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Luttrs to tbt! Editor, and articln and corrupondtna intendttd for publication, should be addraud to tht 
Editor," Thtt Customs Journal," 91 Trusillian Road, Brocklty, London, 8.E.4. 

All matttr for inJtrtion in tlu forthcoming iuut should reach the Editor on or bifore the Monday prcctding 
the day of pu6/icatiotJ. 

THE COUNCil. MEETS. 

A
S mc·ntioned in this column in the last issce, 
we are not able to publish the proceed.ngs 
of the Council in session at .'\nckrton 's Hotel, 

London. The first day coincides with our day fLr 
going into print, and by the time the Council ris s 
thi,; issue of the " Customs Journal " will be ready 
for despatch. · 

There is something immen,ely thri ling ;tlJo t 
the P.S.A. Annual Conference, particu'arly when 
tLe m mbers arrive and meet on the first mor .. inf!. 
Some have arrived mer-night to stay at Anderton's, 
and are already in the smoking room when the 
locnl mc·mbcrs put in an a pp :arance. Acquaintances 
;,re rem·wed and introductions made, and often we 
meet fur the first time people we ha,·e corresponded 
with for vc·ars. 

Despite. an animated general com-ersation, tl:.e 
Conference opened a very few minutes after 10 
o'clock, pre·i.led o.er for the lin;t time by :\I·. 
D. (7. Thom•:on, whc> was ekctc:d to the pn•sidcncy 
on the appoinlllwnt of :\lr. E. P. :\ladden (the late 
President), to th<:: position of Chief J're,·enthc 
Officer. 

In declaring the Conference open, Mr. Thorns< :11 

th~:tked the members for the confickncc they h: d 
shown in electing him to the Chair. H" \Yent on to 
say that if the previou; year bad not bro·-ght for­
ward much of a tangitle nacur<::, it certa:nly lnd 
shuwn tnarkcd progre·:s, ai~d he tncntioned, among 
nther things, the inauguration of open competitinn 
for cntmnee into the Department, and the floating 
of tlllc Vocational Education Scninn wi:h i:s trc­
nwndous success. Nothing had imprc srd the 
Ofl:Lial Sid<• more than the anxiety of the I'.S.A. 
to educate its younger nwmb"ro in (he matt,:r of 
their dllties. 

\V<· had broken tl:•: ice ;llld Utkcn tl:e plunge, 
and had definitely decided on action to pro, u our 
gapability of performing the whole of the La ding 
and Shipping 1 )utit·s, a:; \VC11 as 'vhat are at presPnl 
kno\\'n as \Vaterguard l)uties. For tnany years \H? 

have b<'Cll the seed, am! the time has no\\ 
arri\·ed \\'hen of it is bParing fruit. 

l!P reminded the Councillors that the P.S .. '\. is 
now one of the most highly-organised :\ssodations 
in the Civil Sen·icc. It wus not onlv safe to sav this 
-·it was true. He also reminded ·them that 'many 
of them are District Officers. The weakc>t spot ill 
the organisation is in the District-;, ancl Councillors 
must be propagandists in their Di'itricts. Thev must 
go back from this Conference and tell their· 
exactly what has been, and is 
Otticers, also, should be better use 
of \\'hitlev machinuv. Loeal \\'hitlev machinery 
should he' usc-d more 'in order that wheti" cases come 
to London they hnYc much greater wdght and 

through l:cen thoroughly prr'pnrcd and 
in the tirst place. 

A heartv wekotUP \\·as extended to those who \VC'n: 
attending ~their firs't Conference (there \vcre ~ight ne\\ 
members). Apprecintin: reference \\'ClS nnde to the 
late President, :\!r. :\hddcn. \\-e h:1cl lost :1 yery 
,·ah;alle mecnber whose place would be di!licult tc> 
fill. 

The Confer•·nce proceeded with the discu.<sion ol 
the .\nnual Report, \\hi eh is the report of the Execu­
tive Committee to thr• Council (this is a 
docun1ent and c-overs n tre:nendous an10unt 
activity), ;md here we must leave it. As soon as is 
humanly possible, a n•port of the full prore0din.crs 
will be prepared, and. we eonl1dcn_tly hope tt> he abk 
to 1t to n~aders 1n the next lS~tH;, 
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CURRENT 

T liE delinitLm uf the term " no:1-nwmlyr " will 
will ha\·e lL·cn decided bv the l'.S .. \. Cun­
l:;e one of tloe small but ir;1portant points that 

ferecc~' by the titne tltr~:-;e 1'- 'on1nwnts app('<IL It is 
high tin1e that thP A~:-;ocL_tt~on laid do\Yll smnething 
delinitC' in this contv·ctiOn, lH•ctUs<: nLtny D!s.rict 
()rg"ar:;:i .... :ers h;tn_· I r:conK' 1- o,)<·l ssly in\·u:ved in tht'ir 
efforts to disti::gui~-h bet\Yecn the 1/0il-payi 'g 
nu·mber and the n·al no:l-n1:·n1b('r. The latter 
appear to he extr:·rncly fc\Y, b:cau:-e sotnc!-,o\\' c r 
other the f()flll(·r ll' ;:trly alw;tys f!Prccly res( nt being 
called rLm- mPml;ers ... they ha\·e merely not pai I 
up. Therl' i . ..;, of cour:-:.e, lll'...:ch wisdon1 in tl1is 
:tttitudP. It pn;tbles ('JV graccfullv to ~lide b.~ck 
into pukka. n1cn1l::;ership in cnscs of personal •·nler­
g('llC)'-at least, until the arnergcncy di-appea s. 
'1 h · thoroughbred 111. nlb:_'r~;, howe\·er, don't like it 
a little bit, and that is \Yhy the Exccuti,·c ha e 
place:! bPL.n_· tlw ('onf('rcnce a schetne for c:earl}· 
SC']W.fatin~ thP g~·ntiiilC non-11~('1l11wr fro;_11 the non­
p:t)·i:1g n1unbc r. 

* * * 
There is no in~cntiun to l::c too 1 ;;]_rd o:1 f c 

111 n1iwr ,,-ho faJs into :trn·;lrs with his sub..;. 'The 
de;_;rce of culpability \ aries ccn- iderahly with t..c 
different cnscs. Son1ctin1c:--; sl:ll'k uH·hod:-; of col­
I ·cting arc the cause of the trouble. Cl,llcctors, to 
1:(' ~·:ucu_-'..;•.f;_·l, tnt:st h;t\·e a t:a~ur;t1 gift f,Jr the job; 
o~h{'r\\·ise they ~1re likely to pro,·idc exCl;sr•s for 
lukc-\vann n1cn1bt>rs to refuse pa\ n1e!lt. TbP., c ar,• 
S{'\"eral othc·r I"<'asons for f:t:li11g ir~to arrears, :tnd it 
not infrequently hnpjWib that inability to p;:1y CY( n 
~;m~dl <lmoutlts ()[ outstanding subscripl ions i::; th..:: 
C'tUSC of a tncn1ber losing heart anJ ceasing to pay 
anything. 

