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;\t the last meeting of the Joint Committee 
(C. & E. a detailed report was 
U\'Cn ot tl:e recent Conference held in London :m this subject and, whilst it is not the intention 
o! the Committee at this iuncture to initiate 
action. nevertheless the ~ituation !S being 
watched very closely. 

* * 
\Vhen the Annual Report of the C. & E. 

Se cia! Service Association is presented at the 
Meeting on 26th the members will 

surprise at the steady growth 
am: income, and still further 

of the extended scope of 
over a widened area. 

centres on the Associa-
noted several additions in 

K orthern Irelar.d and 
question of Holiday Camps for 

t<!Hclllpluyed men and their famihes is receiving 
close <'.ttenliou and it is hoped to extend last 

car's effort. 

The football match between Cumberland Un­
and the Civil Service is attracting a 

attention and the tickets (!/-, 2/- and 
selling at such a rate that normal 

;;fternoon conditions may be expected 
at 6 p.m. on April 20th. 

It is announced that H.R.I-f. Duke of Kent 
has promised to be present and, to add further 
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interest to the match, Mr. Alex James the 
famous footballer will be the rtferee. 

* * * * 
Tbe Horticultural Society's Annual Dinner on 

tbe 19th ).farch vvas a very pleasant affcir. In 
spite of the smaller numbers (or pc)ssibly 
l::ecause of this) the function was quite up to 
the high standard of previous dinners even in 
the limited accommodation. 

Mr. C. H. Middleton, N.D.H., of the I3.B.C., 
in proposing the toast of the Society in his in­
imitable style, referred to several amusing 
incidents in bis contacts witb this Department 
as an Inspector of the ~finistry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. The Chairman, 1Ir. J. VI. 
Butcher, replied for the Society. 

* * * * 
The fact that these notes are shorter than 

usual is due to the incidence of the Easter 
Holidays and the fact that the clay of going to 
press has been brought forward to ensure 
despatch on the 25th instant. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland 
Area. 

Gentlemen, 

Will any member in the above area who has 
not already forwarded his views on the Re­
organisation to me be good enough to do so 
before the half-yearly Conference. There may 
be a few members whom I have overlooked. 

Yours faithfully, 

104, Mosspark Oval, 
Moss park, 

Glasgow. 

R. ~T. I\lURRAY. 

The C. & E. Dramatic Society. 
Encouraged by a recent experiment in the 

Edgar \Vallace line ("The Ringer"), the 
C. & E. Dramatic Society is attempting to go 
one better by way of enlisting and retaining 
your interest, and will present " ON THE 
SPOT," as its next venture. 

This vi,·id play will be presented on 13th and 
14th April next (Tuesday and \Vednesday), at 
The Cripplegate Theatre, Golden Lane, London, 
E.C.1, at 7.45 p.m. 

The Box Office Manager is Mr. A. J. Doust, 
19, Ocean House, London, E.C.3. You may book 
seats. Prices arc 1/-, 1/6, 2/6 and 3/6 inclusive. 

Head Office: 
Thames Chambers, 

13, Beer Lane, 
London, E.C.3. 

Telephone: ROYAL 4279. 
President: W. E. STAND RING. 
General Secretary : 'vV. H. PoWELL. 
Organising Secretary: A. E. FARMER. 

Assistant Secretary : H. L. BoALCH. 

Changes in the Staff. 
TO 15th MARCH, 1937. 

APPOlNT),lENTS. 
AssiSTANT PREVENTIVE 0FFICEHS :­

Goodfellow, J. W. 
Layton, E. S. 

TRANSFERS. 
AssiSTANT INSPECTOR, \YATEHGUARD :-

Lewin, H.. P., Unattached to Ofl1ce of In­
spector-General of \Vaterguard. 

\'VATERGUARD SuPERINTENDENT:-

O'Flynn, 2\1. P., Unattached to Plymouth. 
PREVENTIVE 0FFICEFS :-

Buchanan, V'/. \V., \\"eynwuth, Southampton 
to ivialclon, lps\\'ich. 

Hoare, J., Cardiff to \\"cymouth, 
Southampton. 

AssiSTANT PREVEKTIVE OFFICERS:-

Alien, II. \V., \Vest HartlqJOol, Sunderland 
to Hull. 

Ferenbach, J. P., Troon, Greenock to 
Burntisland, Dundee. 

PROi\lOTIOKS. 
AssisTANT INsPECTOR TO lNsl'ECTOlc :-

Kerr, J., Office of Insjlector-Gcneral of 
W a tcrguard. 

WATERGUARD SURVEYOR TO AsSISTANT INSPECTOR, 

UNATTACHED ;-

Griffin, A., Preston. 
CHIEF PREVENTIVE OFFICER TO \VATERGUARD SuR­

VEYOR, UNATTACHED:-

Matheson, D., Glasgow. 

OFFICERS LEAVING THE SERVICE. 
RETIREMENTS. 

INSPECTOR:-

Roberts, VI/. J., Office of Inspector-General 
of Waterguard. 

PHEVENTIVE OFFICER:-

Phillips, H. M., Salcombc, Plymouth. 

RESIGXATION. 
AssiSTANT PREVENTIVE OFFICER:­

Flower, K., Holy head, Chester. 
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Customs and Excise 
Departmental Whitley Council. 

The one hundred and ninety-third meeting of 
the Council was held at the Custom House, 
E.C.3, on \Veclnesday, 24th February, 1937, the 
Chair being taken by Sir G. Evclyn P. 1Iurray, 
K.C.D., Chairman of the Board of Customs and 
Excise. 
Remuneration and Establishment. 

The only item under tl1is heading which came 
up for treatment arose on the resumed discus­
sion of the daily rate to be paid to an Extra­
man employed at a Land Boundary Station, and 
the Stali Side maintained their attitude that the 
employment of this man on the duties of a 
Land Preventive :Man justified as a minimum 
the award of 9s. 3d. per 8-hour day-one-sixth 
of the weekly wage of a Land Preventive Man. 
The Official Side stated that they were not pre­
pared to ad,·ance beyond the offer of 7 s. 6d. per 
day made at the previous meeting, representing 
an increase of ls. lOci. per day, and disagreement 
was recorded. 
Staffing and Methods of Work. 

The bulk o£ the discussion arose under this 
heading, and, after a resmnc of the present 
position, the questions of the control and 
staffing at Gatwick and Gravesend Aerodromes 
were re-adjourned for three months. Excise 
Station schemes in Cardiii and Aberdeen Collec­
tions were apprO\Tcl, and \Voman Pension 
Officer schemes in Birmingham were ratified. 
After further discussion, the schemes for 
London Central Export Stations were re­
adjourned, the Staff Side desiring further exami­
nation of the time value basis of the schemes, 
and the Official Side desiring investigation of 
the relief question. Two established and one 
unestablished Paver-Kecper 11osts were agreed 
upon for Headquarters' Offices, and a Secre­
taries' Office agreement changing the titles of 
the Chief and Deputy Chief of the Intelligence 
Branch to Chief of Intelligence Branch (Assis­
tant Secretary) and Dcp'Jty Chid of Intelligence 
Branch (Principal) was approyed. 

On resumption of the discussion on the 
scheme of attendance at ::-,rarkinch Station the 
Official Side said that the approved scheme was 
now in operation, but during the season of 
Christmas pressure it !'ad been uecessarv to 
operate a different scher re. It was hnped. that 
additional warehouse space would obviate the 
necessity for extended attendances in future. 
The Staff Side urged that all efforts should be 
made to limit extemled workin~." as far as 
possible, and that Jlropcr discussi011 should be 
afforded in respect of anv future schemes of 
attendances varying the ~greed arrangement. 
A locally agreed scheme of rotation of duties 
in Leith Collection "\Yas ratified on the under­
standing that tl1e arrangement was subject to 

the provisions of General Order 12/1933-this 
matter having been adjourned for the Official 
Side at the previous meeting. 

