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I oare on the threshold of 1828, What we
we going te do about [ty Are wi going 1o

concenirate our energies on the pastr Or
are we intent on the future?  There are those who
lives miast of their lives in the years aod dhos thio
have gone, They can #ll you o great denl thau
has been done—can quote chapter and verse on th
subjeet of different guestions  that  have  arisen.
“sunily they concentrate on the failures—on the as-
me thar hive misfired. They will 1ell yvou of
v claims thiv have been put forward, of the
sy oof the stafl that has attended these offorts.
l\el ‘hm hopes have heen dashed to the gr (mmf for
o reason or another,

[t is nice o dream of the past. Despite itx
shadows it holds many pleasant recollections, and
s unwise to forget Seen in perspective, the
erings of the pust hold out  Jessons  of fur

it
he

e
when events were fresh, But then, vou can’t alwavs
Leosdreaming. Dreams have thelr uses, bur muach of
our Hme has 1o be paken up in action. Aeti
Fowever, is tiaken by the wise on the experion:
the paste We have Jearnt our lesson, amd in
dhi of the past we go ahead into the fuiur,
thug that the fallures of the past Feeoan
dreater ase i e successes, And s i camies
that on the rve of 4 now year we set ourselves the
task of forming resclutions.  Having noticsd our
defects we make up our minds to benelic by experi-
ence that has been more or less decrlv bought.
Thesr is another year’s work ahead of us, We will

Isogandy wnd when,

ater importanes than could have been jearned

teckle e We will cat out afl harmlud and desorne
tve eriticism, We will do our best in iy Ing

of our fellow Leings. The wellare of our eoll

a~ o whole hody <hadl have our first thought, wnd

our nin shall beoan ideal unity, kKnowing that our
aspivations, tow as over, are fraught with pitfadls
thit only constann and unived effort will e Al o

navidite, We will ‘ Jhlll.ms stipport 1o ol
vothe ol nother
months, we again view our work in oretrospecn, w
shidl have the stoistaction of knowing that cur wori
has been well and wruly done, wd thar whatevr
vevirses we o muy have experienced, they have ne
een due 1o any fault of ours,

Orders for binding Volume 23 should He placed s
carly as possible. Wi hope in the nexe
minounce the price of binding,  With the index the
s onow provided, o bound volume of the Cestous
Jourryan proves invaluable as a reference. Tt has
Levn found of inestimable catue at Beer Toane, ol
various qnenibers in the outports have testified 1o Tis
[SHINW

A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
TGOALL OUR READERS. This coming vear
witnesses the twenty-ffth anoiversary of our Mri“
Resolve that the Cesross Jovrsar shall this vear
P kept well posted up with all news that will be
of interest o niembers of the Preventive Seall, and
N tatn the intention that rthe Warerguard * rag ™"
sl redister o <UD more definite improvement
Good luck te all, und more power to your pens.
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CURRENT COMMENTS

HIS dssue of the CestoMs JOURNAL sees the
end ol the vear 1928, aad therefore the occa-
sion is suitable for touching upon one or two

ol the prominent features of the vear, so lar s
Assoviation activity is concerned.

The most notable cvent Jor the Waterguard is the
return o settled  conditions of recruitment at the
normal age, and the consequent easing of stafling
conditions  throughout the Department. Tt is true
that the full benefit from this has not yvetr been
exprericnced, but the progress in o this direction i
steady.  The unsettling effects of - the remporary
measures are fast departing from us, and to he
once again on solid ground will do much towards
assisting our advance in 1929,

That open competition has been adopted s 4
means of  recruitment is something we can look
Lack upon with thankiulness, because had this not
Lo so it would Bbe but empty sentineent to wish

the Waterguard staff prosperity in the coming year.

We may also congratulate ourselves on the hreake-
ing down of old-fashioned prejudices, and the resul-
tnt opeaing of the ranks of the Officer Grade o
Wearerguard men who desire 10 prove their fitness
{for this promotion. There is no doubt that the ulti-
mate result will be to give voung Assistant Preven-
tive Officers o greater incentive towards efficiency.
The urge forward will increase, and the Waterguard
as i whole will coertainly have nothing to lose from
thar, 1t is noteworthy that already there s a posi-
e tendeney on the pare of candidates for the
Customs and Exeise to weigh carcfully the possible
advimntages of entering the Preventive Serviee,

Another satisfactory item in the year’s progrinnme
is the defintte step taken by the Association mem-
Lers on the question of promotion to the supervising
arides of the Waterguard.,  Problems of this nature
always give rise o strong feclings during their dis.
cussion, and it was so in this instance. Nevertheless,
workable  conctusions  were reached, and  nothing
could indicate more clearty the general recognition
that veforng of some Kind is readly

NECESSATY.

The wellare of the hulle of the sl depends
greatly upon their supgevising  grades carrying o
proper status. Fight out of every nine Preventive
Ofeers must inevitably remain adways in the Proo
ventive Ofticer grade. Too long has this Taet heen
et out of the considerations of our prople, Lut now
1 reafisation of it removes o Tormidable obstach-
o lh" \\.'!.\' (F:‘ our Y)‘t?j\"r\mﬁ.

