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Letters to the Editor, and articles and correspondence iJZtcndcd for publication should b.: addressed 
to the Editor, "The Customs J attrnal," 93, Fairfax Road, H on1sey, Lo11don, N.8. 

It is essential that all matter for insertion in the forthcoming issue should reach the Editor on o. 
before the Monday preceding day of publication. 

tC IU ll21l21E~lr 
OF all the current topic:; in Sen·ice circles 

undoubtedly "Cost of LiYing" takes first 
11lace and, with the mea:;ure of doubtful jmblici­
ty recently t::iycn to it, the members must be 
hard put to it to dcciclc on the merits of im­
mediate and, possibly, prcci)Jitate action as 
against \\·lsc conn~cl and preparation. 

The mind of the \\-ritcr r~oes back to the 
Sen·ice-\Yidc outcry a;ainst the 1111CJUitous 
sliding scale of adjustment of salary <mcl the 
unanimous and, apparently, sincere desire for 
stabilitv. it is not without \YOndcrmcnt, there­
fore, tl;at \Ye hear of murmurings (6,000 out of 
300,000 can hardly be said to have raised a 
shout) for action that must lead to the rctum 
of the sliding scale. 

The Service as a whole does not ·want to 
sacrifice stabilitY. \\- c want more money, of 
course, but we \\:ant our remuneration harnessed 
to something more static, more reliable and 
more just than the will-o'-thc-wisp inaccurate 
cost-of-living index figure. 

Any leader, Service or otherwise, can get a 
:-,how of hands in favour of more pay-the mem­
bers would be foolish to vote ot!Jerwisc, \vhether 
tl1e case was made out or not. Further, the 
average member \Yill not bother as to the 
method to be adopted; if the leader thinks l:c 
can get it, that is good enou;,;h. 

The points for consideration arc the desire and 
need for more pay, and the method and possi­
Lilitv of "Ttting it. The f1rst can he taken for 
c::raJ;tccL ~fhcr~ is a desire and there is a need, 
too, hut it is doubtful if anyone can prun: that 

the 11cc·d ;us incrc-<bccl since the index f1;,;ure 
11a::,::ccl tl;l~ ~)5 1nark tu ::,uch an extent that \Yill 
rend tLc i:•._'art:-'trinr-::..; ul tile T'rca:-.,Ur\·. \Ye h<)ld 
nu bl·ic£ ; the cxi~t:ng uuiair ba~i; of arri\·ing 
at a l~,L~t-ui-liYing ind~x nor do \\·c approye o£ 
tile tc1·1n< c,f c'-:l1...;uliclatiun at 55, but \\-c rcnlctn­
bcr Ca_: (~_)ycn;Jncnt"~ yery fin11 policy of 193-~ 

~ 1 1at ;--.~.cryicc n:nn:icl:l ation ::lu_,ulcl no lon~;;cr be 
1.-cL:Lcd le• 1l1(_;\T1llc::L,;; of cu3t of liyin[-',·, but titat 
culh\~liclz:.t;.._·cl rc1tilt1lc-.-aiion uf t.~iyil ~cr\·~~nts a:-; 
a gclH:ral <~:;,__ ~,\·i11 coElC Ulldcr CUll:-;idcratiun 
only in the li,~~ht uf auy sub:-·tant1al 
].~\-'-']:..; of rc;;1l1f1t_·ra:il)ll out:-~idc the 
!f the Scr\ ice i:-i ~~,,:np; to ~bi[t tl1c Cuycrn­
nH:nt 011 tl;i:-; i' :1~,_' \\T h;tYC \~Ot to brill~ ~UlllC­
thing out of t1lc h~~;~ dilTercn't to that \':1,lich has 
been firccl at ilcc stuhhcnn oppchition for the 
last few years. 

The poiPts at i·;:,nc between the CS.CA. (or 
its leaders) and the rest of the' Senicc (as re­
presented hy the National Stalf Side) relate 
to the time and method of remeclyinf]; the situa­
tion anc1. do noi re-late to the merits c;[ the cclsc. 

The CS.C.:\. (or \V. J. Brown) suggested 
tablin:c· fon!m·ith a claim "for pro rata com­
l)Cll~ation for tl1c increase in the cost of 11Yi11f< 
since con~n1iclzttion," \Yithont prcparatlo11, or 
con~.;u1tations \Vith tl1e variou~ executive coln­
lJlittcc:;;, and on tb._:_: ~;,ssutnptic_Jn that nH'lnhers 
of tl1e ~cryicc arc in :-;uch dire str~tits tLat they 
\\-ntlld :dacll~\- a11d blindly accept anything- \\~1thot;t 
a tlJOUi-:llt to possible reactions 0.ncl rcpa=,_·n1cnts 
in the fntnre. l'~q·;(Jliation:; based on sucl1 tactics 
can cnly lead tn hotchccl-ttp scttlclilcnts ac<l 
ultimate dissatisfaction. 
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The National Staff Side decided, within one 
of unanimity, against taking any action at that 
stage which would harness Service remuneration 
once again to the cost of living. The National 
Staff Side aims for something more substantial 
-something more lasting. The Service wants 
a long-term settlement and the Service will only 
get it by sane politics. 

* * * 
The Association's notice of withdrawal from 

the C.S. Confederation yvas to have expired on 
the 30th Kovember and from that date the 
P.S.A. would have ceased to have contact with 
National \Vhitley. Prior to the closing date, 
however, the matter was again under review. 
It was thought that Yvith uncertainty prevailing 
in the National sphere the situation would not 
be improved by the secession of even a com­
paratively small group and it was decided to 
cancel the notice. 

The Executive Committee (P.S.A.) meets on 
December 6th, and the whole range of National 
affairs will receive careful attention. 

* * * 
Vve have been asked to remind members that 

the lists in connection with the testimonial to 
Mr. T. Morton, the retiring Vice-Chairman of 
Departmental Council, :;]wuld be now returned. 
The actual closing date is Dccembn 4th. 

The difficult task of finding a successor is in 
some measure a tribute to the high standard 
of efficiency set hy l\lr. ).Jmton. Associations 
have been asked to furni,.;JJ nominations by 
December 7th, and the election will take place 
on the 1-tth of the month. 

* * * 
Copies of yet another circular, in Yvhich the 

New Pensions Act, as it affects different classes, 
is explained, have been sent to all Districts and 
should l1ave been made available to every mem­
ber by now. 

So far as those who arc eligible only to take 
up voluntary insurance fo~ \Vidows' and 
Orphans' Pensions under the New Act are con­
cerned there is no immediate urgency, hut for 
those who still have rights, under the Old Act, 
to insure for all benefits, there remains less 
than four weeks. Particularly we should like 
to impress upon ne\v entrants that, for the out­
lay of 1/4?. per week, they can be assured of 
benefits which include Medical Attention, Sick 
Pay, vVidows' and Orphans' Pensions and Olc! 
Age Pensions. No outside Insurance Company 
can offer you anything apjlroaching this return 
for your money and though at present you pro­
bably have no family tics, if you do not take 
advantage of this last opportunity, the day will 
almost certainly come when you Yvill deplore 
the fact that you l1ad not sufficient foresight 
to secure lasting security for you dependants. 
Members of the Service had, a few years ago, 
similar opportunities to that now offered to you 

and many have never ceased to regret their 
failure to act; their chance for full benefits has 
now gone and you have only until the end of 
the year. Be advised and act now. 

* * * 
Service football is in the news again. 
In the "Lupton Cup" London joins South­

ampton in the teams left in to compete in the 
next round, having won a hard-fought victory 
over Dover by the odd goal, 4--3. Our sympathy 
goes to lVIr. "Chick" Laccy, of Dover who 
broke his arm in the first three minutes of the 
match and our appreciation of a sporting gesture 
goes to London for allowing a substitute to take 
the field. 