A further item previously adjourned was the 
Newcastle disagreement on an Official Side pro­
posal for the introduction of a temporary 
scheme for Newcastle Port as an experimental 
measure. 

The Official Side said that the experimental 
temporary scheme upon which disagreement had 
been reached locally was actually in operation, 
and that it was hoped to produce firm staffing 
proposals in the near future. It was essential 
that decentralisation to at least five points of 
operation should be introduced, and the work­
ing of the present experiment on a partial 
application of the ultimate decentralisation 
would afford a valuable guide to future staffing 
requirements. Confirmation of the disagreement 
seemed the best course to take. The Staff Side 
pointed out that the local Staff Side had in fact 
tabled proposals of their own on a three-point 
operation basis, and that these proposals did 
not appear to have been discussed. They could 
not avoid sharing the apprehension of the local 
Staff Side upon the possible accommodation 
difficulties ami upon the locally expressed views 
as to reduction of staff. 

The Official Side said that at least five points 
of control were essential to the proper working 
of the Port, that local Staff Side representa­
tions \vould be considered in the normal way, 
that they were convinced that the office accom­
modation points could be met, and that they had 
an open mind on the question of the ultimate 
staffing requirements. 

The disagreement was then confirmed. 
Instructions-Headquarters' Treatment. 

The Staff Side referred to the agreement in 
1931 when the revision of Instructions, General 
Orders, etc., was delegated to a Secretaries' 
Office Committee, and stated llrat they under­
stood a change was being made. Tire Official 
Side replied that they were proposing to put 
the matter of revision of all instructions in the 
charge of an Assistant Secretary with power 
to consult whomsucvcr \Vas concerned. The 
responsibility would thus be centralised in one 
individual. 

The Staff Side had no comments to offer and 
asked that a record might be made in the 
minutes. 
Promotion-Controlling Grade Vacancy. 

The Staff Side drew attention to a vacancy 
in the Controlling Grade and asked when inter­
views might be expected in connection there­
with. The Official Side replied that owing to 
the incidence of forthcoming retirements they 
had considered it advisable to defer the inter­
views for a time, but they would be held in 
April and any vacancy would be filled shortlv 
thereafter. " 
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Glasgow Presentation. 
At an informal gathering of the ~talT in 

Mavisbank on Thursday, February 25th, Mr. 
David M athcson was the recipient of gifts and 
sincere good wishes to mark hie; promoiion to 
the rank of \Vaterguard Survcn>r. :t-J r. F. F. 
Shannon, P.O., oc~upied the ~chair, and the 
presentation of a Rolls Razor, a Parker Foun­
tian Pen and a Thorens lighter was made by 
the " Super," Mr. Ross. 

Messrs. Gibson, Shannon, Kavanagh and 
Caley expressed the good wishes of the P.O. 
grade and Messrs. Kenncdy ami Stcvvart, 
A.P.O.s, testified to the consideration and en­
couragement which Mr. ::\Tatheson had given at 
all times to the A.l'.O.s. l\f r. C:ostaine, C:.P.O., 
recalled old clays in Hull with ).lr. J\1atheson, 
who had been his tutor for the P.O.'s exam., 
and joined his own good ,,·ishes for ).fr. M a the­
son's future success to those of the Glasgo\Y 
Staff. 

In reply, Mr. Mathcson said that this was 
one of the few occasions which found him at 
a loss for words. He could onl,1 thank the 
staff for their gifts and expressions of good 
will, and assure them that he \Youl<l always 
have happy memories of his sojourn on the 
banks of the Clyde. 

Cardiff District. 

NOTICE OF DISTRICT '-fEETII\G. 

It is intended to hold a Distnct Meeting at 
the Old Arcacle Hotel, Church Street, Cardiff, 
either on the 20th or 21st April, 1937. 

As all members are aware the lZc-organisation 
Scheme at present is at a standstill and is being 
left so until the next Conference, to be helrl 011 

the 27th and 28th April next, when a decision 
is to be made as to future action. 

All members have had imliYidual copies of the 
scheme placed in their hands so as to cnligh ten 
them with the full details and this meeting has 
been arranged well in advance, and by th's 
method of publication I hope that enryone will 
become acquainted with the date and turn up, 
tJ,ereby giving our Councillors your vie,vs and 
backing as to which way :you wish them to 
vote at the Conference. 

Don't forget, gentlemen, this rs the place to 
bring or send (if you really cannot turn up) 
your views, so make a note of the dates (actual 
cl.ate will be circulated as soon as possible) and 
turn up, whether you are for or against Re-
organisation. S. S., 

District Secretary. 

Glasgow Meeting. 
There was a good a1tcnclancc of members at 

the P.S.A. meeting held in 1favisbank on Wed­
nesday, 3nl \larch. The minute3 of the pre­
Yious meeting \HTC read anrl adopted, and the 
District Secretary, lllr. TT. Gihson, 1'.0., then 
dealt with the principal item on the agenda, 
which was the P.O. and A.l-'.0. leave schemes. 

The recent staff increases in Glasguw com­
bined with the incidence of out-port relief, ha,·e 
made the drawing up of an acceptable leave 
scheme a difficult anrl arduous task. Our ];is­
trict Secretarv clesern·s the thanks of all mem­
bers for the~ able manner in \Yhich lie put 
forward the Staff side yie\\S on this matter. 

}Ir. Gibson also reported that the Bo:ud 
were prepared to grant a further increase of 
one P.O. and one A.I'.O. to Glasgow, these 
officers to he a\·ailahle for general duty dunng 
an CX]>erinlcJJtal periorl, after ,,·hich the Staff 
Sirle proposals for re-scheming \vithin the port 
wc)uld recein' consicleration. 

;.rr. }Iurray, 1'.0., Scottish Councillor, repor­
ted that a plebiscite of members in the Scottish 
.\rea rC\'ea!cd a majority in fa,·our of Re­
organisation. The meeting closer! with the 
usual yote of thanks to the Chair. J.C.G. 

Without Comment. 
There Is no gTeater disloyalty to the piOneers 

of than to refuse to budge an inch 
they stoocl.-Dean lngc. 

Do You Know-
That in }larc!I, l'Jl3, the '' Xorth \·Vestcrn 

Llaily ;.lail" sai,J, " It is to be o;eriously doubted 
\vhether e\·cry airsLip tk1t takes late and un­
au thoriscd Jligh ts over our star tied islands is 
directecl by the military birdman of hostile 
1 'uwcr,;, says a correspondent. There is at 
least a possibility that the high-ilycrs arc com­
parativ-ely harmless smugulers who are riskirw 
their lives am! spoiling a ~ight's rest for pure!~ 
commercial ends. 

As soon as ilying is practisecl on a sufficicnt!,­
large scale the question of smuggling by air 
will take the place that smuggling by sea once 
occupied, and a new type of excise men will 
need to be evolved. But at present the aerial 
road is comparatiyely clear, and, at the risk of 
observation by the curious, who are a long wav 
uff, a rnan 111iglit rcct.1i1v conLri\T tu land frcn~1 
an airship an Zl.lnonnt -(.f dutiah1c g~_J(Hls tl1at 
\Yould soon pa,- the: coo;t of his outiit -Saccharin 
for example, Jlays a large dntv an~\ takes bu; 
little room? " · 
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Nervous Nothings~ by Nod. 
Yes, l have fallen a victim-nay, a martyr­

to that terrible malady, influenza; and as l lay 
racked with pain upon my scented couch, l 
must perchance give a thought to my reader:;. 
1 had in the course of preparation a brilliant 
article on the Origin of Diological Science from 
the Early Egyptians to the Arabs, but l'm 
afraid that it has gone the same way as the 
packet of paper handkerchiefs that my \l·ifc 
brought me. No doubt you have read the ad­
vertisement:; in the paper,; giving lists of the 
symptoms of inilnenza. \\'ell, I ha<l all those 
and some nwrc. 

