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District 

FROL\T remarks heard of late there are manvwho 
are too ready to judg,~thesuccf'ss of Dist ricl ;neel· 
ings by the number of members prescnt. In the 

of in~tnnc(:-; thi~"' tenJencv in 
nut altug~·thcr wi;-.r>, for the t11uSt 

J:.ctor lu a :-.:urcc:-'~ful IHCTtrng is the qualily thos,. 
pr~· :t'lH ··-·not tb' nutnbt•!~~. \Ye del not rcfi·r~ td. 
'uur:-.~·. L) th(' occa:-:iun;cd where a wholr· 
Di:-'lrict ~t;tle and, if it not actuHllV die, 

into <tn :tiJnonnally drPp sJun1bcr. 
.\ <kal d<'JH:nds uplln the District SPrretarv. 

( /n ; 6hou!dcrs falls the ;)r 
p;i•paring the~ .He has to sure that 
\\·hat tlw d•:sires to disrll~s 1s pi;tled upon 
th;It <f~.cutnr:nt. Ht· o1us1 fi-...:-hi:-~ nH:cting at a tinlr' 
;tnd pbct~ that \Yill "ult the cnnn_·niencc of th,· 
n1:tj(1ri1y of his Hlt'nlbers. If necessary, he rnust 
;lrLtng!' for :-;pr·ak(•rs: on \'ariou~ :-:ubjects, c~ped:ll!y 
it tb·r~; a•·c points to he explained. TJt,, 
,-rdic~try an CfJUafly in1portant duty to 
1''-rfurm. If he ha,; a special subject that he wishes 
:u hnn.: dlsrusscd, n1u~t con1municate "·ith hi~ 
DL-<triz-t Secretary :1nU ensure that his subject b 
pl:tc(·d upt~n the ageilda. The n1ost conyenient 
nwthod of rl1_1lng this is tu .send hint H notice of 
trtntion, ;Uld wise nhn'CT of a rc":>olutinn \\'iil sr·t· 

thnt he i:s ;tccnnlp;micd by Otlf' whtJ prcp;:~rcd to 
St'('(l!Hl hi:'.: rnolion. 

Di-.:trict 111eetings .-;:uch as ours arc genernlly tna(h: 
t•p of a few mc:mbu-,; \\'he> hardly en:r miss a meet 
i:1;~, to~t·tht~r \Yith others \\"h~ hn\·e dilllcultv in 
;nt~·!Hling and ar1 pre:-.:eni as ohen as they can find 
J·Oosibk. These hnn the nucleus of n!f·etings, an·l 
th" numb~r van bm Jittk. So far as lluctuation 
iil ~izc is Cllnt:ernt·d, the ;q~enda is targe]y re-
~pon;.>ib!(:, Thus we on rare occnsiuns, a norn1al 

quadrupkd. members who 
dn but little ;tt tneetings, ~ave 

They have usu;dly mndc their 
the ollice. lt is really surprising how silent 

memb1·r ;Jt a nweting: becomes fluent elsewhere. but 
\\'f' will ~ay this for qui:e considerable number, 

Meetings. 

th;tt i.s th~it. the\· an: hv no 1neans shon of 
.\lanv a gu~1d. sugge.st~ion hns b{·cn horn in 

"" ullicc onl\ it hns needed a Io~ter 
n1aturity. p<trt·n: to 

Thus it il Di:;;trict- Jncetiug is nf~en vir­
acting for the \\·hole of the 

\\'()rJ..::ing f,)r the whulr~, an·d in agreen1cnl 
with the whole; am! it is only whPn the subject is 
particularly CtHHl'U\'trsiul th:tt one Jinds the: J)is~ 
ti"ICt l11C<'!ing in large 1HH111..Kt5. 

·1 hr· 1}.S .. \. i~ not al01w in lhis~it occurs in ;"d( 
W<tlk . ....; of life, political, con1t11crdal. 
Sm;dl agf..'ntlann•. not n,_~cessadlv l11t._"an lack 
ur :nt~·re"'t (except, as before 111C'11liune~!, in isolated 

'·'')· \Ye ha\·c no doubt that if mcmbt·rs ul th' 
( ' .. uncd ah~t'!Hed th{·l11'~-eln::s fron1 the Cunfcn_.ncc. 
<llnong Lhc forefront nf th~_. critics \Yould he found 
n.q ~ :-.l11<di nutnbc r t,f t!H.;:-c who sddorn attend a 
Ui-.:trict nwcling. 

Ho\,-bc:i:, let thi~ nut bt~ taken 
tlw slack 1nen1bt:r. It isn'r. 

an apology for 

\\'.\TERl;L',\RD SECTJO:\.\L CO:-L\!ITTEE. 
Sir,-··-:\c~.:ording to '" t~urrent Con1nu.:nt~ 

l't:iJ'lll i ... :.-;uvj it is uhst:rn·li that a 
\\ aterguard Section:d Ctnnn1ilte<' \\·ns 
:.!llth :\pril last. 

tt is further ohst·n·(:d that as yet no ngreed 

' in <1 

uf th•· 
on tlw 

,.f 1 IJ,· h;Js h~:·en published in the •· 
tPH1s in rnind the 
dtL' to tlv• rnemhers of tbe 
.\ssuciatiuns and tht: \·it;tl :-;ubjects to be di~cussed, 
i.e., d<:1in1 for incrtased lean:, etc., it is rather a 

that such an interesting report has not yet 
publi~hed. 

I lw ~dtention of the 
drawn to the rapid 
tltP agreed report 

[The ri·pDrt \\'ill be published 
been issucd.·-·ED.] 

soon as it has 
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CURRENT 

A~ andemt philosopher ha, said that " .\ re­
J1c·cting tnind is the sprin~ ;ulll source of 
t'YPry good thing.'' ObYiousl,v, th!·refon:>, 

'' \~ulcan's '' article in the Jn...;t issue· is \\·orthy of 
at tent ion, and the n1ore so hcc.1u:-;c· he h:ts br·en kind 
eroough to sav that the perusal of " Current Cmn. 
rllcnts " for thr preYious issur• i:-o •• n n1ost ."in1pl0 
nlPthod of ascPrtaining ,,·}v•ther the Cindcre11a of 
IJepartnH·nt-; " is going aht:ad or <IStf~rn-a pleasant 
rOinplinH'nt which the \\TitPr of the colun1ns n1ust, 
ho\\T\·cr, f!l.'ntly decline. 

:\s th<• titlP of tlw articl" "Slow c\lwnd or Slo\Y 
:\str·rn " has a nautical tOLL'h about it, pt rh:tps it 
would bt: a suita!de l11Pthod of dealing \\ ith it to 
ndopt the appropriatP phn1scology. 

It tnight he pointed out, for instancP, that 
Currt'nt Conlnlf'nt..;; is not the .. ]of-!:'' of our ~hip, 
I ut act~ :1~ the· " look-out," upon whose ;tlertne~~ 
d('JWIH.}<:; the saft:ty of the' ~hip's C0llljJ<ll1)'

1 
and who~t' 

:tnnouncenll'llh ;-n·p TH~YI'r ignored by trut• sailors. 
Only l:1nds~lH'll would go " forrard '' to inquire 
:tl~nut the spet·d. 

If " \·ulcan '' in hiS~ reflections h<1d n~nfined his 
:tttention to the 1n.g, hP would undoubtedly h:-tYr­
rPached a dt•finitf' conclu~ion. But, h;1ying nv•rclv 
que:o:tiont'd thC' •· look-out,'' he glt•ans int:or.11;ttio;1 
not n·bti\·e to hi~ enquiry, and is tht·rt·fon• COJ1l­

l't'l!Pd to con~-Iudt• his artidl' unsrttis(actorily Ly still 
<t~king •• [s it slow ahead or ~1ow ast~_'rn :J" 

* 
In anv .\ssociation it is the of"!lci:1l n•l'Ords, fl'­

ports, ;n;d n1inute.., of 1111 t•t!ngs, \\ hich constitutf' tht• 
log, and thr• reading of it, thou~~h not intric:1tP, 
( :1nnot lw :-;ucces~fu1ly undert:1k1'n l1y persons \\·ho do 
not trouhk tu lwconlf' pr~wti . ..;t·d in the art. 