Linrpool has yet to meet Hull, and Bristol 
to meet Cardiff. The latter match takes place 
as we go to press but the Editor is hopeful of 
getting it in this issue under "Stop Press." 

The draw for the semi-final round of the Cus­
toms Fund Trophy is:-

London \\'aterguard v. London Central. 
London Port v. Statistical Office. 

London Central and London Port were in the 
final last season and we are expecting to help 
to make a change this year. 

* * * 
The first edition of P.S.A. Diary, 1938, is 

almost sold out. The deliveries from Messrs. 
Letts should commence very soon and an an­
nouncement regarding a reprint (if any) will 
be made later. 

\\'e have been asked to state that the margin 
of profit (?) is so small that it does not permit 
the issue of receipts or acknowledgments of 
orders. 

Correspondence. 
The Editor, 

Customs Journal. 

Sir, 
In the last report of the Annual Conference it 

is interesting to note that with regard to the 
issue of mackintosh leggings, the Doard "can 
see no good reason for making a general issue 
of leggings." 

This seems extraordinary and hardly satis­
factory. I wonder what really is expected of 
us? Our work is very much "out-door" and 
on a wet clay our macks. and eventually the 
bottoms of the uniform trousers become soaked. 
Often it is necessary for an officer to proceed 
aboard a ship, while on rummage duty, and 
place a pair of overall trousers over these; a 
very unhealthy practice. \V e can only assume 
that it is the correct and proper thing to buy 
our own which is, of course, just what we do. 
But we arc a rotten lot really, because we all 
seem to ha,,e such diverse tastes in what is a 
good colour-match for the blue of our uniform 
clothing. I have seen all hues from fawn and 
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yellow through the various darker shades, until 
one marvels at the miraculous way everybody 
seems to have missed the obvious navv-blue 
match. Thus it is possible to sec a nn;1magc 
crew on a wet day-caps to match-macks. to 
match-and their leggings forming a rainbow. 
On rainy days the \Vaterguard ceases to be, 
strictly speaking, a uniform grade. At least it 
is no longer a uniform uniform grade. We 
become "quasi-uniform" members; a trifle in­
complete, so to speak. 

Therefore, the next time it is raining heavily 
please remember you have no occasion to wear 
leggings. The fact that you found them neces­
sary to keep you dry when coming on duty in 
spite of your good quality civilian mack. has 
nothing to do with it. Or has it? 

].K.K. 

Excerpts from 

Qtu.stnms Jfnurnal/' 
December 3rd~ 1904. 

THE P.O. AND THE JERQUER. 
T n several ports, and during recent years, the 

Preventive Officer's work has been augmented 
by partially and fruitless jcrquing. Often a 
petty slip of the pen or a trivial omission, is 
marked by an official query, when the P.O. 
might have been called upon to correct, without 
any sacrifice of discipline. Perhaps more dis­
crimination and uniformity of procedure should 
be displayed. Examples could be given, but this 
would hardly be expedient. 

The office of J crqucr is, no doubt, important 
and yet, in no position, can there be seen officers 
of such a variety of experience and rank. Is 
this just to the P.O.? Wreck, Registry, etc., 
are generally attended to by a Senior Officer, 
while clerks of short service often occupy the 
seat of jerquing. The result of this, it is obvious, 
cannot be very pleasant to the jerqued. It is 
meant to be a business check, too, and should 
certainly be free from all suspicion of caprice. 
It may be, that the head, or one of the seniors 
of the department, should do, not part merely, 
but all the audit of their branch, especially if 
the object of checking of work is aimed at, the 
discovery of serious errors in re,·enue matters. 
The senior clerks are, of course, experts, but 
they cannot be expected to know all the practical 
outdoor dodges. 

Whoever does this work, or how, the most 
important point at present for us, is that the 
P.O. should be placed in the same position as 
the J erquer regarding the supply of Board's 
Orders. This is only fair. Do the P.O.'s orders 
arrive invariably, to say nothing about circular 
letters, etc. He cannot be ever haunting the 
Collector's bookcases. Hitherto he has invested 
his pocket-money in "Hams," which, though 

a firm friend is not encyclop~dian. He has, 
besides, his instructions and his memory. Thus 
cqnipped he faces an antagonistic world, and, 
after that, the Jerquer, \\"ho on the other hand 
has access to c'.·cn" order and authoritY under 
the sun. - -

Considering all, the Preventi\·e Officer does 
not cau,;e the J crquer much trouble, who per­
haps must show something. Occasionally indeed, 
even the auditor makes a slip ancl the chief puts 
it right. There are none perfect. As a rule, 
however, the P.O. deals witl1, say, one of the 
useless queries, at the l,JCkpit watch-l10use, 
while tl1c lion ami the unicorn arc at rest, and 
the inward bound skipper tootles "Home, S>veet 
llome" on his siren. 

It should be remembered that the 1'.0. cannot 
carry the text of the regulations with him. 
Picture him trying to get \1]1 a ladder on a frosty 
day, with Board's orders under his ann to enable 
him, say, to carry conviction to the heart of a 
Russian skipper. Indeed, the Boatmen have had 
to fish him and his papers out of the· river, 
after almost similar heroics. No, he must needs 
carry the law, like a certain schoolmaster, "all 
in his head." These difficulties might, however, 
be taken into consideration before the issue of 
official queries. Many of the conditions of a 
case are of quite a different aspect a day after 
the event. \Nho could calmly com,ider pros and 
cons of a boarding· question, when, like a certain 
officer, a steamer's exhaust pipe was filling his 
pockets \vith water? To be fair, the atmosphere 
should be admitted in the reference. How would 
the J erquer manage under the affair of an ex­
haust pipe? It is a fair question. 

London Presentation. 
"PAT" CASSIDY. 

On Thursday, the 25th inst., at the \Vaterguard 
Offices, West T ndia Dock, over 30 officers 
gathered to bid farewell to ;,rr. ]. P. Cassidy, 
A.P.O., after 40 years' service. 

l\Ir Purser, was in the Chair, snpported by 
Mr. Stanford and Mr. Cahill (Landing Sur.). 

Old colleagues in Mr. B. T. \Vhite, C.P.O. 
(retired) and Messrs. Gotts, l\Ietcalfe and Page, 
P.O.s (retired) turned up to bid farewell to 
"Pat." 

Eulogistic remarks were made by Messrs. 
Purser, Stanforcl, Cahill, \Vhite, Gotts, Metcalfe, 
Page, Dilling, Sullivan, Precious and Stockcr 
of "Pat's" sterling qualities as a Revenue Officer 
and colleague. 

On behalf of the staff, Mr. TT. Leonard, P.O., 
in a few wcll-srwken words asked Pat to accept 
a small present, suitably inscribed, of a solid 
gold watch, as a token of their esteem and re­
gard. 

"Pat" feelingly replied and thanked every­
body for their kindness and good wishes, in his 
retirement, ami so another good 'un has gone. 
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Sunderland News. 
A well-attended Association :\lccting was 

Thomhill Quay, 

on the minutes of the previ­
ous meeting, the clccti::m of Officers for the 
forthcoming year took place, and the 
were elected 

Chairman-Mr. 
Vice-Cl;airman-:\l.r. 
Secretary-:\Ir. 

A.P.O. 

