
The Customs Journal 
VoL. 34. ::-.Jo. 858. September 11th, 1937. FoRTNIGHTLY. 

CONTENTS. 
PAGI! 

Current Comments 213 
from "The Cu,;tums Jourual," 

214 
!Jrphans', \\'idows' and \Var 

:\lcmorial Fund 215 
\\'itho11t Cummc·nt 215 
Cidl Service Examination~ 213 
Correspondence 216 
Injury on 216 
c\ Peep into Future 217 
0 \\'ad the Power 217 
Do You Kt~O\\ 217 
TIH·· K C\yc,;t :\ rabian Kights 218 
J'lymouth-A Cameo ... 219 

Cousin Oflicers 
Tidcsmcn of the 18th 
Korth Ncath News by 
I mpossibk (7) 
For Your 
Changes in the Staff 
I3el fast Prcscn t atiou 
:\s we sec Others 
An :\pology 
Lnpton Inter-Port Challenge Cup 
c;ran·scnd Cricket 
C. & E. 
P.S. Sports Section ... 
Glasgow (;olf 

PAGR 

220 
220 
221 
221 
222 
222 
223 
223 
223 
223 

223.22~ 

2.23 
224 
224 

Lettrrs to the Editor, and articles and correspondence intended for publication should be addressed 
to the Editor, " The Customs J oumal." 93, Fairfax Road, H ontse3', London, N.8. 

It is essential that all matter for insertion in the forthcoming issue should reach the Editor on o• 
before the Monday preceding day of publication. 

Al'}'El\. ." rcce;;s~ oi seven \leeks the Joint 
· Lomuuttcc of C. & :t... :\s:.coC\atw:.,; met 011 

awl virtually re-opened \Vhitlcy 
011 the major quc:.ctions. T'he 

delay,; and im:sitahlc 
th~ vacation period no 

and l'1crc b 
that hu;.;incs:; now proceed with 

after the much-needed spell 

Cummittee 
and nominatior;s 

on The Committee 
is t'• be is likely 
w take place ami that the \YOrk the Com-
mittee and the ::-:taif Si,lc ·will continue to be 
in the capable hands of its we11-tried official;:. 

* * * 
and important a-; Dcpartmen tal 

umlouhtedly' arc, there 
Le a natural tendency to cJnccntratc attention 
on the workings oi . the vVa terguanl Sc<:tinnal 
Committee. 

'Members will be glad to learn that a meet­
ing of this Committee has hcen for 
llH: 27th September. The StalT Side meeting 
takes place on the 23rd. 

Some idea of the scope of the di,cussions ca11 
he glcant;d from a glance at the agenda. 

\York and vVait .h:uk 
Payment for extra 
Recruitment of Ste-ersmen. 
H_eorgani~ation of Launch Service. 
Annual Leave of A.P.O.s. 

etc., of ::-Iohilc Crews. 
casb :\.P.O.s on Rununaw: 

du tics. 
Electric 
bsue of 
Age of retirement oi ofr!cia!s. 
]{corg:anisation of \Vaterf,'uanl Service. 
1 s:;ue of improved rummage cquiprnen t. 
t:niform-two suits to new cnt~anb. 

* * 
T1Ie September meeting of the Executive 

Committee ( P.S.A.) \Vill be held on the 27th, 
immct!iatcly after the meeting of the \V.S. 
Committee and will permit early treatment of 
urgent arising: on the more important 
itenb. apparent haste will be more 

appreciated when it known that pro-
y[sioual made to hold 
the Annual and 28th 
October. 

In the of this latter announcement it 
here to rcminJ District Seen> 

that Conference resolutions and amend .. 
to the Constitution should be forwat'dc<l 

lS 

tarics 
mcnts 
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to Headquarters as early as possible anJ that 
'"Business for the Annual Conference " should 
be an item on the agenda Gf e-very district 

the Committee' 
Councii on tlu; 

control, etc., of Aerodromes takes place on 
9th Se[ltcmbcr. The Committee \Yill consider 
a draft report am\ it is ar1ticipatcd that this 
will be the final meeting. Quite oln·;ously, com­
ment on the report would he out of place at 
this stage. * * * 

\Vhat is probably the ;end yet 
the hardest worked Suggestions 
Committee-comes into 11c·,n this week with 
the intimation that its Staff Side ~'ecretary will 
not be standing for re-election on the 21st 
September. 

Mr. H. H. T. who has carried out the 
onerous and exacting work of the Committee 
for the past twelve years in a manner con-
scientious to the nth has been 
appointed as one of the to the 
C. & E. Federation. 

* * 
The newly introduced Credit Service appears 

to have been much needed, judging by the 
number of members taking advantage of it. 
Among the enquiries, however, one point seems 
to stand out and suggests clarification. This 
relates to the reference to " Banker's Order." 
The popular impression is that the Credit Ser­
vice is available only to members who operate 
a banking account. This, of course, is quite 
erroneous. The service i« available to all 
members-with or without banking accounts. 

* * * 
The sGcial season is drawing near and among 

the earlier announcements we note the Hor­
ticultural Society's Autumn Dance and Cabaret 
on the 29th October at Portman Rooms (2/6d.), 
the Armistice Night Rally (in aid of C. & E. 
Social Service) on 11th X ovembcr at Harrods 
(2/6d.), and the London Preventive Staff Sports 
Club Annual Dinner and Dance on 18th Novem­
ber at the First Avenue Hotel (7/6d.) Each 
of these dates is really worth booking. 

Customs W aterguard Associations 
An 5?!~:~"!:~rth COUPON Pr~:..,t• 

To KENDAL &.: DENT 
WATCHMAKERS TO THE ADMIRALTY, ~c 

Gold Medal, Pari• Exhibition 
Ma•mfacturing Gold•mith•. Wholesale Jewellero, ~" 

106 Cheapside, London, E.C.2. 
Plea•e send me, free ofohorge, a PRIVILEGE TICKET 

ralating to your offer of Special Discount to members 

Name .......................................... OHice ........... . 
Address ..........................................................•. 

This Coupon can be posted in an envelope under !d. stamp 

Excerpts from 

-. QI:ije Qi~nztnttt5 JfJ.lUtttal," 
lOth September, 1904. 

UNDERMANNING IN THE WATERGUARD 

has beeu 
ami pound· 

at preoent finds 
say penny-wise 

a(h·i;;cdly, as unduubtcdly the 
:·cvenue rs the present policy 
tlwusands of every hundred that is 
saved. Of course, it is well known that the 
advisers of tLc Boanl \\'ill: their uuiimited faith 
in other honesty poc;h-pooh this and 
ask and Proof can be given, and 
will be \vhcn the proper time 

\Yill be an outcry and 
scapegoats. 

In many Preventive OHicers and Boat-
men are galiDped to death, particularly 
on the day sta~ions, and as a cousequence the 
most important duties are performed in a slip-
shod manner. is passed wholesale 
with the most examination. Bonded 
stores are somehow, am! bulk cargoes 
of all kinds are examined at a distance. The 
supervision exercised over the sl:ipment of ex­
port coal is like the examination oi free goods 
at some ports, nothing more or less than a 
farce. 

Of course, our penny-wbe rulers say that the 
revenue is not cndaugcrcd by this mode of pro­
cedure. Their plea is that the public generally, 
and merchants in particular, are much too honest 
to think of taking of auy \Veak spots 
in the Customs armour. , their belief 
ha> received a few rmle sl:oeks lately. Perbaps 
there will be a grand a\Yakcning some day. 

It will be said that the foregoing is an 
statemc:1t of facts and that no 

would allow such a state of things to 
cxi~t. Preventive OGiccrs and Boatrnen. how­
ever, know full well that many Collect~rs do 
not take the interest in the \Vater-
guard and are indifferent as to how 
matters go in that departtt1ent. Other 
Collectors who, although they are aware that 
tlv:ir staffs are s!oort-hanclcd, are afraid 
the Board so. \Vi-;e men, they arc 

for well they know that any 
the to the truth 

about such matters run,; of being barred 
from further prumotiou. 

There arc rumou:·,; of an Inquiry into the 
\Yorl;:in.c: of ll:e CusiClms department and I have 
no doubt that, if onr E:,ecutive \\ill be 

:md cn:n more than has 
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Customs and Excise Orphans~~ 
Widows~ and War Memorial 

Fund. 
The Quarterly ~~lceting of the Executive 

Committee look place in Room 120, Custom 
House, C. J\1. \Voodfonl, Esq., O.ll.E., occupying 
the Chair. 

:Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and confirmed. 