Fortun:tt~·Iv, the Prc\'f'lltiYc' ~t:tff .\:-;s(Jci:ltion, in 
co~ntlltlll \\·itfl other cnnstittwnt l1odies of the C. &. E. 
I )f'p:trtnwnt:tl Council Starf SidP, is equipjwd \\·it1l :1 

pntt·nt indiuttor, knP\\·n :~~ the \\"hltky {nlk:..::. Thi:-; 
Ind1'X is supplied to f'\.tTY ·\~soci;ttion ofli~-i:d, :llld 
f·naldf'S hin1 to n·nd at :1 glance tht· progn·~·s 111ad~· 

sincf· \\"\.:' :-;~>t sail on th~: \Yhitlt·} oc~·:tJI. It i~ \\·onlJ 

ron~ulting. 

\\.f' startt·U our vuyag1: in 
Federation,'' a cr:1nky ship, ill 
J-w:IY)" gt'IHT<tl cargo of trouhl(·s. 
of \\"lHld<·r that th<' h1tto'n f··ll 

th1· d \Yatt•rguard 
tittt·d tu carry it-.; 

I t \\·as not a l·it 
out of her wht·n 

~llc· struck the Rt·ur~:tni~ation g;tk. To hr·gin with, 
ri\·t·t...; \\·t·re tni~sing, h1·r ulat1·s \\Trf.' gaping, and 
tht· 0\\"11( r~ could not lw prt'\·:tilf'd upon to p:trt \Yith 
L·:1~h fur n·pairs. Tht· n;:l\ ig<ttqrs t1·il tn:tny a t:t!l' 
of thPir harrO\\·ing <ld\Tntun·s in try in~ tu Ill:tkt· 

Fo!"t. 
Follo\\·ing the \\Tf'Ck or tht• " Federation .. ca;nt' 

tht~ building of tht:> '' P.S .. \. q··-a soL:nd craft, wt·ll 
fuund anJ Ctpahlc of ploughing through any 
\\.t':ltht-r. Her O\\'tlf't·s haVf' lParnc·d tht· Ull\Yisdurn 
of tight-llst<-dness, hut o:·casionally, \Yith pardonal:l<' 
pride perhaps, thl'y are npt to in1nginr> she is a 
hydropl:uw \Yith thf' carrying c<tpacity of a 
\I auretania. The new, ho\\"P\·c·r, are happy in th<· 
fact that she has a ;; turn for speed ., in C<lSP of 
f'Incrgency, though nonnally shP forge·s stt"tldily and 
surely ahead. 

* * * * 
Returning to " \~ulcan and his reflections, it 

n.ust be acknowledged that he writes with a view 
tO stimulating interest in P.S.c\. aff<Jirs. His intcn-

COMMENTS 
tion is undouhtcdly tn J,c con~trul·thT, hut, in case 
tht> referl'nccs he makl'~ to certain iten1s of AssocLl­
tidn actiYitv shot;ld pro\T tnisle:1din;:.{ to the nver;~ge 
IlH'rnlH"r, pZ·rhaps <1: 1itt1P f'lucidn.tion r':"grtrding thesl' 
n;;1tters ''ill not he out of pl<tcP. 

* * 
Reff<tnlinfi' thP Oil Dutv question, the- relative 

G.().:--. couJ~J not possibly l~t· ~'XJWC'tcd to announcP 
th:tt the \\.:ttcrguard would he Pntru~tf'd \\·ith thi:-; 
\\·urk. Such an announcl·llH'nt would mc:tn thP 
handing on:r of all L;mding nnd Shipping. It 
rl'quires little thought to real!s1~ how revolutionary 
\dluld l.e th;lt ch:1ngt> so fnr a~ Custon1s st:1ffin~ is 
ront-ernetl. If such a thing ever conlf>S to pass it 
\Yiil not he hy a stro!.-:e of th(· prn. \Y:ltergunrd 
Officers, if th('V \Yish to indicttt~' an intdligt·nt kno\\·­
lr•dge of I~:lTltling and Shipping dutie"',· n1ust not 
llink <lt ob\·ious fal'h, th(· n1o.;t ir!1porUtn1 of \Yhich 
is th:1t sotne hundreds of L;mdinQ Oniu·rs would 
have to hf' disposed of so.11ehow.' It is inedtahlc 
thnt Landing and Shippin~ \York \\·ill P\·cntually ·he 
pt·ri'ortll"d hy <1 jHtfC•ly ('ustOillS gr:HIP, hut it lllUSt 
I·~· o1J\·ious to rtnyonP \Yho ha~ studit'd the question 
th:lt the procf's~ of change \\·ill he gr:nlu:-tl. 

The camp:tig-n for \\.atcq:~u<Jnl inrert•sts in this 
connection has m:-tnv s Tll~'S of action, :1nd it is 
:d1surd to suggest th~tt th(· nhsPncc of <t spectacular 
dcr-i:·•i\·f' <:lction lllt:<ttls th;tt no progres~ is hein.~ 
made. 

Thr qurstion of promotion from 1'.0. to C.PJ). 
'"''''"' to Jw statf'd ,-pry ckarly. lt should he rrtllisrcl 
that if therr is anything unfair nbout this pro­
Jnotion it is rnost CPrt:tinh· in the method. .\nd the 
n~ethod cnn1e into existr.'nL:f.' :1t ThP \\·ill ol thP \Yater­
~~u:trd r:mk and Ilk, and has continued in forn' 
for thr; ~:till~' reason. Jt \\·as:,t perh:1ps, a \·ery gootl 
\\'hitlt·v agr( f'Tllent :tt tht· tinw it w;ts effected, hut 
tinws f1a\e changt•d, :md so has the typt' of \Ynter­
gu:lrd o!li,·t•r, :t11<..l th~·rt·forr· the nwth:)d h:ts lwco nr· 
unsuit;lhk. B(·C:tl!Sf' ;ttif'nlpt i~ m:tde in these 
column:-; to \Yarn the nwntlwrship hy pointinf..!: out 
tl1e >~ o!J\·iously inequitahl.· ·• then.~ is no rc;1son for 
:t .... suming that the Tl1att\·r is alhl\V('<l to drift. 
\\"nrning:~ must pn.:e(_•de :dl n·forms, and it is wiser 
to Ltkl· note of them with; a Yiew to putting things 
ri;~ht, than to regard thl'lll <lS signals for gluo;ny 
tk:-:p;lir. 

.\s a mattPr of fan the :\ssociaLion is pursuin~~ 
thi . ...; :-;uLjr·t·t \\·ith gn·at th(Jroughnc•ss. Propos-ds 
ft'r n·.,·isiun \\·ill bt• pLtced hefort' th(' ()ftil'ial Sid11 
imnll'di:ttt·ly our nH:mlwrs h:t\'f' madt> up thcir rninds 
in tlw mattt·r, :md thr.'rt' i:-; no re:1"'on to think that 
St :tn1 Side Yiews \\·ill not ban~ n dellnitP be~tring on 
tht· terms of :n1y Ilt'\\. agTL'CI1H'nt on the question. 

Surely the fact that renwdial actio,, is to be 
undPrta~kf'n r('g:trding defl'cts \Yhich ha\'P lwt-o:lH' 
;tpparent in pron1otion method.;;; i~ no c;tusr> for tb~­

sponden,·y. Rrtth"r the ren·r,-e should he the case. 