Whitley Lennon, P.O. 
:\!iller, AP.O. 
. Crosby A.P.O. 

a liYelv discussion 
of Sc.aliam Harlnur (a 

instead of tidal ~cltcn­
dancc as at present). Eventually, it dcc·ided 
that a;!reemcnt should be rccc11 ckd nu the 
Board's scheme of rc,·iscd and our 
\Vhitlcy to pro-
ceed 

"Other " did not occupy much time 
as some obscnant member had noticed that the 
lmnds of the clock \YCtT rapidl0 
the" \Vitching llour" of 10 p.m., 

closed with a nf thanks to the Chair. 
year, the Sunderland \\'aten~nanl Staff 

the annual C. & E. \V!tist Drin. 
Dance, 1citherto run :n conjmJCtion 

with the Long l\oom Staf'L The date is Febru-
1 938 close to pay-day!), 

rendezvoth, :\Ieng's Fawcdt Street; 
of tickets, 3/6d. sinc~lc, 6/6cl. d"t:hlc. 

dale and t~ckcts cark, 
to be a demand and number.< 

arc M.C. 

Hull News. 
HUMBERSIDE v. LIVERPOOL. 

The 1st round of Luplon Cup 
between the Humberside and I 
will he plavcd ;)ll the 
ground at \Voods Lane, Cottiugham, on \Vcd­
nesday, December 8th, kick-off, 2.13 p.m. 
/uram.;ements have been made to entertain tin; 
Liverpool team and at a 
concert at the Grosvenor after the 
All Officers and tl!eir friends are cordially in­
vited to the match and the smokinp; concert, and 
it is hoped that as of the Humberside 
contingent as attend to give 'JUr 

yisitors a \YC1cotnc. ~rransport arrange-
ments haye been made to cor:vey the 
team an(\ supporters to the gromHI at 
ham. 

P.S.S. Club Badge. 
To those we have to reply that tl1e 

matter is still hand and as soon as one or two 
have been settled, full 

given. The of the 
been fixed. 

Newport Notes. 
P.S.A. Annual Local Meeting. A good number 

of the local \Vaterguard Staff assembled at the 
Queen's Hotel on Friday, November 12th, and 
this is what they did 

L Mr. J. Helm was elected to the chair and 
promptly declared the meeting open at 
7.45 p.m., which was fairly punctual. 
(Meeting was scheduled for 7.30 p.m.) 
There were then present 14 members. 
Noticeable was the AP.O. representation 
There were 10 present. AP.O. Association 
strength here is 14 There were two on 
duty. Tum up therefore was 80%. Other 

to note. 
2. minutes of the last 

adoptl'd, and the following 
for the ensuing 

Secretary . J. T. Lyons 
Organiser:- Mr. F. S. Lcwis. 
\Vhitlcy :--Mr. A. R. Deans and Mr. 

F. S. Lewis. 
Auditors :-Mr. S. Steadman and Mr. 

J. Collier. 
Journal Correspondent :-Mr. J, 

Kennccly. 
3. Mr. F. S. Lewis gave a brief report on 

his visit to the la!<t Diplo-
matically he informed junior members that 
after five years' service, A.P.O.s will re­
ceive 21 davs' leave. Faces lit up. One 
mcmher wa~ heard to mutter, "\Vho wants 
1norc leave, Time must hang 
very heavily In the Civil Ser-
vice, the amount of annual leave yaries 
directly as salary and status. \Vill this 
member please note. 

The most important item of local interest 
was the discussion on "office accommoda­
tion." vVe had hoped for a new building 
but deadlock on this issue seems to have 
been reached. Obvious alternative is the 
re-construction of the present buildings, 
and then perhaps we can expect something 
substantial to relieve the present over­
crowding. particularly at the Central 
Station. 

A rather interesting episode about half-way 
through the meeting. Members suggested the 
usual 10 minutes interval at half-time. 
tion turned down and the business 
with. \Vho said that "Beer is Best 

By The Way. At the last ~lunicipal Elections 
:\lr. T. \V. Dawson, ex-Collector of this port, 
now in retirement. was successful in winning the 
Alexandra Ward ~eat as an Independent Candi­
date. And making the victory more complete 
'Xas the fact that l;is victory was an "Indepen­
dent Gain." Some members the local Staff 
did a little to help 1\h. Dawson to victory by an 

paign. 
him. And soon. 

canvassing cam­
we shed! hear from 

J.K.K. 
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Merseyside News. 
Football. On \Vednesday, 2~th inst., Customs 
met their old rivals, \Vallasey Grocers F.C., to 
decide the ri,;ht of entry into the semi-final of 
the J enkin Cup. \Vith t>vo of our regulars 
unfit on account of injury, we were none too 
san'-'uine about the result against sud1 formid­
able opponents, but after a splendid game, full 
of thrills, we were victorious hy five goals to 
three. After five minutes' play, Billington 
raced half of the length of the field to score 
a magnificent goal, beating both backs in the 
Jlroc·css. This earlv success >\·as soon nullified 
and at the end of twenty minutes \Vallasey 
hac\ piled on three goals and this score remaine;l 
until half time. The second half opened very 
evenly and it was not until fifteen minutes had 
gone that Billington scored number two with 
a choice header. This aroused the Customs 
spectators, who gave such vocal encouragement 
that the same player obliged with the equaliser, 
converting a centre bv Roberts shortlv after-
wards. - -

This goal seemed to unnerve \Vallasey, who 
began to introduce " feeling" into the game. 
Excitement was at fn·cr heat when the veteran 
Pollock side-stepped a vicious tackle and drove 
home one of his specials. Several otherwise 
staid of!1cers lost their hats at this point and 
five minutes from the end "Oulcl N eel" crowned 
a grand display by netting one of the old-time 
free kicks, placed with unerring accuracy into 
the top left hand corner of the goal. In a 
game where everyone did his part, laurels must 
he handed to Dillington, Pollock, Quine, and 
UrcJuhart, our new goalkeeper Ould Ned's cool 
head ancl clcadly shots saved the clay for us and 
>1·e arc looking to the semi-final and beyond. 

LUPTON CUP. 

Hull Match. This game will be phn·cd on 
\V ednesday, December 8th, at Hull a~1cl the 
Liverpool team ancl follov;crs will leave Centrzd 
Station at i:UO a.m., arriving in Hull Paragon at 
12.30 p.m. ajlproxima tely. \ \' c arc hopi•1g for 
as large a party as is possible, ancl all \\·h;; can 
travel >vill be assurccl of a real Yorkshire wel­
come from our I-luil colleagues. An intcrcslirrg 
game should he' \vitnessecl ancl Illa\- the bcttc~­
sicle win. The Liverpool elenn \~·ill turn out 
as follo\YS, harrins:· accidents:-

A Urquhart, T. T. Drown, \Y. Gray, J. \\". 
Dinsdalc, ~\. C. Quinc (capt.), R. L. \Valm:;ln·, 
S. 1Jixon, \\'. ~lcLachbn, l\. S. Dillington, }~. 
_1. Pnlkock, H. S. c\bblct t. 

J,\V.D. 

Without Comment. 
Always mistru,;t a subordinate >vho ne>·er 

finds fault >vith his superior :-Chu; ton Collins. 

Head 0 ffice : 
Thames Chambers, 

13, Beer Lane, 
r elephone: ROYAL 4279. London, E.C.3 

Changes in the Staff. 
to 29th November, 1937. 

APPOTKT::-IEKTS. 
AssisTANT Pru:vETIIVE 

I3cckett, E. \\'. 
Elliott, E. H. 
Holling;;,vorth, A. 
Jan·is, J. D. 
Lee, G. P. 

OFFICERS:­

Livie, G. C. 
l'earson, C. 
Roclgers, T. G. 
Walker, T. 

TRANSFERS. 

CHIEF PREVENTIVE OFFICERS:-
Francis, A. G., Fishguard, Swansea to 

Liverpool. 
PREVENTIVE OFFICERS :-

lJcnby, J., Burntislancl, Dundee to \Vhitc­
haven, Preston. 

Coff, R. H., I3arry Dock, Cardiff to 
Southampton. 

Phillips, H. L. V., Hull to Plymouth. 
Puclsey, \V. 11., Kirkwall, Aberdeen to Hull. 
Skinner, F. \\'., London to Southampton. 
Spencer, \V. C., Plymouth to London. 