The Hon. Secretary's quarterly financial 
statement \vas jJrc,;cutcd and approved. The 
statement gave the following lncome and Ex­
penditure item,; :-Income: Subscriptions, :£905; 
Dividends, :£130; Donations, :£8. -Expenditure: 
Rule 23, :£567 being grants made to assist in the 
maintenance and education of children. Rule 
26, :£286, being grants made to widows left in 
ll('Cl'"itou, circumstances. Grants made under 
other Eulcs amounted to :£81. 

Fift;·-r,'nc applications from established 
ofhcial.c d the Department for membership 
wc:·e U•' ,'·iercd. _\11 were clcc'ccd. They com­
prised 1 Surveyor, 13 Oflicers, 2 U.O.s, 2 Exec. 
!YI[cc; s, 1 c\:"istant c\cct .. 1 H.C.O., 19 D.C.O.s, 
3 C.O.s, 1 C.P.O., 3 P.O.s and 13 A.P.O.s. 

New application,; were C<lll:iidcred from five 
wido,\·s asking for a,;,;istancc in the maintcn­
ann: and education rA their children. Grants 
\;er:: waclc, i.e., to the w;dows of a Surveyor 
.ln<l a \.Vatert;uard Supt., each left with one 
child, to the widows of two oil:icers each left 
with one child, and to the witlow of a P.O. 
left with three children. 

K cw applications from fiye widows made 
on their O\Yn behalf were considered. Grants 
of :£20 \\'ere r•;aclc iu ty,~o imtanccs. One applica­
tion \\~a:; referred back for fm·tltcr information, 
and two avplications were refused. 

Se',~en wicluws ajlplied for a renewal of assis­
tance, and the grants were renewed. One ap­
plication for rcnC\Yal was referred back for 
f urthcr infurmali,Jn, and in t11 u instances the 
Cummittcc tlcclinccl to make further grants. 

()nee aga~n ~\1 r. c;. 1-iperon \\'as unaninlously 
re-elected Hon. Trea:;urcr. 

After the re-election of a Visiting Committee, 
the ~Ieeting closed with a \C!cc of thanks to the 
Chairman. 

Without Comment. 
"Mental nimbleness is not necessarily intel­

ligence. Often, sitting on examination boards, I 
have wondered, "How would Darwin, or 
Bismarck, come out of the test?" 

--Plrihp \V"Y'". ;~].:admastcr. 
of St. Marylebone Grammar SchooL 

Civil Service Examinations. 
Day Classes. 

The Civil Service Educational Council in con­
junction with the London County Council has 
arranged a series of Dav Classes to be held at 
the Westminster Traini~g College, Horseferry 
Road, \Vestminstcr, S.\N.L They will com­
mence at the end of September, 1937, and enrol­
ments \vill take place during the week commen­
cing 20th September. 

Classes will be held during the day-time in 
preparation for the following Civil Service 
Examinations:-

1. Typists and Clerk-Typists. 
2. Shorthand-Typists. 
3. Clerical Assistants. 
4. Clerical Officers. 
5. Executive Officers. 
6. Assistant Inspectors of Taxes. 
7. Sorting Clerks and Telegraphists. 
8. Probationary Inspectors. 
9. l\Iinor and ::\Ianipulative Grades 

-Entry to Clerical Class. 
10. Boy Messengers. 
11. Assistant Preventive Officers. 
12. Officers of Customs and Excise. 

Preparation for these examinations will be 
given by experienced tutors. Tuition in the 
following modern languages will also be given: 

(i) French. 
(ii) German. 

(iii) Spanish. 
(iv) Italian . 
(v) Russian. 

~ative teachers will conduct the language 
clas.ses. 

Full information concerning the times of the 
morning and afternoon classes, fees and other 
particulars can be obtained from The Secretarv 
The Civil Service Educational Council, Parli~~ 
ment ::\1ansions, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
S.W.l. 

Head 0 [/ice : 

Thames Chambers, 

r elcrholle: ROYAL 4279. 

13, Beer Lane, 
London, E.C3. 

President: W. E. STANDRING. 

General Secretary: \V. H. PoWELL. 

1 Jrqanising Secretary: A. E. FARMER. 

/lssistnnt Srrretnry: H. L BoALCH. 
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To the Editor, 
Dear Sir, 

At least ·I deserve your thanks for having 
provoked five letters in answer to my criticism 
of the " C.J." 

One point on which I \Yas wrong has been 
well and truly expo,;ed, namely, the printing 
of "Changes in the Staff." In my igncrrancc 
I was not aware of any scheme whereby retired 
members could contribute to the "Journal." 
My apologies to our former colleagues, and 
may their shadows never grow less. 

I\.\V.B. agrees with me so heartily that I ha,·e 
nothing to say. He l1as ob,·iously gi,·en thought 
to the subject, and I think his suggestions as 
to further reports of smuggling cases are quite 
sound. 

I definitely disagree with "Anon." and S.J.D. 
" Anon." is polite, hut S.J.D., from an apparently 
supnior intellectual perch, bemoans "the 
attltude of many in the \Vaterguard to-day." 
My contention, for those who forget, was that 
we have so little space, ancl our "Journal" is 
such a specia1isecl publication, that we should 
omit things which ha,·e not a direct hearing on 
the \\'aterguarcl. \Vhile agreeing that we 
should be informed of anything which may 
affect us, I still hole! that something "which 
indirectly affects the Civil Service in relation to 
County Court work," cannot have any bearing 
on our position. I resent S.].D.'s innuendo that 
we of the \Vaterguard are of such low intelli­
gence that we are incapable of doing anything. 
I am proud of the Waterguard, and convinced 
that a good officer mu,;t have a high mental 
standard. People who have such a standard arc 
not those who overlook any avenue which may 
lead •to their own betterment. It may require 
discernment to sift the wheat from the chaff 
when news of other associations is received. 

E.H. demonstrates at least one method of 
turning reports of prosecutions to good account. 
But both he and you, l\I r. Editor, imply that I 
don't think reports of prosecutions of much 
value. Although I didn't say much about them, 
I do enjoy reading them 

By all means give us twelve pages if you can, 
and keep a nice head of froth on. If I gave the 
impression that I object to the lighter side of 
the "] ournal," it \vas a wrong one. I have had 
many a good chuckle over "Neighbourly Kippits 
by N ocl." \Vith regard to chess (and bearing 
in mind that "hell hath no fury like a chess­
man scorned"), I object only to the publishing 
of problems. Chess players are entitled to 

descriptions of matches, or social functions, just 
as football and cricket players are, but the prob­
lems are impersonal, and can be obtained else­
where. Football players do not demand exposi­
tions on the throw-in, or cricketers on the 
leg-break. 

I don't intend to write again on this subject, 
as a protracted correspondence becomes irksome. 

H.G.R. 
Sir. 

1\Iy sympathies to you in your struggle to 
do the impossible and please each reader. I 
have no grouse at present, but I certainly should 
have if you bowed to H.G.R.'s wishes and cut 
the chess column. Chess boards figure pro­
minently in many watch-houses and the 
fortnightly ches,; problems arouse considerable 
interest; I am sure that I voice the 011inion 
of many in \\·ishing to retain this feature. 

\Vhile on this subject, our thanks arc due to 
.\J"r. Bishop for the very able manner in which 
he produces this column issue after issue and 
maintains such a high standard. Possibly he 
would be only too pleased to he relien:d from 
the onerous duty and it says much for his 
enthusiasm that he has not taken advantage 
of the slight criticism !1Ublishecl and beat a 
graceful retreat. Too little appreciation is 
shown to that little band of stalwarts who, 
without thought of any reward such as is paid 
to contributors to the majority of other Civil 
Service publications, keep the Editor suppliccl 
with copy and thus enable him to pro,luce a 
Journal of surprisingly goocl quality for such a 
relatively small organisation as the P.S.A. 

I3.B. 

Injury on Duty. 
An unfortunate accident occturc<l here on 

Thursday_ 12th August, as Mr. ]. G. \~ining, 
P.O., De!fao;t, was leaving the s.s. Arlington 
Court. Just as he stepped on the gang'cvay it 
took a "run," the lashings snapped and it 
turned sideways precipitating him head fore­
most into the clock. The space between the 
ship and the quay at the time \Yas approximately 
twenty inches, and all the onlookers coulcl sec 
for some time was Mr. Vining"s cap floating 
in the water. The dockers in their excitement 
were pushing at the vessel in an a !tempt to 
case her off the quay. "!\Ir. R. Sloane, A.P.O., 
however, snatched up a rope from the deck 
and as soon as .\Ir. Vining appeared, Iowerccl 
the end to him and with plenty of assistance 
soon hauled him out. 