" Yulcan " gin·s faint praise to our surt'ess in 
oht<tining nl:l."kintoshes nnd electric lan1ps. It i~ 
not genr'ra1ly appreciatt•d that as n1uch energy an.1 
\\ ork \\·a~ necess;1ry to sPcun· ihr-sc ('(JtH·essions as 
would haYe hecn nr-ccssnrv to conduct a st1larv cl:liin. 
llnfortunately, only har~l ""h seems cnpah](' of 
touching the springs of gratitude in the hearts of 
Association n1err1berships, ·and sn1all credit goes to 
the negotiators in any .concession not involving an 
in<;:rcase in salary. 
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Th(_' sn.tisfactory re~ults t\l thP .\ssnciation effort~ 
tn obtain Inackintos!ws :llld torchc·s for the St:dl 
nrust appenl to :my Ill:tn (who does not regnrd 
Tr e.tsury ccon01ny as ntythiral) <ts an achien:mcnt 
111adt• possible only by t·nil'ic'IH'Y <IIHl \_•nergy. ln 
e:t~h inst~tnce a ron1plet~· <:1ruJ condncing case h~tU 
tu lw built up. The t>SSL'Illial task of tr:mspo.-..ing th~· 
\l'll('JllPilce of the Staff1 on thosP questions into 
pt·nl·trnting argunwnt, L'old and lo~ical, is not :-;o 
simple an o.·cupation ;ts to rl'i't.'r in c:bual fashiun 
lo tht·S!' COJLL'ssions as ·~ goud " iJut •• rather 
o\'erduc:." 

Rq . .;arding the :tholition of uil Lunps, it might lw 
nott·d Ly the sct·ptical g~·ntll.~rucn th:1t the llltJ:-it 
f..:'nicient and 1nost po\Yt'rful Ci\"il Scn·in~ .-\ssn,'i~ttion, 
tlv_· l:nion of Post ()fli.i.'L' \\"orkers, h;ts bvcn trying 
for )"T;trs to t<.nu·h the hc<trt of the· 'l re;tsL~ry \\·ith <t 
\"i(·\\. to obtaining a sin1ilar concL's~ion for Post;nen. 
it is certainly not tlw fault of th•; l~.l'.\Y. that s<J 
Lu their cJiorts h:.t\'e not lwen SlllTt'S~·Ju1, and it 
kconws \·ery obvious that the P.S.,\. has h<1cl tu 
fight every inch of the way to get what we have got. 

* * * * 
The proposal to supply fountain pens to th,. 

Custo;ns Staffs arose on the Sugg~~stions Co:n1nittce 
(\\·hich, by the \\·ay, is 'not a \Yhitky l:ocly), at the 
instanct: of another .\ssoci~ltion. lt ,,·as, ho\\"4;\Tr, 
thL· e\·idPncc of the \\"atcrguard njprcscntati\·c~ 
I\ hi eh turned the s.·ale in favour of tlw proposal 
\\·h,·n it \\ '" disc·ussed \\·ith the Oflicial Si<k. 1' 
\\ <l:-i roJls•,·quent1y agrecd in full CoJnnlit tl'l' to n·· 
com!l1("\H1 the adoption of the sugge:;..tion; hut th;tt 
l'OUid not he the linal word. The St:ttiOiwry on;,·,, 
tllUSt ha\·(~ their say in this 1n;1tter, and finally the 
Tn·a~urv. The cau~e uf the delay i.s, tht·n.Jon·, 
t':tsy to. ill~ ~(·~·11. It is a triYial- m;lltr·r, hut is 
tl!"\erth..!css a ddinite 'ndication that the P.S .. \. does 
not· slc.'ep. 

:\s to SPizure .\ \\·ard~, there 1~ not the slightl·st 
doulJt th:tt \\"ithout ;tn .\ssoci.ttion, propr:rly or­
g:tnis(·d, and taking its full part in \\'hitlf'y nr·~oti:t­
tiun, th1• \\"at(•r;..~u:trd \\"otdd h;t\"t' suffr·r,d a loss 
<tlllOUilting tO thous:md:-; of pounds, :tl ]f':iSt l\\"(']\"1' 

months ago. lt is llHht unjust to t'\T!1 sug~l'sl th;tt 
the P.S .. \. has not n·nd.·n·d \'alu:thlP St'rYice to ih 
nwinht·rs hy stoutly n·sisting ~hl' dforts th:-tt art· 
h·ing 1nade* 1o1 rPduc: <:1\\·anl J~_;tyrncnts. * 

F:lilure to sr·curc agrPt>mcnt on the \\~atcrguanl 
Section:d ('onltnittet· n·g:trding thf' l .. P'l.\"t: question 
is not hv <111\' nH·an~ a sio·n that Wl' are not n1nking 
pro_!~rt'~; a~ ;t \\·hole. Hcfore the P.S .. \. tnok action 
in this n1;ttter it ,,·as well kno\\·11 th;tt our n1n~t 
fnnnid:1Ue f'IH'D1)" i-.; the public prf'S~. \\'e share 
this enP111Y with all othf'r Civil Ser;,·ice .\~soci<ttions, 
\Yho hC~Y<' hnd to suffer equally with us, thou:'h 
perhaps in dill(·rent \\":1)'~ . 

. \s this Le:t,.,. question is still in \\"hitl<'y, further 
conunr•nt is undC"~ir:tblP. 

It is tu lw hu[H'd th:tt tlw ft•w retnark-.; IHlW tnadP 
lwn· will nul l1r' n·g:trd(·d ;1.s P\"t'Il :111 nuttinP nl 
. \;-;s(iL·i:ttilHl :tl'tiYit\·, or :1'-i a nwans for arguing that 
\\"~' an· follo\\'ing -:t " \\'illy-nilly " course. :\nyunt' 
dt>~irirH' to dcnlUil'-'tr:ttP such a thin~~ nn1st ha\·P thr-• 
wtLJlt• J~ictun· bC'furt' hitn, and it is not possible to 
gi\·t· that lwrt>. 

Tlwre is one Yf·ry 1111pl 1 tant a~fF'Ct nt the ques­
tion which r;trel\" etlli·J :--. tlw rninds oJ ~Hh crse critic,;.;, 
and th;tt is the sulid protection afforded by the 
.\sso,i..tion to the rights and priYileges we already 

p():-;~t·...;~. To any 111:1n who n•a.-;ons by his brain, 
and not by his en1otio~; 1t will IJe obuous that fur 
this reason alone th-: .\--;~ociatiun is well worth 
\\'hik. 

In Londun port for many )<'ars past there has 
IJ; t'l1 nluch cuPt ru\-crsy as to \\·het her the shipn1ent 
uf bond{'d storc•s shLlLlld be U11der the control of the 
UdJcer ti-r;tde or th(' \\ :tt(·r~uard. '1 be nl<Jttl'r canw 
to a !wad \\hL·n th•· Ch;tirman of the Local \\"hitky 
' ... llllHnittee rul('d the.· l!tH•stiun ;ts ultra '-'ires. '1 he 
~t;d"f ~ill(' n·prt':-'('lll<.ttin·s took the~ case to the De­
p;;rtnwntal ( ·tll..lll:L'il, \\"h('rt' it \\.:ts decided that a 
:.peci:d cumtnittct.· l>c set up representing the .\s­
::-.tlCiat j,1ns cunnTned. 

Tlw Staff Sidt· of this Committee will consist of 
three l'.S ... \. n·pn·sentatin·s and three from the 
t u .... tuJns and E:.:.ci~!· Federation. 

It tnay p(·rhaps ..,:v('tn curious tu provincial n1en1-
IH"rs that London \\.aterguard uf1icers ~huuld be in 
thi~ p,)<tion, and it i~ thcn·furt.' explained that cir­
cun1:--LtllCl'S p1.'Culi;1r to Lundun haYe fosfcrcd the 
pn·:--1 nt nwthud~ of dl'aling \Yith bondeU stores. Tflc 
t1Lttt1 r has been rai~ed !Jerure by the .-\ssociatiun, 
\\·hen parti;tl ::-,ucce~s \\"<l.S ol>Uuned. 

* * * 
.\IenlhL·r~ :trc notiti1·d that as there is no change in 

t lw T;1ri fl this ye:tr, :t!lect ing the tigur.~ contained 
in th•· .. l'n·\TilliH· Ollicc·r,' (_;uidc,'' there wiil be 
110 n·,-i...,i~~n of thi-., huukh't until next year. ~\ re­
' i"·d ht•llklet has l>c::n pn·J>areu by the \'. E.C., and 
this, tog1~thcr \Yith ,.~1rious suggestion:, as to pub­
lictt i<:tl and distribut 'un, \\'ill be submitted to the 
(_ 'unf{'rcnce for apprlJ\·al. 

