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This, the first issue of the = Customs Journal
in the New Year, introduces o change which resulis
from much eriticism and ion at the dast
Conference.  To mark the occasion o new cover has
been designed as a small Leginning in the efforts
that are being made 1o Dmprove the attractiveness
of the Journal.

[t is hoped that the numerous eritics who have
been so o greatly interested  in the publicadon and
nmnagement  of our Hide paper, will now comne
forward and complete the business by giving sub-
stantinl support in conributing 1o fis columns,

* ¥ *

The ** Costoms Journal 7 is one of the ploneers
amongst Civil Serviee publications, and, 1o look
hack over the pages ol some of the ecarly editions
iv to realise that in those davs Association members
had, generally  speaking, o much firmer grip
regarding  knowledge o their own allairs than i
evidenced  to-dav.,  There were aviieles and Ietiers
in abundance,  dealing  vigorously  with  current
problems, clearly indicating that the writers were
deeply interested and well versed in Associntion aims
and ambitions,

It is remarkalle that nowadays, when, through
improved methods, the Association is abhle to main-
tain a regular system for conveying news  and
information to the members, through district and
loval secretaries, thera seems to he o lTethargy which
prevents people taking advantage ol the maderial
available for carrving on interesting debates in the
columns of the Journal.

It cannot be too definitely pointed out that the
member  who, having decided views  against
Association  policy, prefers to use tham to make
other members disgruntled rather than test the
soundness of his views through Journal publicity,
is doing a great disservice to his collengues. N
maiter how heterdox might be his ideas, any member
has access to the Journal columns, provided he
expresses  himsell  reasonably and with  prope
restraint.  Unfortunately, when contributions of this
nature do come along, which is not ofren, they
usually seek to undermine instead of to huild up the
construction of the Association. There is no need
for this, and it is clearly wrong.

from the progress of the elections for
Councillor and other Association officials, now going
e throughout the kingdom, there scems to he in
some focalittes a0 deplorable apathy. In one or two
places condidates have not even been nominated.
Stembers in those Districts ought to realise how
foolish is this artitude,  The Annual Conference wilt
be upon them before they know where they are,
1d 1o send delegates to this meeting who have only
hall-hearied support from  their constituents is not
only bad husiness but is very unfair to the repre-
seniatives. His not a bit of good asking why the
Asaciation  has not done this or that if a live
interest is not taken in electing the Councillors, or,
having clected them, efforts are not made to put
them i oo strong position at the Conference.

No matter how progressive the Executive Com-
mittee might hey they are hound by the Council,
and il the Council is not a powerful and  truly
representative Lody, capable of giving clear and bold
decisions,  expressing  the views of the members
denerally, the lixecutive Committee iy handicapped

sccordingly. The  sooner  this  fact is  fully
appreciavsd, the sooner will we get down 1o reu¥
Business, Faeray wasted o unprofitable criticism
of  the Geutive  will be directed  into more

constructive channels,

It should also be borne in mind that a wide-
awake and enthusiastic District will he  always
sutlicient inspiration for producing  clection candi-
dates, Iinthusinstic support s what makes the
exacting job of any Assocndion official veally worih
while,

The announcement  of the Preventive Officers’
examination for the 6th March has, no doubt, been
the signal for aspirants to make an extra spurt in
their studies,  The date (his year is later than usual
and probably this will he appreciated by those who
hivve heen procrastinating. There are not likely to
be many, however, for, hy all accounts most of the
condidates are on the top tine,

* * * *

Provindal  condidates  are informed  that  any
assistanee that can be given them by the Associa-
i comnecton with their coming to London, is
posal Requests addressed  to the
Asacciatien CGilice, for Information as to hotel ac-
silvion, eite., will be readily dealt with.

* * * *

tieneral Order 10271927 scems  to have caused
guite aostie in the of the Waterguard., The
posts aoivertsed therein are worth trying for. Some
meeresting comments baee been made regarding the
o Seates, 1 with weckly half-holiday,
windoys and holidavs off-duty, make additional

ariraction to the fairly comfortable salary,
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IFor some reason, possibly a desire of the Depart-
meat o retain their service Waterguard officers
are very rincly sejected even for interview for posis
oifered in this way. There are plenty ol Water-
caard men capable enough for transfer to better
paid departments, and  the eagerness with which
possibilities for transfer are looked for is note-
vorthy,  If the number of inquiries reaching the
Asxociation, T connection  with  General Orders
QF 1927 and 1021927, are anything to go by, there
wist he a goodly number of  applicanis. It i=
ibelv, however, that past exporience will induce
somie to think thar the Waterduard applicant stands
pracieally no chanee.