At the onset of my iJl(lispo:,ition I thanke<l 
my lucky stars that my affairs >verc in fairly 
good order. The ra tcs are still to be paid and 
one or t>vo in:;urances ha\·c lapsed for a time, 
while the b:;t instalment on the wireless set is 
still ouhtanding. Otherwise, as br as I can 
remember, thinp,s arc prcliy fair. Any money 
that l bwe or m a v ha\ c at my demise \vill be 
distributed in un~<Jual portions to my C<t<b· 
verous and a\·aricious family. 

:\fter mv two da,·s •· \l·ithout mcr.lical '' hacl 
elapsed, [ ;.ealised t!;at it \Yas essential that my 
J\lcrry l\ledico should be called. He is an a1dully 
decent sort of chap \\·hell one is ill, but is apt 
to be rather prcs~,int~; \Y1Jcn one cnjny:-.1 the hc:-~i 
of health. 

Howe1·er, the doctor called, <>.nd as he cnlcrul 
mY room he :::a1·e one lr\C'k at me and gasped, 
"Good Hcan;;s I \\'hat's the matter \Yith you, 
1nan?" I n1ana:~cd to i!Jrce an in~ltH~ s1nilc 
and mutter that \\·as \\hat I promiscr.l to pay 
him for. He lr.rJkcd at me ycry cl!lhi,·n,!y for 
a \Yhilc ancl pulled ,;c•:nctlling fmm l1is pocket. 
1 tlwun·ht at first that it 1va:o one cf tlw'e fcmn­
tain p~11s fronl \\Thich a ~illy lit tlc snake thing 
jumps out when yon i2kc lhe C:lJ> cdi, but it 
happened to contain a thcnrwmctcr which he 
thrust nmlcr mY arm. \\'hi le he \Y:IS waiting 
for the machin~1·y to \\urk he helped himself 
to my lemonade and sncla. After a second pe,c; 
he withclrcw the instrnncnt, ga,·e c•ne glance 
at it and roared at lll\ \Yife, "Concl Heavens, 
mad~m! \Vhat ha ye n;n been giyin?: this man? 
Rhubarb wine? and .look at his head. Is that 
his normal head or ha,; he just hac\ proiw-,tion? 
Your husband is in !he secondary stage o£ 
double coryza and must be sent to Coh>c\· 1-Lltch 
at once." 

I became thoroughly alarmecl at tl1i:; a11d 
managed to strnl,'gle tc a -;>!trn•" ]'C"lt\rc·, :111(1 

tugging the doctor's :<lccyc in1pk·rccl h;:,1 ;,, k11 
me mv temperature. "Tel!ljlC'ratll''C 1 " he 
shoutc~l, "You ha,·en't gut one I it's "10 th::zrec·:; 
below zero! I must call the Fire Bri1·:;cck" -
and gulping off the rest of m:-· medicine he 
orabbed one of mv old uniform hats a1Hl dashccl 
from he house. ~I have sinre lcarnc<l 1hat tl1c 

JlO<Jr old "doe." was overworked >vith about 
2,000 jlatients but is now convalesci11g. 

l have obtained the services of a Yny smart 
nurse. She has been so attentive that I have 
pwmiscd her three guineas a week. l L ajlpears 
that ,;he comes from c;ascony, so in order to 
plca;.;e her, am! to air my political knowledse 
i spoke in glo\Ying terms o£ JI.Ir. Hitler, but it 
,-..;ce1ned ~trange that 1ny discourse dicl not scc1n 
tu he appreciated. Sul,scCJLil'ntly [ lc·arnt, much 
tn 111y an1azcn1entj that Ca:-~cony i:; in France. 

Ynn111c reads to me every afternoon. At 
!!rst, reading took the form o£ extracts irom 
:--:.hakc;.;pcare, Pilgri1n'::.; ProgTe:;s and an occa­
sional clelye into hmuannc! Kant; but 11ow I 
atn gcttins:; 1nuch 1)lc0.surc fron1 the little hook:-> 
Yyonnc brings HlC frunl her nati\·c c;a~cony, and 
;dtlw11gh I ca11110t rc~1d them the illJJqrations 
are extremely i11tcrestin~;. I think I \\·ill !Jrc1mi;.;e 
her four guineas a week. 

Son1c of tn:.T colleagues haYe bu:n ycry g()od, 
for sn·cral have call eel to see J' !C. One bor·· 
··o\\Trl .S/-, wi1ile another said that as 1 was 
in clry-clock could he borrow my motor-bike? 
T r.lnn't mind, of cour"2, lmt I wi:;h that they 
yynnldn't bring me nuts. 

Examination Par§. 
Is there ~lilY truth in t1•e rnmonr tl1at 0\\'1!1." 

to one or t\\·c; questions at tl•c oral the "York­
shire Grey" is turning blue? 

\\'ho \\'as tlrc Ol"licer \\·hen a:;b·r1 "\\'hat i11 
·:our OJlinion is the 11ecessarv qualification of a 
:l'rcventiye Officer?" replieri, " Look me over 
11o "? 

\Yho was it that burst into >:ong on lca,·im'. 
Ocean House, how line;, "\Vhere's that Tiger/" 

\Vho fell out of Ocean House <enrl slipped into 
a "hole in the road? " 

\Vho were the t\YO Of-ficers from the Xorth 
\dw were asked if they ·would like to g-1 1111 
the JI.Ionnmcnt saicl they woulcl sooner go 
into it? 

And who was the Officer nnon his rctmn 
home smashetl hi;o; wife's camera because he 
didn't "Leica "? 

Customs Waterguard Associations 
An OffMYJorth CQlJ p() N Privileg«• t<> 

Accepting ·- ~- !'1mnhera 

To KENDAL &: DENT 
WAtCHMAKERS TO THE ADMIRALTY, &'c 

Gold Medal, Paris Exhibition 
Manuf&J.cturi.nit flo1d~mitht"., Wholesa!e Jftwellers, &"c 

106 Cheapside, tondon, E.C.2. 
Plea•e seud me, free of char>(e, a PRIVILEGE TICKET 

relatin;! to your offer of Special Di"l'C011nt to m.e-mbera 

Name .......................................... Otfice .......... .. 

Addres5 ........................................................... . 

his Coupon can be poRted in An envelope under~.!. starup 
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The Camera and the Customs. 
A belief has gTO\Yn up that once a camera 

of foreign make has found its way into Eng­
land without paylllcnt of dutY it i:.; once and 
for all exempt from payment of duty, and that 
on bringing· it back into En,dand at the expira­
tion of a lwlida'' it is sufficient for the owner 
to prove to the Cu:,toms that the camera was 
in his possession before he went abroad. 

On the basis of this belief it has become 
customary to advise those \dJO arc taLing a 
camera away on a holiday abroarl tn find a 
Customs officer at the port of dCJ•at i nrc, ancl 
to obtain from him a certificate that he has 
seen the camera. This certificate, \\·hen it could 
be obtained, has been regarded by its holder 
as a certain passport that \\'Ottl<l frank his 
camera through the Customs on his return. 

Authoritative Information, 

Since the imposition of a general tarifi, the 
Customs exatnination at the ports has neces­
sarily become more rigurous, ami \\T h;n·e taken 
it upon ourseh·es. for the infcnnaticn of our 
readers, to get in touch with the Customs 
authorities in order tn ha\·c the position clari­
fi eel. 

