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Letters to th/! .Jfditor, and articles and correspondence intended for publication should 
to the Edttor.. 1 he Cttsloms Journal;" 93, Fairfa:r Road, H ornsey, London, N./3. 

It 1s essent1al that all matter for msertion in the forthcoming issue should reach the 
before the Monday preceding day of publication. 

be addressed 

Editor on or 

THROUGH the National Staff Side and 
' through Parliamentary channds strenuous 
dforh arc being made to secure opposition to 
the repeal of Section 121 of the National Insur­
ance c\ct \vhich is provided for in Clause 13 
of t l1e \ Vidows' ami OqJhans' Contributory 
l'cnsions Bill (1937), now passing through the 
committee stage in the House of Commons. 

The new Bill, which may have many desirable 
features in other clircctiom, actually takes away 
two very valuable concessions from Civil Ser­
vants. It is not possible in these notes to give 
111ore than the sketchit"st outline, but a detailed 
article is being prepared for subsequent publi­
cation. 

Section 121 of the old Act is divided into 
two parts: (a) dealing \vith the position of 
those who newly pass into "excepted" employ­
ment (new entrants), (h) those who pass out of 
excepted employment on receiving a salary 
(including emoluments) of £250 per annum or 
more. At present those under section (a) are 
compulsorily insured for vViclows' and Orphans' 
Pensions but arc permitted to become voluntary 
contributors for Old Age Pensions and National 
Health Insurance. Under the new Bill these 
officers will not be permitted to volunteer for 
Old Age Pensions or National Health Insurance. 

Under section (b) (i.e., tlwse passing to £250 
or over) officers have been permitted to become 
voluntary contributors for vVidows' and Orphans' 
Pensions (all or none). In future, under the 
new Bill, they will be permitted to become 

v<duntary contributors for \Vidows' and Orphans' 
Pensions only. 

There is still time, for those members who 
have title under the old Act, to become volun­
tary contributors for Old Age Pensions and 
J lealth lnsurance, and interested members 
should make immediate enquiry through an 
approved Society. 

* * * 
It is nuw generally known th;t t Mr. J. 

l\ 1 c T ~aren, Deputy T nspector-(;eneral. is ret1nng 
as from 1st J tmc next or thereabouts, and. 
naturalh· ('nough, there is a country-wide inter­
est in the question as to who will succeed him 
in this important post. On one point all are 
unanimous-the new Deputy must be an ex­
perienced \Vatcrguard officer. Indeed, several 
correspondents have taken it upon themselves 
tu state what, in their view, the Association 
should do to ensure this. To these, and to 
those \vho have it in mind to \\-rite, the answer 
is that the Staff Side of the vVaterguard Sec­
tional Committee laid dmvn specific instructions 
as long ago as 1925. The Staff Side meets on 
21st April. 

* * * 
In the House of Commons. on the 19th April, 

Sir Rohert Eankin a;;kecl the Financial Secre­
tary to the Treasury whether his attention had 
hccn called to the recent delays in the Customs 
examination of pa,c;cngcrs' baggage at Channel 
Ports; and whether, in view of the large 
increase in visitors expected during the Coro-
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nation season, any steps are being taken to 
augment the Customs and Excise staff at these 
and other ports during the next few weeks. 

Licut.-Col. Colville, in reply, said that "as 
regards the first part of the question, I have no 
information indicating any recent delays in the 
Customs examination of passengers' baggage at 
Channel ports. As regards the second part, 
steps have already been taken to increase the 
staff at the ports principally affected in view 
of the expected increase in the number of 
visitors to this country." 

* * * 
Readers will learn with extreme regret of the 

death of Mr. E. P. Madden, \Vaterguard 
Superintendent, North Shields. 

Mr. Madden died, at the age of 57, on the 
7th April, after a very short illness. 

Members will recollect his earlier activities 
in \Nhitlev and Association matters. He was a 
member of the first Executive Committee of the 
P.S.A. and \vas elected President in succession 
to Mr. J. Hall in 1925. 

Our deepest sympathy 1s extended to Mrs. 
Madden and the family. 

* * * 
\Vith the result at 6-2, or maybe it was 7-2, 

the football match at the Arsenal ended in a 
tumult of cheering and booing-the former (1) 
for the winners, the Civil Service team, (2) for 
the losers, the Durham Unemployed, in general, 
and (3) for the loser's goal-keeper in particular. 
The booing (not serious) was for the Referee, 
Alex. _Tames, who might well have been par­
doned for his apparent indifference to the 
breaches of the off-side rule, but could not be 
forgiven for missing the Service goal on the 
couple of occasions when his enthusiasm and 
sympathy for the visitors got the better of him. 

Torrential rain preceded the kick-off, and 
when H.R.H. the Duke of Kent took the field 
to be introduced to the teams, the famous pitch 
was like a lake, and only the mackintosh rig-out 
of the Referee appeared congruent. 

Actually the Civil Service team was never at 
any time extended, and it is therefore unneces­
sary to refer to the prowess of any particular 
player, but it is of interest to us that, in a 
team representing the Service, the only Customs 
player was drawn from the \Vaterguard in the 
person of Mr. J. R. Cooper (A.P.O.) of Thames-
haven. * * * 

The Cost-of-Living Index figure on l\Iarch 1st 
is published at Sl. This is the same as the 
figure for the fi,·e preceding- months and five 
points above the figure for :-farch, 1936. 
Normally, the figure starts to decline in March, 
but so far there is no sign of this happening 
this year, and it will be interesting to see 
whether the extraordinary stability of the 
official index figure continues throughout the 
summer. 

Head 0 ffice : 
Thames Chambers, 

Telephone: ROYAL 4279. 

13, Beer Lane, 
London, E.C3. 

President: W. E. STANDRING. 
General Secretary : \V. H. PowELL. 
Organising Secretary: A. E. FAnMER. 
Assistant Secretary: H. L. BOALCH. 