In futctre il will be possible to deal with sJch 
ca"'s on clr arlv- dclirwd Iincs. Tl;crc will be no 
non-paying nlPt{lbcrs, because each one \v!11 be giYcn 
a fair opp .. ,rtL:nity of bccmning a real nlctnbcr under 
hrJr:ourab1c CCltHlitions, or of being consigned to the 
non-n1cn1her categn:·v finallv. The ne\v r_.les, 
!hough Iinn, are ~1ot"' rigid ei1o~1gh to inflict h:tl d­
ship on any indiddual. 

* 
(\ ntrary to \Yh<tt mi .. ~ht bP expected, it is not ;'t 

all an easv task to define ;1 •• non-nH'Dlbcr.'' It 
rt:'~;uiries IC;1gth_v ar:d ron1plicated phrc1scol~Jgy in 
order to n1:d{C' sure of things. The non-tr:.Pn1bcr is 
Ill,Jrc easily describ(·d than d(;!lnt~d, nnd, in fact, 
the:·e arc n1;1ny ro:H:i::-J~ ;:,nd p:thy dc:-,crip:ions in 
con11nnn use. 

* * 
lt is the right or C\ cry Ci il Ser ;lnt in tilc::·e 

davs uf \\'hitl··y to t;d..:e his part in n1aking th{~ 

co;1ditions lJV \Yhich he is Clll1iru11ed. It a n1--:lil 
dnc~ not un~lc-r~t:tnd wh~t ;ne his rights, 1 c cer­
tainly cannot do his duty fairlv by his collcagc:es, 
or to hitn. elf 2.nd his fanlily. I r h:: does Ull(~cr~tand 
hi~ right.., and yet fails to a~si_,t in f'Xcrl'ising then1, 
tlwn he is well describc•d in the line; Ly ('owpcr:-

"' \Yho li\ (• . ..;, and is n\lt \Yf'ar\· uf. a life 
Expll~ cd to 111f\natlrs, deser\·ps t}wnl \\'f'll. '' 

COMMENTS 

The gentlcmnn who dn:ps out of his :\ssociati,:n 
\\ Lb t11e excu~:e that •· th~ :-\:-.~ociation C<.in do 
nothing for nw," l~as a di111cult jub to aYoid bc.n:~ 
ttbclled citl-.er as b~low the a\·cctgc in th.r.king­
p J\\ f r, ·, t-, what is p:-;tc..ically tLe s:llllC th 1:g, <.S 
bc:ng in LJ\ c with his tn:uialle~;. TLe exu:pt,on to 
this is, of the ec_':.._'(':ltri~' g-(·nius \Yho L11:1ginc::, 
hi~ ntan;!('lr's to (_' gold Ll:m.~l"."'· 

* 
The eo: t-(.f-liYir:g figure for .\ugust 111ust sl;o,v 

;,n in cr.'"" of at ie:.ot lour p.,ints abo. e the ] .Jy 
fi~ure, \\hi eh is fJJ, in un!cr to a\ oid a drop of 
oLe-t\\'(~IHI·-::.L~th in tLe bonus. The reduction, 
}Ll\\'c\·cr, ~:-ceilb ine,·it~dJle. 'llle present Lont S is 
l:ased on tht~ figure (-)f 70; \\'hiL-h i.., rounded up fro~n 
;::n :t\ l:r:.ge cf 07 11 3 fur the preceding six tnonths. 
l·ur tl.e 11\e nhHlths of the currc>Jt per od the figures 
ac·: ti 1, ()"1, G-1, 6;"}, ();), gi,·ing an <-~\Tr;tge of 6·! '2 1 f>. 

.\ n·ductiun of onc-t\Yentv-sixth takes place fo.­
(·\(·ry cun:p!cte Jl\·c lhJ·n·:--, lJ)~ \\·i~lLh t. e index 1lgurc 
LtlL L;c;_o,,· the (Jrigil ui 1;~0 flgw e. 

* 
TLe irnpo,.sible sc·cms to baYC been ach:e. cd in 

c 'w;c·ct i>Jn \\ i _h the new type of electric torch now 
i: :-;ced gencr~tlly to ~\. P .0.:-,-l'\ er: lJ ... dy is pL·a::; d 
\Yi:h it. lt is rcgar.lcd eycrywhcrc as a u~cful and 
\",L,rLrn: .. ulik, :trt.Uc. .\ slight uitllculty which ha::-> 
been experienced in scn1:~ pLtccs n·g~trding Lh: 

.. -:~.iL\bi.iLY ur the ht.l!JS S~I!Jpli, d, i:-; llU\\' b, ing P~-_t 
ri~.)1t. " 

Di:..;tribu(,,n i:..; evidc•:1tly cau..;:ng n li,tlc: t;·ocble 
in ""Ill" ports. '1 he Generill Or..er is so pc L ctl· 
cl(}:lr tJ)dl. t!1cre sLu~,ld le !ld 111i un-.i1~rstanding. 
Evt-ry .\.P.D. ( 1nptoyed on \Yaterguard \vork is. 
liab.e ;;t a11\. ti111e to be LaJcd up~:n to p r1o.tn 
;:,cci\ e w~ r:..::; e·, en though Jl(rJnal1y he is e1npl J~ e-1 
on clerical dutit•s or p~ttrol dutie~. The int(•ntion 
i, th:1t h; shall be Jully e,juippe,l to c:.rry D t 
dl d· r1ar\· \·~·;ncrgu~~rd ,Jut ic·.; al a tn"n1cnt's not:{ e. 
l'ractic~dlv li:c ~)nl\· .\.P.().s not ('lliitkd to be sup­
pli~ d wit;l L rc/1 '~.; <l< e Lh •, e en.:; g{~ 1 on Land 
dutie_.;, 

* * 
It is undcrc LJ:Hi that :tbout 40 l'rcventi\·e Ofllccrs 

lia\T been call<'d for examination fur Chid l'rc­
\(·nt\·~· Ct'tic, r. TilL' writ~en te-,t \\·ill take .pL,ce on 
the :27th inst. :\mongst tl:osc called will be some 
~ ccond- tin1c· candidates. 

fudo-:n'l fron1 tht' incn_•;::.ing popularity of the 
C.'l'.C). ;~·cti"n of the \'.E.S., many of th · c:.ndi­
d:ttes haH_' takf:ll to hC'art the warnings gi e.1 i 1 

th' •· C:.-1:..-t( 11)S fourn;tl '' r;·gardi:'g the cruci;ll 
nature of the writLcn part uf ti-.e e :;:'n1inat·on. 