In the first place, it is necessary to realise 
the position of the Customs ofl]ccr \\·hen !1e ts 
confronted by a passenger carry'ng an expen­
sive camera of f'lrcign manufartnre. That 
camera ma\· ha,·e been in,pr,rtc-d in the orclin .. 
ary course~ of trade by the nntll!facturer's 
agent in tl11:-; country; in that ca~c it n-:ay 
be assumed that duty has been paid "n it. 

On the other lwnd it nt~ty han· b2cn imported 
by a pri\·atc person aml that jlt'i\-~tte pc;·spot 
1nay have paid duty upon it ; c;1· 1:c nuy haY\' 
smuggled it tltrou:.ch in his P< ckct \\ithnnt cle­
clarinf! it. He 111aY, h(J\Yl'\'Cf, :1aYc bet:n al~ 
lovyec{. to bring in~ the Clr:,cra free of duty 
because he had !1ad it in hi< pn:-c.CS>;'ll1 aml 
use abrC'acl for oyer a year ; in that ca·e tLc 
free acln::is:--ion of t1u_· can1cra '-\·: •u!-_l be ~_.-,nldi-­
tional on the CJ\\·ncT und~_-rt:tkin/ 1F>L tn ~-,~.:_·ll 11. 

La~tly, it 1nay l1a\·c ~)ccn ad~J,i1tt·d ~rce 11f 

dutv \Yhen it \Ya" not- ct~titlc:J_ ir) l~c ;:vi•11i1-
tec( hecaU~'C t1Jc ov.·ne1· d~,·~e>,"•·d l tL..:tf>!!l~; 
for example, by falsely prctct:clin~: that l;e \\~t:; 
merely in transit t1non::h tl1i·- country ~md \Ya:; 
not coming here to ~;la~\-. 

Now, if the camera i;.; ctill in the P"'''C"'io:; 
of the first purcl1aser. \dlO tlJc;Tfnrc lcn0\\''1 
all its history, the CusVJl.lS nt!'ic<:'r's la.•:.k is a 
comparatiycly cas)· one. I! is 1Fl:~cnliics com­
mence when the camec-a ha: ckl11~'-cil hamb, 
and its present owner kw.'\\''-: ·.,r;tLing about it:: 
previous history. 

1""lle duty on forei,c::n c~u~1cras i~; 1tiL;1J, and 
there is no doubt that many c:ui:C!':l:, pa!'li­
cularlY those of the ex]Jcnsi,·e minoalure type, 
do g~t into the country free of duty when, i r 

the true facts had been known, they would 
hcn·e been htn: been required to pay it. 
Oln·iow;Jy the mere proof of pre\·ious impor· 
talion cannot he accepted as c\·idcncc that the 
raillera is entitled to admission on the reim­
pnrtation \Yitlwnt payment of duty. 

A Common Fallacy. 

The fact that a Customs officer may have 
hccn shcJ\\·n a camera by its owner before the 
latter v:c:ni abroad, and lllay haye issued a cer­
til1catc tl;at he ha:; seen it (out of courtesy, 
<nee the i."ue of snclt a certificate is not part 
of hi•; official clnty), does contribute something 
to the kn-ndccl:..ce d the prcv·ious history of 
the camera ami to that extent is helpful to the 
oilicer who cxanFncs it on re-nnporlation. 
But the belief that :;uc!t a certificate is a 
yalid ra :.·;'JrJr( to free pa,;c;·,u.:c through the 
Custotns is a fallacy, for in law it remains 
liable to duty if this has not already been paid. 

So many calllcras \Yhich ha,·e improperly 
c~~..~;lpc(l c1uty on first in~portatinn arc caught 
on a :;ccrotlll or C\Tn third entry into the country 
that tlte Cn.st()Jns authorities may insist, in cer­
tain ca::cs. that nutl1int; shr·rt of prn•,,f that duty 
has ab·e:tc1-'· been paid can he accepted as en­
titlin~· the C2Jncra trJ free Pa';;~a~~c thn)ugh their 
barrier. 

Tt must not be thought tk1.t the Customs 
aut' ~re unreas()nable ; they are often 
colllcnt ,yith something far short nf strictly 
lc.c.:al c\·idcnce that duty has been paid. Tn cases 
\Yhcrc tile pa:-;~~Cllf.'Tr l1as hon~-';ht his can1cra ne\v 
fn'ill an a_c;cnt nr dealer, one of the most help­
ful cl"CtlnL:nh tktl he can cany \\·ith him is 
tLc 1·ccl·ipt ~~-1\·in:J,· p:trticulars of the nriginal 
JllllT:'asc. Tltis slwulcl :chow the date of pur­
cLasc ~md c,crial tHm1hcr of camera and lens, 
and if the uri·.;inal has been 111islaicl most 
clc;dc;·s \\·ill .supply a duplicate or will write a 
lvt (er set tiw nut the facts of purchase. 

Another Useful Docurn<>nt 

\\''here it i~ 1t~lprarticabJe to get in touch 
,,,·it1J the d.calco· y;c wc;tJlcl aclyisc readers to 
cn:'l'll\l'lic~·i,· \'.ilh the hc'acl orfice of the maker's 

;..; in 1~,j:-; C( 1 Ulltry, gi\·ing full 11~,_,rticulars 

~,f cz,:1 era and lens and a;..;klng ,d:clhcr the 
l·;:nl('rt'o. \YZI.~ inll)r_-rted throu.t?;h their ;:_~enc:y and\ 

,,n, \l·llctlicr they \Yill be so kind as to gi\·c the 
'.niter a lctlcr assuring· him that dnty \Yas paid 

j I ;q,l >1" tG ~ i(i!l. 
'I'l1c aLc',-c C0YCr::.~ the c;tsc nf c::uneras al­

n. __ '~H1)" in their O\\ ncrs~ posscssi(d1. 'ro readers 
yvho ~tre cnnlcinplat1n~~- purcl1asin~~- a llC\V can1cra 
we 111ight nwntion that we ha\·c heard that 
~fe~;srs. Leitz, the n1akcrs of Lcica can1eras, 
~-uJitet-:_lldatc i a cci·tiDcaie \\·ith every 
ra11tCr:1 they .-.;c 11 
duty has llcc·n pair! 
not m'cc_,,;;nily be 
authorities as lc;:;al 

llli:-; countr_\, ;.taling· that 
<--'11 iL 'l';;i:-; cei-~ificatc will 
acccptnl by 1 he Customs 
proof of payr,lent of cluty, · 
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but it may be assumed that for all practical 
purposes it will ordinarilv serve to free the 
holder from trouble at the Customs barrier. 
Similarly, we are informed that the f!:Uarantcc 
which will shortly be issued on request to cus­
tomers of Zeiss Ikon Ltd. will be acceptable 
to the Customs. 

Turning now to the caseo; of the many readers 
of "The A.P." who have bought cameras of 
foreign manufacture second-hand from dealers, 
private advertisers and others, we arc afraid 
that their position is a some\1·11at more difficult 
one. Those \vho have bought from dealers can 
only rely upon the dealer to supply them with 
evidence of the camera's previous history ; and 
we earnestly advise all dealers in second-hand 
cameras to consider the best interests of their 
customers and themselves by insisting on the 
production of evidence of payment of duty when 
they huy a camera in. 

Help from the Customs 
They should remember that if the seller paid 

the duty but has lost the duty receipt he can 
obtain a duplicate from the Customs authorities 
on request. l f he says that he was not required 
to 11ay duty on the camera, that conccS'ion \vas 
almost certainly a personal concession to him, 
and by selling· the camera he may render it 
liable to be detained by the Customs hr pa,·­
ment of duty if at anv time it should come to 
their notic;, whcrea; if he had kept the 
camera in his own possession snch liabilitv wonld 
not have been incurred. . 