AssisTANT PREVENTIVE OFFICERS :-
Ag-new, J. A., Scaham, Sunderland to 

Southampton. 
l-T arrison, A. H., ]\ cwport, :!V[ on. to South-

ampton. 
H cal, D. P., Bristol to Southampton. 
Lamberton, .:\I. I., Liverpool to Southampton. 
Stcvens, A., Crecnock to Li,·erpool. 
Strachan, l\. S., Mcthil, Dundee to South-

ampton. 

Pl\0\lOTIO:.JS. 
ASSISTAl\fT l'REVEXTl\'E OFFICER:; TO PREVENTIVE 

OFFICERS:-
I3oocock, A .. , l\orth Shields, 1'J ewcastle to 

Sou tl1amnton. 
K nox, _1., i\ orth Shields, N cwcastle to 

Soul hamptrm. 
Smith, J I. E., l\orth Shields, N e,;·coJ.stle to 

Barry Dock, Cardiff. 
Spinks, I3. E. C., London to Gra,-csend, 

London. 
\Vasp, H. A., Southampton. 

OFFICER LE.\ \T!l\G THE SER\~JCE. 
RETIREMEXT- PREVENTIVE 0FFIC.F:R :­

Brcnt, J .. :\., -\Yhitehaycn, Prcst1n1. 
DEATH :-AssiSTANT PREVENTIVE OFFICER:­

.:\)!l;·tlc;·, I I. J. E., Fa,·crsham, llu,-cr. 
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The Lupton Cup. 
DOVER V. 

It was a merry throng of about 30 that 
journeyed clovm to Dover on the 23rcl :'\ ovember, 
when the London \Vaterguarcl team met that 
of Dover in the first round for the Lupton 
Cup. \Ve were pleased to see ~Ir. and J\hs. 
A. S. Lupton, who tra\·elled down with us, as 
did J\Ir. C. J\I. \Voodforcl, our Inspector­
General, J\Ir. C. R. Purser, \Vaterguard Supt., 
London, and J\lr. ]. Merron, \Vatcrguard Supt., 
Unattached. Space wiil not permit the inclu:;ion 
the names of all the distinguished supporters 
but mention must be made of l\Ir. and Mrs. B. 
T. \Vhitc all(! Mr. G. \V. Gotts. These retired 
gentlemen seem ever to be present at all \Vatcr­
guard functions. 

The match >vas played on the Dover County 
Ground, which has a fine pitch set in delightful 
surroundings. London won the toss and J\[r. E. 
P. \Vhcttingstall, \Valcrguard Supt., Dover, 
kicked off \vith London having a slight advantage 
of the prevailing wind. \\.ithin about three 
minutes from the start it is to be regretted 
that "Chick" Lacey of Dover had the extreme 
misfortune of a fall which resulted in breaking 
his wrist. His place was taken by Pateman. 
During the first half most of the game was on 
Dover's territory. Dover's spectators certainly 
gave audible support to their team and the 
ladies present added their voices to no small 
degree. \Ve wonder, however, that when crying 
"Come on, Dover!" they realised that London's 
skipper is named Dover! 

From a throw-in \Vilkinson (Dover) got the 
ball and passed it across to the goal-mouth 
where Milligan only had the i];oalkeepcr to con­
tend with. His effort re:;ulted in the first goal 
being scored for Dover. A few minutes before 
the interval Stanlcy (Dover) sent a long pass 
to Shearer who scored the second goal. 

At the resumption, excitement ran high and 
Dover appeared to be a valiant team in spite 
of the fact that play still continued in their 
half. From the number of shots that were made 
it is really surprising that there vv·as no result 
from London. Davis (London) eventually got 
the ball and passed it to Douglas who ran 
through to score for London. On one occasion 
there was quite a scrum in front of the Dover 
goal and we really believe that Taylor was lying 
on the ball! \V hen things had sorted them­
selves out, cries of "\\'ell clone, Taylor !" were 
heard. After a time Dover (London) picked 
up the ball about the lwlf -way line, took it out 
on to the left wing and scored, thus equalising. 
Eventually Davis (London) brought London's 
score up to three whilst Williamson's goal was 
scored from a scrum in front of Dover's goal. 
As the result of an penalty Stanley scored for 
Dover a few minutes before the end \vhich found 
London the victors by 4 goals to 3. 

LONDON. 
Although London played remarkably wdl, 

credit is due to Taylor, Drown ami Stanley uf 
Uover who played a very solid game. 

\Ve imagine that it was aLout JU() wlw :oat 
down to tea at the Co-op. Store, iu the: lligh 
Street. Mr. E. P. \Vhettingstall, in a very 
pleasing speech, welcomed the London team and 
its supporters and said that he was pleased that 
the table was graced with the presence of 1\lr. 
and Mrs. Lupton, also for the presence of Mr. 
C. :1,1. \Voodford and the two Presidents of the 
London and Gravesend Clubs, namely, l\lr. C. 
R. Purser and J\1r. T. 0. Hughes, \Yaterguarcl 
Survevor. Mr. \Voodford said that he >vas more 
than ~ratcful with the snccess that the Lupton 
Cup has already met with. He spoke to Dm-cr 
about the Cup, its origin and object. Feferring 
to the afternoon's play, he said that he had 
enjoyed a good, clean and sporting game and 
that DO\·er was by no means disgraced by the 
result. Mr. A. S. Lupton, in an amusinf; speech, 
said that he hoped that the \\'atcrv,uard would 
eventually obtain a ground of their own like 
that of the \Yorking Men's College, in '>\·hich 
he is immediatelv interested. He expressed 
thanks to all and "his very c>:'"'d \\·i:;hes le• both 
teams. Mr. C. R. Purser recalled that after 
the Gravesend lnatch. he c,aid that ()le\ Father 
Thames still had another string to hi:; bow, and 
although during the prcsC"nt match :;cveral times 
his heart seemed to be in his mouth. the tide 
eventually turned. He cmHxratulatccl the players 
and ga\"C thanks to :IIr. \\'hettingstall and the 
Dover tean1 for a channing cycnin~·. 

Several others spoke bnt much applause \Ya:; 
heard wllCn "Chick" Lace~;, >Yith his arm in a 
slino- n-ot up to sav a few words. He :;aiel th~\t 
he had intended t.o say a lot but ne\·crthclr:ss 
he was pleased that London had won ancl men­
tioned that l1c hac! several cheap tickets to 
Liverpool for sale! He is to be conv,ratulated 
on joining the function when he must ha,;c been 
in extreme pain. 

After tea a pleasant convivial was spent at 
the "Queen's Head," nearly opposite. Unckr 
the Chairmanship of Mr. Gotts, several enter­
tained us with song and story and al tbe piano. 
The evening terminated with Aulcl Lang Sync 
and the King. Unfortunately, London had to lca\·e 
earlv in order to catch the boat-train back from 
Folkestone. The part\· arrived at ·victoria 
shortlv after 11, and all agreed thz: i a ycry fine 
day h;d been spent. 

Stop Press. 
Result of Lupton Cup J\fatch at Cardiff, \Ycd­

nesday, 1st November :-·-Cardiff 4, Bristol 1. 
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Preventive Service Sports Club. 
ANNUAL DINNER. 

There can be little doubt that the Annual 
Dinner of the Sports Cluh i;; dcserHdly one of 
the mo;;t popular cn'nh of the Service ;;ocial 
season, for, stripped of the essential formalitie;;, 
it is indeed a homely gathering of people drawn 
from all sections of the Department. Possibly 
it is bc;;t described in the words of a lady visitor 
who, from a long programme of social functions, 
marks it down as "that jolly affair at which 
J\Ir. \\'oodford is in the chair." 