= * * #

Taking evervibi into view there seems platy of

reason to Jodieve that the coming vear has ol

prospets for the Winerguard, T will not, of cours:,
be possible 1o realise all our hopes, but it can he
relicd upon that the Assoctation is fully alive 1o the
possibilities of  building upon  the foundation tha
has rn Tadd.

Thos who e followed recent reports in ihe
Jorrxan will realise that the agenda of the first full
meeting of the Waterguard Sectional Comumitter in
1929 will bhe unusuadly heavy.  The two chicl ivans
will be Salary and Promotion, but, quite apart fross
these, there will be plenty to ger on with,

* * * E
During the past week or two many tales of wor
reached  the  Association srding  the  unexpected
deductions from the wages of  Assi<tant Preventive

CHiicers in respect of income tax. The complaine
wis that the deductions were too Tardge to e made
At one blow.,  In some cases more than hadf che

wages wias stopped.

It is now possible to inform these inuch dismayed
Officers that representations made 1o the Officiad
Side have been sympaihegically received. Arrange-
ments have now been made 1o spread the payvients
over o longer period, and it is expected that this
will be satistactory,

The trouble has arisen fronn the recont changes
the system of assessing and collecting inee v o,

The attention of all members of the PUS.AL i:
Iriown 1o the Customs and Excise Al-Serviee append
in connection with the fund heing raised for he
rebiel of distressed miners and tgeir Tanediies,

A Committee has been formed in London reproe-
sentative of all sections of the Customs and Exels,
Circular letters and subseription forms have already
heen distributed to the Service,

Witerguard  Officers are strongly  urged 1o
their most generous support to this very  deserving

cause.  The distress is more serious  than most
people imagdine, and there is no prospect of things
improving,

The ditersqure issued by the Committer mnkes &
obwious that the appeal has no connection with
politics i any way, and there should be no mis-
understanding on this point.

* * X *

The cost-of-living Bgure has risen to 88 ot Deceinte
Ber o Ist. This is an inerease of  one point over
lnst month, The figures for the carrent perisd
arc, up o dote 65, 66, 67, qnd 68,
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The present Lomus is based on o average of
65 for the March to Nugust periad,

* * * *

The Special Committee appointed by the National
Council on the yguestion of the Cost-of-living Bonus
seemo 1o have had o busy time. On December 6th
the National Staft Side veviewed the situntion, aned
1iie discussions were somewhat bengthy, There is,
however, nothing to report ot the moment. We
must wait and see what the abeurs bring ford,

* * * *

The first full meeting of the Departmental Counvil
Sub-Committee, set up to deal with the shipment
of Bonded Stores in lowndon, took place on the
17th December,

After o fairly Jong discussion it was agreed to
@journ in order that cach side might consider the
various points that had been raised.

* * * *

The first Christmas number of the Customs and
FExcise Sports magazine is quite an attractive little
jproduction, both as regards the cover and the in-
side fare. This six months’ old periodical has hes
come quite popular in spite of many difficultics
that had to be got over.

Mr. WL, H. Powell, who is Editor and Manager
rolled into one, is tohe congratulated on the success
of his paper.

-
* * * *

Waterguard Officers are informed that the Third
Annual Dinner and Dance of the Customs and Excise
Outdoor Staffs will be held on the 5th January at the
First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, W.C. kvening Dress
Optional

Tickets are at hall-a-guinea cach, and full particu-
Tars may be had from Mr. W. H. Mitchell, H.M.
Customs and  Excise, Telegraph Street, 1.C.2.

¥ * * *

The Association headquarters stafl desire to apoto-
gise for recent delays in dealing with correspondence
from memwbers.  Owing to extreme pressure it has
feen found impossible, in spite of all efforts, to give
prompt repdies to correspondents.

It should be noted, however, that all matters sub-
mitted to the Association by letter get immediate
aftention even though an early reply cannot be sent,

Prosecution at Weymouih,

At the Portland Police Court on December 18th,
a seauman of the steamer 0 Glenshesk,” from Mor-
faix, was convicied and fined the double duty-paid
vidue and costs, amounting to £9 7s. 0d., for having
convealed 6 bottles of Liqueurs (807100 gall.) under
the stokehold plates in a hamper.

The goods were discovered by Mr. B. R. Clarke,
ALP.O., under the supervision of Mr. W. 1. John-
son, P.O.

Mro B

prosceution.

Lundberg, C.P.0., conducted  the

London Reorganisation,
By " BORDERER.”

The reconstruction of the Port of London is now
an accomplished fact, and the Waterguard in lLon-
don has, for all practical purposes, said farewell ro
the old rowing boat. It is true that one is still
vetained for the purpose of hoarding small vessels
procecding above the hridges hut this, of course, is
a necessity, and o one can raise any  reasonable
objection Lo its usc.

A great deal of worlk has heen involved in getting
rid of the rowing boat.  Many years have passed
since agitation for its abolition first commenced.
This agitation resulted in the appointment of a com-
mittee, called the TLondon Port Committee, for the
purpose of evolving a practical scheme. The com-
mittee (which was a staff side body) ultimately pre-
sented o scheme which was approved by the Tlondon
members, and the District Officers were requested
to push the matter through.  The fruit of the labours
of that body is now evident, but it is questionable
whether the work inwolved in accomplishing it is
fully appreeiated. The local administration is to he
congratutated upon the outcome of a most difficult
taxlk.