All that the dealer can do in the latter case 
and in the case of a seller \Yho has himself 
bought the camera sccnnd-hancl aml cannot dis­
cover its previous history, is to obtain a written 
statenwnt of the facts from the seller and pass 
it on \\·ith the camera to the buyer, who will 
then have to leave it to ilte cli-;crction of tl1e 
Customs whether he has to pay duty or not. 

Very much the same procedure must be fol­
lowed by the photo.t;raphcr who buys from a 
_private person. Eitl1cr l1c must have the dutv 
~receipt or a full statement ni the circumstancc.s 
in \vhich the dutY y;as not paid. Tndeed, in 
the absence of the actual dniy receipt, and 
particularly \vhcn the original importer is not 
known, we are stron.c:ly inclined to ach·isc him 
(if he intends to take it abroad) not to buy at 
all, although he may, if he likes, approach the 
London agents in order to see whctber the 
camera was orisinaHy im[Jortccl thrc•n<~h trade 
channels. 

One thing is certain, and that is that if he 
huys a camera "blind," knm\inll: nothing of 
its previous histor,', and takcc. it abroad \Yith 
l1im, he runs a ycrv f!:rave ri'k nf being called 
upon to pay the duty on return to this country. 
even though he has bought at :.\ cluty-paicl price 
It may hard on him in- a sense ; but the old 
Latin tag, Caveat emptor (Let the buyer hr-

\ovare), is still the law of the land and readers 
would do well to remember it :-By kind 
permission of ":rhe Amateur 1'/zotograjJ/zer and 
Cinematographer," l'vf arch 17th, 1937. 

CAMEO. 
POINT OF A YR. 

There seems to be some doubt, in the minds 
of those who have heard of this outport, as to 
the spelling of the Ayr, Air, or Ayre. l gather 
this is so by the frequency with which official 
documents reach here via Scotland or the Isk 
of Man. Of the historical connections of tb ~ 
word "Ayr," l know nothing so that l can onlv 
give the spelling used by th~ Colliery here, wh~ 
are practically in sole possession of the place. 

The colliery appears rather out of place in 
'.he general surroundings. lt commands a posi­
tion on the Welsh side at the entrance of the 
River Dee, and a clear view of the \Virral on the 
opposite bank is generally obtainable. Alongside 
the coal-mine are the sandhills of Talacre, a 
now popular rendezvous for week-enders and 
campers in the summer. At the rear the 
country rises sharply to grassy and w~oded 
!tills. The quay is alongside the colliery, and 
is reached by vessels by a long winding gutter 
1 rorn the Dec. 

The Colliery has hcen working since 188j, but 
until 192-l the Customs work was performed by 
the 1'.0. at .:-lostyn. As the station at .:-lostyn 
was then discontinued, an A.P.O. was placed in 
charge of Point of Ayr. In 1928 an admirably 
constructed Custom l:louse was built some 400 
yards from the quay on the Colliery's private 
road to the main North \Vales coast road. The 
A.l'.O. works a seven-hour clay with two night 
yisits and one Sunday visit per month. Arrivals, 
\<\ hiclt arc all in ballast, from the Irish Free 
State average about 11 per month, ami coast­
wise about 32 per month. Occasional assistance 
i:; giycn to the P.O. Connahs Quay \vith the 
foreign arrivals at :'viostyn and Rhyl. 

Lodgin;.;s at 27s. to 30s. per \\cek arc obtain­
able in the Yillagc of Ff) nnongrocy;, a quarter 
of an hour's walk from the Custom House. 
l 'res latyn, five miles di:; tan t, afl'ords a more 
modern scene of residence. 

This district provides an excellent stanim!'­
point for the exploration of the scenic beauty 
oi :\orth \Vales, and considering the scantiness 
of the population other entertainment is not 
lacking. Football, cricket, table tennis awl 
billiards arc popular. There arc also numerous 
''· ltist c!ri,·cs a'lcl occasional dances during the 
-,yJutcr. \~isits to the cine1ua entail jr)urncys t·-• 
l'restatyn (5 miles) or Rhyl (9 miles) hy a 
frequc..nt but expensiyc bus sen·icc, allll c01:. 
\·cuient cheap raihYav cxcurs10ns ~,re run fro.;: 
~[ostyn to all parts. - A..D. 
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For Your Note-hook. 
There arc yerv few of ll:i Yvhu clo not earn· 

a note-hook cont.aining miscellaneous item:; th;;t 
arc of practical use whil,.;t on duty. The multi­
farious knowledge tktt 1s ncce,;sary for a 
vVaterguanl Qt'f[cer to know, CC)Ujllcd \\'ith tllC' 
fact t!Jat an officer cannot carry the Codes 
around yvith him, prompts us to suggest com­
mencing a column in this Journal containing 
items that may be nf cYeryclay use. 

\Vhethcr the reader he a student A.1'.0., a 
P.O., or perhaps tho;;e of higher r<1nk, a littk 
note-book of t!Jis description is not only de,;ir­
able b!lt requisite, thcrcfmT, uillccr~. arc in1·itccl t•J 
submit little notes that 111011- he o( a;;si ;!:1'"·· 
These may he cut out an-d, it is su:c:gc·,tc<l, 
pasted m a note-hook for ea,;y reference. 

Dip Rod. The rod is 3 feet in len;cJlt, -1/Hlths 
of an inch ;-;quare, ;mcl fu1ch 11·ith t" 'J 
inches in length. On one ;-;iclc i;-; a ·nal of 
n1arked contellt~ 1():: casL:-~, etc. ()f Irotn l 1 _. 

100 imperial p;:-~llon:i. On 1\\ u othc:· :;idc:', read­
ing frotn left to ric.:ht, :-~re lilh'S ,,f mcasuret:Jult 
for ullage cask>, 1} ing, of content from 8 quart·, 
tu 20 gallon>; an<l, inyer~cly from rigll t t:> ld -· 
for ullage casks of sinl11ar ~tanding. 'The 
fourth side is divided int<:' inchc; and tl'11ths ,,i 
inches. 

The diagonal line referred to above i:i fon11ed 
tims: by experiment a ca:;k of -to gailm1s ha·; 
a diagonal of 26 inches, therefore -iO galll:ns arc 
markecl against 26 inches, and as the cunlcnt c;t 
casks vary as the cube of t],eir diagonaL, \Ye 

hayc the- formula, 26 inches (3) any ~~in·n 
diagonal (3) :: 40 gallons : content. 

l-low to use Rod.--1\) fin(l Ll1e cuntcnt (_)f a 
cask lying take the ro~l and, Lccpi11g the sitl( 
111arkcd in1i>erial gal1uns Uf'lJC1"11lCl~t, i1L.:,(:rt tl1c 
chisd encl tLrough the bun:;lwk to tllc cltt:<liJ 
of the cask ·where the buttonl ~t:tYC n-:.ccts Ll!e 
h~acl. Kote' the figure or mark en the rocl at 
the centre of tlte bnnghok i11 line y,·ith tll'.' 

lo\\·cr siclc of tile stave. --rake a ~,~._,~._·otFl dia,:.on:tl 
towards the other head, and the ''m eau., gn C"; 

the content of tLe cask. 

lf the cask i;-; only full, the nc:,t ,;iC]J 

is to fine! the ullage quan 1 111s •:; <L•JIC lE 
tl1e case of a cask lying by t;J.Ling· a rcri'=:t;-­

c\wular clip thr<~ugh the in,n;;l":k >\it tll, 
encl of the ro(_l, nu1lt1y; Lite \\' 1_ t i;:~..- 1 :c:-, ~~nd rc:' 1

.1-

ing off fron1 the ulLtgc ~calc r)il ·li 1e 1·\_Hl aplJ'i­
cablc to the content, the actd<tl f_U~ctn~ity 1:1 t;;_' 

cask. 