[t s not difficalt to undersiand why the Associn-
ticn s eaploriag possibilities nearer home for
nnproviag the conditions of the members. The one
depariment where Woterguard men would  have
first claimt to enter has not been thrown open o the
service, and seems undikely 1o he- the door, partly
opened  en one occaston oo admit others,  was

mined in our {nces That will not casily be

fardotien,

Committes hoave, T ounders
sion ol he dutv-table hooklet is i

Uohee Badaet s our it will nor, of
possible to complete the revision, A

sugeestions have been made, however,

these are 1o be embodicd in the neaw
2 ocould Le more satistactory than the
vl phese books were hought up on the
ion, amd there has been o constant demand
o them throughour the years Lo is not improbable
¢ proposad will be fortheoming lTor the hookli
e e dssted Tree o adl mmembers, oy ot least, o

virenidy o reduced price,

% * * *

Fiie Conmumittec is also considering the produc-
tion ol aosmall handbook of concentrated information
iiabie for the use of Waterguard Officers. Par-
neular attention is being paid to making the book

practicad aid 1o officers in the ordinary course of
evervday waork, As soon as an outline of the
subject-matier has bheen decided upon, the Executive
I examine the proposition with o vView 1o deciding
it practieabilite.

ht task,
ssful in their enter.
rise, they awill have earned the gratitude of the

.’-'\:ll'l'.

The compiling of such a bhook is no li
and, i the Commitiee are succ

* * * *

At recent Commitice mireting of the Customs
andd Excise Sports Society,  the handsome  cup,
pted by Sir dblorace Hamilton, KUBJE, as a

petund trophy, (o be awaeded each vear for the
beseindividonal performance in Customs and Exeise
sports, was oon view, Consideration was given as
w the method of making the award, and finadly o
smadl sub-committee was cereated (o deal with (he
matter,

The Waterguard element in the Society is steadily

grow

g, amnd on this occasion four representatives
~ents They took the opportunity (o protest
wgain=t the exclusion of Waterguard Officers from
vrenbership of the rowing section of the Society.

{

fv appears ahat our Depariment is regarded as
coming within o rule of the Amateur Rowing As-
soctition  whereby * riverside  workers 77 are not
eiigZible. No o doubt there been  some Jnis-
understinding as to the exact nature of Waterguard
dutics, and, it is hoped that when the positien is
niiede clear the ban will be removed.

* * * *

It seems curious that just at the time when o
e band of MUP.s are stated 1o have impressed
e Prime Minister with the necessity for drastic
ceonomy  and  the cuuing-down of  Civil Serviee
grave questions are raised in the House of
Contmiots as 1o the serious shortage of  Faciory
Ln=pectors, The truth of the inadequacy of  the
came 1o Hght at the inquest on some girls who
were hurned o death oo five a0 iime factery.

e same M.Ps are much concerned  at the
supiposed  short hours of Civil Servants, Tt would
be interesting to know what would be their opinions
ding the seven-day week ol the Waterguard
Stadl, and the problenmiical half-day of--in most
cases o facilitate a0 change-over (o night-work,
No doubt they would soon make the happy dis-
covery that Witerguard  Officers actually  carn
overiime -and thar woukl be that!

* * ¥ *

The Preventive Stadl Association has now received
its certificate as an Approved  Association. The
document is not <o imposi
ical product of o

< wias expecied, bt
onomy  conditions, Al
; amed has bheen abandoned, Any-
way, now e we hove it we shall bhe able o feod

quite safe and happy. 7. MeErkox.

CHANGES IN THE

TO DECEMBER 24th, 1928.

STAFF.

TRANSFERS.
PREVENTIVE OFFICERS 1—
Aikins, T. W, Folkestone, Dover to London.
Herrington,  B. J., Neweastle to  Folkestone,
Dover.,
Ning, E., London to Brightlir
Rickard, W. ., Brightlingse
mouth, Plymouth,

ssen, Ipswich.
a, Ipswich to Fal-

O S TREN o
MeBride, AL, Eastham, Manchester, with
Payne, Eo Liverpool.