The Eighth Annual Dinner held at the First 
Avenue Hotel, High Holborn, on Thursday, i8th 
1\o\·ember, might be :;aid to be almost a repeti­
tion of the previous one, except that with the 
passing years the friend;;hi)ls \Ve have created 
earlier become more firmly cemented and make 
the presence of Mr. and J\1rs. A. S. Lupton, 
:\Ir. and Mrs. J. S. Sutton, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
H. Holland, ~lr. \V. Christian, l\Ir. and l\Ir;;. 
C. A. \V. Sanders, :\Ir and :\Irs. A. G. Jl.lay. 
and many other old friends on these occasions 
seem part and parcel of the affair. 

It is obvious that Mr. \Voodford really enjoys 
his job of Chairman, and it is no less true to 
say that together with Mrs. \\"oodford they give 
the impression of being out with the family for 
the evening. ln sue!{ an atmosphere as this 
it would be impossible to feel any sense of for­
mality and, if the Chairman's remarks could be 
read aright, the provincial members of the familv 
\Wre with us in spirit ancl only distance had pre­
vented the gathering being three times as large. 

In proposing the toast of the Club, the sport­
ing achievement;; of the year were well told by 
M~. J. S. Sutton in a somewhat sad and 
whimsical account of "what might have been" 
if-but even this sad story only- dampened our 
joys momentarily, for when the Chairman re­
plied and warmed to his job of recounting the 
various successc.-' o\·er a much wider field­
tennis at North Shields, golf at Glasgow, foot­
ball at Liverpool-we felt that far from all being 
lost, the Club had not only earned many distinc­
tions but was assured of a wonderful future. 
Added to which, of course, we now have a com­
petition in progress fo;· the Lupton Trophy 
between the various ports which bids fair to 
become the most popular and exciting contest 
that the Department has known. 

To a\·oid repeating what has been said so 
manv times before to our fricncls and vtstt,lrS 
is a ~lifficult task, but with this toast entrusted to 
.Mr. C. n. Purser, we were treated to a very 
;;kilful ancl pleasant discourse of which the 
main them-e was that our charming lady visitors 
took a great share in the success of the event. 
Mr. Holland, who responded to the toast, is by 
no means new to this job and if, indeed, hi;; 
professed di Cficulty of ftncling new words for 
the occasion \vas a real one. it was not apparent 
in the easy and humorous speech delivcrecl in 
his own inimitable stvle. 

A high spot of the e\·ening \vas the presenta­
tion of the Sjlortsman's Trophy to the best 
all-rounder of the year--on this occasion a 
young member of the Club with only eighteen 
months' scn·ice in tllc Dcpartmcnt-:\Jr. D. 
1\alph, \dwo;e enthusiasm and zeal on the 
playing field ~l.lJlJCar to have no lj1nit~;; judging 
by his \-ariou'' acti,:itics on behalf of ti1e Club. 
()p11ort un; t:. \\a,; abo taken by the Cllai rman 
to hand the LujJton Trophy to the Club Secre­
tary, ::\Ir. \V. \\'. Bishop, for safe keeping pend­
ing its final destination at the close of the 
Competition. 

So to the dance, and here again the organisers 
had contri\·ecl to iutr(l(hce some nov-el features 
that hac! a gencr;d ;q;pcal and, although making 
the evening all too short, placing on it that hall­
mark which lingc:rs long in the memory and is 
'' splendid tribute to the excellent \Wrk of the 
Committee. 

That Personal Touch. 
Those of our readers ·who are making their 

mental lists of Christmas gifts would be well 
advised to keep one extra special address in 
their milJC!s. That address is \Vincgarten's, 145, 
Bislwps;c:atc. London, E.C.2. :ror many years 
past this old-cstablishccl hou;;c has been a 
favourite with Civil Scrvanb for its fine selec­
tion of je,xclicry, silver and articles for the 
lFJmc. Qui tc apart from the attracti\·e discount 
of 4/- in the £ which is rcfunc!ecl to all Civil 
Service ;;hoppers, then: arc two points to \vhich 
especial reference should he made. The first is 
that the courteeuc; ,;cn·ice extl:r:cled here to 
personal s!tnppcro; l:~.s lwcnmc a tradition; that 
it is appreciated, the \\"ine:~artcn postbag con­
tinually shows. The second point is no less 
wo~thy of being strcs.'ccl: \Vincgarten';;, being 
actual lllanuf0.ctnrcrs. o1)\ciuusly :-;ave the shop­
per intermediate proiih, and arc in a 11osition to 
offer that excellent ya]ue for mc•ncy that makes 
of shopping at 1-t), Bi~·,11up:-;gate, ahYays a judi­
cious investment. The bcantifully-produced 
catalogues issued by thi:; house \\-ill be sent free 
on request. They are \\"Orth the close,.;t study. 

Obituary. 
\\"e rq~ret to announce the death of 1Ir. H. 

J. Mortlcy, A.P.O. in charge at Faversham, 
which took place swlclcnh· from a heart attack 
on Tuesday, November . 9th. The interment 
took vlacc at Tcynham Parish Church on 
Saturday, Krn-emhcr 13th. A rcjlrcscntati\·e 
g·athcrin;.',- o£ \\~2tcrp,-uard OFice:·::; fron1 the 
Dover Di,lri'l attended, inclmb'g ::\Ir. E. P. 
\\"h cttin<sl;lll, \\'a lc:T;uarcl S11jlt., ~1 r. H. 
Fowler, \\"atcrp;uarrl Suryeyor, ~leo;srs. E. i\.. C. 
Hall, P.O., and C. L. Bmton, A.P.O., Ramsgate, 
J\lessrs. H. li.I. Eullock, 1'.0., A. H.. Taylor, 
T. A. 1\lu-;kctt, S. l'n\vcll and G. P. Fitzgeralcl, 
A.P.O.s, 1 lover, .:\lr. A. G. Vip;eon, 1'.0., 1\.idham 
Dock, :\Ir. D. E. Haigh, 1'.0., \Vhitstable, M. 
D. Salter, A.P.O., Sanclwick, and C1ast PrP­
ventive men from the district. 



292 CUSTOMS JOURNAL. December 4th, 1937. 

Metamorphosis 
Tcd Brown joined us in Bayport-straight 

from a wee v-illage in Lincolnshire. Big and 
heavily built, painfully careful in his elementary 
duties as A.P.O., he was all hut inarticulate; 
sav-e only when he asked questions. Some of us 
deemed him dumb and shook our heads cn·er 
thC? exam. system-but the P.O.s who answered 
his questions were not among these. 

Bob White came to us at the o;ame time as 
}ho\vn. From his earliest days he had heard 
Bow Bells and forswore that no good could 
come to any of the unfortunates doomed to 
live beyond the limits of the Underground. I lis 
banishment from Concrete Fields in search of 
bread and butter, howev-er, did not weigh too 
heav-ily upon mm. Alert, intelligent, this 
bantam cock made the best of his bargain. 

After a time these two, Brown and \Vhite, 
were seen together at times and in places. The 
Bayport Dog Show found Brown (a reluctant 
\Vhite in tow), almost guilty of enthusiastic 
cr,joyment. At the Bayport Charity Ball, little 
~-bite dazzled and danced his brilliant way 
while a perspiring Brown lumbered a very 
correct round or two. Digging togetber and 
swotting together for P.O., thev must k\1·c 
cancelled themseh·es out after a fashion, for 
they passed "en paire" ancl in clue ~our;;e \'.cere 
promoted. At their appointments ti1e: Fates 
must have been in :\1 arch moocl. for Dmwa ',\ ac 
sent to London and \Vhite to the twal small 
port of Deemouth. 

To the surprise of us all, that "~~"' ;,'1 tLcrc 
was to it, they just settled and more than one 
Bayport maiden grie,·cd that ~he 'ta<l t1'Jt betn 
asked to change her name to a C<•lour. 