For casks standing t11c (lill j~ taken t.l11'\,lL,. 

the head of the cask \\·itlt (\,c ,,,,,a,·c en,[ 
the rod, and the method for lying cacks fo!lo,,·,",J, 
except that the scale on the :il!Uarc end u[ t!cc: 
rod is used. T'hc internal length at the same 

time gtves the content of these smaller s1zes m 
casks. 

As the ullage scales on the rod only ]Jrovide 
fm· c~,sks up to 2li gallons, the ullage quantity 
ir larger ca:J-::s can be ascertained approximately 
]Jy the following rules:--

Casks Lying.--\\ ith the rod find the content, 
in,.;i1lc bung diameter, all(! 11·ct inclJc,;. Divick 
the wet inches by the bung cliamctcr. If tlt;; 
ljuoticnt be greater than .. 'i, add i of the excess 
to the <JUOticut; if thc quotient be less than 5, 
<luluct "1 of the difference frotH the quotiem. 
'i he result multiplied by the content will give 
ti1e ullage: <jnantity. 

Casks Standing ( CiJll tcu t L !l0\\'11 c1r a sec:· 
;aincd).---Joind the internal kngtlt ,Jf the ccv,;.;: 
an<l the yvct inches. !Jividc the ',\ l't inches i>} 
the ien.:c;lh, then proccc<l a;; ior ly;u6 casks wit! 
thi, dilhrc'ncc, that whnc l is a<i<led or dcduc­
\<',1 for 1yin:-; ca,.k,;, 1/lOtlc i, ad<kll or rlcduct·:J 
in< :itaJl(ling e<Ld-cs. lf tlte C<mten\ uf a staudin:: 
,--ack is nnkn0\\11, it may be :-tpproximated tht~o: 
\\ itlr the t:1pc line mc·asntT the girth of the 
<.ask at the l11i<l,J1c. lliy·iclc the girth by 3 l/7th 
(,1.1-llCJ) ancl the <JUotient, k,;s t11·ice the thick­
nc,.;s of the stave, >~ill gi\'e the bung <liametcr. 
::\ext n1ct;-;urc tl1c ht·~Hl di:tn1ctcr CUl(l tl1c 111-
lL·rnal lcngtlJ, t11Cll lHUl·ccd. under the f<JlLJ\YliJg· 

rule: c\dcl 7 /lOtlts of the diliercnce of the it earl 
am\ hung diameters t<J the head diameter. ~lul­
tiply the s<Jllilre of the ;-;um by the 'ntcr:n\ 
length (all in inches). :\1ultiply the Jlr ;c\nct by 
.002E~.l. ancl the n:sttll 11·ill he tl;e cunL·ut of the 
cask in gallous. 

Drums o•· Cylinders. To ascertain the capa­
cih· of a dmm or cvlinder measure the onb;de 
lu;gth aml cliame::tn- (< 1c:duct h\·icc the thickne;;s 
oi the iron), then work ac; fo!loyvs :----

Lt !,lctlwcl."--Diamctcr x cliamcter x length 
(;\ll i:1 indtes) x .785-h-277.28-1- gives content 
in gallons. 

Zncl :\lctbocl.-Diametcl· x diameter ,.;: length 
(all in iaches) x .00283 giHs conic:nt in gailons. 

Demijohns. To find content 111 gallons, 
lll•c·asurc intern:-~! height (deducting length of 
neck), a,;certain internal \'."illt!J, then use the 
[ollov,ing rule :-ficiglct x width x \\·iclth (all in 
incltcs) x 2/3. x .Oll283 giye;-; capacity in gallons. 

Perfumer-y Bottles. l\fL:a~nre ln incl1es a:-:. L)l-
11'\\ ~. clcdnctiug lcugtl1 of J1cck :-- · 

Round Bottles.-:\! caJiU\T <JI' ascertain in­
ll rnal length ami cliamcl,·r, then the fol1o,yint~ 
rnlc :--L(_:nl.!,·ih x clil~.nll'ler x di:unctcr x .283 
~)ye:-; conl;~1i.s in huudrcdt1JS ot a gallon. 

Square Bottles.---:\[casurc or ascertain Jn­
tnn<d length aml \\ iclt!t, tlccn calculate:---­
Lcll'cih x \\'ic\th x \Yidt1, x 1()()-: .2R7 gives 
content in hundredth,; of a ga11mt. 
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Correspondents using a nom-de-plume are assured 
that names and addresse, (which should be .sziven), 
t~re strictly confidential. 

Freedom of the printed word is frequently allowed 
to enable a clear and adequate expression of views. 
The opinions expressed, however, ore not necessarily 
held !!y the Editor, who accepts no responsibility for 
thtm. 

To the Editor, "Customs Journal." 

REORGAKTSATlO::J 

Sir, 

This, 1 hope, will he my last contribution to 
the "Journal" until after the next Confer­
ence. However, let us turn to the last 
"Journal." Everyone has now a copy of the 
new proposals, and in fairness to me J would 
ask members to again read paragraph + part 1 V, 
and then look at the old and new salary scales. 
In this sub-paragraph "allowed to qualify," is 
plainly written. To those who don't qualify my 
previous enunciation holds good. As to the 
presumed unfortunate use of the \\'ord "disci­
pline." I am afraid it does sound harsh and 
out of date in these enlightened days. How­
ever, it helped to make our Empire. T,, 
those who hold up their hand;; in horror at the 
mere mention of the \\'On! 1 can only say the 
the cap must fit. 

1\ow I am going to make an appeal. The 
damage clone, in trying to right a \nung under 
Reorganisation and qve the Association from 
breaking up, can't be helped. 

Before the next Conference, let us all rally 
to our District and Local meeting;; ;1nd give 
our E.C.s clear, concise ami enmphatic im;truc­
tions as to our collective wishes. Careful 
thought and consideration l\0\V to some scheme 
agreeable alike to P.O. and A.P.O. might s~ve 
much heartburning in the future. Somethmg 
tangible must be "thought out, wrought out and 
fought out," so that no whispering campaign 
or subterranean moves will be heard around 
the V/atch-house. \\'ith sincerity, honesty of 
purpose and the will to keep intact our Associa­
tion, unity may once again be restored. In the 
meantime let us not forget the old classic:-

"Careful of fire, is good advice, we know. 
Careful of words is ten times doubly so. 

Thoughts, uncxpressecl. may sometimes fall 
hack dead. 

But Cue! himself can't kill them once they're 
~aiel." 

J. BURKE, P.O. 

To the Editor, "Cu,;tmn:-; ] ournal." 

Sir, 

Of all the correspondence that has appeared 
on the question of He-organisation I am most 
impressed by the contribution made by 
'Tock" in vour last issue. I am not a member 
o-f the grades directly affected by the proposed 
re-orga;1isation and perhaps for that reason I 
can see somewhat furtl1er afield than some of 
your correspondents who have tackled this 
question. My sympathies arc definitely with 
the grades concerned because my knowledge 
the other grades in the Civil Service convinces 
me that the Preventive Officers (this includes 
the Assistants of course) arc certainly not get­
ting a fair valuation for their work. "Jock" 
sums up the situation very clearly, and the 
final three points at \\·hich he arrives and sug­
gests as a basis for the next forward push are 
reached by a process of sound reasoning. He 
points out that the Industrial Court claim, 
stressin;c: as it did the low valuation of Pre­
ventive. Officer responsibilites, would have suc­
ceeded but for two things. Firstlv because of 
the assertion hv the Do'arc! that their hurried 
re-organisation ~scheme \vould materially reduce 
thos~- responsibilities; and secondly because of 
the extraordinarY attitude of the Chief Preven­
tive Offic~rs in -intimating that they were well 
satisfied with their pay and conditions. This 
latter folh- is something not likely to be re­
peated if the c<lse had to he tried again in the 
.'\rhitration Court, e\Tn though there are some 
people who have so far forgotten that lesson 
as to ach·ocate splitting forces once more. 
:\"either would it he possible for the Board to 
get the other argument across again so easily. 
At that time the re-organisation scheme had not 
of course been t riecl out, and any attempt to 
;;hew that it would not achieYe its supposed 
aim must han· been Jll!rely theoretical. 