It would, perhaps, he well at this stage to ask
sonte of our too pessimistic friends to reflect for a
few moments on the benefits that have accrued to
the grades, 1 would remind them that the days of
serubbing out and errand running are over, and the
day of the rowing boat has just gone. These, and
many other changes, have made the duties of the
Waterguard officer more dignified and more pleasant,
Are these things alone not worth membership of the
Association?

This will he the last issuc of the Custoums
Jourxarn for the year 1928, T am, therefore, taking
the opportunity of wishing the P.S.A. a successful
vear during 1929, If the P.S.AL does as well during
1929 as in 1928 we should he well satisfied.  We
must pull together, so thar the Association of 1929
will be a credic to that of 1928,

And now a word in reference to that most useful
man. the Fditor. I know he will want to blue
pencil this, but I really want it to remain un-
touched.  TIas he any troubles?  Yes, he has. 1
heard it whispered that he would be very much re-
Tived if people would contribute oftener to the
columns of the journal than they do; it would relieve
him of many anxious hours. It would be a good
plan W every District sent something for inclusion
in cach issue. It is better to swamp the Liditor with
material than to underfeed him. His task is not
an enviable one, and T feel sure every member will
ioin me in wishing him and our journal a prosperous
New Year,

[ Many thanks, * Borderer,” for your good wishes,
which we are positive are shared hy the whole
membership.  Don’t forget that we are entering
upon our Silver Celebration year, and we are very
optimistic.--Fn.]
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Correspondence

The name and address of the writer (not necessarily

Sor publication) sheuld be given im all lesters to the
Editor, who accepts no responsibility for the views
xpresied.

THE STE

RSMAN DECK-LIAND.
Sir,
It s gratifying to read that something is to he
done for the Steersman Deckohand (after many
vearsho ik time the responsibility was recognised.
Fohave o0 wide experience of handling various craft,
and L assure you there is more danger of disastor
n osmall motor-boats than in the 1a taunches, 1f
mishandled, therefore o better market value should
be given to the stoker deck-hand, Having bern
Boar Officer in the largest depot ship in HUAL
Royul Nawvy, 1 oreadise thar their qualities justify
their eliims,

Yours, ete.,

Sarr Brer S

THE FRER ALLOWANCLE,
Sir,
While discussing the abolition of the concession
dutiables allowed duiy-free,”” T was asked 3 1
had any constructive policy 1o proposce. I agree
that  statements such  as aine should be  accon-
panied by an explanaiion,

o

First of b I will deal with the Navy regulations
and examination of baggage.,  Navy regulations |
would leave as they are. | oconsider Jolly Jack of
the Sentor Serviee s enmtitded to adl the privileges he
can get. . Regarding baguage | was told that if the
abolidon of the [ree allowanees came to pass, the
examionation of bagdage would hecome a heavy task
for the PO T omust ruthiully say T il 1o see the
reason why. For oan illusiration, please allow me
toescort you over to the Landing Stage at Liverpool.
The * Aquitania is coming adonsside with Gfteen
hundred passengers. Here we have the Tatest (hing

3
in what a Baggage Hall should he, complete with
escalators, ele. Please notice, on the oppoxite side

to the escalators, half way down, a * pulpit,” and
thercin stands a P.O. ready to take duty.

The * pulpit 7 il not suit the new requirements,
so mu-t be wransformed into a large counter, such
as yYou see in the General Post Office. Instead of
one PO taking duty, in this case there would be
sixoor more PoOLs assisting, Each IO, would
male: our Prime kniries Jor the money he had col-
fected. T would he o simple matter for anyon: 1o
complete the account in the ship's file.

Whepe are the duty-collecting 1O (o come from?
Usually there is one PLO. to every three DO
(the number of PO is o detadlh. The PLO. s
watching movements and ready to deal with any
selzace. b osay the PO who would b Lehind the

counier could be drawn from those supervising the
examinaion of baggage.  This mrrungement simply
means that a P.O. would he responsible for double
the number of A DO,

I om quite sure that i passengers were 1o pay
duty on all dutiable goods in their possession, with
a divde rearrangement of  the present stadf there
would be no hard tas
be any delay to pass

for auvoene nor would thove
ngers.

Here's wishing vou and adl your readers a Happy
and Prosperous New Year,
Yours, ete.,

COPErspvire,”

SOCIABLE LONDON.
Sir,

As o member of the South Side Sports Club who
attended the dance given by the Nocth Side Cluh
e December 7thy 1 oweuld feel indebied to you if
you would spare me space (o record my appreciadion
to the members of the Tuter club for the enjovable
evining provided. 1t was a homely and enjoy
aflair.

ahie

towas very encouraging 1o see so many of the
wle there. They  entered  enthusinstically
into the «pirit of the evening and danced with the
case and grace of youth. The vounger generation
owe a debt of gratitude to these gentlemen who,
with their Jadies, so kindly attend cur gatherings
and support our games. It is an object lesson in
sportsmamship  and  goodwill to those who never
make an atteimpt to atiend  any  of these  social
functions.