Some years slipped by. Aboul a year ago 
the affairs of an obscure aunt, deceased, brought 
White to London in claim of his mild inheri­
tance. A 'phone call b.rouglt t Brcnvn hotfoot to 
the Strand Hotel where \\'hi tc, p lcasantly 
amazed at the amount a1nassed and left him by 
the proprietor of a Forest G;ctc' Corner Shop, 
had hung his hat. 

\Vaiting, V/hite saw through the foyer crowd 
a big fellow heading a purposeful p~th to the 
desk. Brown, yes-but what a Bro\vn 1 From 
patent-leather shoes to hand-tied bo\v, this 
trim man s110ke assurance, albeit hi•; former 
brick-reel countenance was toned clcm·n. \Vhilc 
\Vhite hesitated, the big man's roving eye 
picked him out, sweeping over the at11ple middle, 
the ruddy face and dc1wn to the hcay:: :;hoes. 
If his astonished mind spoke "Farmer \\'hite" 
he showed no sign. 

Their greeting was a thing of joy. Dt·aw the 
curtain. Some eyes, unable tn comprehend the 
love of man for man, do not favour such things 
and should not look Towards 1\ o'clock. dillc'cl 
and wined, Drown and \Vhitc cact round for 
amusement. After friendly argument, Drown 

accontpanied \Vhite to a new:;reel talkie on the 
understanding that \\ hite would go with Drown 
to a "club" later. 

I\lidnight found them, then, at a little table, 
half hidden by synthetic palms, at the "Hot 
Dog." They were, if not lit up, burning very 
brightly, and quite prepared to meet their fun 
half-way. A bottle with gilt capsule lay within 
easy reacl!. Suddenlv one of them, >vatching 
the, cabaret out on ti;e floor of the place, felt 
within him the stirrings of a faint uneasiness. 
Out of the corner of his eye he had seen a young 
n.1an, a tuost impeccable young man-one of 
two at ~' window table-~look twice within a 
few minutes at his watch and glance covertly 
round the room. He waited. The band was 
playing a tango now, and couples were slipping 
and dipping to the rhythm, laden tables ne­
glected. The stirring within him increased-­
ran up to action. Grabbing his brother P.O. 
by the arm, he hustled in a few swift strides 
to the cloakroom and so down the heavily 
carpeted stairs. Safely on the other side of 
the road and while his companion expostulated 
explosively, he turned-and pointed. A big blue 
ambulance ,,~a,; braking to standstill, the rear 
door open and pouring out a small army of 
J\! ctropolitan Police; the vanguard already three 
stairs up towards the "llot Dog." \Vithin 
three minutes the doonvav >vas hidden by the 
crowd which springs, in r:ondon, from just no­
where in particular when a raid is on. 

Brown and \Vhite were in a taxi, speeding 
tmvards the Strand, bemusedly thankful. 

\ Vhich one sensed the raid? \V ell, young 
man, I leave it to you. \Vhen you've worked it 
out, come to me for a prize. I'll give you a 
ticket for the :\rational Gallery! 

TYRCONNEL. 

As We See Others. 
On page 7 of "The Drums of Peace" we find 

an article lw Beverley Nichols in the course of 
\vhich he \\'l:ites :- "-In the most unlikely places 
(on the Continent) I found men and women 
who were eager to know more about the Group 
(Buchmanite). One of the queerest cases was 
a little Hungarian travelling from Budapest to 
Vienna, \vho \vas so excited by the first prin­
ciple: of "absolute honesty" that he produced 
quantities of smuggled cigarettes from his suit­
case and ran along to present them to the Cus­
toms officer. The officer \vas a very fierce man, 
gorgeously clad, like an animated Christmas 
tree. But he ,,~as so m~crcome by this unwonted 
exhibition of ltcncsty that tears came to l1is 
e>·es. He shook the little Hungarian by the 
lt.ancl and 01\YCJl'e that the occasion should un­
doubtecllv mark the beginning nf an /\.u'iro-
1-Iungari~n entente!" 
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Politeness. 
"French Customs officials are to attend a 

special school to teach them politeness. 
This is an excellent idea which might be 

copied. On the whole, British Customs officers 
are polite, but not always, and often rather 
frigidly so. But even if it is only a refresher 
cause, a week at the politeness school would be 
useful. 

There is no reason why tonjours la politesse 
should not be translated into English." 

News-Chronicle, 12.11.37. 

Such a cutting would be best put in "\Vithout 
Comment," which is really an abbreviation for 
"Without Printable Comment." On the other 
hand, it provides me with something to write 
about, which is something-or is it? 

My own expression of opinion (with censorial 
clashes) upon first reading the paragraph was, 
"What the - - - do they want, Do they 
think we're a lot of - - Frenchmen? Let 
them attend to their - - jobs and we'll attend 
to ours." 

Here, of course, we strike right at the foun­
dations of the British Public. They simply can­
not resist the criticism of public servants. I 
myself have often wanted to inform a bus con­
ductor that he's a public servant, my man, and 
he'd better be careful. 1 suppose the root of 
it lies in the fact that we think we pay the 
wages of public servants and, as employers, 
must have our say. Pity the poor 'bus con­
ductor who relies on my contribution-he'd 
have an elfin look. 

Anyhow, we cannot be compared with other 
people who deal with the public. To the shop 
assistant "the customer is always right"; to 
us, the customer is only right until we prove him 
wrong. We don't tout at a shop \vinclow, but 
wait, backed by an impregnable bulwark of 
legal authority, until our clients come to our 
counter, and when they come they do not 
waltz blithely in to buy something they desire, 
but come with a glow of resentment against 
authority, to endure that which has to be en­
dured, to cheat us if they can, and to report 
us if we're not civil. 

Even bare civility to every passenger is not 
easy. I have long since come to the conclusion 
that when a person (and particularly a woman) 
travels, he loses all his decent civilised instincts 
He becomes fretful, rapacious, unreasonable, 
egotistical and resentful. \Vhere we sec twenty 
A.P.O.s perspiringly wading through the baggage 
of six hundred passengers, he secs fifty impec­
cable, overbearing officers indolently chatting to 
each other, while he stands alone. \Vhen one 
officer hands him a notice to reacl. and at the 
same time reads its contents to him, he not 
unnaturally thinks that the assumption is either 
that he is blind or deaf. The final disturbance 

of his baggage doesn't ease matters. Is it any 
wonder, then, that our clients, for whom we do 
nothing, except to upset them, purr not so 
loudly as when they have been flattered and 
soothed by an obsequious tailor or milliner? 

In any case, would it be possible for us to be 
effusive with a passenger who may later be 
prosecuted by the department which we repre­
sent? It savours to me of the geniality of the 
hangman, or the feeding-up of the Christmas 
turkey. \Ve are not a Latin race, and anything 
beyond a "frigid politeness" to a stranger is 
not natural to us. It seems to me that the 
only possible attitude for us to adopt towards 
passengers is one which indicates quite clearly 
that we have a job to do, which we must do 
whether they like it or not, that we'll do it 
as unassumingly as we can, but that if we de­
tect them in an attempt to defraud our em­
ployers we'll report the matter officially. Only 
a courteously official manner indicates all these 
points. 

I think that the evenness of the demeanour of 
the British Customs is to be preferred to the 
variable moods of those of a more excitable 
race. They are like the little girl who, "when 
she good, she was very, very good, but when 
she was had she was horrid." Any person who 
deals with our department receives justice-but 
justice is no pleasant thing to the smuggler. 

H.G.R. 

0 Wad the Power 
\Vith the aid of science and secret agents, 

the British Customs authorities are rapidly 
driving air-smugglers out of business. 

In the past, enormous profits have been made 
on drugs, cigars, silk and rare wines smuggled 
into this country by private plane, but now the 
risks arc so great that pilots cannot be found 
to make the attempt. 