OFFICERS LEAVING TIHE SERVICE,
Dt i —
Assistant Preventive Officer :—Nunn, ], 1ifra-
combe, Plyvmouth,

VACANCIES.

Assistant - Preventive  Officer,  Hfracombe, Ply-
mouth.  {(An allowance of £20 per annum for
performing  Long  Room work, etc., is
assigned.)
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SMALL PORT WORK
By “VAGRHETH”
WRECK

v
7 HE proceeds ol unclaimed wreck, atter pay-

muent of salvage cadms, are crodited o the

Board of Trade. These amounts are held
for twelve months, and, it no cain is made at
the expiration of that period, they are diveried to
the Crown colfers.  All wre must be sold at the
expiration of one ycar from the date ar which it
came into the possession ol the Receiver. The
only case where the Board of Trade is not entitled
to the proceeds of unclaimed wreek is where the
Lovd of the Manor has o titde to it

The coyst of this country is dotted with certcn
stretches  which  are included  within a Jz
These Manors were granted to o certadn prople by
Royal Charter huadreds of vears ago, and the in-
herttors of iese manorial rights can oy cdadm 1o
any unclaimed wreekage washed ashore within the
boundaries of the Mancr.  In climing the tite o
aimied wrechave, o Lord of the Manor must
provee 1o the satisfaction of the Board  of Trade
that he has inherited the Lordship of a Manor
which has @ right to it. The Board of Trade advise
w0 Keceiver when o thiey wdinit the existence of o
Manor within his district. 1t then becomes the
duty ol the Recebver e advise sihe Lord of d
Maner on form W.R.E2 of any wieckage which is
ot likely to be  claimed within  twelve months,
Lords of the Manor are seldom entitled to wreclk
ound  floating, and  Receivers should observe the
terms ol Beard of Trade notices which are
went oo them admiting clainis, In most cases
Lords of the Manor are only entitded to wreck
washod dshores Te will be appreciated that Re-
cetvirs have to exercise particular care in dealing
with wreck claimed by Lords of Manors, and the
exact spot where found, the state of the tide, and
whether the wreckage was Louting or bumping or
bigh and dry, are points which must be carctully
checked in the Report on W.R, 4, 7 and 11,

When o casuadty occurs to a DBritdsh ship at
home or abroad, or to a forcign ship within British
jurisdiction, the Master must report to the Receiver
of Wreck at his lrsi port. I the Customs Officer
of that port does not hold an appointment as Re-
ceiver of Wreel, he cannor take a deposition on
W.R.2, but he is generally empowered to hold «
prelimivary inquiry into the casualty, using form
INO. I Tor the purpose. As o generad rule, how-
ever, Dreventive QOfticers-in-Charge are also Re-
coivers of MWreck, and, ws such, they can  take
prefiminary inguirics or depositions upen casualties
to- shipp according to the circumstances of the
case.  When the cosually ocurs at a place where
there is no Officer legaily empowered to mudke
proPmdeary inquiry or take depositions, and it is
likely that the witnesses may  leave  before  the
arrival ol such an officer, the Coastguard or {Coast
Preventive Man on the spot should obtain as full
A tatenent as possible on form WL R, and forward
it to the Receiver for the district. The names and

¥V

addresses ol the Tmportant witnesses should  He
ob ained so that they ¢ be called apon for further
evidence, if necessary.

ded loss
rio from
in distress, or whenever questions of ini-

portance arise relating o dangers of

In overy case ob serious loss o apprehe:
ol pnoperty by shipping casualsics,
Vinsu

atien or
scaworthiness of ships, a deposition oo onth must
be taken on foroe INOLHL
ALl

Serious  collisions,
and Licavy sea dumage may be regarded
as coming within the seope requiring o predinuna.
mguiry on form INQC L The evidence of materizad
witesses  to o the casualty must be obtained  and
recorded, mrd I any witness reluses o give ovi-
device, the officer Bolding the nguiry is cimpowered
tooserve o formoof summons (INOL 2y uvpon hin.
1 he deposition on forme INOC T should be forwarded
to the Mercatile Marine Deparumenc of the Boaed
ol Trade in origh Coples should not be sent to
Liovd s, and applicadion {or copics should be re-
fared o the Board of Trade.