Southampton Meeting. 
On Friday, the 20th ult., a meeting of Pre­

ventive Officers was held at Southampton. 1VIr. 
J ames Cosgrove was voted to the chair. The 
Chairman explained that the object of the meet­
ing was (inter alia) to eonsicler suggestions for 
a \Vaterguard programme for subtnissicm to the 
Executive Committee. 

After an exhaustin: discus:,imt the follo\Ying 
scheme, proposed by 2\[r. c-,c;gron· and seconded 
by Mr. Goldfinch, was put t<> the· mcctin,; all(! 
c·arriecl unanimously. 

1. A Service Scale of I 'ay. 

2. To cotttmence at Hi/- per 1\Tck as at 
present, increasing by weekly instal­
ments of 1/6 to £<;() per annun1. This 
would require a little cn·er 11 years 
service, so that an officer joining at, say, 
19, would be between 28 and 29 years 
old at this period of ltis service. He 
would then, subject to a satisfactory re­
port as to conduct, zeal, etc., be allowed 
to pass a qualifying examination. and 
on being: successful he would at once 
proceed by increments of £7 !Os. Od. to 
£180 Jter annum. His apJ1ointmcnt to 
a Preventive Officership to follow in the 
ordinary course of seniority as vacancies 
occur, and in the meantime he would 
be employed as relief when required, 
and on rummage duty. 

Having read so far, we cannot expect to draw 
upon our reader's imagination too far or dis­
illusion them to any greater cedent. The fact 
remains, however, that althou.gh the meeting 
took place on the 29th, it was of Kovcmher, 
1907. It is interesting to note the similarity of 
the scheme of those days \Yith that of to-day. 
It will be obsernd that a grade akin to that of 
the proposed J.P.O. was sug~(cstecl even then. 
Some remark about being new and under the 
sun seems to be indicated! 
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Civil Service Confederation. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. 

A meetim_,_· of the Executive Committee of the 
Civil Servi~e Confederation was held on Mon­
day, the 12th April, 1937, at Central Hall, \Vest­
lllinsler, when J\1 r. F. Cooper (President) pre­
side< I O\"(T an attendance of 29 members. 

The main business of the meeting was the 
consideration of the Tenth Report of the Special 
Committee on Confederation Activities. On 
this a len12:thv discussion took place and certain 
cle~isions '\ve.re taken which will be communi­
cated to constituent organisations of the Con­
federation in due course. 

Furl her correspondence with the Guild of 
Insurance Officials on the question of recogni­
tion was reported, and it was stated that the 
Sccrctarv of the Guild had expressed apprecia­
tion of -the assistance rendered by the Con­
federation. A further meeting of Civil Service 
Editors had het:n held, at which certain decisions 
had been taken concerning advertisements of the 
North British and }Iercantile Insurance Com­
pany, Limited. 

It was reported that further correspondence 
hac! taken place with the Association of Royal 
Dockvarcl Recorders' Supervisory Staff, who had 
appli~cl for membersbip of the Confederation. 
An enquiry had been made as to the grounds 
for the formation of a separate association, and 
the reply received will be considered by the 
Finance and Organisation Committee of the 
Confederation in due course. 

On the subject of Dockyard dismissals it was 
reported that correspondence hac! taken place 
with the Transport & General \Vorkers' Union. 
A communication from the Union was con­
sidered and instructions were given for the 
matter to he further pursued. 

On the subject of the Civil Service Arbitration 
Tribunal it \vas reportt:d that the National Staff 
Side !tad come to a decision not to nominate 
~I embers of Parliament for the Staff Side Panel, 
and that the nominations of Sir Frank Gold­
stone, Professor H. J. Laski and Dr. J. J. Mallon 
had been sent in to the Minister of Labour. 

It was reported that correspondence had been 
received from the Association of Laboratory 
Assistants, Chemical Defence Research Depart­
ment, who had gi,-en notice of withdrawal from 
the Confederation, the reason being· that the 
members of the Association were joining a new 
Association to be known as the Association of 
Scientific and Technical Assistants, War De­
partment, which would be affiliated to the Insti­
tution of Professional Civil Servants. 

An invitation was received from the Railway 
Clerks' Association for the Confederation to be 
represented at a Conference being called by the 
Association on the 19th April, 1937, of bodies 
interested in the effect which the new Contribu­
tory Pensions Bill has upon voluntary contribu­
tors in excepted occupations. lt was reported 
that the General Purposes Committee of the 
National Staff Side had had the position of 
Civil Servants in relation to the Bill under con­
sideration, and had cleeicled to send a deputation 
to the Minister of Health on the position of 
Civil Servants, which was somewhat different 
from that of persons in other excepted occupa­
tions. It was decided that the Confederation 
be represented at the Conference being called 
by the Railway Clerks' Association, and ::\Ir. 
George Chase, Mr. P. H. M. Hoey, Mr. L. C. 
White and ~1r. Ross \Vyld were appointed to 
attend. 

Consideration was given to the question of 
Official Delays on Staff Claims. A sub-commit­
tee of the National Staff Side had been con­
sidering this question, and the Staff Side, at its 
last meeting, had received a report from the 
sub-committee in the following terms:-

"That the Committee recommend the 
National Staff Side to recommend to all 
constituent Associations that, for the time 
being, in all pay claims there should be 
included as a preamble a demand for an 
assurance, precedent to discussion of the 
pay claim, on the following lines:-

'That any agreement shall have finan­
cial effect as from the 1st of the month 
nearest to half-way between the submis­
sion of the claim and the conclusion of 
the agreement.' 

" In default of sue h an assurance being 
forthcoming, disagreement should be declared 
forthwith on the pay claim and it should 
be referred to arbitration." 