* 
The tl rcr: _\5'ist:(l1t l'rcn"ttti,·e 011icers \Yho were 

~,uccc,....,sful at the cx:aninatiop for entrance to the 
l'lc rical Cl:t'; hm·,, now b'·en appointed Dep:~rt­
nwntal ( 'tt:-;s ·Clerks. '1 he,· ;trc ::\lc•ssr~. Gilhcrtson, 
.\lilnf·, ;u:d Yo: .. Jqg, nud h:~t\·c· lwe.1 attached tu t: c 
In-, ('rJH'' ,-.;, Dutnfri.(~:..;. a11d Bri:-~tcJl \-~rJllcctions f·-"' 

:;jx' I i, 
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The qm,,t:on as to whether tbc,;c 'tlLers h:1 c 
Lettered th<·ir prospects Ly tran~fcrring to ~-noth( r 
(~radf~ lL<s ctused a gu ..... 1d LiPal of di~cus~iun. There 
is, ho\\.~cn;r, one thh1g they haYP \\·ell lu,<-,t, and that 
is the pro pc~-t of :-.{L'!H.ling ab()ut 40 years in a 
>cn·iu: where half their t'mc would I c 'ccupicd in 
c:trryin~ out onerous dut:es during the night hours. 
'I h ·y ha Ye al,·u sc·cur,•d the benefit of a weekly h:df 
l~o:id;_ty, to~<'tlwr with Sundays ;md ho:id:tys off 
(lt:ty. .\n iccn·a~c of eight days in <:u~nual lea c 
will also be theirs. 

\\'c ,·11<1)' well \\'ish tiH·m luck in their new o-phcrc. 

* * 
,\t the C. & E .. \nnu:d SJ•nr:s, hdd at '· 'hi"yick 

on the lOth July, thctc was a srh•c:l_. 'l'ri kling of 
\\ a:er~u:1LI Jl· opl<·. The ln·pr ctur-Gcncral was 
present, and also :\lr. F. C. \\'arnc, Supvrintcnde:ll, 
;,nd .\le.- ~.rs. l{,.nl:IIJ~ and Bridcn, Cbic:f Pn'\'('nti\ c 
Olliccr,;, in adcliti< n to many other of the \\'ater·­
gu:tnl Slatf. 

Th:' \\~ttcrgu;trd tug-of-\\·nr te;ttn \Y. re :--t{~ai 1 

':::_:cc,·:-.~ful. ()n I hi..; occ:J:-;iun thP) p~11led ;-~.gain ~t a 
lf_'(l,l1 r, d111 the Dl'l-wnture Hr:lllCh .. \:-- these were the 
only t(~n_;n,S in for this C\'f'llt, it ,,·;1s not a \Tr\' ~atis­
Ltc~t\,ry bu~:Iw;-;s. The J.u:1don \\'at~·rgu;tnf ought 
1() h~ ;th1c to pLlducc at kast two tc:tnls thetn eh·es. 
Tl:crC' are strucg run1nur.s tfiat l.r:t\ cs.cul 'nt ·1 ds 
to l:\kr· the Cup fro.n J.nndon nc~t year. It is to ];e 
l•oped tlwy will IJ>l\e a try fur it '"'Y'""Y· 

* * 
lt i" cn<.:nJr;;gin~J; to notP that tlw tent'rncy shown 

lJV '>OI11e uf 0\.lf SUpen·i in,l!; of!Jci;tl~, during the 
p~tsl } ear or t\\·,o, tO\\'ards ~tclive interc..;t in st; fi 
sports, is gradually incrc:ts!ng._ There is no reason 
\\·hy the Dc·p:trlnlent ~h_,,utd nut be in tl:c forefront 
of ~~p()rtin~ :}lLtirs i11 tl~c Custon1s and Exci~e. \Ye 
haY~ thr.• 1'(1atcrial, a.1d if our chiefs lend a ha d, 
we could turn out some good stuff. 

. \ typic:d in::-itance of hidden tnlt:nt cnn1c to li;( t 
in the ]:!si i-.;sue of tlw '' Cu:-;tun1s Juurn;d, '' in the 
;1ccount of the pre . ..;(·ntation tnacle to .:\Jr. Pat Crin1-
tnins at \\'C\ l110Uth, 011 his rctirct11Cl1t fr0111 t1-c 
Sen·iu~. l\Ir.- Crimn1ins was well kn·own in Lin·r­
]Hl d, llut there \\Tre few, if :1ny, "·ho knew of h·s 
]irU\\"(-''"·s as a rrickt•t('r. It \Yould <lpjlC<Ir th.::1t he 
did ll')t tPnllllt'llC(' to pby for the CLstonls t ;:un 

- until he '""' in his sixtieth year. 

.\n(-lhcr (JL! Li\'\ rpoul o!licer whusc {'X])('rlf'llCf' in 
sporlin'' ;tff:tir-.; \Yotdd lL' of v:tluahle nssist~tnce is 
:\lr. T_.-. E. lL.trgrcay·c:-:;. F(lr n1a11v yt·ars he hId 
tilt' position of \"ice-Presidr•nt of the ])yprpool County 
Footh;:tll .\ssociation, and only gave up the post \Yhcn 
l:rrc('tl to d\l ~o through his p:·onlotiun to Chi f 
Prc\·t·nt i\ c ()tli:-er son1c tnonths ago. 11~: J-.ns a 
\Yidt~ knO\Ylcdge of sports rnanagerncnt an.! o ·­
ganisatiun~ 

::\o dt\Ul)t th'·re :tre tnanv olhcrs with sin1ilar 
q:~:tlification:-; throu~hout the~ Depar.n1cnt, and it is 
titne we dug thcn1 out. 

* 
.\ · ll':tll ( rr,11· (f p· i. tl-1 C'urr('nt- Co:11n1cnts '' in 

I h~· pn_·\'iuu:::; is.~.u{~ of the jl,Urnal. In re-ferring 1o 
" Digger's '' contribution, the year 1928 \\'<!S 

quotl'U. This £hould, of course, read 1908. 

GLEANINGS FROM THE 
PAST. 

By DIGGER. 

TARIFF NOTES by "OLD STILL." 

U: t·frintcd front the (( Customs Journal )) dated 

23rd Scptc111bcr, 1905.) 

".\RI\.,\( K," "S.\:11-SII~)O," aml "S.\Kl." 
These hcYerngl's, produn_.d :111cl us~~d frequently 

by .Chinese <wd jnpancsc, are frequently m t \\.t'l 
un :--hi."s Jf\Jill tr:e Ea~t, :111d h<t\l~ a srn;_,ll cnn· 
~;:.tn1pti~n in this C·JU!ltry, chietly anl,,ngst E:t~t{'rns 
li\-dlg' in LulEillil. :\rrack is a rice spirit, originally 
dist.J!ccl lrom the fcrmelit' d juice of the East Indian 
col,\Ja p;tln1 tree; Lut no\\'~Hi:tys ol>t~1i. ctl tr~ I,\1 :cr­
I1lL·ntL'd riCl'. '1 he rice is nwde into wurt, on t: c 
lin.·:-: of brewin~ aud distilling, ;:tnd :tftLr tern1cnta­
ti •ll, is uistilled. :\s imported it is almost colour­
Ie~s, with a gr~tin :-·p'ril odour, and son1cwhat barsh 
to t;Jstt'. It nH·llows ant{ dc\·Plops itnpro\·enlcnt 
\\'i;h ;tgt•. It i:-> usu;dly itnportcd in bdttle, and is 
: dmis.,il;lc as l.L. >perils if, as is usually the case, 
f:t·r: fnnn {_,lJ>Cur;tt!Ln. In the case c)f ~rn;dl quan­
ti:ics un l·.uard ship, ho\\-e\·cr, where testing is not 
c:ainlc-1, it i:-> u:--tLt!h- ch;_trgcd as tnixcd spirit at 
th'• lG ·t r:tte. :\s 1t is T~Htch under pn;of, <1nl 
!lrubably not "ycctcncd, and thcr·cfore frcc from 
tlw hull\c: tax, tlw (Jption of tc~t should be s g­
gt;,t. d if the qu<~nlity i,; Gl all considerable . 