The ambulance was on ·the scene in twenty 
minutes and conveyed ::V1r. Vining to the Royal 
Victoria Hospital where it was ascertained that 
he had a dislocated shoulder, some had bruises 
and was suffering from shock. i\Ir. Vining is 
still on the sick list, but is making steady pro­
gress towards recovery. We hope he will soon 
be back in his accustomed place again. ].G. 
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A Peep into the Future. 
Scene: A business office, the walls cuvere<l 

with files ancl thick ofiicial-looking books all 
neatly labelled and precise. Hanging from 
hooks round the walls are more files and yarious 
coloured documents, charts ami graphs, etc. 
This office is occupied by four bent figures all 
poring throug·h thick horn-rimmed glasses at 
official documents. The senior one sits in 
splendid isolation at his O\\n desk and when 
spoken to is referred to as " Guv'nor " in a 
respectful tone. He, like the rest, is attired in 
a black coat, pin-stripe trousers and spats. 

The next senior one alternately \Valks round 
to the others inspecting their work and fawns 
round the "Cuv'nor." The ] nnior one is occn­
piecl in menial tasks such as filling ink-pots, 
cle;:ning nib;;, his work being interrupted from 
tillle to time by vicious kick,; from the other 
tw<• persons. These kicks are borne with a 
patience which he has inheritc<l from his pre­
decessors since the beginning of time. 

A door opens and on the tlHeslwl<l appear:; 
a ghostly figure in a shabby ill-flttin1~ uniform. 
1 fc heo;itates awl ajlpcars uncertain of himseli 
lmt acldrL·sscs the nearco;t Clerk thus: 

Ghost: " [~'-ClloiC me, 1 thought that this \\·as 
the Custom 1 [ouse." 

Clerk: "So it is. \V hat dll you want? \Vc 
arc -very busy, you kno\v." 

Ghost: " [ \Yanted to sec some of my olcl 
colleagues, A.l'.O.s you know." 

Cleric: " \Veil, \YC are A.P.O.s." 
Ghost (aghast): "\Nhat! A.l'-O.s Don't you 

\Year uniform?" 
Clerk (ruff1ecl): "This is the usual garb fr,r 

office work, i:m't it?" 
Ghost: "I suppose so, but clon't :;ou go 

afloat?" 
Clerk (puzzled): "Afloat? \Vhat do you 

1nean ?" 
Ghost: ''On launchc,;. Don't yon know '\\·hat 

a lannch is, or does 0
" 

Clerk: "Oh yes 1 \\'hat do you want trJ kl\(l\Y 

(he takes down a large book from tl1 e rack and 
quotes from it). 

"The launch 'Snorting ~uc,' tonna~;c (;0. 

lc:1gt11 -\0 fc·et, breadth ]() fcc:t, .sjlecd ;1 t nnxi­
mu;n 2.5 knots (with ticlc). Consumes -tO tons 
of coal per \Ycck. Crew 1 na\·i,.atinu officer 
(late R.N.), 1 Enc,;inccr C:om1~1and~r (late 
H..N.), 1 ?\aya\ expert on deck l'atrollecl lo 
Ancient Lights lao;t night and l1ack to 
Squeakancl Creek" 
G/10st (staggcre<l): "But clon't you <lo any 

run1rnaging ?" 
Clerk (a little nonplussccl, lmt his expression 

clears and he says):-
"Oh! you mean the quarterly return and 

monthly digest. vVe arc busy on !hat now. I 
got four hours' O.T. out of it + is '\\·cek. 

(He takes down a o;heaf of papers and slJO\YS 
them to Ghost '\\·ho is further taken al1ack bn t 
like a g·enuine old-timer comes back for more). 
Ghost: "Ah! but Id mr: sec, you must clo 

some jlassengers occasion all v still." 
Cleric: \Veil, '\l'l~ used to <~bout ten years ago 

but it took up too much time, you sec, ami 
interfered with our clerica.l clutics ami raihYav 
special train services, so now a C.P.O. attencl~s 
and takes records, time and other data a1Hl \\·e 
tlo the rest here." (He shO\YS another book 
full of figures in rc<l and blue ink certified 
cross-certified, etc., to Ghost who io; n~w almost 
speechless). 

Ghost: "But surely you have a Doanling P.O. 
ancl A.I'.O. wlw do some 1\cvenue l'rotection ?" 

Clcrh: "'vVell, >Ye do, but the A.P.O. who 
should he here this evening is off sick >Yith 
writers' cramp hut l can tell vou to the sccon<l 
hmv much ,tim,~ they spend o~ doing each task 
Oll hoard sn1p. 

(As he reaches over to get another book the 
Ghost seizes the heaviest book in reach and 
brings it d0\\'11 with a resounding· l1ang on tlH~ 
sleek head of the bumptious Clerk all<! glides 
tnwarcls the tloor which he opcnc; with prac­
tical hat11l \Vitl1 a piece of wire ancl disappears 
into thin air. R.S. 

0 Wad the Power. 
"I acted as an interpreter for a Frcnclm1an 

who seemed very much bewilclcrcd by all that 
was going on ami the official ncath- :-rlw\vccl 
his gratitude by marking my lug:,;ag~ without 
eommcn t. 
....... I myself had nothing to tleclare, but 

two friends had a good deal of silk embroiderY 
to slww. After asking whom it was for th-e 
officer llllt it all back \vitlwut further ado alH! 
turned his attention to a big Cerman doll -\~hich 
one of them hac\ bought. 

Usually the duty on such thinc.:s is !tea\·,·. 
\Vhat h«ppenccl this time wao; that the ofl1cc.r 
vicked 11\l the doll tenderly, made her open ami 
~hut her eye::-:., ::-:.ay '• 1nan11na" and ·• papa,'' 
patted her on the hack ami returned hcr with 
!he dry comment, '· l hope the child \\oil ap­
preciate her.n 

Doubdc,;:;s the pc•or man \Yas fcclin:.; iadccl 
after having coped \\·ith six boat-lc;acl~s of 
lu>l!clay;n::tkcrs in one aflernoon, the cuhninating 
l'a;·ty being 1,600 strong·. 

His reaction to the charms of little Elsa (as 
1 he dui! had been christened) proved very 
, trikln;"ly that even Customs Off1cers arc human 
after all! 

-;-;ottingltam Evening News, 21st Aug., 1937. 

Do You Know-
That the London Customs hail of "Ooo-oi !" 

is ,aiel to be clr:ri\nl [p;J'l lhc call oi t:.c 
"watchers" of the Tower calling upon French 
vessels to stop in the name of "Le Roy !" 
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The N ewe~t Arabian Nights. 
THE TALE OF THE CONJURER AND 

THE CUSTOM HOUSE INSPECTOR. 
There \Vas once a comely young man named 

).[ ustanha Job who was famed for his unfailing 
probit)' ~u{d uncxamplcd ability in the place 
\vherc arc collected the dues levied by the 
Sultan. He was also spoken of with admiration 
for his ability to subsist on a few small pice 
a day. lt can easily be imagined with what 
indignation and pain he observed one day a 
COllJUrcr \vho had arrived with others in a 
large galleon, the "Arabia," place inside the 
inner band of his turban various articles of 
undenvear, eighteen flasks of sherbet and much 
lllixture for smoking (O.S.) With a cry of rage 
he summoned the Vizier, Abdul the Damned, 
from his place at the 1{oyal Treasure-table 
and besought him at least to behead the dis­
Lc;;Jcsl conjurer. 

"1\t least," said the Vizier, stroking his chin, 
'" Tweh,c strokes on the bare feet. And yet, 
maybe he did not intend ... " 

The conjurer fell uvon his knees and cried 
in suppliant tone, "Spare me, my lord, for what 
was it after all but a boyish and indiscreet 
lJLlnk? Be not le~~s generous to tnc than the 
Foreman Stevedore and the Porter." 

l ~ is known that these royal officials delight 
in humorous stories telling of strange and in­
credible people performing impossible feats. 
"\Yhat tale is that?" asked the Vizier. 
" Stop me if you arc already familiar with it. 
l t runs thus." 

THE TALE OF THE FOREMAN 
STEVEDORE AND THE PORTER. 

An uncertain stevedore of the foreman class 
named Ali Uozi,bal \ras standing with his forty 
thie\'CS on a barge on to which was being con­
\.c\·ed from a treasure-ship much costly mer­
clJ;ndi,;c, am! loobn~; at the bowl of ti1c sky as 
one seeking an omen. 

"Do you seek a forecast of the horse-contest 
to Le held l\\() huurs after tltc sun stand;, 
highest?" asked a witty porter from the gate 
uf the harbour. 