\J,·a•nYhiil' tlwrc is a limitc·d number uf the 
t,riginal (Juidf! still in stock, :tnd these are a\·ai1able 
fur tlwst.-' who need tL('!11. Th('re \Yi1l be no reprint, 
:tnd ns orders an ... lwginni11~ !o <tgain ro1l in it is 
likdy the stuck \\"ill StHJll br <.•xhausted. 

* 
.\• tlw Annual :\lr·cti 'g of the Ci,·il s,.n·ice Con­

f, d( ~·;I\ ion Council on .\Lt\" 10th, there w;ts a n1ost 
intt'r,·~tin~ and useful d(;IJate on the qw~-.;tion of 
IJUnu~ C .. lnsnlid;ttiun. The di:--.cussion \\'t'lll far 
dL't'JH·r th<tn llHTl' con:--;ulidatiun, ho\\"evcr, and the 
n·->ult \\·ill i>e that the inquiry which the Confcdcra­
tiun \\·ill undert;d<c' in this matter \\·ill be lull and 
Ctlnclu~i\·t·. 

TJ:,. ro'-'t-()f-li\·ing 1\gun~ ftlr .\I:1y the 1st r0111ains 
UIH .. ·h;tngPd, at 64. 

* 
The 11''". Pn·.o..;id(·nt of the Conkdf·rntiun is .\lr. 

ti. ~ ·h:t:--:P, and tlw \"ice- Pr('-..idt·nts are .\le_-.;;~rs. Rnss 
\\'yid and J. \~~-. Chapple. .\lr. c·. A. \\. ~andcrs 
C•mtinues :ts Hon. freasurer, and .\Jr. l'. H .. \1. 
H<wy wa.; l'lcctr•d Hon. General Secretary (un­
U!Ji'"·"·dj. :\lr. llocy was complimcnted on thr·. 
Yery eflicient mannr;r in which he had carried out 
thr· dutie-> uf his tww post stnce his appointment 
~:unte Inun 1 hs ng~-~ 

* * 
It is undf'rsto(ld th:tt of the six 

pr11111ntion to C.P.(). l""pper SPction, 
\1:1\ 1· IH•t·n ~uccPs~-.ful :-.\lrs:-;rs. P. 
( i\lrll, and \\"". P. ShParrnan. 

* * 

CC~ndidatcs for 
the following 
~loroney, C . 

* 
Students under the C.P.O. Examination Section 

of the V.F.S. need ha,.,. n" unca>iness if there is 
r:o in1n1edi:ttt' :tt"ll·ntitln gi,·en to their· cot-respon­
dcnct·, :ts it i:--. quite pus:-:.ible that there n1ay be a 
~hurt delay O\\·ing tu the· tutor taking a well-t:arned 
holiday. 
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l'reventive Staff A§sociation 
Head Oj}ice: 

Thames Chamhers, 

111, Beer Lane, 

London, E.C.S. 

Telephone ROY • .tL 4279 
President: E. P. Madden 
General Secretary: J. ,~trron 
Organising Secretary: J. T. Sutton 
AJSistant Secretary: W. H. Pou·e/1 

GRAVESEND • 
. \t th~ annu:>l Distrin 

Ofilr<·s on \lay 
the follO\\-iJwlg l>islri( 

Ch.-tirman- ---~~lr. Sharrock. 
\ire-Chairman· ·-\lr. Cambun1. 
I Jist rict !Jrg:utis~~r~:\1 r. Sn1ith. 
!)is:rict Sc·crc·tary- .:\Ir. 1 B:tker. 
L<wal Joint \\'hitky---\!Pssrs. llrcwn, O'Connor, 

C:unhurn and ])itw:'. 
l.v·al \Yhitky ·\lt>!'srs. Grey (P.O.) <~nd Din,·s 

and Cr;mhurn (.\. P.O.s). 
_.\ udit ors~-~-}ies:-rs. Cn.:r>:«c' and Y.l ihYanL 
"Customs J ourna] tt CorrespotHic·nt ---\lr. 

A n.~~o1utiun was r;:u:-rif:d prvs~!n~ fnr thr- dck-don 
of th•~ \\·onls " ,.\s~istant PP'Y<'Plh'f' ()!liciT " wh!·r(_' 
th•·y occur in G.0.28. l92tS. 

LEITH. 
:\ 

Llil 

\\'"" h·.·ld .n th•· l.iber;il Club, Leith, 
\lay 16th. 

L1 I h<· ah~encc of ~Ir. lf(\rdun, .:\lr. ( \'i ···-
(_ o-rt-·r :tn ttnvn~.!an<.:z· U11·U1-

frurn tht_' out-ports. Th•.; 
C'ui.llH \\'t-·n: :d..;n pru,Pnt. 

DiscL:ssit>Jl on the prohkn1 "" Pn-!,liOLion hy :\lt:ril" 
look pLtcv rnHI !llc't \\ ith didd~-d t)piniun. .\ Juotion 

:}r{'_..;,_·ntut iiL..,trLKLing !h•· Cnun:·illor:-: for dv' 
distrin to \\ ithrlr;py 1fH: n:"i:J]ution :t~ :-:u1Jxtittni frn·.n 
l.t ith un !llt' 1h:1~ lh;• y(·Stl·d inle:T:-ils of tl:r· 
'H1 t:x~Bov \Yut.dd \w Pndangered if this 
!-'l henw h~u.l It \Y;t:-: also propu:-;ed t h11L 

Lt)th th1· Cons1 and l.t·ilh ;-;ch<'PH'S t.c· \\·ith. 
dn;\\'11 unti1 sth·h ti:nt· as th~- \\';ttr·rgu:u-d fk·pnrtlnt·rn 
h<H.i obt:tin~·d :ttl ,._\.tl_'n:...iun of du;i,..._;:. Furth··r dt:1-at1' 
on :he ~uLit:(:t. \\·;·l~ not con~inLktL 

T~H~ qw·~ti~.m uf pru:r>uli,m uf Prr,\·t·n:\,.,, ()fti::.·r~ 
\\ ;~:,.; di:.::~·u..:..;.:·_.d J,·ngth, :·.n·l \\'l'Tt· for-

to I o! tit·· 

1; 
s;;ti..;f.'!\'1 j(:Jl 

J.,·ith I iil·i,: 
Fullo\\ ing >·. 

b·;1n·:·s fer ;ht· : 

]ln·--.id1-nt \J:· 
•· Cu;.;t,t:n:-; Jutii 

~~·nd~·n·d to tl-w vi;.;ltin~~ 
Surc;'~sful c:tn(iid:tt~"'~ 

of thd:-;::• 

lh::: ;'l!l .\. 

' Pf:11 UTlStiC('t•:-;:-'fuL 

-.ult 1Jf th~- (-1· ~·tion of oll~c•·-

"""" (P.O. L 
" ( 

t.\.P.n. '· 

The address of rh•' Di•aricr ~"cn·tan· ('.lr. 1!. 
Gunn 1 1s \\'at•.·rgttard Oftirr,, , 

\'ictr"lria l)oek~ 

L•·i tl1. 

HAi'<TI.EPOOL DISTRICT. 
Th<.· .\nnua! 

:lit-. 
on \lav 17th, ',d,.·n 

Th~ ntlcndancc•, 

t S;__:·cn:tary and Disl rk! ()rganiser g<tYf~ 
n·ports \\ hic-h sho\\'c•d tht· D!stt·irt to he in a suund 
condition. Th(· SPcr·.'tnrv ~dso !_[an' the latest in­
for:n;diun rec·eh t>d fro1n ... I-Ic~~dq~J~1t-u:rs on various 
,...;uL--~jecl_,. 

CLSTO~IS JOL;R\'.\L." 
It \\';IS 

prr·s"nt 
shou~d remain ns 

I'RO\!OTIO\' H\' ~!ER!T. 
Th•: qu••,tion of thP of l'.O.s and 

.\. P.().s w;~s tho:·ou;-~hly and re~'O;Hn1,_:nd~t-

thr- for:"iH:>r v.·l·n: fon\·ardPd to the 
ThP ntee~ ing \'.";ts that 

1-:ttc:r, the· system 

ELECT!O\' OF OFFlCERS. 
Chairui·:n· .... -~Jr. Roherts, P.(). 
\'i,•·-Lh:tirman~ :llr. Stanil:tnd, .\.1'.0. 
Distri,·t c;,.,.. Distri•·t Organisl'r :1nd " C.J." 