In the course of discussion attention was 
dra\vn to the point that, in connection with the 
long delays on the part of the Official Side in 
salary negotiations, the whole of the damage clue 
to such delays fell upon the claimants, inasmuch 
as it was the usual practice of the Official Side 
not to agree to ante-dating· of salary increases 
to a elate prior to the first of the month on 
which an agreement might he concluded. The 
opinion was expressed that the best way to deal 
with this position was on the lines recommenclecl 
to the Kational Staff Side in the report of the 
Sub-Committee on Official Delays on Staff 
Claims. 

1 t was agreed that the Executive Committee 
endorse the proposal of the suh-commi t tee of 
the National Staff Side as set out above. 
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Plymouth District Meeting. 
The Plymouth District staged its Annual 

:-recting on the 8th instant at the Mount 
Pleasant Hotel. The attendance ~was extrc:melv 
disavpointing in view of the ample notice givc;1 
and of the fact that the date \vas fixed to avoid 
the leave an,] relief season. 

The first item was the election of office 
holders for the ensuing tweh·e 1t10nths. Votes 
of thanks were accorded retiring workers, and 
the posts now filled by-

Chairman-).fr. C. J. Low, A.P.O. 

Vicc-Chairrnan-Mr. S. G. Johns, A.P.O. 

District Secretary-:Mr. L. C. Hockey, A.P.O. 

District Organiser-Mr. T. J. E. Collings, 
A P.O. 

\Vhitley H.eprcsentative- l\lr. C. Tl. 
Sanndcrson, .AY .0. 

Auditors-l\Iessrs. E. J. Spragut', P.O., and 
C. J. Low, A.P.O. 

Journal Correspondent-Mr. C. ·1 f. 
Saunderson, A.P.O. 

Discussion next centred on a few items of 
local importance and decisions were come to as 
to appropriate lines of action. 

The remainder of the time was taken up in 
considering the Executi,·e Committee's J<cor­
ganisation proposals and the amendment:; fnr­
warded from the various Districts. 

vVith such a limited attendance, adequate dis­
cussion of all the various aspects ',£ the pro­
posals \vas somewhat difficult. So protracted 
were the arguments that the meeting l1ad to be 
terminated before any concrete support was 
forthcoming for the scheme or an amended 
scheme; but much ground had been usefully 
traversed and it was hoped to conn·ne a con­
cluding meeting, at which definite proposals 
could be forwarded from the District for the 
guidance of the South Coast Councillors. To 
the elate of writing this complementary meeting 
has not been held. 

At the conclusion, the continued absence of 
the Preventive Officer members was generaly 
deplored and the hope expresed that thev would 
soon come along to the District meetin,gs with 
some constructive proposals to help along the 
Association generally, and in particular render 
our own District less ridiculous in the eves of 
other areas (where the P.O.s apparent!); have 
buried the hatchet and arc now working for 
mutual good order and understanding). 

The meeting closed at 10.45 p.m. with a vote 
of thanks to the Chairman. 

Hartlepool District Meeting. 
TlLe Annual District Meeting was held at 

\\.est Dock, \\'est Hartlepool, on Friday, April 
16th, 1937, Mr. Roy, P.O. (Sunderland) in the 
Chair. 
Election of Officers. 

Chairman-Mr. Roy, l'.O. (Sunderland). 
Vice-Chairman--:-.fr. L. Staniland, A.P.O. 

(Hartlepool). 
District Secretary & Journal Corrcspondent­

Mr. ]. Burke, P.O. 
District Organiser-~fr. W. V. Reed, A.P.O. 
Local \Vhitley Committee (A.P.O. Grade)­

Mr. L. Staniland, A.P.O. 
District Auditors-Messrs. A. Coates, l'.O., 

and Mr. L. Stanilancl, A.l'.O. 

Conference Agenda. 
As time did not permit a full discussion on 

all items, the Area C'lltlttcillors were instructed 
a,; to support on vario11s resolutions from Abcr­
,Jecn and Southampton. 1\1 embers \H'H' unani­
mous in leaving all otltcr uta! lns to the discre­
tion of the Area Councillors (except Reorgani­
sation), in whom the District has full confidence, 
and at a later stage in the meeting a hearty vote 
of thanks was accorded 1\f essrs. Davies and 
:-roore for their uw;elfish and spiPmlid assist­
ance. 

Reorganisation. 
Having· dropped the Executive scheme in a 

constitutional manner by majority vote, mem­
bers produced schemes of their own, and after 
lively and strong discussion the scheme of Mr. 
]{oy, P.O., Sunderland, was tmanimously adopted 
as the best approach to a complete and satis­
factory solution for both P.O. and A.P.O. 
grade:-. Owing to shortness of time it will he 
impossible to publish the scheme before the 
Conference. hut it will be tabled by our E.C. 
with full district support. Briefly, its main 
characteristics are: Salary, Leave, opening up 
Avenues for Promotion, A.P.O.s' responsibilities, 
Examining of all Dulk Goods, Retirement, and 
other matters of a reorganising nature. Its 
great advantage appears . that it is straight, 
c;imple, easily understood. and should again 
unite the P.O.s and A.P.O.s as one Association 
body. 

Thus another memorable J)istrict meeting 
concluded shortly before 10 p.m. The District 
Secretary takes this opportunity of thanking 
the Tyne Area Councillors (:VIessrs. navies and 
M oore) and the members at Sunderland, Sea­
ham. Hartlepool and Middlesbrough for their 
wonderful support at District meetings during 
the past year. J. BURKE. 