•· i\u,·· said the foreman, who was indeed re­
gal din~~ an airship flying serenely above. "I 
arn thinking of what provision I can make for 
\'uUr future, slave." 
' .\t this remark the porter was much amused, 
and the foreman presenting him the look of 
one about to raise a scimitar, and again regard­
ing the aeroplane failed to observe certain 
oranges which had fallen from a case the 
workmen had accidentally broken open at the 
time of the midday repast. Stepping on one 
of these fruit, he therefore fell in the water with 
a loud lamentation. The courageous porter, with 
no hesitation, jumped after him and with un­
paralleled strength, brought him to land. 

The foreman thanked the porter fervently 
but, said he," as you let me drop my golden 

watch, a gift from the mother of my wife, I 
will throw you in again." 

•· 1 Jo not so,"' said tl1e porter, ''for my father, 
Tomi Far, was a justly celebrated warrior and 
taught me some of his more difficult feats. I 
will cleave you in two, you ingrate, if ... " 

" Stop," said lhc foreman, " treat me no less 
lllcrcifully than the Sweepstake .Merchant and 
the Publican." 

·• \Vhat talc is that?" said the porter. 
THE TALE OF THE SWEEPSTAKE 
MERCHANT AND THE PUBLICAN. 

Once upon a time in tl1is city there was a 
certain itinerant seller of tickets for sweep­
stakes, by name Padi Kif, who plied a busy 
trade in the places where were sold strong 
waters. One clay, the Sultan, whose gods had 
told him such amusements were impious, sent 
his soldiers to prevent the landing of these 
tickets <l.t the seaports. Fur they were sent 
to Arabia from a distant and unholy land. It 
therefore came to pass that the livelihood of 
J'adi Kif became as deciduous as that of him 
who sells turbans of straw in the cold regions. 
The ingenious seller, therefore, vrocurcd papyrus 
and, for he had some learning, depicted charac­
ou this papyrus resembling those formerly sent 
from the far country. As the frequenters of the 
cara\·anscrai thought these elegant things in 
themselves and more elegant for their promise 
of 111any dra~·.l;.lla l1~ ;;old thc111 like: \\';lnll CUlll­

iits. One day a certain publican, a fat and 
evil person, learning that the character:, on the 
papyrus \Ye re not as tltcy ~ecuH.:d, ai LL::r l1c had 
desvatchcd a messenger to collect treasure he 
believed he had won, deciared that he >Yould take; 
l'adi Kif to a high place and cast him outwards. 

·· \\hat trouble over a small piece of par er 
when in your own store you !1ave all th,~ 
treasure a man needs? \Nil! killing me give 
you the more treasure? Nay, treat me no less 
werciiully than the Association Secretary and 
the Geni." "Never heard of it," said the Pub­
lican. 

THE TALE OF THE ASSOCIATION 
SECRETARY AND THE GENI. 

A certain secretary of an association, tiring 
of labouring loug hours for his slaves >vhcn he 
could be studying the dancing-girls at the 
"Casino" (for he was a man sober in demean­
our but fond of the luxuries of the city), said 
to himself, " 1 am weary of toil in the place 
miscalled Beer. "\Vould that the treasure I 
seck for these slaves would corne to them with­
out industry on my part." 

As he was thus speaking dolefully, he was 
wiping a lamp used for inspection oi the pirate­
corsairs with an ancient agenda. Picture then 
his astonishment vvhcu a huge black appeared. 
•· 1 am the slave of that lamp," he said with a 
wide gesture. "Ask what you wish, my master, 
and it shall be yours." 

The secretary had but opened his mouth, " A 
pint ... ", when the geni, for such he was, 
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disappeared and in a little time returned with 
many documents. 

"Appointments," he said. "For all the lesser 
slaves. Speak but the \VOrcl, master 

With many cries of delight ..... 
"1 get you," said the Vizier, "lww lc1ng \Yill 

it take you to finish this tale?" 
"You have heard but the preface," said the 

conjurer. "If you will let the train depart and 
employ yourself extra hours . . . " 

"Extra hours?" said the Vizier. "Now, in­
deed, will I punish you. You may pay three 
times the value and dues of your merchandise 
or appear before the wielders of the bowstring." 

"And my goods?" said the conjurer. 
"That is Yet another talc," said the Vizier. 
The Vizie; became honoured in the city and 

Mustapha Job, marrying his beautiful daughter, 
became an Officer and his days were long in 
the land. C. F. S. 

Plymouth-A Cameo. 
Despite its population of approximately 2:. ;··,GOO, 

Plymouth is a peculiarly old-\HJrici and cmn­
pietely west-country tO\\'n. lt gives the impres­
sion of living still in the days of l lrakc. Here 
1s no hustling, cosmopolitan, sea-front, \1it!1 
foreign colonies of Arabs or (~reek:.; or HiJ](hJ..;. 
Just a somewhat sleepy and thorou.o,ldy l lcnm­
shire tuwn. :\[odern amusements d·' 1wt 
prosper here. Skating rinks, indoor swimmin[~­
pooL.;, gymnasiums, theatres, arc· not to be 
found. There are, however, dance halls, pubEc 
houses and picture houses, in abun,lancc. 
Summer bathing, tou, is v;f.'ll catered for at 
Tinside swimming pool. 

The real pride of the city, howen:r, is it.s 
situation, one of the finest in England. Built 
het\1·ecn the l'lym ancl the TaEJar, \vith the 
Devon moors behind and the sweep c>f th~ 
Souncl in front. The \Vatch-housc is built in 
the (~.\V.R. clocks almost bdo\\' the famon.; 
Plymouth Hoc. The view from the winclmy is 
invariably commented upon by new-comers. 
And it is inclcecl ma;;nificcnt on a summer day. 
A great expanse o( sparklin:-: \\'aler, \\'ith the 
green slopes of Staddun T!cighb on the left 
and the woods of Monnt Edgccumhc f.'st:·.t•: o1; 

the right. 
Devonport, now incluclcd in tile cih· c!l 

Plymouth, the :\'aval Base, is rm the Tan;ar. 
The chclnarcl there dominates the life of th,· 
whole to\~n. The great majorit:; of tl1c m·: ' 
arc emrJloyecl in it (there arc 110 other in:h;s 
tries of an 1· magnitude), a ne! in one ,,-:11- ,,. 
ano•hcr the. X a\·~ influences the li1·cs of ,;.c._.,_­
one. Pcrha•cs because of this f1c Phmonthiarc 
with a dav off dutv lwtakcs h:n1sclf <:111' r-e 
T'lvmouth .. And in this respect l1c is i;;:kcrl 
sc~·;ed. Boats \vill ta);:c l1i;•1 o·;cr t" -ic-e:>: 
little Ca·w:;anrl, or far up t)J:· g-loric n,-,.,. 
valleys bet\·;een rounded \'C"dan1 hi1,.. .\lmc-s;· 
innu~erablc hnscs and trains •::ill ~a1:c hi"-

ronnel the coast, to bathe from quiet little 
bcachc:;, or up tu the moors to climb the 
Tors. All of which reminds one of the sarcastic· 
saying that l'lymouth is a goocl place to gd 
C•Ut of. 

The vVatcrguard Staff of the port i:; fifteen 
:\.P.Cl.s and ten I'.O.s, distributed as follows:­
one Rummage Crew, three Boarding Crews, one 
P.O. and t\\'O A.l'-O.s at the Xaval Station, one 
P.O. and one A.l'.O. on liner boarding, ancl the 
remainder General and Relief. 

The old-\vorlcl nature of the place appears 
in its some·,vhat out-of-date docks and wharves. 
Consequently, 1 'lymouth doe:; not rank high as 
a cargo port. l n the rear ended 31st :\farc!l, 
1937, 381 vessel:; clischargcc! cargoes from 
forci2;n direct and 70 via another British port. 
Thes·~ cargoes \verc chiefly grain, oil, timber, 
stra\1·herries, tomatoes, bulbs. During the year, 
gz deck cargoes, irm·arcls, were measured, but 
none outwards. The shipment of stores also is 
a vcn· small item. 

The real 1vork of the staff i,; in dealing with 
passengers' baggage and the 'J avy. Liners call 
herc from almo.st all parts of the world, save 
Europe, an<l land passe11gcrs by tender. In the 
vear un<ler review 34,421 )Jas:;engers passed 
through onr baggage shed. .·\s Plymouth is 
merely :t calling port, the passengers are landed 
immedia1cly on arrival, which may he any hour 
of the twenty-four. 