. ('~)!T{··s.pOJ\dt:nt. ~~) ch;;pgc. 

CARDIFF. 

.\ I liHricl \lectin;:( \\·as lwld ;it tlw Old .\rca•J.: 
Hot<'l on Fritby, ~lay li'ith. \lr. \\';mw. P.O., 

l n view of the itnportanc~ of the tnel't-
\\':tS to be n-:-g-rctt~·d lhat the 11LI.Jnber 

It is 
full tl~t,; 

forthcon1ing Conf-:::renre. 

I'HO'IIOT!O\' OF A.P.O.s. 
\! ter a long discus':'hni Lhe 1n•.·t:i ing Hgn-cd I hat 

tiw pn:·s~:nt prmnotion hy n1crit s<.·hcnH: sho11ld 
!Pain in cxi~lt~ncc. 

l'R0\10110:\ TO C.I'.O. (jJ<\IlE. 
lt ,, "' 

:·!bO 1-t' 
,_.,.11, d up 

S.\L\R\' .\:\ll LE.\YE CL\1'11. 
Tht:n · \\ :·::-; :1 <I~ [() the 

tkcision being 
Le done at I he 

L\:\DI:\li .\\'1) SHII'l'l\'U Dl"J'!J:S. 
.\f!•·r discussion it 

ill" th:tt a 
th•" gp;,;-d, 

ELH'TIO:\ 01: OFF!l'ERS. 

npinion of 
h1• pl:tt:'·d lwfon; 

Tht_' r~)~!u\\'iDr! unJ\',,r, \\'!-!'(' t•l(·Ctt·d :dr th·· Pli!-.Uhl~ 
\'( -;~ r .·- -
' Chairman -\it'. (;, \\.;trtt>' (l'.O.). 

J)i,tric·t S·:c·n·wn·~\[r. \\':.t-;on (l'.U.). 
1 )i,-rrirt Organis,:J'--\lr. liuodli(f~: (.\, l' 0.) .. 
L.ral \\'!titln· ',[,.,,,.,, \\ ;trne 

, l.i tllt•l \\';!!T< ll (.\.P.O.). 
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Local Organising St>rrl'tary---
\[r. S. St<·:cdrn:tn (.\.1'.0.). 

'( Cu~tu:ns Journal " Corrr':-:.pondent--
\lr. \\'. Bmn·n (.\.1'.0.). 

\'i:·•·-l'rcsicl<·m-\lr. \Iihw (.\.1'.0.). 
Distrkt SerT<'t:try·-\lr. Gunn (.\.P.O.). 
District OrganisPr--\lr. Cro\\·,. (1'.0.). 

GLASGOW 
Tht-; annu;:d Di:->trict .\I('(·ting hH,k pLH't_· nt .\L1Yis~ 

J,,n'< llqJOt on \\'Pchwsday, 9th \L<y, under the 
Chaicm:mship of \lr. H. (;reen. ·r he attr·nd:tnc•' 
,,·as \ery laq.~~:. l·nanin1ULiS decisions \\·en~ recorded 
on thr' follO\\·ing subjt·cts :--

LE.\\'E Ol ESTIO:\. 
. \ grcat-dF·;tl of discu~sion u,ol.:: pl:'n· on this stth­

je:·t, ;;nd it was ckcickd th;,t the claim should be 
submitted to the Arbitration Board. 

l'RO\!OTIO:\ BY \!ER!T. 
.\s se\·Pr:ll ports h~1d not ~>:-...pn·ss:·d their YiC'\YS n11 

this subjt·ct, the n1:l!t1·r \\'<I"-' refPrn·J hack tn tl1
•' 

111(-'Jl"'Jbers, to Le disL·ussl'd at the nweting prior to 
the Confen·ncc. 

\!E.\ LS. 
\\'hen th~· exigl'll\.'if·s of :11r· Sf'rYit·e pt'r,l'it 1 ofticf·rs 

should he allm\<'d to takt· t!v·ir me;ds uff the st:ttion 
if they so d(·sin·. 

. \RE\ REl'RESE:\T.\T!O:\. 
This lll<tt!er to be ldt in tlw h:tnd, of tlw F"''LU­

ti\·e Comrnittf'e. 

E\:ElTT!\'E CO\I\11TTEE. 
Thttt "·hilst P\'f'ry confldn1rc 1:--: pbr~·d in thf· 

CornmittPe bv the (;Ja'"'g-o''" l)istrict, the tnembers a1 c 
<l optntun -t~1at resolutions ~ul:~11ittr·d ~hould he 
pro;nptl_y tkalt \\ ith :nul t;d.::\'ll to a lln;:d condusion. 

l'RO\JOT!O:\ TO C.P.O. l;R.\llE. 
The entire Jllf'l·ting 1_':-.:.:prr·~·sed di~appro\ :d at th~· 

1\l!·thod of tl(h·anct•nwJH to the ('.P.CJ. Gratk. It 
\\·as del'idcd th;tt thr• Jllatkr lw h~·ll: in ahcY:IIH'C' until 
the st;dT con""id~·rcJ thr• rc•c(_•nt circuLtr r.f'cc\yc·d on 

this subject. 

1.: FIH CT l 0:\ l :\ S l llSCR li'Tl 0:\S. 
That st;hscrip: ion.-; he rPdU'.'cd and th(_' ( 'ouncil lt'i.t 

to dc~·ide the amount of rt:dut'tion. 

TR.\:\SFERS. 
That an applit-:tnt fur tr:tll:·Jr·r lw ~i\·t·n pn·fl'n·n. t' 

to ~(·nior :tppliL·:mt...; applying for s:tllli.' port :1t a lat(•r 
datt·. 

ELECT!O:\ OF OFFICE-BE \RERS.· 
l'n·,irknt---\Ir. \lcl;J,.nnon, .\.P.O. 
Yicc·-Prt·..;id,·nt---\Ir. Cridl:tnd, P.(), 

Distri-~'t Secn•t;trv-- -\fr. :\Ians Hl w·t'i tiT·an'mouslv 
. n·-ekctl·tl. . 

I )i~tril'l ()r~;uJi~..,,-r \Ir. l)!·n1t·y (.\rdros...;~tn). 

Lo.·aJ s,·,·n·tary--\lr. I. \\'att<:r,, .\.P.O. 
\Yhitlt·V ('ouncil Rt'J;n·~~·nt~tti\·c·~---\ll·s.-;rs. \\'. 

.\!;tn'<lll, !'.0., C. \[0\'.:tt :t!ld J. \\':ttters, 
.\. P.O.s. 

J ourn:tl C(Jrn·.-;pondt·nt --.\fr. Tt).J: \l:w(i1~~nnon, 
:\.1'.0. 

Civil Su·vic·f: I)f'f.t:n~_'c• (.'n:nrnitt~·· 

\Jr. J. \\:titr·c·c;, .\.!'.0. 

CHANGES IN THE STAFF 
TO MAY 21st, 1928. 

·TR.\:\SFERS. 

\\ .\TEi{G{'.\Rl'! StTERI.\TE.'\DE.'\TS (2.\D CL\.',.~):-­
.\llwork, J. T. .\hr-nken to l'lj mouth. 
Lt·ith, J. Lond~m to .\!;erdr·en. 
\Yanw, F. C. Do\·t_,r to London.: 

PJ{t·:\'E:'\Tl\'E ()FFlCEI{S :--

L:m·ler, T. F. :\c\\port, \Ion., to Li\·"rpool. 
Lyons.; J. T. lbrry Uock, Caniirt to :\c\\·port, 

\Jun. 
:\in,J, .\. S. Lt·ith to ]);,rev lloc·k. ( arditf. 
Rugg, G. H. '\"r·\\'c;t~tlt: tu Cr,:\\Cs, i. 1 orts.nouth . 

.\S:-ilST.\:\"T PHE\'E:\"Ti\'E (IFFICJ--.I{S :---

Caldcleugh, F .. \. Cardiff to IJ:trtnHn;th, Ply­
tnouth. 

I!arri;.;;on, C. \\". (il;;sgo\\ to ~1n.m~ay, .\Ler~ 
<.kt·n. 