Sa1n-::.hocJ is practically tht· s:lnu; cL1ss of spirit 
:1~ Arrack. 

S:cki is the J a pane. c wine of rice. It is pr·eparcd 
fr.:1111 rice, whic-h is flr~t ~u :tnled, then in1prcgnatcJ 
wilh a fenncnt prep:trcd fron1 rlre straw, and al-
1o\\'f'd to fcnnt'nt until all the rice :---t;-trch is conYert,~cl 
to ~ p:rit. l t i;:; then rlarif1ed or bl1ttkd at a ~trcngth 
of a\;,lUL :24 to ~H degrees of prouf spirit. It is 
chtr;_:;ed :tt the .;;;pirit r;tte of duly at itnportation, 
<tnd 1f in 1HJtt1('S, \\·ith the Lottle t:tx. It has a pale 
~Ll·tTV colour, \Yith ;Ill odour :tnd tnste son1ething 
I k-· ~l dry {\Ltnzanilla shctTy n1inu~ vinosity. 

\'ER:\!Ol!Tl-I. 
Thi.--. lw,·. r:tgf' n1:1y b(' c:t11t•d the wine of \Vorn1-

\\tud,'' in tl.l' ~:nne \V~ty as Absinthe rnny bf' caf\•d 
th• '' spirit uf wonnwoocl. '' It is prepared by 
,imply ndding the :dcuholic extract of tier: <Iri cl 
ka. t's of th(' wortn\vood shrub--grown lar~cly in 
the Tyrol, in 1taly, and on tlu: Pyrent·cs-to a 
l1usis of \Yhitl' wjne. It is therefore \Vine flayoured 
,~:ith worn1w<.ud, and hence: cotnes under our tariff 
1

1
f -:::.rip'inn, ;tnd r:tling :ts \\'inc. 1t aln1ost in­

\';tri:thlv cun1es in at the Ll\\Tr t·atC' of d~ ty, 'i...-:., 
n.f'. :-~o¥ dq~rc_•s .... In tht~ absence of test, \"er­
n'.o:..:th i..; brought tc ~tccount \l.S \V:.!:!~ u e. i2 Ue.::!rees. 
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"F1QST IMPQESSIONS." 

By A PROlHTIONER. 

T HIS," said the Collector, " is the Chief Pre­
venti,·e Officer." I turned and found myself 
introduced to a sturdily-built .gentleman ·who 

had a radiant face <~nd a resplendent naval uniform. 
I had spotted him previously ancl bad concluded that 
he could be none other than the First Lord of the 
Admiralty. Imngine my surprise when I discovered 
that this awe-inspiring personage was, from that 
moment, my chief. 

Obeying his commands, I followed him to the 
\\'aterguard Office where, after having my hand 
nearly shaken off .by several miniature C.P.O. 's, who 
wore only one ring, and by nu1nerous undergraduates 
who had no rings, I wa~ persuaded to partake of 
lunch. To nvoid offending these good-natured feJlm,·s, 
who appeared• to think that I had had nothing to eat 
for a month, I tucked in to a miscellaneous diet of 
sardines, jam, toast, kippN•, etc.~-~tufi I hate. 

Presently the company broke up in t\\·os and went 
to their rcspecti,·e stations (so I was informed), and 
left behind a typical Londoner with a cherubic smile. 
This gentleman took me under his wing and escorted 
me round the doc-ks, trying the while to explain the 
necessity for the C. & E. Serdce. As we paced this 
strange world of shipping my mouth opened and my 
eyes became filled with :~mazcnwnt (I am an inland 
youth and am very green). Ob,-en·ing my bewildered 
countenance, my g-uardian promply 1varned me of the 
dangers of dock-side walking and told me to mind 
that bollard, this rope, that phmk, this tarpaulin, 
that-. A few seconds later I was helping him to get 
out of the ash-tray of a steam crane. \\'hether he 
f,>ll into it to add emphasis to his advice or to point 
out how easy it is to Dre11k one's neck, I hnve doubt, 
but certainly he didn't look a hit dignified in that 
ash-tray. 

In about an hour's t in1e we ret Urtl!'cl to the office \Yhcre 
I n1et n1orP fellows feasting. I w:ts introdUl'Pd to then1 
and was n'questcd to join in wi1h thr,ir refreshn1Pnt~. 
Feeling more or !Pss bilious after the la•t snack, I 
"sked to be excused, but \\hen they warned me of the 
danger of atte npting to perform \Vatcrguard duties 
on an empty sto:11ach, I sat down at the table and 
pushed down my throat another instalment of Far­
dines, jam, toast, kippers, etc., and tried to look as 
though I was enjoying myself. 

" This chimney requ;rcs sweep;!1g," s<1id one of 
tt~e c?:11pany. :'The S\VeP:ps '\t;rc ordr,rr:d \\·eeks a~o 
awl tts about ttme they came. 

" Here tloey come," said I. 
" Tut, tut in:-tn, that'~ the Runlin~tge Crc\\· .. \11ow 

me to introduce you, Mr ..... " 

Armed with a pair of ()\'eralls, electric torch, tu,'k­
sticl.: and jcmilly, I again followed my ~uide (a_P.O.), 
together wit;l the Rummage Crew, who by thtsl time 
had washed their Ltcc:s and looked perfectly human. 
\\'e \YCnt to a IJ;.nish ship, which was full of timber 

right up to the platform where the captain stands, 
and I was told to hold a t:1pc measure and go to the 
end of the timber. \\'here the end was I couldn't 
make out. The wood was stick;ng out all over the 
place ; some pieces protruded a yard or more and 
some receded three yards. However, I found the end 
by-well, never mind how. 