Perhaps the classic example of early rising 
here 1vas providccl by the P.O. ancl A.P.O. who 
went on duty at 7 a.m. one ::\[onday and got 
steadih· earJic,- e\·erv clav of the week It mav 
be easily imagined that three months of that i.s 
somewhat wearing·. The worst feature of this 
passenger business, lwwe\·er, lies in the fact 
that one can ncn:r be snre of lwinl; off cluty on 
any particular <:vening. The making of appoint­
ments for two or th rcc days ahead JS 

impossible. 
Tl1e Xaval \Vork is more spasmodic. In the 

period JHeviously mentioned, 99 naval vessels 
arrivccl from foreign. This ma,· not seem very 
mnc!1, hnt unfortunately the ships do not arrh·e 
;.ind,·. And it must be rcmembcre<l that in a 
ere\·,· of al;out 1,000 there may he f()O men who 
desire to pa,· cluty. ?o ,·;hen the fleet come's 
Lome from the :- r ecliterran ean or China SL1.tions, 
the -,,·hole staff has to be called upon. There 
have been occasions in the past when the 
hoardin<~ WZ\tchcs were carried on entirclv b,· 
,\.T'.O.c, . . 

Th" other grc:lt occupation of thr sta[f here, 
is relicvinc; Pcnz~·ncc, Hayle, Falmonth, Truro, 
Par. Clndecoto\•;n, Fowey, Drixh'lm, Applcdore, 
'f-o·~qtJ0y, !!a,1:no~1th. Fxrno11th, 'fci,~~-ntnonth. 
:C:ci\h 1s1'"'- ;\;·;· ell rcli~vcrl from Plymouth. 
T~1~1s a cn·,si~~crahlc pnrti~n of each year is 
usu~n:- ~~pent ;1-.;,,~ay f,-o!n hn1ne. 

Finally, owrtirw f:-.r .\.P.O.s a\·erages £30-£35 
r>cr cnnnm. Renh arc high hut li1·ing is, on tlw 
,\·hnlc. rc;1.sonahlv cheap. /\. N. OTHER. 
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Cousin Officers. 
That excellent correspondent, H.L.F. of 

Southampton, in a recent 'Journal,' gan: us 
some quotation from an article in an c\merican 
magazine cailed 'The Crime of Coming llomc,' 
\Yhich was an attack on Customs officers in 
America and other jlbces. Apparently more 
frecclom in the mattLT of rmhlicity is allowed 
to the American ci\·il sen·ant than to us for, in 
a later number o£ the same maga7-ine, ap11ears 
an ans\ver to the charges by a Customs Inspec­
tor. \Vhat he has to say may interest hi,; 
English-,;orry, British-equivalent by reason of 
:1is affinity to us as nu1ch as by l1is dissin1ilarity. 
He opens by admitting cli:;courtcsy hut, 'the 
public is not \\holly hLmclcss.' ll c speaks of 
stuppin~~· an in1J,ortant-LJoklng car on thL 
hcJnlcr. Inspectors don't like cars. 'In it m:~y 
he an official who luoks unfavonrahh· on anv 
inspc·ction or maybe ,;omeone's frict;cl \\·hos~ 
complaint \\oulcl receive instant attcn tion. On 
the other hand it may be a bi.c< shot in the 
Customs Bureau and then you'!! be sorry 
n· YOu TJO~'T LOOK liD[ 0\ EIZ CAin·> 
FULL\' ... Damned it' ycm do, daPlllccl if ~uu 
don't.' fn tlti.s case th;_· pa:,scngcr i:; askc•.l ii 
he 1~ :\n1crican and gi\·c:.- ihc in~;pccior :1 ~trcan1 
of alnhc for his 'da1<~11 fool Cjttcs,ion'.' So the 
In,pector kne\Y he \Yas a nati,-c! 

'I an1 \villing to grant/ he t2,-ocs on, 'that 
ordinary people arc ,c,ctterally honest; yet it 
i:~ :-,llrpr1sing \\'it~l \\·hat Cr)(Jllll'~S 
upright citizen~ can lie t1) a Cn:-1t:•n1s 
It JS h<nn:~n n;tturc to re<ent the <:'ami nation 
of cl'fcct...:. But rc111c1nhcr that thl' avc<~I~J' 
J nspcctor g-ets no kick in pa\\·ing· cycr :-'Onlconc's 
clirt\- clothes ... I knO\Y one Inspector v;]Io 

va:--;cd a rcspcctahlc-lnoking I:un:Jy \\·jtlHJlH 

C\:an1inati\1l1, and upon returning- hon1c the 111211 
complained to the department that tl1c l'us~om,; 
Service \Yas incfftcic11t and lax ... The ] nsy1cctnr 
was junwcd on (_\mL·rican cnphemism for 'put 
011 paper.')' 

l'crhaps, he tl1inks, the system of recruitment 
has something to do \Yith the faults of tlll' sn­
Yicc. Consider 'political pull.' After Laki'lf" 
hi_:; cxat111nation the ,.,~ritcr hacl to \\'ait- :<~Ye:·;~l 
months until he got in touch \\-ith a local politi­
cian and then he \Ya~~ aJ'pointcd i:Jltncrli::-tte1v. 
..:\pr;~r·'-'ntl.:- Co1l).-:'!T .,c;;.nlC"i\ c;~p ]Jc._yc r;~,'..:.~<:; r·r;t 
up or 1lmYn in the list, nuybc. irom fiftil:lh phc; 
to ~ccond; by a \\·axe oi t:Jc 11:U1el or :1 CL'rtiil.c~tc 
t') say t1Jc ra~sce i~ {~i.<l;)lcd! 'Th~~n~.::: Co~l. in 
this ~ounlrY, etc., etc. 'Tt isn't ,yhat kn 1n\' 
that count~, hut •.Yho1n you kn-~)\Y.' ~l1~:() 
ai)plil'S \\hen cli:.-cipl:nary trouble ari:~c;;. String·_..; 
arc pulled and t],e off ender is, cr. O.K. 

~fore apprOfJriat~.' 1') rntr COtHlition-.; 1;; l1i:~ 
citafi(lll of a 1aci.._ nf il·a1n:n:~' £(··.- t~l(:' :'rt1~L 

~'on rccci\·c a h2.dgc and, hey, pn_·~;tn, yn:t re an 
Inspector. 'Ko wonder SClll1l' of the :eT'; 

adopt a hanl-hoilcd atlitul,; ',c> 

ignoran<e. Bawlin::; out a luck!:::;,; citizen \Yill 

sometimes fool a man into thinking he is 
cllicicnt.' l haycn"t anybudy in mind, readers. 
But they do have a corrcspumlencc system of 
traming after entry with a diploma to help 
tl•warcls prommion. But promotion is rare 
because the higher posts arc political appoint­
ments and the lllcn appointee[ know nothing 
of the job. Tlte:reiore if an lnsjH.:ctor can find 
another job outside the seryicc hc: hastens to 
,[u so. 

'()ycrtimc rs another annoyance. :\ obocly 
minds \YOrking a fe"· extra hours when the 
'needs of the service clcmaml,' but when it 
lJ<\]ljll'llS \\'Cl'k alter \\'Cek ... ' 

rlo\\l'\Cr, the pay, £~20 a year to start with, 
i:-1 good. ! .. ack of pr(lnlotion is \\-hat 1nakcs for 
discontent )nincipa11y. 'C ntil some means is 
rut into dl'cct for rC'.\·arcling cHicicnt scrvicl: 
the morale \\ill c-Jutinuc at a low ebb. Truly 
11lit~:ht ilJcrc be graven over the doors of our 
kder<d buildings .. c\bandon ltO)ll: all ye \Yho 
enter here."' No one can look forward with 
any cedainty to improvement in either salary 
or poSition . . Tit roughou t tlw force there is 
a cynical fceli;;g that the man who does the 
Ica:;,L g~.·ts on th(: hc~t. l-ie y;,-lJo does nothing 
:!rake, 110 mistakes . . 1 belicv<:: that the con­
ditions I ]Ja\c pointc·,l out conld be changed 
without any great cxpc!be, so that our civil 
c;cn·icL'---likc that of Englaml----woul<l attract 
1ncn ()f caj)::tbilitics in:.;tead n[ 1ncn \\-hu have 
failc,[ in other lines.' 

Fr0111 a He of Hitler. rderrin." to his fatl1er: 
Three y,~i .. -c~;, seYcll cl1il(1rcn, one divorce, one 

:,irth ],L"foce ;narria.c::e, t\n1 shortly after till" 
\':erl.ling, nn.c \\ife fonrteen years older t!Jan 
J.imsdf an:! anotber twenty-three year.; 
ynn11g cr---tl 1 ::1t 
trnn~ o:rlccr.' 
do \\-it; 1 it? 

is :<.Lyin,C>; a r-:;ood deal for a Cu~­
\Vbat's 'Cu:-Jton1:·.; officer' .~ot tn 

Here, thon,h, it is not re!c,·ant, may I say, 
that the '\\·~·tcil 1 1nu.;c Yarn' that recorded the 
offer oi t"-ojJcw·e-!Ja.pcnny to a C.1'.0., 'You 
1ikc r,nc gi::<:; hccr,' JS il1COl11jJ1C'lc. The C.l'.O. 
replied, '\'on oaght t0 knO\\' the parlour price 
i~', three-pence.' c.·F.S. 