I wisin the North Side every success for the year
1929, It is hoped thar the members of the older
generation will continue to attend these gatherings,
tor althoush they may not realise it, their presence
ar these socials goes a0 fong way towards madking
them o success,

Yours, ete.,
OSovtr Sk’

DISTRESS IN THE COALFIELDS,
Siry
Mav T ocall the avention of vour readers to an
appeal which has been issued throughour the Cuse
tons and Excise Service on behall of the distres
arcas of the coal Nelds.

In view of the fact that distress musr Inevitably
continue over a long period it is proposed to nude
three monthly  contributions in January, Febroary
and Mareh, the collection being undertaken by the
Stalf Side Secretaries of the Oftiee and Toal Whii-
ley Conunittees, or by deputies appointed by them
{or this purpose.

The avpeal is (o all grades and it is haped that
every member of the Service will <ee that a Hst s
Lrought 1o his or her notice. 1t is al<o hoped that
subseribers awill contribute i accordance wirth their
meiys,



December 2gth, 1928

CUSTOMS JOURNAL 257

The calamity that has fallen upon our coal-mining
industry is such that any question of blame as he-
vween masters and men, governments and peoples,
15 set aside in the universal des

¢ 1o help those who
arc suffering hungder and cold. There is, however,
oue constderation which 1 would urge, mainely, that
the most potent cause ol the present distress is the
sicady supersession of coat as @ staple indu-try.  in
a suase we are many ol us enjoving benelits of oloes
tricity, doht and warmith, which are the due of
those who are sullering distress,

The fullowing is the Committee under whose wdls
the appeal i~ launched ;—
Mr. R. Barvard.
H. Bull.
CoML Cuatthe,
R. Elrick (Chairman),
GooAL Finch.
Win., Flenderson (Hon, Treasurer).
. B. Hunter,
WO TE James.
R. Johnson,
G Lewis,

m-Feigh,

oo rae-Gabson,
1. Merron.

‘T Morron.

[. 1o, Newell
I, G, Perkins,
GO0 Redhead,
. Rogers.
{

!

AW Sanders,
Joviond Softley,

Weston Wells (Hon, Secretaee),

The provecds of the Appeal will |

monthly to the Lord Mavor's Fund.

o remitted

T oam, Sir
Your ohedient Servant,
L Wesroxy Wers,
Hon. Secrelury.

OBITUARY.

Mr, R. J. HENRY,

The many frieads of Mro ROJ0 Heory, Bde senior
cngineer on the Ty and for oy vears engineer
at Greeoock, will learn with regret of  his death
o Novernher Sth

The deceased had only retired from aeive servies
o Coteber Ist, owing (o i1 headthy and the pews
of his death came as oo great shoek to those who
Koew D,

e fanerst too’s place at Preston Comeiery, North
shiclds, on November (20h, when afl avadlable suens.
bers of the Waterguard  and Launch stalls were
prosent.

Amongst the many floral fributrs was oo brautital

wreadh from his old collragues on the Tyne.

Preventive Staff Association
Head Office
Thames Chambers,
18, Beer Lane,
London, E.C.8.

Telsphone ROYVAL 4279
Presidens : 1. G, Themson
General Secretary : f. Merron
Organising Secretary : F. T. Sution
Assistant Secretary : W. H. Powell

LE T
Vi the Literal £hab Rooms, Leith, on Nov, 2sth,
Mr. WKere, PLOL, in the Chair.

There was o good attendance, Mro Johnstone,
ol Greandemonth,  FLC0 Teing prosent, and also
severad other cutpert members,

Mo Johasione save an excelbnt resuae of the
recent Conference, and many interesting {acts e
carding the work of the PUS AL were explained.
Mr. Johnstone altorwards answered questions from
the mewmbers, v resolution was subsequently  car-
ried unanimously vecording approeci of the ser-
vices readered by the General cretary and the
Headguarters stoff, wul a vote of conlidence was
registered.

Mr. Jehnstone also recelved oo vote of thanks for
the able manaer in wliich he had  dealt with
Association work.

A omeeting was called on Pecember 7th, presided
cver by Mro Gordon, POt elect representatives
fer the Toral committees,

The meatbers olected were o —

LOCANL WHITTLEY COMMITTEIL.

Miosarse Crovwe  (DLGL), Guonn (A PO, and
Laurcnsen (A0

LOCAL JOINT COMMITTELL
Mossrs, Crowe (P

ARSI
(A DO

), Kerr (P00, Gunn
Vaurensen (ADPLOO,  and Cormarck

WATERGUARD SUB-COMMIUTTER.
Mewers, beatherbarrow,  Thomson, aod Gordon

(O, and Gadr, o Jo ML Mitehell and Shearer
(DO

Premes of Toab e = v A6 eeed and o1
cisions arrived at,
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The Free Allowance.

By " REASONABLLE™

[t wits my intention to reply in the last issue of
thi~ journal to an obscure point in Mr. Shechan's
contribution, but 1 am glad it was Jdeferred until
this i~suc because he has enlarged on the point and
has given me more matter to write abour, and also
Lecause the columns of (his journal would have been
everloaded with ¢ {ree allowance.”

No good purpose would be served by trying further
to convince ** Wenso 77 that he was on o lonely
read.  Tlis admission in the first paragraph of his
fast contribution in regard to practice is frank, and
as two other contributors made a case against him,
surely it is reasonable to conclude that © further
guaatity 7' must be imiplied as includiag ' ol aay
dutiable article.”