Later, we sought the skipper and to my surprise 
he was minus the venerable-looking white beard so 
familiar to me in the picture of a skipper on sardine 
tins. He spoke quaint English and, from the way 
he treated my l'.O. I thought th:H, to the Danes, 
English people are as little gods. And then to the 
engine room. . . . . One A. P.O. seemed to be hang­
ing by his teeth fixed to a beam and trying at the 
same time to work :his arm down a two-inch pipe. 
Another was digging himself in under the machinery ; 
a pair of boots· sticking sole upwards indicated the 
whereabouts of another chap in the greasy depth3; 
and yet another was 1busily eng:Jged sub-classifying 
the contents of the engineers' store room. The latter 
fello\\· engaged my attention and after searching for 
some time he found a blue packet of shag and was 
soon exhibiting the flnd to his brother acrobats with 
the g1ce rrnd reverence of one who hnd fnun1i a great 
auk's egg. Then to the office, or restaurant, or 
\\·hatcvcr the place is called, "·here another proba­
tioner \\·ns being told by an elderly oflicial that a 
crmnl of people had taken smnpks of the dock water 
to place in baths for tired feet. Both of us thought 
intently. Certainly the water-level had gone do\\·n, 
hut--could it Le possible? Had so much been taken': 
l'erhaps-er~he \\·as leg-pulling. Anyway, was said 
nothing. 

Next n1orning I \\'~h :-;upplied with an "al fresco" 
unifonn, \vhich apparently had undergone the ravages 
of a Persian rag-n1arket. The cnp nlust have been 
an old one when ·St. ~latthew left the job; the sleeves 
of the jacket hung down to rny finger-nails, and the 
trousers, cre::.sed like crepe paper, 'Yere on their lnst 
legs. In fact, the n1ost iJ.nportant part of then1 was 
on the point of leadng the 'eat of Customs! 

Together with the P.O., I boarded a ship and was 
told to stand by the steps, or rather the gang\vay, 
while he hurried along to the saloon. (By this time 
I wa~ getting arquainte(l with nautical terms and 
knew the 1neaning of bollnnl, deck at1Ll several new 
swear \\ords.) Presently a ,·oice from behind called 
out, u (iood n1urning, ()fticer. '' I ]ookcd a] o\'er 
the show to 11nd an mdividual likely to fit the title 
of Ofliccr, but without success. Then the loud­
\oiced one JWcrcd into my face and said, " G, od 
morning, 01liccr. '' Strewth, he was talking to me! 
This Lickh-d my \·anity. ;\ly bosom filled with pride 
and n1v out-size yest becarne so inflated th ,t it 
would have burst if the 1'.0. had n.1t appeared ard 
told me to follow him to the store room and check 
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stores. \\"e opened the cupboard, and what a queer 
collection of packages there were! Several lots of 
tob;.tcco were wrapped in rope, unwashed stockings, 
old newspapers, red handkerchiefs, and so on. 
The 1'.0. didn't seem a bit surprised, and s:mply 
put the parcels on a spring balance in the ma1111t r 
of a tripe-dresser weighing tripe and said, '' c, P­

rect! " After sealing up we left tthe ship, scurried 
round the station doing all sorts of strange jobs, 
and eventually wended our way to the friend:y 
atmosphere of that institute of strange diet, the 
depot. 

* * * 
In a n1on1cnt of rcl1e...:tion, aflcr sc\cral \\e~ks' 

experience of \\'aterguard work, I concluded that 
"" eltide11t \\'nterguard ot1icer must possess m re 
than tiw sences. He must have X-ray eyes:ght, be 
<tble to calculate swifter than a ready reckoner, ha\'C 
.t memory like Datas, ani] the tact and affab:Jity 
of a politician cam·assing votes, the ability oi a 
journalist, a physique like Hcrcules, and must al­
ways ha,·e a spare laugh handy in case the C.P.O. 
cracks a joke. But, speaking rno't seri< u,ly, he 
must be able to tackle >tny sort of job, wl,ctlcer 
mental or physical. I 'ay so bccaw,e all the official.-; 
at tny port do so ali day long. Here, a P.O. goes 
round his w-xk as though he were an cncyclop;:edia 
of general knowledge; but where he acquires it is 
a mystPry to m:·. No doubt the job is worth about 
£1ii a we,·k. !':omeone told r11e that they started at 
£160 per annum, but as I am young and inex­
perienced, I mw,t submit to having my leg pulled 
occasi 1Jnally. 

* * * 
And now, having rdated my fiL t impres. i ns, I 

·might as wdl nwntion that there is 'ne sh p in 
which I am particularly interested, and that is 
P.O.-ship. ~ly colleagues tell me that periodically 
we are called to London to see about this ship, 
and between you and me, I "m sometimes awake 
at night wondering whether the " stores " will be 
correct when my turn comes. Anyhow, we'll see! 

Civil Service Joint Committee. 

WAR BONUS. OUTSTANDING .CASES, 

Consideration by the Arbitrator, ~fr. H. Claughton 
Scott, K.C., of the outstanding claims under the 
Sutton and other judgments is proceecling daily 
throughout the month of July. It is anticipated 
thereby that the great majority of the cases will have 
been dealt with by the end of the month. There will 
be an adjournment during August. Any cases which 
may remain will be completed after the holiday period 
and decisions will then. be delivered. 

In ,view of the exceptional pressure caused by the 
daily sittings, if is requested that enquiries and cor­
respondence be reduced to a minimum during that 
p(.riod. A. C. \\'!~YARD, Secretary. 

Presentation to Mr. A. S. Neilson. 

The full staff of Leith wns pre,rnt nt a gathering 
on :\!onday, June 25th, at thr Custo:n Hou,e, to wi,h 
good luck to :\!r. ~eilson, Pre\·entive Officer, retiring 
after 35 years' active service. 

:\lr. Smith, Collector of Customs and Excise, 
occupied the Chair, and spoke of the excdlent 
qualities possessed by ~1r. ~eilson. The Collector 
read a letter fro;n :\Jr. Skelton (Offlcrr, Long Room), 
regretting his in;1bility to attPnd and dc~iring that his 
gdod wishes and appreciation of :\1r. Neilson \ unfail­
ing kindness •hP conveyed to his frienc1 no'" enterin~ 
his \\'rll-earnrd leisure. 

Speech('S in eulogistic tenns, h:-tckJ•d up by a :-:incerity 
that was CSJWCially noticenble, \\·err made by :\!essrs. 
Angus, Grieve, Kcrr and Crowc (Prevcntin' Offic<'rs), 
nnd :\!r. Groat (c\ssistant Pre\'fenth·e Oflicrr), \vho 
also re:~d a letter recci,ed from :llr. Kede (C.P.O., 
Fishguard), wishing ~fr. ~eilson many happy years 
to CO!llE'. 

:l!r. :l!cDiarrnid (\\'atrrguarcl Superin!endrnt) gaH' 
a vivid account of the nwrits of '\Ir. ]\' eilson, nntl 
remarked that we \\·ere losing a friend as \Yell ns a 
collra?;ue of the highest ordc:r. 