To-da,·. howe\·er, there is no theory about it 
---or at- least the theory of the claimants at 
that time has been amply borne out by prac­
tical facts. In other words the Prcyentive 
Officer's responsibilities are demonstrably just 
as great as ever they were and certainly more 
numerous owing to the complexity of our grow­
ing Tariff. Everything that was claimed before 
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the Industrial Court can again be claimed with 
added emphasis and without thco f"1mer formid­
able handicaps. J certainly belin-c that 
" Jock's" line of thought is the correct one. 
N e\·erthelcss, being a strong constitutionalist, 1 
realise that no good can come of casting aside 
the considered advice of the Association leade1·s 
-if they do not know \Yhen and when not to 
launch a claim of this sort, then \Yho cbc does? 

It would be utter nonsense to follow the 
advice of any c;c!f-appointcd hot-air specialist, 
no matter how plausibly enthusiastic he 111ay 
he. A few do,:cs of colrl reason soon cures 
that kind of maclnc.s;;, but if the remedy ;s not 
quickly administered a lot of dama;.;-e c;c·curs \'' 
the negotiating machine. My own opinion is 
that the l'.S.A. and its individual mcmhn> have 
already suffered more damage from irrespon­
sible "cure-all" remedy purveyors than could 
possibly have occurred by backing the judge­
ment of the properly appointed lcadn>. E,·en 
if those leaders do not always succeed in bein:.o; 
infallible that is no reason for (mshinc; them 
aside fnr otln:r fallible heint'.s Go(l(l iaith is 
the irnp~)rtant tllin;2,· and tlJen_· is 111any {lll in­
dividual in tlte P.S.A. ranks \vho has can se: \·' 
know the tnJ>tworthincss and sincerit,· ,,f the 
officials. Common sense tells us tltat the l'cain­
tenance of a solid organisation is the onh· ll·.lllr' 
of eventually proving that the Preventi,·c l )flicer 
job is work of high-grade importance. l hclinc 
that nmny members arc •Jnly half CO'l\·incc<l 
of the fact that their work is l1igh-gradc \vork. 
If it were otherwise they \Vould no\ ,ureh­
havc been too busy airing their viC\\"S on tltis 
subject to find time for telling the \\Orld that 
their Association is a \va,:h-ouL ]'here i> a real 
need to beat the drum about the ya\uc of 
\\'aterguarcl duties and to keep beating it until 
the truth is indelibly imprcs;-;c<l upc•n the mimb 
of those people who still pcrsi:'t in thi:1king 
of the \\'aten•uanl as the men \vho walk round 
the clocks jus't as the country policeman \\·alks 
ronnel his village beat. Let nee ,;tress the pnint 
that this cru<le idea is much wore prevalent tk1n 
most of us believe. District rncctin;;s miL<,1t1 \\Til 
occupy thcn1~clycs in clcYlsing \\'ay,-.; ~>..nd 1~1can:­
for rcn1oYing the erroneous cr,nc~._'pt1(l[l. /t C1F< 

he done an<l it is well worth doing. The dri1 in;· 
force should come from the ::onng:'icrs \YlHl 

have entered the Sen-icc durin:.o; the jJ<•.st hew 
vears. These young· men arc qnitc np to the 
~tandarcl of the Assistant Examining Off!Cl'r uf 
the old days in the Outdoor Scn·icc v-:ltic!i i,, 
the Officer Grade of to-llay. These Assio,tant; 
did not howe,-er h;we the ad,-anla~;e d th<· 
\Vaterguarcl Ac;sistant in gettinl.( an ;t11-r<>Hlld 

knowledge of Customs \\·nrk. There i; :1 hric ht. 
future for the modern _-\.P.O. if hl: does lH l 
fall into the \Vaterl.(tl:lnl h2.bit of cn·iwc '· c;tink­
ing fish." Let hin~ take a l!·cf frr;n, .the honk 
of the ol<l-time 1\ssista:1t \Ylw forcccl the pace 

towards finding a place in the sun for the whole 
( )ntcloor Service. My appeal to the young men 
is because their energy and ambition are still 
unimpaired and these qualities can he usefully 
employed in carrying on the fight for ample 
recognition of duties performed by the \Vater­
guarcl Service. I want them to realise that the 
work performed by their seniors is valuable 
\York, and that in their own interests they should 
,;o all ont in prm·ing to the world that this is 
true. T l1aye already said that I think that 
"Jock's" line of thought is sound, and 1 would 
a<l<l that I do not regard the P.S.A. Re-organi­
sation scheme as being inconsistent with that 
line. As a Jnattcr of fact the argument for a 
.! .l'.Cl. gTade would be stronger if the P.O. grade 
\':ere raised to the proper status. 

LOOKElx-ON. 

To the Editor, "Customs Journal." 

Sir, 
So much has been said and written of late 

concerning the proposed re-organisation pro­
Jlosal,: that our responsible Association officials 
,!,onlc! 110\Y k!ww the general feeling and 
t;pini()n of ntany (J£ its n1C111bers. 

l'torusal of thic; organ would show that the 
majr1rity :ne al.(ainst the proposals. Yet one 
has to admire the honest endeanmrs of those 
rcs)Jonsiblc for them. They arc c01n·inced that 
the scheme is .c;onncl and \\·orkahle. \Ve have 
our doubts, and both arc entitled to ojlllllons. 
T<> t c·sl ont the general opinions wliy not ha Ye 
an immediate ballot? 

Our proposals arc naturally bound up with 
the present .structure of the \\'aterguard. 

One llC\-c;· lte;:~rs from our officials how they 
pr,l)Josc tu clear np the many old-time IK­
STITCTTOKS which are still with us. Re-or-
1-!,~~ni~:::liinn ~hou1(1 C(Jtlll11Cnce '.Yith the abolition 
of snch tbin~J:,~ as boat cleaning and painting. 
)I ot to ~ay ru\Yiil~· l)nats. 

How can you boo,.;t the claims of those who 
kt\T to pcrfom1 these cluti.cs? Tt i> this kind 
<>£ v,,~,rk w\,ich keeps the status ,,[ A.P.O.s 
v,ilcrc il is (()-day. 

Yuu, lEC1llhcr, \Yonlc\ he cloin.c:; a ,.,;ood scn·ice 
tn put the abolition of such items of work to 
the fore at YOUr next district n~eeting. Rid 
yourself of t-l1esc things or pn•;~Tc.ss ~vill be 
denied you. 

Coast PrcYenLiyc 1\lcn, apart fron1 baggage 
dutic~, ::tJ>pcar to have a better status than 
~\.1'.0.;, and in any case· an· fn'c fmm tlrc 
;-·k-;j)J;1l' dutic,~ rcfl'lTC(l tc•. 

One 11·ould think tlt:tt our _'l.,sr>ciatinn ()fi!­
,<::1:..; \\·, ;t:ld 7-l11l1n:an~c the 1nan_\" 1( l\Y-grade 
duties, am\ ha,-e them n'llW•YCd hdorP pro­
cccdin::i~ lo enhance the claim.' of 1\.P.O.s, It 
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does seem ridiculous tu press for a superior 
type of entrant to the sen·ice and then to 
know very well that he lllight be sent tn a 
port to row a boat and paint it, if necc.';oary. 
This sort of thing tends to lower the dignit,· 
of the service, <.:specially in out-ports. The'c 
things arc oycrlookccl. apparently, and m my 
opinion it is a lllistakcn policy. 

