sonetimes it seems
a lifetime.” He goes on to say how much the “Journal”
(which really has shown n very high liternry standard just
lately) interests him, especially the A.P.O. stripe contro-
versy, of which he says, “naval officers are wearing only
half their gold bands upon their sleeves these days, and this
must constitute quite a saving in braid. Maybe a similar
Lalf gold band for the AP.O. would meet the occasion, both
in the interest of ecconomy and the status of the men”
Stripe or no stripe, he hopes to be back in the job this
year. "I have almost started to mark the days off on the
calendar . . . I guess we can last out one day longer than
the Huns, “Tties” or Japs, and it iz that extra day that
is going to do the trick. . . The Empire iroops that I have
come in contact with are a fine body of men, and even if
our democracy seems cock-eyed, one cannot help feeling
proud of being British, I HOPE WE GET THE CHANCE
THIS YEAR OF STRIKING THE FINAL BLOW FOR
VICTORY.” From this wonderful note I must descend for
the benefif of the Light o London and other luminaries to
one other phrase in this amazingly compressed letter: 1
have seen a number of ports since T left England, in dif-
ferent climates, and with varying waterfronts, but nothing
as yet has come up to the Liverpool systein.” Write again,
Juck, and any other soldier, sailor or airman from our
mob. Know, in very bad conditions, that many of us are
trying to do something. And remember that you are siill
members of the Association, and cun send resolutions for
the forthecoming Conference or express opinions on motions
from us stay-at-homes. One member named in the
“Jownal” T should like very much to hear from. though
he was never in this port, and T have not seen him for
years—Iieutenant Basil Tunstead. If he or anvone else
writes to me or E.GH., we'll be most pleased. And if
there’s anything, within limits, wanted, we’ll send it on.
We hoped at the recent well-conducted meeting at the
Common Hall to bring up the whole subject of the Comforts
Fund, but there were too muany other topics. C.F.s
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Tyne Topics

In Africa, I hear, one thumps a little on a queer sort of
drum and- hey! presto!—Marconi is put to shame. Will
someone out that way kindly bring back one such drum,
complete with book of instructions? It would be the ideal
present for a “ Customs Journal” correspondent!

From orthodox sources, however, I have gathered that our
six Navy lads are fit and well. Frank Cox is in Scotland.
tapping a key instead of panels. Ernie Elliott was in Shields
for a few days not so long ago. Jock McCarthy, now a
Leading Coder, paid a flying visit to the Tyne recently. Before
that. he was in Iceland. Jock Ness was very warm in February
—but fit enough to pay football for his ship. We owe him
thanks for his airgraph. George Wilkes is doing, intensively.
something mysterious in radio. He is still in the Tyne area.
Tug Wilson was growling about the heat before Xmas—per-
haps he’ll bring a drum? *

Qur Army representative, Ronnie Stephenson, was here a
short time ago ¢ cleared for foreign.” I don’'t know whether
he had an issue, but I hear that his orders have been changed.

The R.A.F. contingent, Fred Chinnery and Rockie Marsden,
are still in the UK. Fred is in Scotland. and Rockie, who
aspires per ardua ad astra, near the Metropolis.

Our best wishes to you all. amigos; if you will drop me a
line T will pass it on to local watch-houses.

The same applies to our colleagues on detached duties—all
thirteen of ’em! I hope to have news of them for the June
“ Customs Journal.” L.N.C.

Hull News

So little news has been available ef late that this column
includes news collected during the past three months.

The only event of note during this period was the recent
Aunnual General Meeting of the Sports® Club. The attendance
was extremely poor and the meeting must have been a big
dizappointment to the convenors.

There were no sports activities to report. The treasurer,
Mr. W. Thompson, P.O., was able to report a satisfactory
financial position, as during the previous year, subscriptions
were suspended and voluntary conmtributions substituted.
This svstem appears to be meeting with quite a measure of
SUCCEss,

Mr. R. H. Rayner, A.P.O., now on detached duty at Elles-
mere Port is, I understand, quite enjoying the change which
war has brought him

3Ir. R. Beswick, A.P.O., has been on detached duty in
Thurso for.some time now, and he too seems well pleased
with his war-time appointment.