District SecretarY. 
Note.-In the heat of battle some me~ber 

lost a Waterman fountain pen. c\ tobacco 
pouch was also left behind at the previous 
meeting. Will the owners kindlv let me know 
their addresses? . 
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Necessitous Negotiations by Nod. 
CODES.-Failed A.lJ.U. l1as comykte set of 
Codes amended UlJ to date, togeti1er with 
General Orders ditto; will sell or exchange for 
something really u,dul.--lJox 2345. 
TYPEWH.LTEH .. -Six-bauk Uverwood No. JO 
Typewriter. A few e<llJ::> missing Lut otherwise 
mechanically souml. Very usdul for C.P.O.s. 
For sale, 10/-.-lJox 23-+6. 
S.NIOKlNG.-Officn gi\ing UlJ smoking has 11!(; 

lbs. Tobacco Cav., 3~ lbs. Tobacco O.S.. 550 
Cigarettes for disposal. \Vhat offers ?-Box 2347. 
UN lFOH.J\1.-Very distressed OHiccr living in 
a very distressed area has six sous aged 16, 15, 
14, 13, 12 and 11. \Vuuld appreciate gifts of old 
uniform. No uniform hats rcquired.-lJox 2348. 
CODES.-C.P.O.'s man has large quantity of 
Code parts, General Orders and sundry circulars 
for disposal. Guaranteccl unpicked. Many finds 
and rare editions nu doubt could be found. 2/­
the sackful. Carriage 7/6.-Box 2349. 
ALTERAT10KS.-?v1cssrs. Coheu & lsaacs, of 
Whitechapel, would alter uniform to the needs 
of Officers. P.O.'s uniform transformed into 
dinner suit, £5 Ss.; A.P.O.'s ditto, £4 4s.; "Tails" 
(two pairs of trousers required in addition to 
complete suit), £10 10s. These are very useful 
for C.P.O.s at Service dinners. Wanted, 
\Vatcher Constabk's top hats; no matter how 
torn or greasy. 
BOOKS.-Young A.P.O. having no further 
interest in the Officers' examination has small 
library for disposal. Amongst others arc: 
Profc~c;sor Einstein's "111 clody in 13 flat," Feo­
dore's "Autothcnno-chnornatics," Dr. Llillwatcr's 
"Making of ~lulecides and Mites," Hego's 
"Chinese in Ten Years," and 20 other volumes 
of miscellaneous l1air-raising fiction. \Vould 
sell or exchange for a Lcica camera.-Box 2350. 
FURKfTURE.--A.P.O. on promotion has com­
plete home for disjJosal, con,;isting of Iron Bed­
stead with bedding, one Japanese Cane Chair, 
Kitchen Table, two Chairs, Square of Lino, 
Fender and Fircirons, Cutlery (all markc; re­
moved), one Brass Binnacle (suitable for plant 
stand), together with four packets of Danskc 
Brod, half side of Bacon. 56 lhs. Tea, 112 !be;. 
Sugar and 12 tins :\filk. For q]c, clwap at £3. 
Would consider hire purchase at £3 3s. De­
posit 3/- and do your bcst.-Box 2351. 
ELECTRIC-Officer with mccl1anical turn of 
mind \\·ill, on receipt of a Postal Order for £1, 
forward full instructions of ho\\. to me,;,; up your 
electric light meter so that it won't register.­
Box 2352. 
HANDY TOOL-Officer, after many year,; of 
close studv, has invented a handy "gadl!;ct" 
guaranteed to open all ward locks and padlocks. 
Should be in the hand-; of all rummac:c Officer,;. 
Entered at Pilferer's Hall. Price 6cl. noc;t free. 
TncludiiW insurance, packing all(! hancllim;. 2/6. 
-Box 2353. 

--------------------------------
CAR.--Officer whose term of officiating has 
terminated desires to dispose of his 1922 car. 
Done only 155,000 odd miles. \Vill entertain 
exchange of really good bicycle.-Box 2345. 
THA VEL-Officer who returned home from 
leave on the back of a lorry has return half of 
ticket for the journey London to Pctcrhead for 
sale. No reasonable oJTer refused. Silence a 
negative. .-\pplicants should enclose a stamped 
addre,;sed cnvelope.-Box 2346. 

Do You Know-
That the earliest ancestor of the Coastguard 

was the Officer appointed by the King to extract 
as much as he possibly could out of foreign 
merchants, and "·hen this vv·as first practised is 
lost in the mists of antiquity? 

That King Ethelred li established a regular 
import tax on wine landed at Billingsgatc, most 
of it for religious use, and it became the custom 
fur foreign vintners to give the king a jHJrtion 
of their cargo in exchange for permission to 
trade? It is generally understood that this was 
the origin of the term "customs," but Ethelred's 
system,.is the first of v;hich we have any definite 
kmndedge. 

That in the davs of the Normans, London, 
Sanchvich, Bristo( Southampton and Chester 
were the only towns through which wine was 
allcm-ed to be imported? 

That a law was passed in 1745 gi,-ing Customs 
Officers extra powers to combat smuggling, as 
three-quarters of the tea consumed in this coun­
try was smuggled? The law made the v;holc of 
a countv liable for any offence committed within 
its limits. T f the smugglers succeeded in res­
cuing goods seized by the Customs, as they 
frequently did, the county wa:' fined £200. A 
£40 fine >Yas inflicted on the county if a Customs 
Officer was beaten and £100 if he was killecl, 
v.;hich makes a poor value of the Customs 
Officers' li,·es compared with the amount of fine 
for' recapturing property. These fine,; were, 
l1owever, refunded if the Court Jll'Cl\'Cd a convic­
tion \vilhin six months. The captor of a 
smuggler taken after a lapse of 30 da.,vs or more 
from the time of his offence was re\\·ardcd with 
£500, which had the natural effect of prcnnting 
the Customs Officers being in any undue hurry 
to capture their man. The only humane part 
about the Act was that smugglers who volun­
teered for service in the Navy were pardoned 
any pre\·ious smuggling offences. 

("His IVfajesty's Coastguard," 
by Frank Bowen.) 

That the Customs Rel.(ulations were first con­
<;o]idatcd into a Code in 1787? 