It by his lasu paragraph he is suggesting that a
ruling may sooner or Jater be obtained on the poiint
under discussion 1 would warn him that 1 have by
my side o letrer dated December 4th, 1927, in which
the writer states @ - the VUI.CL learns that Vol 1,
Part IV., is Dbeing entirely revised.”  Ns this s
more than twelve months ago he had better get a
move on, or Part 1V. will surcly <oon be with us
and the particular pars phostill incomprehensive,
The Part will, it is undersiood, include instructions
relating to Ad Valorem and KU1 geods, Silk, Lace,
etes, articles which at present do not come within
the scope of paragraph {1, at least from * Wenso's™
point of view.

In passing, let me just say to “ Persevere U that

I iy evideatly a prohibition officer. We are a pre-
ventive foree, and to wipe out all duty-free con-
cesstons fincluding watches, sitks, cte.) weuld ereate
a cause for smuggling.  The free allowance did not
originate, nor was it allowed originally, because a
return voyage to Australia took twekee months, It
was and is given to prevent smuggling.

Now, Mr. Shechan states in his Jast article that
© 0 Reasonable ” does not seem to have fully grasped
the official intention and further on says ““the
additions referred 1o make i clear 7 He will
surcly think that strange composition in view of the
fact that the additions to the paragraphs is the resualt
of a suggestion put forward jointly by another oliicer
and myself and approved Iy the Sugdestions Com-
mittee. “ Passed out of control ™ 15 not so clear as he
would have us believe. Further, when the suggestion
Twad heen finally drafted and referred (o the originators
for comment, I replied that the words ¢ pe out
of control,”” if wused, would nced to bLe defined or
the word *° ofticial ™ inserted before ¢ control,” and
pointed out the circumstance of 4 boarding officer
cdearing the goods and a rummage olficer {or Police)
subsequently making a scizure when the duty-free
allowunce had already been cleared. To this an

s

explanation was given to the effect that, il the duiy-
free allowanee is present or produced when the
seizure is made it has not ** passed out of cantrol.”
Therefore, taking this into acceunt, and the follow-
ing part quotation from an official ruling in 1921—
*but when he is severing his connection with the
vessel his normal [ree allowance  should  be dealt
with in the same manner as in the case of a pissen-
ger or Navy man when going on leave, who muay
have offended U=t is apparent that  the  official
spirit is to charge the duty (and fine, if any) on the
duty-free alfowance when an offence has heen com-
mitted by a seaman feaving his ship even i it has
already been cleared by a boarding officer. More
could he said on this question, hut the aforesaid will
no doubt convinee readers that the writer has quite
crasped the official intention, and it supports the

statement thar the only person who, on being de-
tected inan attempt to smuggle, recetves any [roe
coneession is the scaman remaining hy his shi“p ol
has not Tanded his duty-free allowance.

Againg Mr. Shechan has trespassed on new ground
by inmporting into his article the  words ** legal
foundation . . . are in the  position ol hovins
Feen eleared.” The meaning of the sentence is fully
grasped but it would certainly he more appropriae
to cargo s declared on and cleared by Free or Prione
Entry, either of which forms are legal documents,
Passengers do not declare their dutiables on any
document, and Form 142 is not a legal document -
it is produced by arrangement with shipowners, The
legal aspect in regard to importations by passengers
or creavs s that “any gquantity of the dutiable article
is Jiable to duty on dmportation ... But s a
concession.”  That is precisely why the Roard have
it in their power to withdraw the free consession
after a Poarding ofticer has cleared the dutv-free
slowanee, The legal foundation is in the Board's
favour, for applicd (o passengers or crows is weak
by reason of the mode of declaration of their
dutinbles,

The substance, therefore, of his paragroph on
dilferentiation i< weakened by o rather more au-
thoritative definition of “ passed out of control.™”

But one s being drawn on to discuss something
not  relevant to Y Wenso's 7 original  startling
statement, and so T will conctude by trusting that
the junior readers, at anv rite, of these colunns will
view this discussion from Soth the constructive and
instructive point of view, and if there appears to
have been an element of spice introduced, it is only
to counteract the dryness of the subject.

Finally, to condensate all that has heen written of
ite o this sabject, we deduee from ir that afier
further quantity we should add the words ©of
any dutiable article 7 and ' passed our of conrrel ™
means it has been consunmed or previously lamded or
not prownt or cannot be produced when o seizure is
made.

v
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REMINISCENCES.

(tate I’rv;ul(‘;it, P.S.A).

T have been asked to contribute to the colummns of
the Crstods Joursan, but it is obvious, from the
fact that 1 have been nearly four years out of har-
ness, tHat my knowledge of matters that matter is
not worth impurting to readers.

However, I may bhe excused i[ T avail mysell of
the privilege offered to me by giving a few reminis-
cences of the somewhat hectic years helere T oretired,
shewing the ' good times ™ enjoyed by E.C. mem-
bers when on Association business.