Mr. F. Bromiey, AP.O., attached to a Training Flight in
the R.AF., finds the work plentiful but interesting. We may
expect to see him on leave shortly.

Mr. A. Thompson, A.P.O., who was on D.D. at Fishguard,
has been called to the Royal Navy.

Messrs. J. N. White and J. Lazenby, A.P.O.’s, have finished
their courses as Wireless Telegraphists and are now afloat.
We wish them safe voyages and a speedy return.

N.S. M.

DUTFON ONE-WEEK SHORTHAND is learnt in twelve
2-hour postal lessons, Send 3d. in stamps for first lesson
to C. J., 92, Gt. Russell Street, London, W.C.1.

MISCELLANEOUS.

BOOKS URGENTLY REQUIRED for B.R.C.S. War Hospitals’
Libraries. Please give generously.—Mrs, Allhusen,
Organising Secretary, North Wilts Branch, Easterton,
Devizes, Wilts.

BURTS OFFER YOU

SOUND VALUE, COURTEOUS TREATMENT AND EVERY
CONSIDERATION TO CUSTOMERS IN BAD TIMES
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In the BEDROOM.
A very handsome
Suite, finished n
beautiful grey
Walnut. The com-
modious wardrobe
is in perfect har-
mony with the

original designed
Dr;.sséﬁg t Table WELL KNOWN ECONOMY CREDIT

»

There will be less and less furniture
available, so immediate advantage
should be taken of our present stocks

BURTS’
TERMS ARE STILL  AVAILABLE.

OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY

BRIXTON :

BURTS

EEVRCEES (HARLES BURT LIMITED RENNNERIRD

The Great Cash or Credit Furnishers
Rugistered Ottice : 175 Regent Street, Wi

" EALING:

374 Brixton Rd., S.W.9
WEMBLEY : 74 High Rd.
HARROW: 318 Station Rd.

2-4 New Broadway, W.5
WATFORD : 37 High St
PECKHAM: 152 Rye Lane c.a.

Phonu REGent 534! mmmmmemmesmmseemas Temporary Office and Showrooms.
s

Write personally to—

Burts' Woman Director at 175,
Regent Street, W.I, or call at any
Branch for full particulars.
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profit while you save...

Did you know that special facilities for simplified saving are now available to
every Civil Servant? Did you know that, besides saving you trouble, these new
savings schemes also allow you a more immediate profit on your savings?

It goes without saying that the vital necessity of reducing personal spending
and of saving ‘“to the limit*’ is acutely recognised by every Civil Servant. But
perhaps you have not yet discovered the particular “Scheme’ which is ideally

suited to your special needs. If not, it will be well worth your while to investigate

4

these schemes, then go ‘‘all out’” for the one which suits you best.

prefer to contribute entirely through your Depart-

deductions-from-pay schemes

ment Group rather than jein in a “cycle.” For such
These Schemes are open both to esmblished and . N
Civil S Y. : cases, there are the simple methods of saving by
temporary Civil Servants. You can become a partici-
porary e means of 6d or 2/6d Stamps, or by making deposits,
pator in a “Cycle Scheme,” which enables you to . . R
re National Savings Cortificat 3% Def. via the Group, in the Post Office or Trustee
acquire National Savings Certificates or 3% Defence
a & Savings Banks, All savings made through Groups
Bends by pre-arranged weekly or monthly dedue- . .
. remain under your own control so that no difh
tions from your pay. At the end of the Cyele you . o .
culties arise if you should be transferred.
receive your Certificates or Bonds. .. but they have

already been bearing interest sinee the middie of

if you need advice ...

3 iod. h e v bei . .
the Cycle period. In other words, you are being In every department there is a National Savings

aid interest while your subscriptions are still . o ~ .
p ¥y P Commititee’s Liaison Officer, Consuit him about

accumulating. oy .
& the best way to meet your individual requirements.

If your Department has not yet got its own Group

schemes that cover “odd sums”

in operation, ask the Liaison Officer to get one.

Sometimes you may have “a bitextra” from bonus
or overtime to spare for savings, apart from your

regular contribution. Again, some of you may

Then you can enjoy the latest facilities for saving
with simplicity —and with greater profit to your-

self and your couotry.

save today ... and profit for the future

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL SAVINGS COMMITTEE
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