Mr. Srnythc (Chief l're\·entive Officer), in makin~ 
the presentation (a two-valve wireless set \Yith loud 
speaker), stated that he had nn·er met a better officer 
atly\\·here and could only speak of our retiring col­
league in the most brilliant terms. llr' asked ~!r. 
Neilson to accept the token on lwhalf of the sul:­
scribers \\·ith eYery good \Yish for a long and happy 
life. ~fr. Neilson, speaking un<h'r grPa~ ~tress of 
emotion, replied thnt he appreciated to a very grent 
extent the kindness of nil concerned. He felt the 
parting from his old colleagues ,·ery deeply. 

The Committee, who organise<! the presentation, 
ta4.e this opportunity of e'<pressing their grateful 
th;mks to all those throughout the Serdce "ho hn•·e 
been so kind in subscribing towards the pnrtin;:; gift 
to Mr. Neilson. 

OUil SHOilT STOJlY. 

Rv" GE~." 
"Service; not Self-" ns the A.P.O. oben·ed 

when he stood aside to let the P.O. precede him up 
a very shaky-looking ladder. 

The youngstr•rs :mu~t be s·nart flO\\·ad::t~:s to pn)\·e 
their worth. One we heard of the other day had 
secured a job in a hos!r-•ry e.~tnhlish;npnt, and y;:1~ 

supplying a custo~:1er \;·ith so~ll(' g~ods. . ~, 
Custonwr: " \\Ill thrs flann,•l shtrt shnnk! 
New Hand:" How does it fit?'' 
Custorner : " Too largf'." 
New Hand: " Of course it \•:ill s!1rink." 

H.J.B. 

An An1erican tourist, doin~ lt<l1y, \\·as e\·cntua11y 
conducted to \Tr-suvius, at the tinF" in eruption. 

" Great, Bo! '' he rcn1arked. '' SonH' central 
hrating." B.J. B. 
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Preventive Staff Association 
Head Office : 

Thames Chambers, 

18, Beer Lane, 

Tdepho1;e ROYAL 4279 
Prnident: E. P. Madden 

London, E.C.8. 

General Secretary: J. lVltrron 
Organising Secretary: J. T. Sutton 
Assistant Secretary: rf7. H. Powell 

CARDIFF, 
:\lr. C. 0. \\"arnc (1'.0.), occupi,·d the Chair at 

a f<tirly \\Tll atll'nded nwetins< at the Old .\rcade 
llotcl on Friday, July 13th, the greater portion of 
th,_· tiillC being spent in discus:;,ing the agenda for tlv" 
furthcn1ning Conference, both Councillor:-; (:\IPssrs. 
Cri!liths and Denslcy), \Yho were present, expbinin:; 
tht• chief iten1s in dr•t:lil. 

Sionthly pay ,,·as di~cus~ed i1t length, and thr: meet­
ing :1skr·d tht• CouJH'illors to pn•ss for s::11nc, but to 
..;afc;~uard :tgainst nny pecuniary loss. 

The suhjl'Ct of four addition:d Coun:-illors ,,.;1s 
dr·lr;tcd, and the nH:>eting was in LtYour of the pro­
posal co;ning into force for the 1929 Conference. 

1 t \\';ts not1'd with ple~1sun• th:H I .iYerpool \\·a~ 
returning tD its old st•lf an(l renr•\\·ing its placP in 
_\:..sociatinn :-tctiYitv. 

It was also ple;~:-~ing to notice so rnany rH'\\. nlf:"jll­
L(•rs presr•nt taking a kr:rn inten•st in the procet~dings. 
Through an unfortunatt~ o\·crsi~~ht and O\\·in~ to 
pres:-~ure in conscqUf'IL'e of an unusually hr~a,·y 
n.~.:pnda, thr-•se ne\\' nwn1bers \vc·r~ not \\Tic0~11cd at 
the Illf'f'tin,~, as \\·as intended, <tnd thr officials and 
old rne;11br•rs takt• thr opportunity of doing; ~o here 
and no·,v in this report. 

SWAN3EA. 
-A meeting took place at the :\farket Cafe, 0:-.:fr>nl 

Stn•t:t, S\\·ansea, on July 2Cth, :-tnd included an ex­
cellent attendance from Port Talbot. :\Jr. PmYell 
(1'.0.) \\·as Chair,ll<ll1. 

St',.f~ral ite;.1l:-i \\·ere discussed, \\hi eh ;tre on the 
<:tgenda for thf' (:oun~:il, p.:v-tic-ular attention being 
paid to the· possibility of co-ordination bet 1\'Cl'll 

:-tn:-Llogous gr:HlC's in the l)epartnlcnt. 

CHANGES IN THE STAFF. 
TO JULY 16th, 1928. 

PRO.\lOTIO.\'S. 
I'IiE\'E'OT!\'E 0Fl•ICER T<l C!llEF l'RE\'E'OTI\'E 0FFJCE!i, 

L(n\'ER ~"E:·TTO:\ (unntt nd1:·d) :-
Johnson. \\'. H. \\'hit,;taLLc, DoHT tl> Orticc u[ 

!.G.\\'. 

OFFICERS U:\\'1.\'G TriF SER\'ICE. 
f'HE\'E:'<TI\'E ()Fl ltTH.S :~ 

Crilll.nin~, P. \\'!'Yillouth. 
'\ ·i],,,,n, .\. S. l.l'itll. 

~\SSI~T.-\:\T l'RE\'E:'\Tl \'E 0FFI~'FR :--

\\' oougatc, J. E. I ps\\·ich. 

\'.\C\.\'CY. 
CIIIEF PHE\"E:'\Tl\'E 0FFICEH., lJJ'PEf..: S!~CTTO;\ :~ 

.\IiddlcsiJrough, Sundnlanu. 1'7.3.1928. 

OHITL\RY OF SU'ER.\:\''\T.\TED OFFICERS. 
Bradbrook, S. \Ynterguanl Supr-rintl·ndcnt, 211d 

Cla·s. 
Gallm\ay, R. Chid Prewnti,-c Ofiicer, Cpper 

Set·iion. 

Correspondence 
Tht name and adt!rns of the writer (not necessarily 

for publication) should be given in all letters to the 
Editor, wf.o accepts no rtsponsibi!ity for the vitu·s 
exprtsscd. 

C'O\Il'ETJTIO.\' .\.\'D l'RO\lOTJO:\'. 
Sir,~-,.\lay I apJw:ll to your \Yell-lmo\\·n courtesy to 

allow n1e, through the tnediuin of your colun111s, to 
ask the \\ riter of Current CoJn,nc·nts how hr' arri,·ed 
at the conclusi.on th:1t 1 inferrctl, in n1y prc,·iou~ 
lett( r, that st:niors \\·uuld st:md no rl1:-tnce against 
juniors in a con1pctiti\·e exa:nination, ;tlld also in 
what ntantwr he con'"iidcr~ that n1y }C'tter sugg,·sted 
inro.llJWlf'lll'Y on the part of the sr·niors '! 