That it was from urgent consideration of 
Xalioual Defence that the Custollls organi,;alion 
\\·as tightened up, and in JROCJ the Preventive 
\Vatcrguard was formed to link up with the 
Lancl:c:nanl and the Navy? 
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Correspondence. 
Sir, 

You will no 
times when the 
words fail. 

doubt realise that there are 
tongue is almost stilled and 

The occasion when colleagues and friends 
forgathered to 'sec me ofi the premises ' at 
Sunderland was such an occasion. 

\Vhilst 1 appreciate from the depths of my 
heart the sentiments of good will expressed hy 
my colleagues, I feel unworthy, to a large 
degree, of the tributes paid and feel that while 
tribute is paid to one a share is due to others 
with whom one has done service and whose 
comradeship, understanding and assistance has 
at all times done much towards the enrichment 
of one's official life. 

To all such I extend my tribute and say 
" thank you for your comradeship." 

Now, Mr. Editor, in conclusion T would ex­
press my own attitude toward:; life's pm·pose, 
as follows:-

1 do not seek to rise upon men below me, 
Or be pulling at the robes of men above; 
I would only that a few dear friends may 

know me-
And knowing, love. E. B. .J ENNER. 

Dear Sir, 
1n reply to Mr. N. A. Ramsav's letter in 

the last issue of the Tournal: -
As Secretary of th~ Customs & Excise Sports 

~eeting, the programme includes inter-Depart­
mental sport each year; would like to see entries 
from all over the country, to compete in the 
Championships at all distances, inter-Depart­
mental Tug-o'-\Var Championship (for the 
Chief Preventive Officers' Association Challenge 
Cup), also Customs Departmental relay. So 
this being Coronation year why not enter a 
team in the various events and so promote 
interest throughout the department, also have 
an enjoyable evening in meeting your friends 
from other ports. 

Yours sincerely, 
CHAS. W. K1NGETT, 

Secretary, C. & E. Sports Meeting. 

C. & E.. Uramatic Society. 
1\t the Cripplegate Theatre on 13th and l.fth 

April, the Customs and Excise Dramatic Society 
produced their previously advertised play, "On 
the Spot," by Edgar \Vallace. [t can be said 
without fear or favour that the production was 
excellent in every respect. Mr. Kay Greenc, in 
the role of Tony Perclli, portrayed the gangster 
part with a technique that compares very 
favourably with some of our well-known \Vest 
End actors. Other members of the cast, too, 
deserve commending in producing a show that 
was well worth seeing. We are looking forward 
to the Society's next production. 

For Your Note-book. 
CALCULATIONS. 

453.6 grammes ~ !lb. 
Oz,; to grammes x by 567 + bv 20. 
Kilos to Pounds x by 1,000 + ~ bv 454. 
Litres to Pints X by 88 + by 55.­
Litres to gallons x by 22 + hv 100. 
1 pint ... S68 litres or 20 ozs. -
1 quart 1.136 litres or 40 ozs. 
1 gallon 4.5459631 litres or 160 ozs. 
2 gallons and 1.6077 pints ~ 10 litres or 1 dcca 

litre. 
22 gallons and .077 pints ~' 100 litres or 10 cleca 

litres. 
I litre ~ 1.76077 pints. 
100 litre,; _c_ 22 gallons and .077 pints. 
165 cubic feet ·~ 1 standard or U load; (de;,],). 
42 cubic feet = I Shipping ton Tim>:r. 
1 cran Fish 26?, Imperial gallons. 
1,000 Jledics U ozs. 
Shipping Ton Maize .f() cubic fed 
Stack of \\'ood 108 cubic feet. 
Cord of \ Vuod 128 cubic feet. 
Fathom of \Vood = 216 cubic feet. 
Fathom of Lath \Vood ~ 144 cubic feet. 
St. T'etersllllrg Standard of Tlcals = 165 cubic 

ft"et. 
Quebec Standard of Deals ,, 275 cubic feet. 
Load of Square Timber = 50 cubic feet. 
Load of Eough Timber ·10 cubic feet. 
Standards to Loads X by 165 and + by 50. 

A quick \\'ay of multiplying 'teens together 
!S:-

To om· of tl1c numbers aclcl the unit figure 
of the uthcr, all(] add 0, to this add the product 
of the two unit figures, which gives thE' answer. 

e.g. lllutliply 16 by 18. 
16 18+6 -~ 2-t add 0 = 240 
18 8X(J -18 .fR 

288 288 
To find the number of gallons in round vessels 

you multiply the square of the diameter bv the 
depth and this product by 4.9. -

e.g. 36' square of diameter. 
7' depth. 

252 X .f.9 1,234 gallons. 
This measurement is in feet, i.e., the vessel is 

6 feet in diameter and 7 feet deep. 
Try a tank 4' 6" diameter and 6' deep, you 

should get 595.35 gallons. 
To find the number of g·allons in square tanks 

you multiply all the dimensions together, then 
the product by 100, which divided by 16 gives 
the number of gallons. 

e.g. A tank 4ft. long by 4ft. broad and 4ft. 
deep, how many gallons? 

4x4x4x 100 
= .tOO gallons. 

16 
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Smuggling Prosecutions­
NEWCASTLE. 

.·\t the Ke11·castlc Ci11· Police Court, on the 
12th in!'lant, T. l~undc( a fireman of the S.S. 
Craster, of llamburg. wa> cltarged \lith rnn­
realing 20-f tncchal1ical lighters. 

Tit<" go<ods, 11hicl' II'<TC c<>ncca!Cll under a 
shovelling plate in tJ,,. bunkers, were discovered 
by Messrs. ( ;_ llel\ ami J. l;ailes, A.P.O.s, of 
the l~unnnage Crt:w dircctctl by Mr. E. \Nalton, 
P.O. 

The offender was com·ictccl and fined £5 or 
31 clays imprisonment. lie pleaded that the 
proceeds of the stnugglinf( liTre to he used for 
the purchase of a rnam for an unborn child. 