Tidesmen of the 18th Century. 
The olficial 111inutcs of tlH' Lopdon C:otnmi.;­

sioners of Cn'·~tmns .;!1rm- t!rat tl1c Custnms 
ticlc,;tJJcn employed on The Thames lracl rather 
a lJ a ;·cl tltnc. 'rhcy \YCre d~Yicll"d in to t\\'O 

cLt~sc~, "preferable., an(l "extraol-dinar\ __ ,. 
Tlwse in tJ,c prderaLlc class \HTe kept cc;n­
stantly elllployed, the pick of them in the Pool 
and on t11c qn0.y~, and a certain 11111nbcr of the 
seniors were ,qationcd upon the sacrc:d Cu.s­
toms \Ylnd il,c·lf. 'l'ltcse last were caller! 

p;~1 zza n:..._n. 'I'hc '' cxiraci~din3r''" 1J1Cl1 \\'Crc 

e1~1p!oycd at a (hily \\·a;:;e 'shcn r<.:([\lire(l. The' 
Plaj~lrit~" oi t1 1,r__:: tiel' .-:ncn \Ycrc on "brJarding 
duty "-i.e., kept in readiness at tb: Londnn 
Cnstom House, and drafted in bodies to Grayes-
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end as required, to accompany ships from 
foreign up the Thames, and remain on board 
them as watchers till they were cle<trecl. The 
records are full of curious things about these 
waifs of the river. There were at Cran~scnd 
two taverns, at which ticlesmen were expected 
to lodge whilst waiting to be boarded. In times 
of fog or slackness. the men often remained in 
these taverns for several clays, and then the 
tavern-keepers \\·ere permitted to achancc them 
money up to a specified amount. \\'hen news 
arri\·ed of East 1 ncliamen in the Downs, a IIUI1l­
her of tidcc;nJcn were sent to I lea! to be boarded 
on them. These men performed the j(jurney 
from (_;r,n·eseml to Deal on horseback, am! were 
as merry on tlle \\·ay as Chaucer's Canterbury 
Pilgrims. 

Once two of the tide,;men cjuarrellecl, and one 
trounced the other. The Board fined the victor, 
and gave the fmc to the beaten man. One 
afternoon a London tidesman \vent to sun him­
self on the Tower Quay, lit his pipe, and made 
himself comfortable. The sentry on duty 
orclered him to put his pipe out; the tidesman 
refilled it, and smoked harder than eyer. The 
sentry summoned one of the guard, am! the 
two soldiers attempted to enforce routine, on 
which the tidesman beat and u\Trthrew them, 
and broke one of their firclocks. Fur this hl: 
was sc1·erely ]JUni ,.;\1cd. 

An extraordinary tidcsman, being boardecl on 
a shijJ in the l'ool, net>;lected to apprise the 
ri\·cr ins]Jectors of the compktion of the vessel's 
unlading. \Vhy should he? Her charge meant 
2s. a day to him, and if he were cleared it 
might be a week or two before he was emp ioy eel 
again. So he stayed on for eighty days after 
the vessel's discharge. The Doard were ex­
tremely wroth 11·ith the careless inspectors will! 
had permitted this, am! made them pay th c 
tidcsman's wages out of their own pockets. 

The ticlesmen appear to have often sullcrccl 
through the churlishness or inhumanity of shiv­
mastc-rs. They were, in a way, at the mercy 
of the captains of the vesc;cls which they \1cre 
deputed to \Yatch, the captains being· able to 
make things uncomfortable for them if they 
became officious. "\ master refused lo a\lov: 
his tidesman a place in w·hich to sleep, am! 
made him walk the c!eck for t11·o days and t\l·o 
nights. The J3oard took the Solicitor-General's 
opinion on the matter, who decided that a 
prosecution would not hold. But the captain 
was not allowed to escape. There was a certain 
bounty called " Portage," ,,-hich the Customs 
paid to masters of vessels from foreign, to in­
duce them to make correct reports of thc;r 
cargoes. The Board made a practice of rdthing 
this bounty when a master failed to rcprn·t 
correctly, or otherwise misbeha,·ed, am! in the 
case mentioned they stopped it for ''obstinacy." 
Once a master lost his portage for " abusing " 
a ticlesman, and another skipper's bounty \Vas 

stopped because his ticlesman's "trunk" was 
stolen. One master gave his tidesman a dram 
upon drinking \\·hich the unfortunate fellow 
went to sleep, and awoke no more. Apparently 
the case \Yas not clear enough to \varrant a 
prosecution, but the Iloarcl stopvccl the cap-
tain's portage. -The King's Customs. 

North Neath News by Nod. 
H earliest congratulations arc extended to }Ir. 

Triton, A.P.O., of this port \vlw nearly made a 
seizure this \Ycek. J le \\'as in attendance on 
Bag·gage duty, and Lady Duns\Hlople presented 
one sea-hag for examination. \\~ith the aid of 
lorgnettes ~~H~ gayc a 1Iaugl1ty glance at the 
notice hanclccl lo her. H~T Iadyship said that 
she had nothinp; to declare, hut al the bottom 
of the sea-bag, among purple and funi linen, .'\[r. 
Triton cliscovncd a battered coronet bearing 
the motto "Deutscldand uhn Alles." On being 
questioned, the Lady admitted th;lt ,;lte had "olJ­
tainecl" it only the previoth night during a 
dr11nkcn hr<m·l in a cafe at Calais. \\·here she 
had been taking· the cure fc,r the week-end. 

H.ca1ising· that trouble seemed to he imminent, 
her Iadyship became hysterical and ,;creamed for 
1ll'r Jl1aid. The lllaicl, na111ccl Ynlllnc }fc>tJc;tarcl, 
entreated the C.P.O., yo!ubly in Yiddish, al 
f);-,t, not to lake any notice uf !\L!'lam, ancl ex­
plained that her Laclyshin ccnJlrl not have pos­
;;ihly ha,-c unclerstoocl the not ice as she couldn't 
read! * * * 

,\ plcasin,o; fnnction \Yas lo h;n:e taken place 
l1crc on the :llst .-\ugnst (pay day). \Ve had 
l1eard that ~Ir. A. K Olclan, 1'.0., who l1ad 
relin:cl c;oclJC time ago, had rcccin:d his gratuity, 
"·Cl \YC dcciclcd to ]u,Jd a smokct· and promise 
l1in1 a " lokcn of c:-;tcenL" _.,\ large nutnber 
of his oH cc•lkac_;uc' ass( mhlcd at the T\:ing's 
.\rms at 5.30 pIll. for this puqJOse, but un­
fnrtunately our organic;er hac! infonnul _\Ir. 
Cllclan t!1at 1 Le c,mukcr '.Yas to take place at 
the Queen's c\nns, from \\·hich vlacc the future 
recipient came along about 10 p.m. He said, 
\';ith dc..::p C1ilnti(_)n and \\·ith tears in his cyc.s, 
tl1at lH: cunl,l:l't make a S!lCc~ch as he fell S]1ccch-
1css \\·1th the oycndJcLc1ilW :.:,cncrosit\· tl:at had 
1JCCIJ displayed towards him. 

* * * 
Sport.-\\' c arc pleased to announce that m:r 

(:lnh is JJO\,· in a hellcr financial position than 
jt ha:; at thjs t1!lH_' last year. \\'c arc 110\Y only 
ahonl £50 in ckht. c\ \Try fa\·,Jnrahlc position, 
\Yhcn \\'e c01:1e to consider that \\~e have just 
11aid off the last instalment on the C:lnh',; dad-
hoard. * ¥.~ * 

\\'e hear c.n vocd autl:ority that at long \ac;t 
our \Vatch House is to be rejlainlcd. ~)everal 
(lfficc:·s arc l: 1()kill,L': up all about painter's colic. 

Impossible Sayings (7). 
"That \\.;11 be more than sufficient,'' ,;aid the 

officer's \Yife on the first of the mu,1th as he 
" paid oyer." 
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For Your Note-Book. 
U.U. Spirits-(continued). 