Thum_son, T. Strun~;ty, .\lH_'rz.ken lt~ .\l)~rlkcn. 

I'R0\1 OTI 0'\S. 
\\ .\lL!{(;l',\]{1.) .Sl-l'LHI:'\'TL:'\DE:"T, 2:"-."LJ ('L\~S TI..J lsr 

Cuss:---
Jon<·s, E. \\·. Ply:11outh to Lonl.>n. 

.'\~srsT.\:'\T PH.E\'E'\TI\'E (hTICEI·:<.., T1) PI{E\'E.'\'11\"E 

0FFICFih :· 

F:tgan, \\- . 
( iun.lg~·. E. 

ShiPids, 
Page, R. J. 

Do\·(·r tu Cil:t~~U\\. 

E. J. ~uuth:t~nptun tu 
:\ l'i\·ca..;tl~·. 
LonJon tu ?\c\\·purt, :\Ion. 

OFFICERS LE.\\'1:\t; THE SER\'JCE. 
RE'IIHE.\IU\TS :--

\\"atergunrd ~llj)f'rin1t'!1dr·nt, 1st Cl:1s:-;. 
('onn:t'' ~ty, j. \\'. Lond(lll. 

( 'hiel Prr·\·t.·ntiY(' ! )!lit.:cr, Lo\\'l·r ~;1"_-tion. 

KirkbaJn, .\. S\\·an:;('a. 
E11gin1't.'r, Stt·~'ll, .\. R. (ii-<1\'\'SI'lHI, l.ondull. 

\'.\C.\:\( 'IES. 
('l!EIT PRJ:\'1·::'\·Tl\"E ()FFJ( El{ (Cpper S1·diun) :- ·­

Suuthamptllll. 21.6.192X. 
PI~E\"1·:'\Tl\"J OFFICE]{:--­

Lvith. 27.6.192K. 

O.JITUAI(Y. 

1'<:1'. J, A. BUCHANAN. 

\\.r· rl'gret to :tllllOlllll't· th·· sttdd1·Jl d1·:tlh of \Jr. 
.\. Btwh:m;ll1 :ll hi..; rt· . ..;idt•JJL"i' <tt \\·~·st ll:tt!lt·fHlol 

on \I:ty 16th. lit· h:t..;; l.t·(·n ~t:ttinn(•d .tt t1Ltil,V port~ 

;\lld \\':ts ('.P.(). \\ht·n h1.- tran~·-d·t·ITC'd tc1 tht> Hmn1; 
( )ftlct· :ts ('hid. II!liiligr:tt!un ()f(w(·r. Tlt· n·t ir.·d in 
1922. 

Th,· funt·r:d lullk pl.tt·t· on \!:t\' 19lh :tt St:ttll(l\l 

Ct·JJH·tt·ry, ;tnd \\.:t:-- :tltt·ndt·d l y \fr. J. \l:iil~· (l:ttt· 
P.O., l ro~l er-in-law. '\lr. ~laile, .Jnr. a•prtesent:n" 
tht· ln11nigr:ttion St:tlf' :tl .\h~·rdt'f'll 1 \It·~srs. Fulton 
(\liddiPsbroughl, Jtmt·~, !)rlno\·:tn, S\\ ift, \\":trrt'Jl :md 
i~_\llJI'rls (P.O . ...::), \lt·..:...:;r..;;. Br:tV, Oal.;: ~tnd Hurkt· 
\.P.('>.~) 1 .\lt•...;..;r~ . .\Iartin arH( liroat (iatt· P_() --.). 

\fr·.llhi:::r<·• uf tht· local :->taff :wted as Lt·an·r . ..;. 
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Correspondence 
Th~ name and address of the writer (not necessarily 

for publication) should be givtn in all lttttrs to the 
Editor, who acapts no responsibility for tlu vitws 
txprnud. 

I'RE\"E:\Tl\ E OFFICERS .\:\D l'RO\IOTIO"i. 

Sir,-,\n ex;unination of the rf'sults of the fl'Cl"llt 

!t .:--;t for prurnution to the rnnk nf Chit'f PrcYt~ntin: 
onict-·rship lllakcs it ( k;tr th<tt there is ,, so.nething 
rut ten in the sta~e of l)('ntnark." 

Eitht'r thc·rt' is so,l1('thing \\ rong '' ith th1: nwthod 
of scl1·ction, or tiH: ~~-·nt·ral inte-lligence of the Prc­
\'tntin_· ()Jlin·r Cr:tde is at a \'tTY lo·,,· ebb. 

:\ Y('ry \\ ise rnan has said that char;:tl't('r is not 
l:ast·d on wl1at :t n1an doe-s on a Ct'rtain sp~~cial 
o T:tsion, l·ut on his c·u:rytby lire :1nd \\·ork, .::md one 
\\ondcr~ if this fact is tak1·n ~unlcit·ntlv into con­
sidt·r;ttion Ly the Sl·l~'l'tion Hoard '' hc1; one n·;tds 
do\\·n thl~ li~t of nH\n ,,·ho h;n c IJ(_'L'll left Lwhind as 
inL-apaLlc of lilling the hi~hcr po:-;t. 

\\"hih~ I ~tin personally :u:quaintr:d \dth l\YO of the 
succe:-;sful candid<tt\·s, :tnd \\-ould, in ('ach casr:, 
lll_·;trtilv t'IHlor:,r• tht· Sl'll·ctiun c()Jll:nittl'f· 's choict~, 

1 ~un ~utterly :tt a loss, in CG'llllHrn \\'ilh others, to 
<!ITuunt for the· \\·hoi\·s:de ...;]aughtt:r of nwn \\·ho.n I 
fr·l'l smr· \\ ould '"''"'' lillcd tlw- highr·t· positilln \\·ith 
dignit_y and credit tu thu11~cln·s ;tnd to thr· 
liunoJ..n-<tble Buard. 

On!! cannot hclie\-c th~tt tlw intdligl'nce, initiatin:, 
and ze;tl of the (i-rade ;trc at Lttdt ;tt a ti;ne when 
\\T h:t\'t_· h.'cn nr.nplitnt·ntl·d :q.~;tin and ;tg;tin on the 
nt:tnncr in \\hi eh thl' ,-arilJLiS Jl 1_'\\" <tnd responsible:: 
dutit·-.; ~tJdt·d to the l)cp;trtnH:nt h;t\·e lwl'll dc;tlt 
\'.it h. 

\\'hat, thr'll, is thr.: truuhlr\: 1s it :t new method 
of dc;tlin~ ,,-ith tlw tl!n'atcnr·d sltnnp iJI pr<l!l1otion 
hy ht'\\·ing :t\\-:ty do\\11 1n thr· ypun~•-'r nlr'll in thr~ 
~r·n ict·, ;rod pn·paring a \\·ay fpr the ~u~gt·stl'd open 
cu.nrwtition for thr·:-;r-' posts/ 

If so, :tnd I do not for a n1nnwnt l.clic,·c that the 
11onour:t1Jlr: Bo:trd, ot t!h' hr·ads of uur U\\'11 l)pp;trt­
Jllf·nt, \\ ould counteu;mce such :1 prcwr·dun', then I 
tl1ink it about tinw th:tt the .\ss<H'iation \\·:ts up ;tnd 
doing. 

\\'h(·n judgin~ :1 lll<tn 's zr·;d surely utht·r f:tvtors 
should )lC' 1 akr·n into a'TOLllJt lwsidr•s ~eizun·s :.) Zeal 
ror sr•izun·s Jl\~1\' ]H' rtcl U:tlt't} 1 )y O! ht>r r1~U\ i\'I'S t ]l :111 
purelv oilici;d ;HlPS \\·hill· a t>r\n1·r:tl intclligr·nt in­
tt-rr·st in the: \\·ork (

1

)f rhe :-;f•n·il::;_, hy ;ut Onlc;\r could 
I_''ISilv Le (\~SI'SSf·d h\· rerr·n'llt'l_' \0 his CodPS :tnd thP 
yarif~us houl.::s and - rt", ords for \\ hi.::h he is respon­
siLlt•; )'t'l I don'L thin]( that tht.'"it-' ~tre P\·er c:tlkd 
LJJ·. 