When o " ship in disiress 7 ds reported, a de-
position on form WR.2 must he taken, and
churge of one pound midde for cvery deposidon,
[ e broad detinition of
she

“oship incdisress iy wihicn
imminently endangered and in onecd of i
tancy, or s wrecked, Depositions on lorm WR.2
can only be taken by o Reeeiver of Wreek helding
a Conmimission as osuch., The examinaton must he
conducted on vath, and the deponent is usuadly the
Master or most Important o witness  of  osurvivors.
The originad WR.Z is retained by the Receiver, and
the other copies forwarded o the Mercantile Muarine
Depariment of the Bourd of Trade, and 1o Lioyd's
O ahe day thae the deposition s made, the lecal
agent 1o Llovd’s calls and obtains a report ol the
ceposition on fuorm WRLS2, for which he is charged
threepence. Coples ol depositions may be sold 1o
persons interested in themu at o charge of dwee
shiliings and sivpence per copy not exceeding two
bundred wnd ity words, and five  shillings  per
copy ol over two hundred und tifty words. A
receipt on form F.24 is issued for each amount, and
the money brought to account in SCHEDULE 13,
The fees received, and chargeable against the
wreelk, i any, are entered in the Wreck Report
Book.

A report on form WRLL is to be forwarded to the
Board of Trade for every shipping casualty.  Form
WR. is extended in the form of WR.1 (4) 1o
WR.I thy o meet every kind of cusualty, and the
refat form, such ax WR.T () for a stranding,
must be useds Whenever o vessel stranded or sunk
is a danger to navigation, the fact, giving the exact
wosition of  the vessel, must be o reported  to the
Harbour Authority concerned. I the place is out-
side the jurisdiction of 0 Harbour Authorisy, the
fact must be reported to the General Lighthouse
Authority o at part of the conste To both cases
the Tacts are o be reporied to the Board of Trade.
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A HOLIDAY ON THE SAHARA
l)‘)’ Pl\‘l‘R_l:‘—Ii\ LINDEN.

Readers of ** The Customs Journad 70 may

interested to see an account of @ holiday which a
party of Civil Servints have just spent in Algeria
The party, which numbered twenty, was arranged
by Mr. Roy Clarke, of TLAM. Oflice of Works, Muer

a rapid run through France snd o most pleasion

wrip across the Mediterranean, we sighted the const

of AMrica in the evening of the third dav. As we
ran on deck the ship was ghiding into the Hude
harbour of Philippeville, & mest picturesgue town
with tiny white houses dotied here and there among
the wtrees on the hillside. Atter dinier, some of us

woent lor o strolly and it owas then that we 1
The in-

describable balminess of the wiv produced in une

realised that we were fodeed in Afvica.

feeling of complete repose, The next day we were
ap with the lark, and ook an carly train o Lon-

stantine, This proved amost intcresiing run throu
w fertile region of vine and olive groves, orange vl
lemon plantations all heavy with fruin. Constantdne
is o natural fortress standing on an coormous rock,
wnd surrounded by a profound chasm 130 fect deey,
cailed the Gorge du Rhummel

We explored the depths of this gorge, which is
one of the finest sights imagineble. o the days
before the French occupption, an ill-tempered or
untaithtul wife of the Turkish Bey would be piaecd
in o sack—together with o cat—wnd huried from

yothie rocks

the  highest point of the precipice 1t
bencatlh, The car was perhaps symbolic of e

shrow oven in those days,

doand fifty miles

Constantine (o Biskra—a hune
—was done by motor charabane.  OGn the way

I

Aures Mountains, Nothing coubd surpass in scenic

iskvao we stwpped at Bl Kantara, o cleit in the

beauty this gdreen  onsis nestding  ar the feet of

digantic  precipic
i MO

tivough the centuries of the glory of B Rantrea,

i

Moorishv peets five  sung

the Golden Gate of the Sahara,  Then came Biskra,
where we spent four davs of pure- enchanmument,

Our first excursion was o journcy of twelve kilo
metres by camel into the saund dunes of the desert
It was wonderful to feel the sond ol the greas

v

Sahara acwally under cur fect, and o gase af

over the rolling dunes. One had often dreamed ol
sucl o scene, but now here 1t was I readiny, and
surpassing  anvthing  we  had  imagined, LUn-
fortunately spuce will not permit of niore thun
these Tew netes on oo ruly wonderful holiday.