This neutrality ;c;ives it rarticular value in 
most of its uses, such as fc)r perfumery, gin­
making, etc. Its pri,·e aL>roa l is low, owing to 
the cheap supply oi pot::tt. z;s. Foreign plain 
spirit is usually importc<l in iron drums of 
varying sizes 11!> to 150 gallons each, ancl other 
strengths run from about 65 to 75 ovcrproof. 
Spirits of this sort arc rarely met with in 
bottles. 

Kirschwassel." is the name given to a spirituou,; 
beverage ·--used a,; a liqueur-prepared from a 
peculiar description of '1\'il<l black cherry grown in 
the Black Forest and jlart,; of Switzerland. The 
cherries are dried, crushed witl1 the stones, and 
left to ferment. From the fermented mush the 
spirit distilled is made up by adding furlher 
spirit to adjust flavour aml then allo'\Yed to 
mature and so de,·elop the aroma ami flaYCmr 
which characterise it. There is no addition oi 
sugar or sweetening and hence the exemption O'l 

importation front the "swePtened" rate of <lut·-·. 
Absinthe is a very strong and usually coarse 

spirit flavoured with the oil of wormwood. The 
properties of wormwood arc very excitant and 
injurious to mind and body. 

Absinthe was the favourite beverage of the 
"boulevardier " of the Paris cafe, and the evil 
effects of indulgence in it arc not exaggerated 
in Marie Corelli's "Wormwood." It is largely 
imported in London, where it finds consumption 
chiefly amongst the foreign element. lt is usually 
imported in half-litre bottles at a strength of 
about 23 overproof, and the best-known brands 
are those of Pernod. In appearance it is 
greenish, turning milky on addition of water 
owing to the liberation of the wormwood oil. 

Arrack, Sam·Shoo and Saki. Th•:se beverages, 
produced and thl'd chielly lly C.:hinecc ancl 
J ar>anese, are frequently met \l·ith on ships from 
the East, lwt ha1·c a small conou~11plion in thi·'· 
country. c\rrack is a rice spirit, ori:;inally dis­
tilled from the fermented juice of the East 
Indian cocoa palm-tree, but nmyac\ays obtained 
from fermcntecl rice. 't'hc rice is made int<> 
wort, on the line; oi 1J,·e\':ing and cli,:tilling, anrl 
after fermentation is clistJkcl. As imt>Ortccl ;t 
is almost colourles,;, 'IYith a g·cain spirit odour. 
and some1Yhat harsh to taste. lt mellm·;s ancl 
develops im;>ron·men t 1\'i th age. ! t is usually 
importc(l in bottle, and is <h;ll1~ssih1c as U.C. 
spirits, if, as is usually the· Ccl•:c, £:-cc from 
ohscuration. In the case oi small quantities on 
board ship, however, when.· t··sting is not 
:lai•tJcd, it is usuall:: charge , a' mixed spirits. 
.-\s it }s n1uch Ul1',~Cr i):·u,\f. a;1: 1)~-()bahly not 
.,,ycctencd, the opti'lll \_,~· t, :~t y,ould prohahl:,­
'le taken if the tp1~t·ltil> -~~ ~Jl consi\l~.:rablc. 

Sam-shon is nradicaHy the same cbss of 
s:>irit as Arrack. 

Saki ~s tl:c J~qJ.tlll -,e y. lL, ni ric :~ j~ ~·r:.· 
pared from rice\ whic:lt h fic·st s!c:alJh·:L then 

impregnated with a ferment prepared from rice 
straw, and allowed to fc:rmen t until all the rice 
starch is converted to spirit. It is then clari­
fied and casked or bottled at a strength of 
about 24 to 28 degree,; of proof spirit. It is 
charged at the spirit rate of dntv on importa­
tion, and, if in bottles, with t:1e .bottle tax. It 
has a pale sherry colour, wit:1 an odour and 
taste something like a clry ;_lanzanilla sherry 
minus vinosity. 

Corn Brandy of northern Enrope-properly 
speaking a corn whiskv distillecl from rye and 
other grain, generally colourless and often 
llavourcd. 

Akjavik, largely made in Denmark, a rectified 
corn brandy liavOLned with aniseed or other 
ingredients. 

Vodka, formally manufactured in great quan­
tities in Russia. It was originally made almost 
entirely from rye and malted barley, but later 
the raw material used v;erc potatoes, maize, and 
a percentage of green rye malt. The wash was 
then doubly distilleu in a patent still, the 
strength before marketing being reduced to 
underproof by the addition of water. 

(To be continued). 
-----

Changes in the Staff. 
TO 6th SEPTEMBER, 1937. 

Al'l'Ul f;''f:\1 E.\JT::;. 
:\sSISTA:NT l'RE\'1-:xTl\-E 0FFi~'El·lS :-­

;\spinall, R. T. 
Beckctt, K. S. 
Bentley, R. 
D~wies, E. ~.I. 
Dixon, 'vV. 
Foot, \V. 
Franklin, A. T. H. 
Lazcnby, G. 
Loncs, G. T. 
Nicholson, S. H. 
L' rquhart, A. 
\Vallace, J. W. 
\\'illington, G. A. 

TR:\1\'SFER. 
:\Ssl:iTAl'iT J'REYEKTI\'E 0FFICE!lS :-

:\dams, J. \\'., !mmiE;.:;h~.m, (;rinbhy to Doycr. 
Drake. C. ! l .. S<>uth~t1<1pton to ::'.J C\\ Glstlc. 
Dunsl<•!lC, )J. F., I-Io1y11e~d. Chester 1 u 

London. 
Johns, H., Li\·erpool to l~nncorn, '\Ianchcst< 1·. 

Langfonl, J. N. D., Barry nock. CanlifC ,u 
Southampton. 

Ross, J ., Dover to London. 
The transfer of :1\Ir. \V. V. Rec<l, from }f:, rtlc 

pool. Sunrkrland to ~n\·cast!c-. has lwcn c:uwcll··l 
OFFTCFR LEA VI~G THE SF1\Vf~:F 

.\,;"JST.\2'/T Pr11~\'EKTfYE On·rcL:c :---
1'-urceJJ. F .. ~\I:1.11chc ~t1'r (1rl 1nb.nd ;(, n_·JlJ11') . 

OBITl.~AHY OF :·T1'Fi\ \~\Nl.L\'L'I·~!) 
OFriCt-:~f.~S. 

Dnrkc, \Y .. P:·C\·cniil'l' ClfT,ccr 
l-~L:g-11cs, J., Prc\~cntivc Officer. 
K:ty, G. \V. ~ ,:sist;mt Pn \en tin· Officer. 



September 11th, 1937. CUSTO:vl.S J OC H..\' AL. 223 

Belfast Presentation. 
A very enjoyable function took place in the 

Free Good:; OHice Oll the 7th August, when Mr. 
Vv. A. L. 'faylor, ,\.l'.O., was the recipient of 
a beautiful chin1ing clock, jlresentu1 Ly his col­
leagues and fr;cnds on the occasion of his 
marr;a_c;e vvhich to:Jk place on the lOth inst. 

A large gathering of \'v atcrguard and Landing 
Staff was presided over by ::.lr. Wilson, ·water­
guard Surveyor, 'lvho opened the proceedings in 
his usual "·itty manner. ~i r. G. R. l'arish, 
C.P.O., gave some good advice and also com­
mented on the fine relations existing between 
the Landing and ·wa~erguard Staffs at Belfast. 
Mr. T. Shannon on behalf of the Landing Staff 
intimate<! how pleased he was to be present 
on suci1 an occasion and expressed the vievv 
that men like l\Ir. Taylor were largely respon­
sible for the happy relations referred to. 

:Mr. Sloane, A.l'-0., then made the presenta­
tion and paid tribute to the sterling charackr 
of " Lcs,'' as he is familiarly known, both as a 
colleague aml when ofT duty. All present joined 
in wishing Les and his bride every happinrss, 
each vying with the other in being original. 

J\Ir. Tcty !or repJie,l, thanking everyone for 
their kindness to him and his bride-to-be, and 
the meeting closed amidst laughter, and good 
\vishes expressed on all sides. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was 
passed unanimously and the company gradually 
melted a\\·ay, some hither and some thither. J .(~. 

As We See Others. 
"The Italian Customs officers appeared 

charmed to see us. Followed the usual mystic 
rites. Flashing his teeth, a black-shirted officer 
pointed to a suitcase. "Let me look at that, 
please, he .said. The suitcase \Yas the une 
underneath all the other luggage. It is an old 
Customs custom .... as playecl with delighted 
laughter at eyery frontier on earth. 

We had a riotous five minutes. Everyone 
crowded round to see what was in the suitcase, 
to my dismayed blushes. They appeared pleased 
at my taste in beach shirts . . . i\ man came 
by, followed by six St. Bernard dogs. Would 
these worthy animals live up to their reputa­
tions and rescue this traveller in distress? Did 
they not carry brandy bottles round their necks? 
No. Sniffing kindly, but aloofly, they marched 
on. They realised I was in friendly hands. 