Lt·t tht_· .\:-:;snri<ttion st·r' to it th:tt Illf'll \\·ith t\\·t·nty 
to thirty rears' sr·n-it·e, \\·ho IIl't}', for hr·:tlth or otht'r 
reasons, ·he unahlf' to coi11t' up 10 srr;ltd1 at tht· 
11\0llH'llt rr·quired, hut \\·ho <lrt' 1-:no\\·n hy all to Lt: 
Prtit·it·nt ()Jlicers and \\"l'll qu;tlif!cd to cnrry out the 
duties of Chief Prt·\·t·nti\·t• Oll'icer, g~·t a Ltir cr:tck 
of tht· \\·hip. -Yours, t•tc., 

"QL"ERIO." 

The l:'ditor, 
The "Cu<lo111s /oumal." 

PO.~T-\\ .. \.R E:\TR_\:\TS .\:\D PRO~!Cl'riO:\. 
>,ir,-- Fron1 tin1c to tinlt~ \\"(' h:t\·e read 111 the 

" ( 'uston1s Journal " of the Yarious dl\Ci~ions ar­
ri\l'd ;tt dunng the dc·hates on the \'ital yuestion, 
" Prlnnotion hy ~Ierlt, '' n1ore t>Spl'rially· concerning 
th~· (j-rllup H p~ht-\Y:tr entr;tnt:-; to the .\.P.(). t;rad<'. 

It i~ 1H•J)('d that our rt'pn\st·nt:_tti\·l':-> at the forth­
runling l'onf1 'r£'nce will he able tu adopt one or 
c•t her of thC' tWil sclwnws so freely discussed of 
Lttt', of, if tH·ce:-.~ary, uiJt:tin the Yote. oi eac11 tnenl­
ht·r of th(' ahO\'C'-IllcntioneJ (i-roup, anJ en:ntually 
prtl\·irlc th(' t·arl) entr;tnt \Vith .sotne tneasure of 
h~·tt:·r pru...;pr·c1s in the Ser\'lcP, other than tht· 
pr·ll<~lty lw \\·ill be Crllnpdled to carry throughout 
his career, :--huuld the agP :,ysten1 stand fast. 

Till· elder Jl"'t-\Yar entrant in Group a has sc­
cun·d all tlw plums so far, hi,; pay is far abo,·e 
th:tt of lh<' .\·oungt·r n1an, who is tnuch senior in 
y;·;trs \)f sr'rYicc and t~xperience, but surely length 
(J ~t·n in· is of :-.on1c y;duc; therefore, I trust the 
in~t'l't'sts of tfw early r'ntrants will nut be 10:--l sig:l1t 
of during tlw Ui~cussiun at the Conft~rcnce. 

l!J' HOPEFl L. 

To Correspondents. 
CORRESPO:\DE:\TS SIIOL.LD HEAR 1:\ 

\11:\D TH.\T TilE .\SSOCI.\TIO:\ llE.\D­
Ql".\RTERS OFFICE IS 1\' .\ BCILDI:\(~ 

("0:\T.\1:\1:\(; .\ CO:\SIDER.\BLE :\L\IBER OF 
OTIIER OFFICES, E \Cl!, OF COL RSE, 
1!\\T\(i .\ L.\R(iE OR S\1.\LL ST.\FF. .\LL 
LETTERS, THEREFORE, \\"1-lETIIER FOR 
TilE .\SSOCI.\TIO:\, \".E.S., OR ('0:\FI­
IlE:\TL\L. S!IOl"LD BE.\R 0:\' THE E:\­
\ ELOPE, 1\' .\llDITIO"i TO THE PERSOYS 
.':.\\lE, TilE TITLE OF TilE OFFICE, PRE­
\.E:\TI\"E ST.\FF .\SSOCI.\TIO:\; OT!-IER\\"ISE 
THI·: f!Ol"SEKEEI'ER \1\\" 11.\\"E DIFFI­
Cl I.TY 1:\ LOC \TI:\(; THE !lESTI:\.\TIO:\ OF 
<. ·o RR ESP<):\ I) E:\C 'E. 

London Prosecution. 

.\t tht· Th:tll1L'S Police Court on \l;ty 8th, ;u1 .\.B. 
of tlw :-;tp;unr·r 1

' :'\it·ucap:w11r: '' fron1 Cihf'nt, lying 
at Popl:tr Dock, \Uts charged with il e,.,!'c:lly intponing 
and t·nnct·aling 1.49 g:tll. Brandy, .20 gall. Runt, 
.4.3 g;dl. tiPnf·\·:t, .H2 g;tll. Liqtwurs, .OR g:tll. Per-
fumed Spirits, and 9]lh. O.S. Tok1cco. 

The good:-; \\'CTP fuund concPaled in the watf·r 
L;d]n~t t:mk in dlf\ fo'(·:tstle Lv \1'·'-'~Ts. E. L. Calvin 
:!Jlr] j. ('. \lyf'rs, .\.P.O,-.;, ll;1dt·r the -.;upr·ryision of 
\lr. \\·. P, .\lanley, 1'.0. 

Tht· In;q.~·i:-;tr:ttt· lint d th~' offt·n,h·r tn·lde ,-;due 
:Hul duty, :tJnounting to £53 lis. 3d., or orw month, 
;md rt·IIl<trkPd that it w:ts a c:tn·fully thought-out 
pl.tn to dr:fr:ntd tlw Re\"Pllllf'. 

\Jr. ,\. \\"o!l•·IHien, C.I'.O., pros<:cut•·d. 
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SPORT AND SOCIAL 
Customs Waterguard Chess Club. 

\Yhite to mate in three. 

Solution to No. 15 :---
1. ll -- K 4 if 1 Kt x Kt dis. eh. 2. B -- 0 3. 

if 1 Kt x R dis. eh. 2. Kt --Kt .). 
();h(•r \':!riations :trP td3\·ious. (7 points.) 

Ci:lb Tournament.-Round 1, Sections Ill and 
lY, commenced 1st JunC', 192S. 

End Game No. 3.----J-:,·idPntly \\'hitc s Pawns must 
win, un!Pss Hlnck has son1c unPxpected f'Scapr•, 

I.......... 1. R-R2+. 
:.?. K- Kt~ (lwst). 2. R- BB+· 

\'ow if a P x B. Black's K is in a staletnate 
po..;itiun, and Bl:tck can draw by constantly otlcring 
R in clwc!:ing K, e.g., a .......... R ~ R 7 +: 
4 K B I, R X B, !'tc. Then·fore B K - B 1 
(not to Kt I, <·lsr· B. R -- R 8 mate). 

>l. B. R- R 8 +. 
-!. B- Kt 1. 4. B X P. 
;i, K - Kt 2. 5. R X H eh., and draws, as 

th•· K and B <·asilv control the v·s after exchange 
d R's. . 

Hon. Treasurer.-\Ye regret to announce that 
.\lr. DudTev is unable to continuP this office owing 
to pn•ssun: of his P.S .. \. duties. '.lr. A. R. Deans, 
;-}!, Pilgrin1s \\"ay, l)o\'(·r, has undPrtaken tfH: 
duti('..;; of Hon. Trea~urer, and he 'vould be pleased 
to r<'Cf'i\-(' the annual subscriptions tron1 those 111Cil1· 

Jwr:-' who haY\' not paid, :ts Paf]y as possible. 

Presentation oi' the Chess Cup. 
The Sih·er Cup giwn to the Chc•ss Club by \lr. 

C. E. Eg~1n, \\'<Is presented to tl1e winner, ~lr. J. ~1. 

.\lit hell (.\.1'.0., Leith), last \\'PPk. ln consequence 
of \Jr. \litchell 's Y<·rv n·n·nt lwrc:wenwnt there ,,.,IS 
nothing in thP n:ltt;rR of :-1 ceren1ony (•xcept the 
reading of letters fron1 the Insywctor-Gcneral and 
the Chess Club Committer,, 

\\'hilr' IH•artily congratulating \Jr. \litchell on his 
;-tchit'\T!l1f'nt, wv \\·ish tn off(•r hin1 our sinct'rt:' 
syn1pathy in his sorrow. 