Reyerting to the proposed rc-organisa tion 
proposals. Assume that the official side state 
they are quite satisfied \Yith the j;n·scnt or­
ganisation. How arc \\'C to prcl\C otherwise? 
They will quote figures to 11rove tl1at they are. 

I sec it in this light, am! much nf the watcl1 
house criticism of the present orgzmisation is 
logic, but perhaps biasccL 

It has been ;o;aid that once an OH!cer leaves 
the P.O. grade he ceases tn be of any practical 
value to the rc,·enue, all(\ there is little room 
for many unpractical peojllc in this department. 

Can it be prm·ed that any port is more cffJ­
cient with the extra supen·ision? If so 1 would 
like to hear a comparative case. 

Recollect, if you can, vvhat your port was like 
vvith one CP.O. Can vou see anv difference 
now that yon han· two, -three or fo;tr nf them? 
Are the staff more efficient? Can you mu~tcr 
anv more cfficiencv, and do you work anY 
better bccau.sc you- fear the C l)O,',, JWescnc~. 

I contend t]Jat an inefficient P.O., automatic­
ally reports hi,; ineffll·icncy. You cannot l1c 
slipshod nor afford to make mistakes and, 
least of all, tah: chances vvithout being broup:ht 
to book 

Supcn·ision. as we have it, tends to timidity, 
and the class ':alue of a good I'.O. is weighed 
down vvith pin-pricking, when you are left \Yith 
a growing number of routine P.O.s who work 
vvithin a small sphere, and then good practical 
knowledge is thruwn to the winds. 

Does a P.O. ship a consignment of stores 
better because the CP.O. is preccnl to super­
vise the shipment, and does an AY.O. pUI'jJOsclv 
discover a seizure becatv;c the CP.O. super­
vises the rummage? 

It has been argued that once a C.P.O., you 
automa ticallv drop tools. You sa,., "\V ell I'm 
clear of wo;r0· novv, because I do little to worry 
about." 

I have heard CP.O.s saY that they arc wasted 
man-power. There is something in it, if you 
care to think it out. 

Be a P.O. to-day and CP.O to-m<:now, then 
try to convince yourself that you of yesterday 
are not so good or efficient as you pretended 
to be. 

Re-organisation in the opinion of lllany should 
be on the following lines :-

Rmu1nage should be handed ove"r to a lower 
class of entrant. r t is, without doubt, dirty 
m a 11'.1al labour. 

To u,;e the jll·e,;cnt type of entrant for this 
dass of vvork is an insult tn the schools which 
t·clucalccl them. 

Yothing is more surprising to the present­
day A.P.O. entrant than to have to don overalls 
and perform a labourer's task 

Tile ;\.1'.0. grade shc.uld be abolished and 
the P.O. grade recruited direct into the service, 
sent to training centres and then drafted to 
required ports m the same manner as unat­
tached ollicers. I do not think this is imprac­
ticable. 

The P.O. grade oJwuld be treated with the 
same confitlencc as the Officer grade. Lack of 
ceonfidencc has vyitlwut doubt been the \Vater­
g-uard's biggest cne111y. 

The same cla;;s uf man is now entering both 
this department and the Officer grade. 

The C.P.O. grade should be entirely abolished. 

Present districts arc too large and could be 
split up into small ones and. remam in the 
cktrgc of a Surveyor. 

~;illlibrJ,·, ports where there are at present 
C.P.O.s slwulcl revert to ;;inglc control by the 
Surveyor grade, for this would make for 
decisiveness. 

One question which will arise, is, who will 
examine baggage? T think this could be per­
l<>nilcd solely by the P.O. grade. The boarding 
nf 1·,·ssels could well be undertaken by a P.O. 
<lccumpanied by the proposed new Rummage 
class. 

Of course it will be said that these sugges­
tions hayc been previously considered, but I 
do not think they have received serious con­
sideration, if you take into account the proposed 
salary :;calc of the P.O., who without doubt is 
still the man upon vylwm this service relies for 
its initial and proper functioning. There is for 
instance no cmnparison with the work per­
formed by a P.O. in a large baggage and general 
port and that of a \Vaterguard Surveyor who 
spends practically the whole of his time visit­
ing C.P.l\Ls and small ports, which must at 
some time become a monotony. 

Realise that every new proposal presents 
some difficulty, and that whatever any re-or­
.C>"anisation brings forth there will always be 
!hose who feel that they have been injured. 

Re-organisation proposals by the Staff Side 
is tantamount to saying that the Official side's 
attempt has been a failure. 

it. 
1 do not etwy those who have the job to prove 

Yours faithfully, 

"E.S." 
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Preventive Staff Chess Club. 

PROBLEM No. 150. 

BLACK 

WHITE 

-:\late in two. 

Solution to No. 149--

1. R-Kt3 eh. K-R4. 
2. B-B7 mate. 

Merseyside Football. 
On Wednesday, J\Iarch lOth, the F.C. enter­

tained Hansen's Dairies F.C. in a Hambledon 
Cup match and \Von a hard game by 3. goals 
to nil. A. C. Quine, centre-half, had a field 
day, scored two goals, one a glorious free-kick 
from 40 yards, and generally was the man of 
the match. 

The following week, on St. Patrick's Day, we 
visited another milkmen's team-\Valkers Dairies 
and won a very easy yictory by 5 goals to nil. 
The score does not reflect the play in any way 
as Customs could have scored as many as they 
liked against a very gallant but most ineffec­
tive side. This also was a Hambledon Cup 
game and by now the Cup is practically on the 
shelf in the Baggage office. 

Apropos the London match, which ~~--·;o. b'e 
played on April 6th. Vve have secured the well­
appointed ground and pavilion owned by the 
Liverpool Co-operative Society Sports Club at 
" Bellefield," Sandforth Road, West Derby, an<;i 
judging by tht1 interest shown \VC should have 
a record crowd of spectators. Come along and 
enjoy yourselves ! 

J.W.D. 

London-Gravesend Football. 
These two old rivals met at Ilford T.L.A. 

ground on Tuesday, March 16th. This is always 
a keenly contested match and the honours have 
a habit of going to the Graycsend team. On 
this occasion, however, London proved the \Vin­
ners by four goals to one. The t!rst half was 
played with a diagonal wind in the visitors' 
favour and half-time was reached with two 
shared goals. Most of the play in the second 
half was in Gravesend's territory and some ex­
citing periods were witnessed. 

A number of supporters braved the weather, 
among whom were 11r. Cattel (C.P.O.), who did 
his best to cheer his hard-pressed side, Mr. 
Stanford (\\'aterguard Surveyor), and M. Stan­
dring (C.P.O.). 

Cap a Pied. 
:\lit Schnappes, cigars uml Hollands Gin, 
Der smuggler always \vill come in, 
\Vhile Tollmen on the Rummage w;.:t. 
For some soft mug to meet his Fate, 
So "Underneath The Arches" they, 
\Vait for their unsuspecting prey, 
But cap badge made so gold and bright, 
Reveals their forms in murky light, 
And smuggler then to heels he takes, 
\Vhile A.P.O., grunts, "What a Bake." 

Their quarry now has gone to earth, 
And of seizures there has been a dearth, 
Then up spake Jock, the Scot of the crew, 
"Can \Ye no gang aboard, and rummage th' 

noo ? " 
So down the gangway they all trip, 
Tug-stick and overalls with natty zips. 

Into the bunkers, among dusty coals, 
Crawling in boilers, not yet cold, 
Sweating and panting, their energy flags, 
Till out they haul a bulky bag, 
"Eureka ! ! yells the P.O. that's the stuff my 

tnen, 
It's a court job to-morrow, :;harp at ten. 

The moral I hope, stands ont to you bold, 
Cap-badges, tlw' bright, will never be gold, 
It's hard work that's needed to get in the 

money, 
And for my last line, you'll admit that's not 

funny. 
R. W. TYNE. 