I understand Mreo Clarke  is Yorming  another

iy fo vinit &

T at

i
would Jilve o ddedd Dot

ey el 30 any reeders

voamitd the glories of
Myrican sunshine snd e colours of Orienal dile,

I would recommend thermr wo join,

LANDING AND SHIPPING
DUTIES.

By " OTAGEN.Y

HIZ fdlure 1o recegnise the vaiue of the Tre-
ventive  Stadl in the  sphere of  revenue
protecdon Is oomatior that is causing grave
coneern throughout our own particulir deparonent.
Pl the voluable eapericoce which s an asset ol

the Prevontive siadl should be soodziored as 1o
plove unuridicd men i positions i the Landing

Suadly, when e necessary  experience s oroady Lo

Bt 100 owr wwie Stadl, s oo aatter tha v
shoul o sitdion amounting oo consteration,
isodithicult o readise how iv comes abour that i

brisauht

thiese pesitions are o be difed from outside the
Landing Sail, why they are now vegarded as the
vaturad vutlet tor men who have been tradined Tor
years in the art-for art iv surcly is —ot the

bon of portaions of vicious goods T
the comnry, The Preventive Gflicer, width the ac-
cumulited knowledge gadned by the wide scope ol
s duties) s oo man ennienthy e d bt autes
recently <0 1o clerieal ofticers who have all thelr
experience to gain. He hos for many years mised
with people ot adl ranles of Tie ~the mirrchant and
Gy tgdes the toeellor, and e seadarer. (e s
alive 1o host ol artilices destgned 1o evade  the
Jows ob he country, and be o is inaunique position
e b o Grcuinvent nmboraess allempis o
b e countey of her just dues.
The storm of indignation that has been aroused
s not conhned o any one porl, for i all quarters
vite hears this particular subject being discussed 1o
the exciusion of all others, I the clerical officer is
wordh the salary that he is being paid tor his new
Gutics, how much more vaduable are the services of
the officer whose official dife® has been speat in
building up an expericnce which s invaluable to
ave and who above ol others, would nurally
te b chosen for duties {or which he s
cutiarty titted. Tt would certainly seem to appear
vothe authoerites are Tar frony aware of the value
ciothe Proventive Statf, and that theyv can have o
very incotiplicie conception of what the Stadf actually
capable of performing. Certain 1t
Bowever, that what is ofticially styled the Water-
Guard s the only school in which the experience
tor the performance of  Landing  and

ihe

CNpecd

GrAls, Or

NOTICE TO MEMBERS.

ELECTION OF COUNCILLORS,

Son s o the London, Liverposl, South Wales
i Prall Areiss are heeehy informed thae the closing
dice Tor the yeceipt of badlot papers has been ex-
tended o the 280 of Tanuary, 1928,

orust, therelore, that members who have not
vored will forward the same belore the ahove
datec Ballot pupers may be sent direct 1o Beer
Lane or o the District Officer, J. T. scrrox.
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CIVIL SERVICE
CONFEDERATION.

EXESUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.

A mecting of the Lxecutive Committee of the Civil
rvice Confederation was held on Monday, 19th
Drecember, 1927, at Caxton Hall, Westminster. Me.
WL Jamies presided over an attendance of 28.

It was reported that an application to the War
Oltice for o deputation to discuss the question of the
representation on the Mdministrative  Departimentad
Council ol the Viewers’  Assoclation  had  been
refused. The General Purposes Committee of the
Confederation s 1o further consider the mauter.

Iu comiection with the forthcoming Conference of
tie International Federation of Civil Servants and
Feachers it was decided not to send representatives
froau the Confederation on this occasion.

As the whole question of deductions from salary
wits stated to be under constderation by the Official
Side of the National Council, the following resolu-
tion will be sent to the Staff Side to be embodied in
their clain -

That efforts be made on the National Whitley
Council to secure the inclusion among the objects
pernitted for deductions from official salary the
vost of season tickets for use by staffs of
Deparunents.

The following resolution 1s also being remitted to
the National Staff Side for action :—

That  steps be rtaken to secure for Civil
Servants returning home trom posts abroad, who
have contracted tropical discases during service
abroad, free medical, and, where nccessary,
speeialist treatment for such diseases.