It is aJ..;o stated in Currr•nt Co;nnu•nts th:tt so ne 
o~ those \\ hn ha,-p \we;1 through the' n1ii1 are wnnd!T­
ing \\'hat i.~ the rc·n~c;n for so n1uch opposition to 
rcforrn. 1 \\·ondcr if thcs":' \\·ondercrs ~1re on the 
right side of tllf:' hedge ! It is n1v pcrsunal opinion 
th~tt thPre are far 11HJre uniccrs \\·ondL•ring \\·hat is 
the ex;tct r~";tson for the~ sugg!'stion :1f th(' inlrodu,~tion 
nf con1petition. 

'' Dante " \Y<ts frank and honr~M wl!!:'Il he: dre\Y our 
attr:ntion to th<' hopehr,s plight of a ser·tion of our 
llH'nlbers and sug-gestPd cornpetition as a way out. 
--Yours, etc., "CEE.\RPEE." 

C. & E. Orphans', Widows' and 
'Var Memorial Fund, 

The quartf'r}y nl('eting {J the E:--·''r:ut i\·e Con1n1ittee 
"as held in Roo;n 120 of the Custocn House, London, 
on :\lonclay, July 2ncl, "·hten \fr. R. Barnard, \'icc­
l'rcsidcnt, occupied the Chair. The Secretary re­
l'orted that he4-lacl· Pecei,·cd <-A•er t~1irty ·letters fn~m 
bencofiriaries, thn.nking the CmnllJtttec for the 111-
crc;tsc·s that had I C'C'~1 mach• in tl1e :-lllllual grants 
under Ruk 23. .\ nun1l:er \\'f~re rend, and it \\·as 
t·,·idr•nt that the additional lllOn('Y w:-1~ of the greatc.;t 
possi1Jle l-:cncf1t in all cases. . . 

Fro.n the financial -.tatl'nv·nt suhmtttrd tt \\·as sern 
th~tt thr irH··o:ne for the quarter Ctmountr·d to 
£5S9 !6s. llcl., anll of this £551 Ss. Od. had hccn 
disbursed· in ~r:tnts. Of this 5tllll, 0\ Pf £300 \\'aS 

for the n1.aintcnance :-tnd cducntion of children. 
!'-.'incty-four persons of 81! ranks in the Department 

wr'r~ elected to n1en1bership. 
The Co.lllllittc·c· n•-dcctcd \!r. \[,·ch·in as 

Treasurer, and alst> re-elected th\' forill\'r \'isitin~ 
Committee. :\lr. Ralph \\'<t.s elcc!cd to till a \'ae<:ncy 
on this Committee. 
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_CIUCKET. 

GRAVESEND CUSTOM HOUSE SPORTS CLUB 
v. 

LONDON WATERGUARD SOUTH SIDE 
CRICKET _CLUB. 

Tlce ucC<hion of the s ·co1d ,-isit of thr' London 
\\ atl'q_;uard Suuth Side Cricket Club to Gravesend 
on July 4th \\ a.s blessed \\ ith good weather. 1\"c at 
(,c:t\T:-;,·nd wc:re p~eased to \n·lcon1e not o:1ly the 
t. am but ;J!,o the large m:mbcr ol their SL p­
p rters, who included :\Jr. and :\[rs. Fler t, Mr. 
Lg:tn, :1nd that PYt'r-pn'S('11t spnrtstnan, ~\lr. ~vans, 

,,-ho nen_•r tnisscs the opportunity of seeing Gravcs­
f'Hd and London --in opposition on the sports fic•'d. 
(;ran_•sc·nJ ~;upporters \Yere aJS.l 'tht>re in {argc 
ILml:ers, including .\lr. and .\lrs. Ladlbms. :\Jr. 
Ladhams has not been \Yith us long at Gravesend, 
hut has taken great jnterest !n our Sports Club 
~:.nle Ltkin.g up tli..; duties here. 

The tYiatch conliT!Cllced \Yith Graycsend winring 
tl·e lo~..., and e~ecting to bat f1rst. The score reached 
13 (lucky munlwr) before the first wicket fell, 
Thon1a:-: bein~ bowled by E\·e in attcrnpting a big 
h.t. The :-ccond \Yicket soon fC'll, Grey being out 
\Yith the tol<r! at 15. The next \Yickct fdl at 21, 
: nd two funhcr wickets fell fur the same total. 
Things bcg<-ln to look bad for (~raYe:-·end, as the 
:-,;:.ort' h:1d unh· reached :-w before t\vo n1orc wickets 
fell. Th!~ ga:~1c then \Tr'rl'd round some'.': hat, the 
nvxt \\'ickct addi:1g 10 runs, but the end soon canw,. 
c<nl .Lra\e-.end were all out kr ii\J, a tutal that cl:d 
not scf 111 big <·no:..1gh to tnake tLc honw tcan1 cun­
fl.l~ent of success. 

Tl'a was taken bc·fore our opponents cun1n1e1Hcd 
their innings, and \\'ht'ther or nut the inter~ al h cl 
any l'fTl·ct on tl1en1, tl:cy c,.n1tnencr·d ycry dis:·s­
trously, as tLeir first wick t fell to tlw first ba I 

ho\\'led, ami another fell for the acidition of t\\·o 
runs; but tl1ank~ tn:tinly to l\lr. Stet r.:->, 11 r~:I s 
\'.Tre <IdcleJ bdor.: the IW"t wicket fell. .\Ler that 
J'O one S<·emcd to be able to make any resistance 
ngain:-;t th~: bowling, and the Sut th Stde we.·e a!1 
out for ::r;, (;r;L\ c:-;t•nd w1nning by 2.3 runs. Their 
surc<·::-:s was due n1ore to their goo:..lly arcty of 
}J,J\Y lf'rs 1 han to their batting . 

. \f.er a furti1Pr supply <J light r{'fn_•:-;hnlcnt, o r 
L"ndc n fricr.ds d< parted for home. They say tfiq· 
hope to Leat us at the return match at Eltham o r 
.\l (~l.ST 1st. \\'lwtlwr they do so remains in 
tb• bp of the gods; but \Ye arc c(•rtainly looking 
forward to a f-ine gan1c and, of cours(~, fine weather 
-and n1ay thP he~t tl'~~m win. 

CARDlFF 

Another victory was recorded for the 1\'at,orguarJ 
on Tuesday, July 11th, in a match at l'enarth bc­
\n:en the Cardili (\Yatergumd) Cricket Team and 
the l'r'Il<lrth l'resbyteri:m C.C., Canli!T ckdaring at 
100 for eight \\·icke~s :tnd gt'tting their opponents all 
our fur 1€-. The outstanding performances for the 
\\'aterguard \Yen; thost> of (.ialhcridge and Bray, the 
Jur11lcr sL·oring 45 a11d the latter Lal.dng nine \\'k_·kcts 
for 11 runs. .-\ rt•turn 111ntch i:-> being arrnnged. 