1t must be understeod by the reader that the in-
cidence of the great war, with the consequent enur-
mots advanee in the cost ol living, caused @ corres-
ponding  inercase in the activities ol Assochation
officials, and from 19167 onwards scarcely o week
sad o but someone representing (he Associations
hed te visit London on bwsiness connected with thit

matter,  These  pleasure (rips were olten accom-
panied by many discomforts, though o times they
were humerous.  On more than one occasion 1 have

stoud up the whole of the journcy to Iuston- at
times uot in o corridor carviage, at times withy Tull
compartments of seldiers coturning frem Joave @l
vice ve (These journeys were [rem LEllesmere
Port—1En.)

The return journeys, for me, were always the
worst, and 1 owill quote one or two exprriences no
dates. On one oceasion T oarrived in Chester at
about 2 sum. with a suit case nearly Tull of papers,
with no train heme mudl 8 e, no taxis, and seven
long miles from home. [ walked jt—-and that suit
case got biguer and heavier every foot of the road.
Then about™ mile from home I mot a policeman
who spoke to me, and 1 am convineed he thought
I was a suspicious character. At any  rate, he
turned and walked with me untit T turned in at my
own house ; but he never offered to carry the bhag.

Ancther ocension will always appeal to me for its
humorous side. T had bhooked a returir, and shortly
alter T had Ieft Euston on the return journey the
ticket inspector came aleng, ond after looking at
my ticker be informed me that 1 could get no further
that night than Chester, and then left me on hoard

to brood over my difliculdes.  Afier careful con-
sideration, T mapped out a course. T dropped off
Crewe and hooked to Liverpool,  Arrived there, |

rushed by underground to Rock Ferry and jumpsd
into a bus just moving away.  The conductor came
along = Fare, please I ““The Knots,™ T replied.
Wl T owm NOT going there,” he answered,
“There is no other ‘hus there roonight, and 1 only
so to Eastham.”  Another five miles walked with
the usual bag of papers,

One of the Wit journeys T ever experienced—I
arvived at Hooton at midnight and found a regular
blizzard raging, so rolled up my trousers to the
knee and  wallked  through flooded  roads  the four
miles home, During the week 1 was talking to our
police sergeant, and he casually asked me if T had
been up to the ** litthe vitlage ™' lately. ¢ Yes,” |1
said, 3 1 walked home {rom Hooton at midnight
on Fuesday. ™ Wl he said, 1 el you frankly
1 would not have done it. There are some queer
characters knocking about just now-—in fact, we are
looking for two.”™ He went on to add, ““if you are
doing these walking stunts again Int me know and
Lwill send o constable out on the road o mieet you,”’
I thanked him and assured him that in future I
would not risk walking.

I could continue on in this strain at much greater
fength, but do not wish to weary the reader; hut
Iirust that the point T wish to make will be clearsd
by a perusal of the remainder ol the subject,

The formation of the Whitley Council was assisted
wholeheartedty by the Wate suard Department, ant
many  neetings of  the Costoms and Exeise  Stuoff
wore held betore the machine was completed. To
attend these mectings [ oused 1o leave Chester at
2 pome, arrive in London at 6.15 p.ory, lerae Londen
at 1145 pone, arvive home at 8 aon., change and
apprar for sluty at 9 aame Not once nor Gwice, but
many times that occurred,

Wl vou may ael, Y what does all this
mean?’”  We don’t want to know how they trav-
clicd o London or back again,”?

My reply to that is, what were these rush journeys
made for?  Surely there was another day on which
to travel!  Yes, but the funds of the Association
could not meet the calls of extra days, with conse-
guent loss of pay and nights’ lodgings.

And there you have the sole reason for this scrawl.

IT you expect resalts from your T.C. you must
keep them free from all finaircial anxieties, and must
not cause them to have to consider for hours belore
calling a meeting which may be vital to the whole
department; though, on the other hand, 1 do not
favour unnecessary expenditurc.

Therefore it s the duty of every member of the
Waterguard Stafl 1o give wholchearted support to
the Associations, because every wember, from  the
latest probationer A.P.O. to the highest supervising
officer, is reaping the Dbenefit of united  effort.
Neither should the officiads be blamed i success does
not come at a lirst or second attempt.

Try to reaiise the amount of work that has been
given to any scheme put furward, and, believe me,
the oflicials arc the most disappointed section when
success is not achieved and the work has to e done
over again.

In canclusion; suceess 1o the Association in 1929,
and 100 per cent. membership.,
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Duty-Free Comicessions.

T a previous avticle it hies been stated that variows
Geeeral Orders ol reeent years, cach giving di ec-
ticns for the collection of the several new duties
impo-ed by different Acts of Pariiament, have alvo
Feen authorities Tor additenal duty-free ¢ nees jons,
and in effect greatly enlurging the scope of @ ode
Valume b, Pare 1V, paragraph 9, and the corre-
sponding paragraph in Part 'V (sce G.O. 82 25,
pavagrephs 8 snd 14).

Theze additional concessions are of goods Hable to
McKenna Duoties,
Rey Industry Duty,
Sitk and Arrificial Sillk Duty,
Saleauarding Duties (Gloves, Cutlery, Bu't ns),
Translucent and Vitrified Pottery Duty.

ions which provid:
« with a4 vex to
Siving a travell seaman-—rens. nebl s
con raticn in his various needs for these art'el s,
At the same tne the Low savs that any gquantity of
A given article, however snudl) is liable (o duty

It &= apparent that the relu
Tor these concessions are de

It rrveller therelere who iy willing to conberm
himeelf 1o the laws of the country wisl uswally tind
that he iz dencrously treated in the matter of dree
atlowances.