The case for the Crown was conducted by 
l\fr. \V. C. \\'aclmore, C.P.O. 

:\t tltt· :-;"utlt Shields l'olicc Court, "n the 
1-fth itt.stant, .\. l\ elhcibel, cook of the Cennan 
qcamer ".\I arion Traber," frmn Zeebrugge, was 
charf(erl with concealin~( lO lbs. of tobacco, O.S. 

The goods, which were CIJnccaled underneath 
a qu<mtity of eggs in a box, were discovered 
by .\fr. R \Vest, A.P.O., of the :V1iddle Board­
ing Crew in charge of Mr. E. Thomson, P.O. 

The ofiemlcr was fined £6 15s. Otl., plus the 
usual Court fees and expenses. 

The case for the Cro\\"11 was conducted hy 
1lr. l\l. Reilly, C.P.O. 

MERSEYSIDE. 
Art intcreslinf( seizure was made recently on 

the J;ritish tanker "':-;pondulis," from Curacao, 
when Messrs. Edmondson, J\fcShane and 
Stewart, A.P.O.s, of the Canada Rummage 
Crew, under the dir<:ct ion of .\lr. T. J. K eill. 
P.O., discm·ercd one allC! a half pounds of Indian 
Hemp, a quantity of prepared Opium, and three 
smoking outfits. The !Jctnp \vas concealed in an 
ingenious manner, being contained in six canvas 
shoe socks, the full shape nf the ,hoc sole and 
heel, compressed to the thickness of .{ to i;; of 
an inch, and skilfully stitched around the edges 
with fine ,;!itches. The socks 11Trc foun<l within 
a disused pipe in the en.l(ine room storeroom, 
but it is c1itlcnt tkll tlH' intention hac! been to 
walk away \l·itlt the drugs. 

HULL. 
At the Hull City Police Court, on the 13th 

instant, Manual Oh·arria, f1renwn on the Spanisl1 
steamer "Aritz ::VIendi," \Yas charged with con­
cealing· 2!% lbs. of O.S. tobacco and 1 f.r lbs. of 
cigarettes. In his defence, he put forward a 
novel plea. He stated that he had hidden the 
goods so that he could give them to a shipmate, 
who was returning to Spain, to take to his 
father and two brothers who were fighting there, 

They had written to him saying that they were 
short of tobacco. He was fined £3 4s. 7d., plus 
10/- interpreter's fee, or one month's imprison­
ment in default. The fine was paid. The goods, 
which were concealed beneath a quantity of 
fire-bricks under the vessel's boilers, were dis­
covered by Mr. C. vV. Harrison, .\ P.O., of a 
rummage crew direct Pc! hy 11! r. I~. F. 1..:. 
Brewster, P.O. 

l\fr. P. \V. Howanl. C.P.O., condnctctl the case 
for the Crown. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

Unusual praise for the Department came from 
the Chairman of the llench during the hearing 
of a smuggling case at Southampton Police 
Court on the 13th instant. He stated, "The 
Bench are quite conversant with the excellent 
work of the Customs officers and appreciate 
the distasteful jobs they have to du on tnan~ 
occasions and the way in which they carried 
out their duties." Later the Chairman su.c;gcsted 
that all officers of H. l\1. Customs had what 
was known as an extra sense. 

The defendant in this case, a Mr. \V. B. Rowc. 
passenger on the "Aquitania," was fined £74/8/­
D.V. D. for attempting to evade payment of duty 
on a camera. Mr. H. Stevens, A.P.O., 1fr. G. 
:t\ewin,g, 1'.0., and Mr. F. Mathers. C.P.O., were 
the officers concerned. 

Before coming ashore from the "Voltaire" 
cruise on the 15th instant, a lad,· passf'nger 
deftly sewed up 21 embroidered linen articles in 
the cdtouldcr and side linings of her camel-hair 
oycrcoat, which she carried a:;lwre over her 
arm. This lady's ingenuity cost her £12 12s. Od. 
Mr. L. I3attersby, A.P.O., has a penchant for 
overcoats. 

Unique Coronation Year Offer. 
For Coronation Year orders from now on, a 

new "Peace-and-Safety Instalment Account'' is 
off creel to our readers under simple and equit­
able conditions hy 1fcssrs. M ortnns, who supply 
practically everything. The customer's debt 
would he cancelled in any of the M orton de­
partments should death occur before the goods 
were paid for; and in addition to the debt­
cancellation, £]()() to £500 Free Insurance against 
fatal accident is provided for customers who 
order furnishings or pianos from £25 upwards. 
ln vie\\· of the obvious advantages, we can 
recommend all our readers to write for Peace­
and-Safety Leaflet and Catalogue of any desired 
articles to Messrs. Mortons, Highhury Place, 
London, N.5, mentioning "Customs Journal," 
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Obituary. 
DEATH OF MR. E. P. MADDEN. 

Mr. E. P. Madden, Superintendent of the 
Newcastle \Vaterguard Division, died, at the age 
of 57 years, at his residence in North Shields 
on the 8th instant, and was interred at Preston 
Cemetery on the lOth instant. 

The funeral \vas well attended: about 60 mem­
bers of all ranks of the Department following 
the cortege to the graveside, and a number of 
floral tributes, including a wreath presented by 
the P.S.A. 

Of late years Mr. Madden had been singu­
larly unfortunate, having had several accidents 
(including a broken leg which kept him off 
duty for a considerable time). The actual cause 
of death, however, appears to have been double 
pneumonia. 

MR. F. BEIRNE, P.O. 
It has to be announced with great regret that 

the body of Mr. Beirne, who has been missing 
since the evening of January 31st, was found 
hv a local boatman on the 15th instant. 

. The body was in the ¥rater in the Dock at 
Blyth, his home port. 