Chi! Service Confederation. 

P.NNUAL .COUNCIL MEETING. 

Thr• Si'<tP<'nlh (.\nnunl) Courv·il 'lfecting of th•' 
('jyjj St•n·il' 1_' ConfeJerat!on '' :1s held on Saturdav 
19th \l:ry, 1921<, in (\•ntr:tl Ilall, \\'t•stminster. ',(r: 
''". H. J ames prcsidt·d o\·er <lll attendance of 75 
rq_ri'St'lltati\'C'S of 40 COilstitLWtlt organisations, in 
<trldition to thl' o!licc·rs <Illd other nlCJnher~ of thr­
F:-..:l'L'Uii\t' Cotn;11ittiT. 

The .\nnu:d Report of the ExecutiYe Committee, 
the Hnnor;:n-y Tre:1surcr's Fin:mcial ~tatf'JllPnts for 
the year ended 31st .\lan·h, 192~, "ne\ th<e Report on 
P;trli;tm~·ntnry and Publicity ,\.or~\:., \\Trt' presr-ntt~d 
<tnd :tdopted . 

.-\t th1· morning st>s.-;ion :t dist'Ussiun took place on 
thf' qw·.-;tion of the y;trilHIS ruling..:; gi\.f'll hy thf_; Chid. 
Rt·gi:-;tr:tr of Frit·ntllv Soci1·tics :trisin!_i out of tht· 
('j,··il sf'n·ice (.\ppro.\"f'd .\~sociations). 1-.?f'gul;ttion-.:, 
lt/27, and :t n· .... olution \\-:ts cu!(;pt1·(1 n·co.nnwndin·' 
.\~soci:!tiqJh to st>nd in the rulinti.., th1·v had n·ceiyeJ 
to the T\·ation:tl StaFf Sid(• for (.'~:tn1in.<ttinn. 

\ lengthy discu~sion :tlso took phcf· 011 th~' que:-;til!ll 
of thr- Cnst-of-Li,·ing Bnnu"' <tnd thr- following rc­
so1ut ion \\·;ts adoptr-d :---

''That tl11: llC\\' Exe•.·utiYe he nskPd to consickr 
thf· qu··stion of the Cost-of-LiYing lndex Figure 
;11ul the Ci\ il Sen·ke Bonus, and to tnakc reconl­
!lll'lld;!tion.-.: on the subject, including, i11fcr alia, 
tht• ~ksir;thility or consolid:tting l;cnus nnd basic 
sal:try. '' 

On tlw subject of Sic-k Pay for l'm·stablished 
( 'bsst·s, it \\·as rcpur-tl'd that a dt·putation of :\lt:tnlwrs 
of Parliamc·nl to lhe Financial Secret:~rv to Lhc 
Trea~ury, nnd a subs;,·qucnt furtht'r appro;tch n1ade 
l>v' the Confederation to the Treasury, \\'ith a dew 
\(.l urgin;~ thr• chi111_, of thOS!' cl;!_,S\'S still ('XCltldf'd 
rronl sick p;ty priYilegi'S, h;td produr(·d no LtYOUrah](• 
r('sult, and :t lllf'Pting or the S~wcial Coontnittf'C' of 
the Confl'd1•ration on Sick P:tv for l·nPstablislwd 
(_ 'bss1·s h~ts been con\Tnc>d to ~on~idt'r the position 
I!O\\" reached. 

\\'ith reganl to the proposals put forward by the 
('onff~dcration for the incrensL~ of the} rettnng 
gratuity to l·nestahlishecl Classes, it \\"<lS reported 
that tl1is nlatt•_·r was still on thP :1genda of the Joint 
~ulwr<llllHWtion Con1n1ittPe, but its consideration l·y 
thr· Joint Committee had I er·n held up at the request 
of the Post Ot'lice reprPsPntati\'t's on the Staff Side 
of the Conunittr:e, \\·ho desir1.·d to ex:nnine the 
quP~tion further. The m;ltter \\·ill accc--.rd~ngly lw 
;tg<tin UIH1l·r di~cu~~ion ;1t the nrxt n1eeting of thP 
~tall Side of the Superalllwation Committee, 
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Tlw i lnnor~1rv ()rtir''T~ 
f)f ! h·· 
\'ico·~l'r•·sicknls, \Jr. 

~!,·. (;. Ch:o•;•·; 
\l ,., .! . \\ . 

Ch<tpp!r·; ! 
d~.-r-;: 1 Ionnrarv 

\\':.mi 
I!. \I. 
of th• 

\\'. 11. Ja·11's \\ho, 
f"r\·sidr·nl fur thn'~' _yf•;;rs. 

\1•·. 
tll!' po~t ol 
hi1nst·lf ;,,r 

r~·-•·kl'tinn. 
For tht· 

rill· d 
~ lJ;· 
\\'. 
\ \'. 

::T"' un iJH· Ex.t'l'Utkt; Con11niH•··· 
:tt th1' .\,nnual CotHl!'il \I<·•·:in:;::. 
.l•·cto·d ·:'vir. F. C. \l;-. 

.\. L. :\. 0. I :l!r. 
\\'. !!. ):t111''S R··,~ 

Fnr.· th~· (·le,·cn :11...: 1wld Lv llw Contr.•(kr:~tion on 
thl' St:lff :--;idP ur th!· \"alion;wd \\~hitll'\' Council fnr 
tlY· t-i\·11 S!':'\'kj• thi· roiiowlng· \\"('fl' :·kclr:d :--\fr. 
.\. L. :\. D. Houghtnn, :llr. (~. R. Sp1·ed, :'vlr. \\'.E. 
l.J,·\\<'lhn. \lr. ('_ .\. \\'. Snnd•t·,;, \lr. \\'. J. Hro\'·n. 
\lr. R. D. Cwuk. \Jr. (i. Cha"·· \11'. R. \!cC. 
J;,.'l.nish . .\Jr. \\·. (;, BO\s, \lr. \\'. H. Jnmes anrl 
_\li~s Ro..;<· Sn1ith Rost_', ~ 
---=-----------------~--------

Miscellaneous Decisions. Ad. Val. 
The Pn ... ,·ent h·(· 

<l \\"e:st Coast 

The 

busy t ::~king- th:ty at 
str>an1er fresh in frOin 

one· of 
silk 

took 

1'.0. 
('.(; 

1'.0. 
('. (;. : 

" \Ylv'n did ycni\ buy thi~:" 
"HL1•.~k p::n w:1:t·h .d:n· in ·the Ishnds. tl 
·• \\'hal did you fn;- it;-" 
··Two thr"~' y:tms and four 

Ct!<'O<Jllllt~. 

P 0. (:tfl 1 'f Jll!'l1ta1 cak·ul:ttic1n): "Tlw (iuty wiil 
thn'e shilling..;,., 

'.l;. fdi\·ln:~i into lung slet'Y,·r nnJ \\'ithdn-ndng 
:t small 1 usk l: '' Gi\·\- tne the change 
out of thi:->. ·~ 

P.().: " c:m oPlY\ IHkt.' n:rrf'llt 1·oin of the 

.\ fn,· 
'liJO\Ying 

You ~will g!'t it d1nn:.;(•d at the 
top t·wl qf P.;)rkv L.nnev Street or at 

\lmk• i, Sco-t!and RoaJ." 
to .-\. P.n.): '' SlhY.,_.<' it under 

tmtil !n-1norn_,,,., '' 

C ''" st port, the 
nptice :~ 

Sc,-q,.: Prt·YI:t1ti\"l' ()Jlircr 
of l;HE··~' an ...,iJk Ullikn\ '-': 

a few pieces 
the mme of 

:t tr:\\\ lt:L 

''\\.hat did for thi·se:" 
\la11·: ·• .\ hask;·t nnd hl:tck jad{s." 
P.n.: '• Thn•;· rmd fow·. ~ign lwre and don't 

l'r"Hk rlw- p~·ncil. '' 

~;tlisl:t'd ;\..., to Y<lhw. 

Our Short Story. 

'' I'm so pk·;~sed," snid the .\. P.O., as he replaced 
the brick in i;s wrappings ip jhe 'tll'e<:n de('ks. 

. (JEN. 