Herein an aitempt is made to co-ordinat » all these
duty-free concessions into —if one ny so describe
it—a coherent whole.

We will :tate, first of all, the broad cutlines on
which these concessions are permitted.,

(1} The doods must be freely declare i and pro
duce 1, as the outcome of the approved method of
declaration, fe., either Form No, 2, or List 142,

(23 Thev must be for the persenal we of the im-
porter. U they are for any other purpose, duty is
charged,

(3) They must not exceed in quantity the amourts
which by the several regulations may be permitted
fre..

(4} Tf the guantity of any particular description
of gonds produced is in excess of the quantity «1-
lowed duaty-free, the owner has no title to a free
allowance, and, if delivery is required, the who'e
must he duty paid.

There are several departures [rom the aloregoing
o

They may be described as concessions within con-
cesstons. These will be dealt with as occasion
demands.

We will begin with the old original i— Half a
pound of tobacco manufactured—the term “tobacc ™
includes tobaccu, cigars and cigarettes: half a pint
of spirits (ordinary drinkable) ; half a pint of ¢ rdials
or perfumed spirits, other dutiab’e goods, fe., those
referred to as * low duty gouds,” sugar, choco ate,
collee, and also tea, vot excerding one shiling dut..
Officers will be familiar with the shght wteratien
[rom the aluregoing in respect of memlers of ships’
crews, and there is 1o need to recite them.

The AMceKenna duties come pext, and we
couple with them, inasmuch as both cat
tncluded n the same relative GoO, (32,2
[lustry Duties. e geods incduded ¢ over a wide
ficld, viz. :—

Cinematograph  Films,

Ciccles, Watches, Musical Instruments, Gramo-
phones and Records, with component parts
atid ace

~ROFICH.

Motor-ear and Mot r-cycle puarts and acces-
suries,

Camera-, Cinematograph Cameras.

Binoculiirs, Telescopes, Uperaand Field Gliss s

Wircless Valves,

Magnetos and other Scientific Inotrumeits,

Here it may Le stated that o pas-enger (or sea-
man) may declare a quantity of goods which the
Officer is empowered to divide, granting a fre:
concessiocn and chorging duty on articles of e
same deseription.

There are three gereral condit'ons under which
any one of these may be admitted free, viz

(1} That the articles are few and dissimilar, and
their individual value does not exceed three
shillings.

nune indlesdon
name.

(2) That they bear o Cear and
of Briti-h origin, c.g., m¢

(31 That declaration is made on Form 174, and
there is no reason o guestion the truth of the
declaration.

Articles liable to translucent and I Peottery

Dty may alen be admitted on these cond tions,
There are, further, ** persenal equipment ™ con-
cessions.

i

A cingle watehy being worn, even i appuerdy
new, may be admitted without question of duty.
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An oral dedaration of ownership may cover thie
folfowing  a.tcles —Watches (it more than wney,
canmeras  (ordinary), and  small cinematograph
canieras, bimoculars and other ardicles. They may
e admitted tree if they show evidence ol use, wud
are appropriate to the needs of the raveller, and if
there are no drounds for the beliel that they are
for other persons or for sales N\ reasonable quanitit s
of clrema fhnis for these cameras may also be ad-
mitted  [ree, but this concession  would not, of
course, be given to a person who could not produce
W clnematograph camera,

If any of these ardeles are new—with the excep-
tions already mentioned-—they may be clearcd either
on payment of duty, or a deposit of duty (sce Gineral
Order 2225, paragraph 10).

Used portable instraments, musical, scientific, or
aptical, carr professionally by o passcenger, may
Feo admitted free on o a declaration  (Form  104)
amended to read t professional 7 instead of Yhouse-
hold.' 1t is to be noted that the number of such
articles is limited, i.e., one of any one de. cription
ol the larger instruments, and two of any one de-
seription of the smaller kinds.  Thus, if we take
musical instruments, it is possible for a person to
declare and have passed free two piecolos, two tifes,
and two  ukeleles.,

Where the decliration cannot be made, or if the
articles  are  not. indisputably  British  Dbeing  re-
imported, duty, or deposit or otherwive, 15 to b2
charged (for procedure, see G.O. 25, par. 10).

An interesting paragraph concerning this parti-
cular category of goods is that in which a sympa-
thetie consideration is given to an importer  of
certain private effects on which he cannot afford to
pay the duty.  Special report of such cases is to
Lbe made 1o the Board, the geods in the meantime
detained.

We come now to Silk gonds,  Certadn subs guent
-al Orders direet that in the matter in which
severally deal, the procedure will be as for Sk,
iw,: Lace (.0, 49723), Gloves, Cutlery and Guas
Mantles (G.O. 797°25) and Buttons (G.OL 835728y ;
of course, with the necessary alterations,

There is no question of duty on an article being
ied, as a handbhag «r

aotually worn, or heing car
umbrella,

Articles having previously been taken out of the
country, and now re-imported, and articles mads
abroad by the declarer from materials taken out of
Great Britién or Northern Ireland are allowed free.