Everything was in order at last. J\Iy Italian 
friends waved me good-bye, and wished me a 
happy sojourn in their beautiful country. And 
down, down we went into ltaly.'' 

-The Daily Mail, Aug 3:Jth, 1937. 

An Apology. 
Inadvertently in our last issue the rank of 

Mr. R. G. Salmon was shown as A.P.O., when 
it should have been Preventive Officer. W c 
regret the oversight, and trust that no incon­
venience has been caused. 

Lupton Inter-Port Challenge 
Cup. 

FIRST ROUND. 
D1a1n1 iJ, "'ir:< A. S. Lt1pton during the 

London v. Hull Crid::ct l\la'tch. 
Liverpool. Bye. 
Bristol. Bye. 
Dover v. London. 
Gravesend v. Sou U: amp ton. 

First namccl play at home. 
Scnetaries should make their mvn arrange­

ment:; as to dates, etc., hut the P.S.S.C. Secre­
ta:·y should bt, notified as per rules immediately 
after the game. \V. \V. B. 

Gravesend Cricket. 
Un :donday, Seph:mbcr 6tlJ, Cra\TSL·nd were 

entertained at nick et JJ,_. "K" Division :\Ietro­
politan Police on tln· old Ess,,x County Ground 
at Ledon. The Gravesend partv had a ,,ery 
enjoy;blc afLrno;,n and cvu;ing. and \VC loolz 
fon\ anl to <"isiting the Leyton ground again 
next year. Gravesend batted first and scored 
136, thanks mainly to Thomas, who made -19. 
The Police were all out for 90, Gravesend thus 
winning hy 37 runs. J ones bowled very well 
indeed, as the first three Police batsmen \Yill 
testify, as they did not score a run amongst 
them. J ones took 7 i or 3~, and !Juckworth also 
hoviled his slows ,vith grc;.tt cunning. 

This is the last match on our fixture-card, 
but it is hoped to arrange an A.P.O.s Y. the ]{est 
match amongst the staff, to 'IYind up the season. 
The club has ha·cl a very gooll season indeed. 
Of the matches played, 14 have been won, 3 
lost and 4 drawn. Here's hoping that we shall 
do even better next season-and, now for 
football. ].B.F. 

C. & E. Rugby. 
Further to the appeal for playin;.; members 

(contained in the July j,,suc of the C. & E. 
Sports Magazine), it is understood that there 
are a number of pecplc who arc thinking of 
joining the Club this season, but haven't yet 
done anytl1ing definite about it. lt will con­
siderably lrelp the the Club officers if prospec­
tive players will get in touch immediately with 
the Secretary who will give them full par­
ticulars and make the necessary arrangements 
for trial games. 

For the benefit of llC\YCUmers \VC might men­
tion that the Club's ground is at Kingston­
easily accessible from all points-and that ex­
cellent changin!' accommodation 'IYith hot baths, 
etc., is also available. 

'1 i,c Club won the Civil Service Rugbv Foot­
bJ.il Cup last sea:;on, and '\YC should .like to 
repeat the performance in the coming season. 

The Hon. Sec. is G. ]. Richardson, Valuation 
Branch, Vintry House, Queen Street Place, 
E.C.4. Telephone Mansion House 1515, Ext. 365. 
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Preventive Service Sports Club. 
CHESS PROBLEM No. 162. 

BLACK. 

Glasgow Golf. 
The final of the Jubilee Shield provided a 

litting climax to the Glasgow Club's Cmupeti­
tiun, \1-iiich l1as been notable fur shrewd handi­
ClJ't'ing am\ kcc:u play. 'l'hc llualic;b ·1vcre 1\h. 
"Tu:1:1lly" Tli.Jmc;on and ?llr. Ccorgc J\lch:.ain. 

'Iholll~'.Oll, sli:;,l!t, i.lllllJCT, earnest, \\a~ cun­
ccdiug fifteen c;trokco to hie; bnk0 , Lmg-drivinic'; 
opponent. lt \\-as oln·ious that both men yycre 
keyed-up for the occasiun. 

S~.._'c-:<L\V play 111arkccl the lirst nine ]J()lcs, atlll 
the !)la.\.LTS turnccl ruund all ~qL1arc. }--:l_o\YCYCr, 

the second half provickd the expected ''lire-

" Tommy ., \I as three up at the thirteenth, 
aml seemed all set for victory, but Ceorgc rc­
fu:;ecl to be Hurried and \von the fourteenth 
and fifteenth holes. The sixteenth was halved, 
anrl J\IcKain won the ocventeenth to square 
n1attcrs one tnorc. 

1 yyuuld like to dn·utc a column of descrip­
tion to the play at the· eighteenth hole, but the 
Editor yvould probably object. 

'fhe atmosphere \Yils SD tense that even the 
sheep stnppecl Lleatin~:. After witnessing the 
nHlli,.;JnH>S of _\fr. .\fd-.:ain\ ball, and the tan­
t:tlising tactic; of !\! r. Tlwmson' s " Dun lop," l 
conlcl al111ost \Hitc a thesis on the t!Jcmc, '·Arc 
golf halls :-;ubjcci to dcitloniac pos:-;css1on ?'' 

} Iowever, l must content myself with an­
lW\\llcing that the ei,;htecnth hole ·was also 
ltah'ccl, t1tus ncccs:-;1talin_~ a replay to decide the 
dcstinati"n of the Shield. 

To conclude, here is an intimation tl1at almost 
rivals golf in importance. 

The V.E.S. class will commence on Thursday 
16th September, at 7.30 p.m. The class whicl; 
will be held at Mavisbank is under the direction 
of .:VIr. H.. M. Murray, 1'.0., and .:VIr. S. L. 
Oldfi.eld, P .0. 

\Vill all A.P.O.s concerned please note? 
J. C. G. 

Gravesend Cricket. 
The Cravesend cricket team, having almost 

reached the end of another season, has everv 
reason tu be proud of its achievements. 01;t 
of a total of twenty games, only four have 
been lost. The batting, bowling, and li.cl<ling 
of the side has improved, with the result that 
\Ve are stronger than must oi the local si<\e:;. 

On Tuesday, 24th August, took place that 
most enjoyable of fixtures-the London \Vater­
guard match with Gravesend. This comjlares 
favourably Yvith the Eton-Harrow li.xtures, as 
the 'beauty and chivalry' of the \Vatcrguard 
Staff in London and round about appear in 
force on the " Bat aml Ball" Ground. One 
could easily mistake this ground this day, aml 
think himself at Lord's, ins,tead of Grawseml. 
The game itself was very sporting and keenly 
conteste<L Exception might possibly be taken 
to the wiles of a certain \vicketkeeper, who, in 
the hottest part of the clay, kept talking about 
foaming pints of beer to the perspiring hats­
men. Hoii'Cver, all's fair . . . Cravescn<l 
n·entually \\'On the day, scoring· 205 for f1vc 
Yvickets, declared. Ellingham ami l lucbnnih 
scored 09 and 74 nut out, l'almer 16, ancl l'ocrs 
13 not out. 

Fur London, Grey did bc·st 11·ith the Lall, 
ilaving 3 fur 27. 

London ,;cured 59 in reply, of \vhich Crcy 
:;cored 27; very crcditahlc, hut harclly suqnising, 
:-:.incc he spent a good 1nany years in Gravesend, 
~.nd learned their tactics. 

For Crave,,_ ne!, ) aqucs took 4 for 20, l- rwin 
1 for 23, aml Duckworth 4 for (J. The keenness 
of the fielding can be judged by the action of 
one of our senior officers. Just clue flll· hn·thu­
promotion, he risked his neck in stopping a shut 
close in which was going fast enough to pass 
through him. A hardy breed, these c;ran'send 
chaps. 

Altogether, it was a splendid clay; glorious 
yycather and a perfect \\ icket tu play on. 'Jl1e 
Inspector-General, ~[r. \Voodford, honoured the 
game \Yith his presence for a short time, an<.l 
in the pavilion one could pick uut ~[r. l'urscr, 
\Vaterguard Supcrinte1lllcnl, .:Vl r. \\'arne an<l 
\[r. Donalclson, \\'aterg1!ard Sujlcrintcndcnl 
(retired), ::-lr. Howell, of the Secretary's Office, 
11r. I-lug!Jcs, our 0\1-n :-:urYeyor, an<l ,\[c,;sr,;. 
Crecsc, Sltarrack, Stanching a1lll \Vcstcott. 
Chief Preventive Officers. 