The method generally adopted by the air­
smugglers was to drop their consignment of 
contrabrancl by parachute to accomplices at 
lonely parts of the coast or in the country. 

The authorities, however, are now too vigilant 
for that. 

Another smuggling plan was to land at some 
i:oola tecl and pre-arranged spot and hide the 
cargoes. The planes then continued to their 
destination. 

But, to-day, a close watch is kept on the 
coast, and if a plane seems to take too long 
on the trip, investigations are made. 

Even petty smuggling by air passengers 
from the Con tin en t is being stamped out. 

\V ell-trained men at 25 Customs airports in 
Britain can generally " spot" the would-be 

smuggler. "The People, 21st Nov., 1937. 
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Night of Nights by Nod. 
Our annual dinner and dance wa~ held at the 

"Bug and Glue Pot" Arms, Korthport, on the 
22nd Nov. (O.T. day). A full score and ten 
turned up in their best bibs and tuckers. The 
-eh car park at the back ~was crammed to 
capacity, in fact the roof of the chicken-house 
had to be removed to accommodate the last 
1913 model that arrived. Chauffeurs in resplen­
dent uniforms reminiscent of our own, partook 
of their repast "below stairs." 

Our one and only vVatcher, Mr. Speakum, who 
in engaged on hailing duty, was employed with 
a megaphone to announce arrivals and to keep 
order at any subsequent stage, if required. The 
scene was magnificent as officers and their ladies 
arrived en bloc at 5.30 p.m., wLen the doors 
opened. One could pick out ]\fr. and Mrs. 
Uptisch, the latter 
of pink diamente, 
corsage with a bunch of geraniums. 
Her train was held up in her left hand while 
her husband's trousers were held up with safety­
pins. Mrs. Downham, too, was tastefully attired 
in shot silk and split flannelette, and she, with her 
husband in plus fours, made a delightful pair. 

Our ever-popular Mr. Codleigh, P.O., said in 
his opening remarks that he was sure that \VC 

did not want to listen to a lot piffle from 
him (hear, hear!) as we were there to have a 
good tuck-in. He welcomed Mr. A. 
our local tax collector, who had kindlv 
to be our guest of the evening. -

At the word "Go" we to and certainlv 
gave a the chef, :Men;. 
Casey, oE liver and milk 
piquantly flavoured with garlic is worthy of 
praise. The Consomme cl' Aquaguard vvas re­
miniscent of the prefix in our title. The winkles 
and red wine a note in the 
menu and, Beuf et found 
partisans, the Fromage et Biscuit (1921 
spoke for itself. The wine list was 
and carefully chosen. It ranged from cider to 
benzine. 

Many endeavoured to but the dance 
was already in progress. and :Mrs. Lovely 
gave a delightful exhibition of the Apache Dance 
and the attention that Mr. Lovely's eye required 
at its termination suggested that are past­
masters at its rendering. 

Mr. Marjoribanks-Smith, 
sist in perpetrating Mark 
the midst of "Knees up, ~[other "' The 
evening was about to terminate with "Should 
old acquaintance be a Good Fellow" when 
a number of rude fcllo\vS entered and 
sold us tickets at £1 each for their dinner and 
dance on 1st April. 

·Impossible Saving!! ( 13) 
"One man," said the Lascar. 

Watch House Yarns. 
The rummage crew were on board and in the 

pantry "dis-robing." It appears that the Master 
of the vessel had ordered a large cake to be 
baked for some special occasion, bt;t unfortunate­
ly the bottom of the cake was badly burned 
and the Goanese steward was lmsy cutting ahout 
an inch and a half of the burnt part away 
Said our hopeful, 

"vVho the cake, steward?" 
" King Alfred!" came the unexpected reply. 

* * * 
"C." L. 

A young P.O. only recently promoted was 
naturally a little nervous, and on one occasion 
when taking duty from a Chinese steward he 
noticed that the steward had signed his name 
on the duty-slip in Chinese. 

"This won't do," said the P .0.. "You sign 
your name in English." 

"All ' replied the Oriental, "I 
name in if you yours in 

* * * 
D.B. 

An old hoss of mine a iew years ago always 
used to refer to a case of whisk\- as a case of 
musical fruit. vVhen we were shipping bonded 
stores on one occasion I asked him whv he 
gave it this name and he replied, . 

"Because after sufficient of it anybody will 
sing!" B.J.B. 

* * * 
T heard tell the other day of a 

paying a visit to a small port. 
officer 

meticulous in all checking and required to 
sec everything. Eventually, he wanted to test 
the alarm. but the officer entreated him not to 
in case of alarming those outside in thinking 
that there was a robbery. The superior insisted 
however, and in a few minutes the landlord 
of the local hostelry entered with two pints on 
a tray! 

Gloves. 
Talk of it 
Rash speculations. 
Kid gloves for rummage? 
'Great Expectations.' 

Think of it gently; 
Someone has blundered. 
Think on it darkly, 
Your fingers are numbered. 

A nice brilliant yellow, 
vVith navy cloth suiting; 
A dark pair for rummage, 
Boys, arc we dreaming? 

God save our press 
But spare us their 
They'll be telling tl:> 

l"'ing IZong- -waves a 

THOPWEX. 
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For Your Note Book. 
The Hydrometer. The hydrometer is an 

instrument used principally for determining the 
specific gravity of fluids, though some of them 
can also determine the specific gravity of solids. 
The hydrostatic principle on which the use of 
the hydrometer depends, is the well-known one, 
that when a solid body floats in a liquid, and 
thus displaces a quantity of the liquid, the 
weight of the solid body is equal to the weight 
of the liquid that it displaces. The density of 
the liquid is ddermined either by observing 
the depths to which the hydrometer sinks, or 
the weight required to make it sink to a given 
depth, therefore it will be seen that different 
weights will be required to sink it to any 
marked depths in different liquids, the denser 
the liquid the greater will be the weight re­
quired; and if the weight of the instrument itsel£ 
is known, and also the standard weight or 
weights required to sink it to a marked point in 
distilled water, the calculation of the specific 
gravity of any liquid, from an observation 
with the instrument is very easy. The whole 
instrument is so weighted as to float upright. 

The hydrometer (Sikes' s) used in the Cus­
toms consists of a spherical ball and an upper 
and lower stem; the upper stem has 10 principal 
divisions, which are sub-divided into five parts, 
and by the separate application of nine weights 
in succession, completes the range of strengths 
from alcohol to water, each weight being equiva­
lent to ten principal divisions. 

The hydrometer with the 60 weight on the 
lower stem, is adjusted to float in proof spirit 
of 51 o of temperature to the line below the 
letter P, engraved on the side of the stem; and 
by the addition of the square weight or cap on 
the top of the stem, to the same point in dis­
tilled water of the same temperature; the cap 
being one-twelfth part of the whole weight of 
the hydrometer and weight 60, shows the differ­
ence between proof spirits and water, and is 
the standard as declared and established by the 
Hydrometer Act, Geo. III, Cap. 28, which states 
proof spirits at 51 o of temperature, to weigh 
exactly twelve-thirteenths parts of an equal bulk 
of distilled water. 

Operations with the hydrometer should be 
conducted with the utmost care, as a very slight 
error in its indications will often seriously affect 
the result. 

It is desirable that the samples and hydro­
meter should be together in the place where 
they are to be used, for some time previously, 
so as to equalise the temperature; where this 
is not practicable, and the thermometer on 
being stirred in the sample, shows a cliff erence, 
the hydrometer should be gently moved up and 
down in the liquor for a few seconds, holding 
it by the extremity of the upper stem; it should 

then be sunk until the whole of the scale is 
immersed and allowed to rise and settle. 