At the inquest an open verdict was returned 
and the interment took place at Blyth Cemetery 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, the 17th April. 

Mr. Beirne leaves a widow and three children. 

0 Wad the Power-
A contributor to this month's "Harper's JVIaga­

;dne," writing on the United States Customs, 
mentions, " It is my hope that some day this 
country may have a Civil Service on a par with 
that of England, attracting men of capabilities 
instead of men who have failed in other lines 
of work; a service respected by the average 
citizen instead of one cordially detested. [ am 
idealist enough to dream that some a man 
will be able to say with pride that is a 
Government employee, and that he will feel the 
satisfaction of contributing to his country's wel­
fare something not bought with dollars and 
cents." 

Southampton Note. 
\Ve welcome to Southampton fifteen of our 

colleagues from other ports who are here to 
reinforce the staff during the Coronation 
period, and hope their stay with us will he an 
enjoyable one. Those of them visitiug this 
port for the first time should find their ex­
perience of work here during a rush season 
very interesting. Although at the present time 
our office accommodation leaves much to be 
desired, we can assure who wishes to 
transfer here permanently it is to be 
remedied. In the meantime the congestion has 
to be seen to be believed. H.L.F. 

Changes in the Staff. 
TO 12th APRIL, 1937. 

APPOlNT:.IENTS. 
A,.;,;[:;TAK'l l'HE\'I·:KT!\'1: llFI-'Il'i·ll(:': 

\llan, ll. 
I Javics, _r. U. C. 

TRA.:\SFlmS. 
PREVENTIVE OFFICERS:-

Cole, A. \VicJ.;:, Inverness to Dover. 
Evans. S. l .nndon to Swansea. 
Cold,miL. \\·. S., Lundon to Dover. 
Oak. ll. C.. Swansea to Dover. 
Pc:·kin,;. J. to \Veymouth, 

S••nthan 1 1' ton. 
Pk,eut;;, C. Southampton to 

S 1~ ~ )J"t:hatn. 
SmitL, F. P., llovn Folkestone, Dover. 
SpcaL 1'., Poolc, Southampton to Dover. 

ASSISTA.t"T p REVENTI YE OFFICERS:-

Arnott, F., Belf<bt to Leith. 
A.tkimun, J. l'., X cwcastle to Folkestone, 

Dover. 
Bcrmin.;, B. A., Granosend, London to Dover. 
13rownC', E. G, Harwich, Ipswich to Folke-

stone, Dover. 
JluntnH.::·, J. H., Rr;chc;;tcr, London to Dover. 
Elliot, G. R., Snut ltamvtnn to N cwcastle. 
Cr·rAlycar, S. F., Lmdun to Southampton. 
Little. \\'. E. A., Canlifl to GraYcsend, 

L•!lldnn. 
Lowc. R. _1., Bnstun, Crimsby to London. 

J. A., Belfast to 

London Puole, Southampton. 
R. r;nwcsend, London to ::\cw­

h,-, •. T\1, Brighton. 
)., Sharpness, Newport to Dover. 

]~,·an, P. H. J., London to Southampton. 
Shaw. C. F .. S• to Liverpool. 
\Va,·klt, \V. H., Swan$ea to 

Gran:scml, L(mclon. 
\\'ilkimon, E, Middlesbrough, Sunderland 

to D(n·er. 
\\',odroofe, ll. C., Fishguard, Swansea to 

Cr,nTscnrl. London. 

PI\O::V10TIONS. 

A~>hTAXT l'R::YEc<TLYE Orvr~·'·:H~ TO i'REITXTTVE 
0FFTCEHS :--

:\1 on to Gravesend, 

01-FlCER LFAVJN(; THE SERVICE. 

Death. J\laddcu, E. P., Newcastlc-on-Tync. 
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THe CHLLOP 
TH~ CORUISH 

COHST 

If Cornwall is still for you an undis­
covered country, what n.:::w and thrill­
ing holidays you have in store. At 
every turn the Duchy will provide you 
with a rich and str-ange experience. 

When you have discovered the 
grandeur of its coastline •.. the rich 
blue of its sea ••• the tropical 
luxuriance of its flowers ••• the 
quaintness of its villages . . . still 
there will remain, for your delectation, 
a host of other features. 

This year, let the G.W.R. 
magic carpet, transporting 
the Cornish Riviera-the 
"Holiday." 

BEFORE YOU GO 

be your 
you to 

land of 

Obtain these two books:-" THE COHNISH RIVIERA" 
by S. 1'. :U. 1\L\lS, price I/· (2/6 bound). 

"HOLIDAY HAl;XTS" 1937, containing Holiday 
Addresses, etc. (price 6d.). 

HOW YOU (;ET THERE 

":Monthly Return" Tickets (xcl. a mile 3rd, I~d. a mile 
Ist class) issued from nearly all stations. 

WHE:\' YOU GET THEI\E 
Cheap Ist and 3rd Ciass \V cekly Holiday Season Tickets 

will enable you to see the best oi the Duchy. 

Merseyside v. London. 
On Tuesday, April 6th, the long-discussed 

football match took place and resulted in a 
convincing win for Liverpool by 7 goals to 1. 
The weather was absolutely perfect and a large 
gatl1ering· of spectators from London, Liverpool, 
,\lanchester and other ports witnessed a very 
fine game wherein the weight and fine physique 
of the Londoners \vere matched by the quickness 
and team-work of the 'Pool. We were 
lwnourecl by the presence of Mr. C. M. Wood­
ford, O.B.E., the Inspector-General, and Mr. 
I'urclye, \V. Supt., London. Other welcome and 
distinguished guests were Mr. T. J. D. Large, 
O.B.E., Collector, Liverpool and Mrs. Large, 
1\lr. Brown, Assistant Collector, and Mrs. 
Brown, l\1:essrs. l\Ierron, Thompson, Fowler, 
J ackson, Little and Angus, Waterguard Sur­
veyors, and of course all our own officials who 
are ever present at all our matches, amongst whom 
were our own Superintendent and President, 
l\lr. B. J. Herrington and Mrs. Herrington, and 
.:-Irs. Little. Another familiar and very wel­
come face was that of Mr. J. C. Burkey, ex­
\Vaterguarcl Superintendent, Hull, also those of 
~Ir. J. T. Lee, C.P.O., Manchester, and Mrs. 
Lee. .:-Iany other old friends and colleagues 
made reunions, and although they are too 
numerous to mention here, they were all wel­
come and appeared to enjoy themselves. 