Articles as personal effeets, i the PLO, s satisfied
that they have been in ewner’s possession and use

abroad Tor ot Teast three months, are free, and =imi-
larly household cffects, provided they are covered by
a declaration (Iorm 104) of three months’ use abroad,

Persons passing through the country may carry
these articles {ree, if the Preventive Officer is satis-
ficd that the owner is merely passing through the
country, or m;lking @ temporary stay. (’f\‘orc, daoteme-
porary stay is not exceeding three monthsy The ar-
ticles must be the property of the importer; for his
own use or as gilts to persons in the country of
ultimate destination, and reasonable in the circum-
stances, Oy mothe mstance just cited may presents
Le delivered free,

There are certain special rules to be observed in
the matter wf silk (including artificial silk) goods
only.  Whilst officers may satisfy themselves on
these points by answers to verhal questions alone,
it must be bourne in mind that the evidence of a
passport produced by nativnals of wear European
cotntries is not suflicient for one to be reasonably
certain that the ariicles produced will be returned
thereto, A written declaration on the Form 104
may be oaceepted, or it may be necessary to accept
duty on deposit (sce G.O. 48728, paragraph 10).

Over and above these concessions, payment of
duty may be waived on entirely new articles as de-
tailed below, on the following conditions :—

(1) They must he the bona-fide property of the
person importing them.

(2) They must be res
sonal use.

sonable for his (or her) per-

(3) They must not be intended for other persons
or for sale. A verbal statement or a declara-
tion (Iform 104y may be accepted.

(t) If the duty on any one description of goods
produced exceeds the amount named, duty
is to he charged on the whole quantity of
that description.

The new articles may be :—
Sitl, and artificial sitk, duty not exceeding 10/,
Lace and embroidery, duty not exceeding 10, -.
Cutlery, duty not exceeding 5/-.
Gloves, duty not exceeding 5/-,
(There is a further concession here of ore
pair of fur gloves to cach member of a fam'ly.)
Gas manties, duty not exceeding §/-.
Buttens, duty not exceeding 5/-.
It is net anticipated that the latter two con-
cossions will he freguently claimed.

S WENSOLST
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SPORT AND SOCIAL.

Customs Waterguard Chess Club

PROBLEM 29
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By J. CAIRNS
White to mate in four moves

77

Solution to Problem 28a. (‘* Sign of the Cruss.™)
1. Ke.+P. . moves.
2. Mates accordingly.

Ctub Scores, 1928/9 Tournament,—-

Section 1. Round 1--Messrs, A, Hardie & T, Gl
Roodle 1, W. W, Bishop & E. T. Sandford 4, R. L.
Dudley & S. . Matthews 0.

Section Il. Round lI—Messrs. B. R. Clarke &
S. W, H. Hargrove 1 (without contest), A. Vigeon
1, G. Douglas, A, R, Deans & E. W, Kidman 0.

Section ITT . Up to Round §—>Messrs, J. Terry &
W, E. Morrison 2 (to Round 2), B. . Reilly, W.
Tuck, & H. H. Gray 2, J. Hoare 1, A. I, Mathers
& O, M. Williams 0.

Section 11, Up 1o Round 8—Messrs. A T Rolls
3, ¥. G. Wood 2}, T. Croxford & T. F. Prior 2
S. (L Steel 13, T0 AL E. Brownlow 1, AL AL Walter
& A. G. P. Stevens 0.

Section 1. To date—Messrs. R. J. Mayne 2, 1.
Pescod 1, Messrs. W, R. Hughes, P. Payne, I
Robbins, P. W. Cove, and L. Carter playing.

Solution to the Nmas Poser will be given next
issue.

—

SU

Opening Games,—A\ttention is drawn to the B.C.F.
Correspondence Rule No. 4, contained in the Pam-
phlet.  This rule applies  in cases where White has
failed to send his opening move,

PRESENTATION.

GRANGEMOUTH.

A pleasing incident 100k place in the Waterguard
Office, Grange Dock, on Monday, November 28th,
when Mr. Thomson was made the recipient of a
barometer to mark the occasion of his promotion
to Chiet Preventive Officer.

Mr. Melcllam, C.P.O., in making the presentation
on hehall of the staff, expressed pleasure at Mr.,
Thomsons success, and wished himm the best of luck
in his new grade.

Speeches were also made by Mr. Bell, P.O., and

Mro Ramsay, APLO., to which Mr. Thomson suit-
ably replied.

Customs and Excise Preventive Stafi
Association.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS.

Eiection of GCouncillors.

The members in the Areas concerned are hereby
informed that the wndermentioned candidates were
suceessful in the recent clection for the position of
grade Councillors.

Area. Grade. Name,
London ... P.O. ... My T O, Hughes.
South Coast ... ALP.O. ... Mr. S, E. Do Ball,
Gravesend LoAP.O. L0 Me T0A O'Connor.,
Scotland o AP.OL Lo Mre ] Johnstone,

The election for the four additional Councillors,
i.e., two from each grade, in accordance with the
amendment to the Constitution ratified at the Council
meeting held in July last, will be held early in the
New Year,

Only members stationed in Districts that have not
direct representation as o result of the main Council
clection, are eligible for nomination in the clection
referred to,  Full particulars will be circulated with
the nomination forms.

For the Exccutive Committee,
1. T. Strrow,
Ovrganising Secrelary.