.\ pleasant afternoon and C\'C•tiing was spent on 
S~tturday, July 21:-,t, at Spi11crs' sport~ grounds at 
J'eng a.n (Cardiff) when thl' Cardiff (\\"aterguarrlJ 
Cricket Team played Spillers' (Spillers 11: Bakers, 
Ltd.) Crickr;t XI, the ganH: en.ling in a dnnv O\\·in:~ 
to lack of tiillr'. The score \\·:rs, Cctrdifi l:lG runs for 
thrr'e \\ick•·ts (declared), and Spillers' 54 for seyen 
\\·ickeh. )Jot content with pn)\'ing hin1se1f a bo\\ ]er 
in th(: last n1atrh, Bray knockt_'d up a n~ry fine score, 
Lcing lll'atly st L~rnpr_•d after s·~·oring 72 run~. Thr: 
weather was all that could l:e de,irul, and the te« 
laid out in tlw open (pruyi,led by Spillcrs') was 
grr·atJy enjoyed by the rl<~yr_TS aihi their fa:niJies. 

FILL IN THIS FORM NOW. 

The Sc'crr•t:rry (\'.E.C.), 

l'r: \·en tin: Stctff Associntion, 

l:J, I1ecr Lane, London, E.C.3. 

Prelin1inary CDursc 
Plea~e f'!lrol rnc fnr lniernwdiatc Course (delete Courses not required) in \Yatcrguard. 

!\d·;anced Course 

Dc;J<r,rtnoental Rr·gulations. Postal Order paya'1le to S. C, Stc;cl, London, value .....•......... (insert 
~1111 ,unt), enclosed. 

~1 ame 

t\d~._!rcss ............................................................................................................ . 

Tutt)rs :--\[essrs .. '\ngus, Fin~ey, G::n dine;·, Jeffn•ys, Lake, Sl-:f•chan, and Thornsnn. 
Ple::se iiH~ictte Tutor desirf'd, :-~nd choke ol Tutors \Yill be giyen :ts [;Jr as possible, 

Fees: 10/0, 15/0, and 20/0 per term P'SJWrtively. 
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SPORT AND SOCIAL. 

Customs Waterguard Chess Club 

PROBLEM No, 20. 

\\'hite mate in thr. e. 

Solution to No. 19. 
1. Q - B 2. If 1. P - K 6, 2. P - Q 3, 

if 1. p --Kt 6, 2. R - B 1, if 1. Kt (B 1) mcvcs 
:2. Kt - !J 6, etc. (6 points). 

PROBLEMIST versus PLAYER-continued. 

Problems are the Poetry of Chess. '1 hey sl.ow 
a playr·r perh,,ps that, under certain peculi. r con­
dltiuns, and in certain p:~culiar situations, po\verful 
p:ercs appear impotent, while tlv tiny Pawn may 
:--er.:n1 a veritable tower of stre-ngth; its sin1p:e tnarch 
may !earl, pcrhap.; to a nJ..JSt unexpected decelop­
Ill('flt, ur tnay c~nstitute an unans\\LTal.::le reply to 
a \Yrung first nlo\·e. Probluns arc a distinct branch 
"f '· he,,;, which mw;t nut Le confounded with the 
g:ttne itself. There are 111any fine players \Vho ar~ 
capable prublcmi,ts, yet they view a game situation 
in a totally different light from that in which they 
consider a problem. Points in common to both 
problems and games are rarely to te met with: 
Jirst, because in a problem the disparity in the 
fcrccs is altno:-;t ahvays great (and is not taken into 
account) ; and as the scorner of problems is so lond 
of ;:;aying, "' Black would han_! resigned long ago!" 
Sc·crJIElly, a problem is the deliberate fancy of a 
single mind--a mind, too, unfettered by what the 
oppc>"ent may do. How often has it happen d, 
wl:en playing Chess, that white foresees, with much 
SL•ppreS>ed excitement, that he can make a brilliant 
sacrifice which will cause the downfall of his ad­
Yersary, 011 coi1dition, hO\\'C\'er, ,that the natter 
makes a certain move? Then, all unconsciously 
perhaps, Bl.1ck has done something else, and th8 
" lirc,vorks " which were to dazzle the onlookers 
"re dummies after all! lt is not so with problems. 
TlKre we find these brilliancies are CClrefully pre­
served, embellished and perpetuated; if it is a good 
c,ne, the suh·er cClnnot thoroughly master the prob­
lem without grasping the author's idea in all its 

grace and strategy. Thus it will be seen that the 
prublemi,t opens a field of entirely differel)t sit:..a­
tions and tactics, and that problc·ms cannot be 
compared with games, any more than Billian:s with 
Pyramids. One does not hear of billiard players 
der:ding the game of Pyramids because it is so easy 
to m'd<e a cannon. There is no analogy between 
the two g::mcs, though played with the same 
materials. 

So with games and pro_ll!ems. The object in a 
gctme .is to beat your opponent. In nine cases O:Jt 
ui ten a mate is never reached, and when it i , it 
is clumsy and inartistic. That of a problem is to 
exhibit some ingenious and unloc,ked-for idea in a 
stipulated numLcr of moves. 

C. & E. SPOQTS. 

Chiswick and the weather were at .their best on 
Tuesday, July lOth, when the evening was tak< n 
up, in the prbence of a large gathering of mem­
b.-,rs and friends, in deciding the various athletic 
events. Several plucky attempts were mar:e to win 
individual successes for the Waterguard. The 
Customs and Excise, however, boasts a nt.m:_er of 
fatnous runner~;, and to score against thL:SC \\ ould 
be success indeed. Our men certainly are not down­
h.('arted, and will assuredly reappear agam next 
year. '1 he Lhicf Preventi,·e Ollicers' Tug-of- \Var 
Challenge Cup was re~ained by the \Vaterguard. 

.\t the end of the meeting, the prizes were pre­
se:.ted by Lady Floud. Sir Francis Floud, replying 
to a ,·otc of thanks on beha:f of Lc:dy FloLd, 
heartily thanked the meeting for the welcome that 
Lad been accord<'d her, and for the compliment paid 
in .tsking h( r to cmne and give a\vay the prizes. 
He was greatly imprr·"cd by the wonderful stand­
ard of athletic prowess displayed, and commenting 
c p 1n the fact that he had nearly completed a y. ar 
\\'ith us, said he was proud and happy to be the 
head of such a great Department. 

l,awn Tennis at Chiswick. 

Since the commencenv;nt of the summer season, 
there has fortunately been only one week-end when 
rain stopped play altogether, and although Chiswick 
has had its share of high winds, members have not 
been prevented from taking full advantage of the 
courts, aud the hard and gra~s courts are hy no means 
suffering from disuse. Cidl Ser\'ants .who are con­
sidering whether to avail them,e!ves of the splendid 
accommodation afforded by the Chiswick ground 
should lose no time in getting into touch with their 
Departmental Secrct:uy, or direct with th<. Federa­
tion Secretary, :\Ir. A. C. Baker, 9, Defoe Avenue, 
Kcw Gardens, .Surrey, when full details as to 
membership, will gladly be given, 