After the game over 150 people sat clown to 
tea and under the Chairmanship of Mr. C. P. 
Titherley, C.P.O., speeches were made by Mr. 
Herrington, Mr. Large and Mr. Woodford, all 
of whom expressed their pleasure at being able 
to be present. The I.G.W. was received with 
musical honours. 

After tea an adjournment was made to the 
concert room and an informal smoker was en­
joyed by all until 11 p.m. Several good "turns" 
\\·ere given by members of both Liverpool and 
London staffs, revealing rare talent and much 
humour. Most of the acts were accompanied 
in perfect style by Mr. G. E. Harding at the 
piano. A large number accompanied the 
visitors to their train and a very happy day ended 
to the strains of Aulcl Lang Syne and three 
cheers. 

Thanks are due to a number of workers 
for the success of this function, and we feel 
bound to mention Mr. T. Hope, Hon. Secretary, 
Messrs. Hylancl, Clayson and Titherley of the 
Committee, the Referee, Mr. W. B. Baker 
of the Custom House, the linesmen, ushers, 
soloists, bartenders and all who had a hand in a 
very good "Do." In conclusion, photographs 
were taken by the Press of the two teams and 
the spectators. Applications for supplies of 
these should be addressed to Mr. F. Hope, 
A.P.O., Landing Stage, Liverpool. 

J.W.D. 
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Preventive Staff Chess Club. 

PROBLEM NO. 152. 

WHITE 

BLACK 

Dlack to play and mate m three. 

Solution to 

1. Ktx P eh. 
2. 0· 116 eh. 
3. B ~K7 mate. 

No. 151. 

K-Ql. 
KtxQ. 

Customs and Excise 1S:ports 
·Club. 

Tl~t· llio,.,t imp"rlant evcul uf the Sports Club 
of general intcn:sl i,; the Annual Sports Meeting. 
Ti>i:; has been fixed for TlJUr>day, June 17th, at 
the Ci\·il Service Ground, Chiswick. Arrange­
ments are well in hand both for the competitors 
and spectators. The programme of events in­
includes the Championships, Handicaps, Open 
Events and Novelty Events. The good services 
of all members of the Department are sought 
in making the meeting a success; the particulars 
will be circulated shortly, and the Committee 
hope that all sportsmen of the Department will 
do all in their power to encourage members to 
enter an event or events. The meeting is held 
under the patronage of the Honourable Com­
missioners of H.JvL Customs and Excise. So 
we ask all members to book this date. Bring 
along your wives, children, sweethearts and 
friends to spend an enjoyable evening. Further 
information will gladly be given by the Hon. 
Sports Secretary: Chas. \V. Kingett, Customs 
and Excise, S, Jewry Street, E. C. Full details 
in next issue. 

Hull W aterguard Sports Club. 
CARNIVAL DANCE. 

The club's dancing season was brought to a 
close on the 2nd April last, when over 
400 members and their friends enjoyed a night 
of gaiety at a carni\·al dance held at the As-
sembly HulL Some idea of the popu-
larity of this be had bv the fact that 
the doors had hefo;e 10 p.m., and 

were turned away. 
The hall was decorated and carnival 
novelties were distributed duriug the evening. 
1fr. Kay, \Vaterguard Superintendent. and Mrs. 
Kay. very generously prodded the prizes which 
·were handed out during the 'spot waltz.' In 
addition to ::Vh. and l\hs. Kay, the following 
were also present: 1lcssrs. Abcl, Howard and 
Stevens, C.P.O.s, and their wh·es, and Mr. 
Costain, C.P.O. The success "f the dance, and 
indeed those of the whole :<cason, have been 
due iu great mea•,urc to efforts of .!\Iessrs. 
Barker (Hon. Sec.). Crouks, Tl><>mp;;on, Mudd, 
Mo,;s, l<ay·mcr and Drury, who constituted the 
Committee. R.\'v'.B. 

Merseyside Football. 
As forecast by supporters of our thriving 

team, we WPll the Ilamblcdon Cup on \Vednes~ 
day, April 14th by defeating Rum'r•rn Co-op. 
F.C by 4 goals to nil at Hmtcr•rJL A good 
number of spectators the team and 
witnessed a game in which 
Ct!:itoms wc·rc on top. Goals were 
scored by Day, MacLachlan and Pullock. It is 
understood that in lieu of medals each player 
receives a miniature cup. and these, coupled 
with those presented with the Lever Cup, which 
is destined to be \I'Oll bv our '' Saturdav Team" 
(in which players frnn.1 tl>c 1 hrec de,;artments 
are represented), will make handsome ornaments 
on a few Customs' sideboards. Our team has 
but two more league matches to to wind 
up what has been a very season, and 
it is to be hoped tliat the same clcvl:'n will be 
available for next year when a bid will he made 
for the Lupton Cup. J.\V.D. 

• 

Southampton Golf. 
Over twenty members of the staff have joined 

the ncwly-fom1erl C. & E. Golfing Society. 
Various competitions have been arranged in 
\Yhich the \Vaterguard ~hould gin: a good 
account oi themselves. 

Although difficulty in getting suHident time 
off dnt\· tu play matches in the smmner is a 
handicap it1 itseli, this new venture ought to 
be a success. H:L.F. 