\Vhcn not in use, the hydrometer should be 
kept afloat when practicable in spirits or water 
to pre\·ent abrasion as well as contraction of 
bulk, from ;.;udden cooling by the evaporation 
of the spirit; and it should only be laid clown, 
when nccessarv, in such a wav as to secure it 
from being either bruised ur ~scratched. The 
observance of these conditions is necessary to 
t:nsure correctness in the use of the hydro­
meter. 

The indications should be read with the eye just 
below the hovel of the surface, the sub-divisions 
on the level with, or irnmediatelv beneath the 
surface being the proper indicatio-n. \ Vhcre the 
colour of the spirit or other cause prevents 
reading from below, take the sub-division next 
under that cnt by the upper part uf the capillary 
line of the liquor on the stem for the true 
reading. 

Before retmning the hydrometer and weights 
to their case, they should be thoroughly dried 
and cleaned, without rubbing, vvith a soft cloth, 
ancl the box itself must be kept perfectly dry and 
free from dust. 

How to Use. The operation for testing a 
sample is as follows :-

A sufficient quantity of the spirits having been 
put in a testing glass, the thermometer would 
he innnerscd in the liquid for a short time to 
di;.;cover its temperature, which we will suppose 
registered 45 o, now open the book of tables 
(Sikcs's) at the page headed, 45 temperature. 
The hydrometer with, say, the 4D weight on the 
lower stem, is nO\'v' immersed, and allowed to 
rise so that a part of the divided stem intersects 
the surface of the liquor, say at 6.2; the number 
on the weight and the division of the surface 
must be added together for the indication, viz., 
46.2, and on looking down column 40 will be 
found, opposite that number, 22.8 per cent. over 
proof. 

/\gain, if the temperature should appear 55 ° 
and the weight 60 should cause the stem of the 
hydrometer to intersect the surface at 7.4, the 
addition of the numbers would be 67.4. Now 
if the book of tables is opened at page headed 
55 temperature, against 67.4 in column 60, will 
be found 12.3 per cent. under proof. 

Inter-Port Chess Trophy. 
Entries should be sent to the Gen. Sec., 

P.S.S.C., before December 25th, please Teams 
of four players drawn from one Port of District 
under the supervision of a \Vaterguard Superin­
tendent. If the team entering is not composed 
of members of the Chess Section, P.S.S.C., the 
entrance fee is 6d. for every player. 
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Preventive :Service Sports Club. 
CHESS SECTION. 

168. 

WHITE. 
\Vhitc Play and Will. 

Solution to l\o. 167-
1. B-Kt 5 eh. Kx 13. 
2. Kt-Q6 mate. 

Post Office Sanatorium Society. 
All grades of Civil Servants, both permanent 

and temporary, arc eligible for membership. The 
subscription is 4/4d. per annum for weekly­
paid staff, and 5/- per annum for salaried staff, 
which may be deducted from salary. The Society 
exists to combat tuberculosis amongst the staff 
and the followin~ are the benefits given:-

(a) Free treatment without limit after a year's 
membership. 

(b) No payment \Yhatevcr for medical or 
other fees apart from subscription; 

(c) Treatment in Sanatoria in Locality re­
commended by member's own doctor 
either in the United Kingdom or, in selec­
ted cases, in Svvitzerland; 

(d) Specialist's consultation without charge, 
in active cases or in cases of suspicion; 

(c) Free travelling to and from the selected 
Institution; 

(f) Financial and other assistance in "after 
care. An additional benefit adopted this 
year. The object being to assist members 
who have been superannuated as a result 
of T.B. To maintain their l10mes; to 
provide additional nourishment; to 
assist in preparing for some form of em­
ployment; to assist to cover the period 
seeking other employment; to help finance 
a business or in any way that the Com­
mittee may deem suitable in each indivi­
dual case. 

Existing members paying 3/- per annum arc 
eligible to benefit under the new scheme, but 
it is hoped that all existing members will 
voluntarily increase to 5!- or 4/4d. according to 
whether they are salaried or weekly paid staff. 

Over 300 cases of Tuberculosis in the Civil 
Service are dealt with annually. A case for 
treatment costs on the average £80 to £100. 

Anyone desirous of joining this Society or in­
creasing their subscriptions, please communicate 
either with Mr. 1\'atson, Secretary, Post Office 
Sanatorium Society, Lion House, Red Lion 
Street, \'\'.C.!, or J. \V. Howe, Secretary, C. & 
E. Constituency, Registry, Custom House, 
E.C.3. 

All Ye Who Pass This Way-
IN OCR LAST ISSUE WAS ANNOUNCED 

THE DEATH or: THE LIVERPOOL BULLETIN. 
BuT OXE TTil:'\fG IT ADYOCATED SHOULD 
XOT DIE. THY!' WAS "\ "DRIVE" FOR 

!IIORE SCl'PURT FOI< THE SOCIAL SER\'lCE 
MO\'E:,!E:\T. RL\LlSING THAT MONEY 
AT THIS TIHE OF THE YEAR IS 
"TIGHT" \YE ,\RE 1\L\.KING A COLLECTION OF 

OLD CLOTHES-,-LT:\IFORJ\I AND CIVILIAN­

BOOKS, ETC. l'LE.\SE T.\KE THIS SERIOCSLY. 

FOR SOME l{E.\SOX, ANYOXE \\"HO RECOGNISES 

TIL\T TilE POOR £1R£ l'OOR IS CALLED "A 

SOCL\LI:3T, BUT ONE DOES NOT R\ \'E TO BE 

.\ SOCIALIST Tll KNOW THAT THE ILLS OF TJIE 

I'EOI'LE IN THE DEPRESSED ,\REAS ,\l<E 

ECONO:\f l C, ,\I\D LARGE-SCALE I'OLlTIC\L 

J\IE\Sl"l'.ES ,\l{E NEEDED TO ABOLISH THE:\I; m,:T 

''0.:\TETH I NG C\='; BE ])CJNE. IF ,\ 1\L\N \L\S 

I!UNGRY ,\ND \\TrHOUT CLOTHES 0:1" YU\"R 

DOORSTEP YOlT \\"OI_"LD NOT JTESl"L\TE TO HELl' 

IIIJ\I. 1\J~CXL">E Hit: DO 'COT D,\!LY :-:EE TilE 

lVfJSERYJ DOE~; ~OT 11E.\N I'T' IS XOT THERE 

JCST THE ;;,\ME .\:\D }'0 U C\:'\f DO SO:\IETIIINC 

,\BOCT IT. /U<R,\X<;El'IIENTS ARE JI.L\DE FOI{ 

COLLECTION, ,\ND TilE SOCL\L COM:\!ITTEE 

WILL P,\Y THE I'OS'L\L EXPENSES. Vv'E l"SE 

THE "JouRN,\L" SO THAT THIS NOTICE 1\L\Y 

lL\ YE ,\ \\" lDE CIRCL:L\TION lN Ll \'ER POOL 

AND TO I:'-JCITE OTHER PORTS TO IJI.UTXl'E. IF 
YOU K;-;ow A NON-RK\DER OR NOX-ME1\Il3ER 

(THE TERMS ARE NOT SYNONYMOUS) CALL HIS 

ATTENTION TO TillS CHRISTMAS AP!'E,\L. 

Christmas Toy Appeal. 
Altlwu~~l! the list is closPd on Satun1ay, mem­

bers will ;;till he able to find \Yays and means of 
addin~i their quota to this splendid gc:;ture. Last 
Year we helped lo :~laclclcn over 24,000 little 
hearts. 

Fro;n S Jl.m. Clll 1\'cdncsclay, Rth llcccmbcr 
until Fricb,. tltc J(l\lt, the m;ls:;ccl exhibition of 
tl1c toys will he on view in the courtyard, India 
Office, \Vhitchall. lt will be a brave sight. 