A ent interview hetween Confederation repre-
soantatives  and  the Chiel  Registrar of  Iriendly
Sosieties in relation to the position of various
constituent organisations under the Trade Disputes
and Trade Unions Act was reported. Tt was agreed
to discharge the Special Conunittee which had deale
with this matter.

Reports were made to the Executive on various
matters under consideration by the National Whitley
Ceouncil,

Regarding the Higher Grades Committee, it was
stated that there was some prospect of the difficultics
of Stafl Side representative capacity being overcome.

A report from  the Joint General Purposes
Commitiee of the National Council dealt with Cost-
of-living Bonus, Medical Facilides—Ofhcers Serving
Abroad, Time Off in Licu of Overtime, Medical
Test for Temporary Officers on Engagement, and

The Sumding Joint Committee  Report covered
Lateral Transters, Duties Mloted to Typing Grades,
Superintendents  of 0 Typists-——Overtiime  Payment,
Grivuities to Officers on Higher BPuties, Efciency
Bar, and Transfers from Higher to Lower Scales
and viee versa.

Other  matters  reported  on were  Hours  of
Avtendance,  Substitation Pay, and  Attendance  of
Govermment Representatives on the National Council.
Regarding Temporary Statls, a proposal had been
made by the Staff Side for a Joint Comumittee to
examine  the proposals of  the Temporary Stafls
Alliance. The Otficial Side Rad agreed regarding the
desirability of avoiding discharges as far as possible.

The nwin terms of the agreement on time off in
licu of overtime are to be circulated to constituent
organisations.  Also the views of Ministry of Labour
Stadl Associations are to be sought on the question
of  parttime Jabour, in view  of a0 proposal o
withdraw it from the Allscrvice Programme.

It wis adso stated tha the question of Increases
on Promotion was to be considered on its merits by
the Oficial Side.

With reference to Arbitration (Revised Rules of
Procedurey it was reported that vavious amendiments
had Leen agreed by the Staff Side, and that the
Indusiriad Court had been requested to receive a
deputation,

A report was also made as 1o action taken on the
following matters = -Appointinents conditional upon
professional or specialised  qualilications,  Civil
Servants engaging in private occupations, Payment
of salary to Civil Servants suspended from duty,
Publicity, and the sctting up of Joint Committees
for writing assistants and typists.

No action on the question of Civil Rights will be
taken until the reassembly of Parliament.

SPORT AND SOCIAL.

PRESIDENT FOR THE
CHESS CLUB.

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.

Chess has obtained o« firm hold among the mgn-
bers of the Preventive Staff, and a number of
olficers are regularly engaged in  correspondence
and over-board games, as reported in these columns
frem time to time.

Mr. Egan, who is keenly interested in the Club,
wd who recently gave a silver cup to be competed
for Jwmongst the members, has  approached  Mr.
Thompson, the Inspector General, on the subject of
the Presidency of the Club, with the result that
Mr. Thompson his readily consented to become the
the first President.

Needless toosay, this honour from the head of
our sccton ol dhe Service is greatly appreciated,
and o it soa notable facr thar many officers un-
connected with the Chess Club have registered theie
approbation of the TGO s action. We hope 1
see the tub o osdll further succeed  under his
presidency.
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KENT CORRESPONDENCE
MATCH.

PREVENTIVE STAFF TEAM RESULTS,

In this wiatch our team ** A " are matched against
three of Kent's Vice-Presidents, and so far the only
finished game in this team is a win for us, Professor
LWL Genese, MU resigning 1o Mr. Smallwood,
London, at the 36th move. We have no news of
the first three boards to hand, but the last board in
teann AT stands a pawn down in 25 mioves with
positions  equal. We hear that Mr. Boodle's
opponent had succeeded in seven rounds of the Kent
County Cup.

In team B 7 Mr. Sandford resigned at the 32nd
Move, He was matched  against a much  older
player who played at board No. 2 in a 50-board
march in 19256 against the Kent match conductor.
The result was a draw. The Kent 3M.C. was
County Champion in 1906 and 1923.

Mr. Matthews resigned to his opponent in 20 or
23 moves. Mr. Kidinan is still in the contest, his
opponent being a Civil Servant who won the prize
for the best individual score in Section 1 of the
Civil Service and Municipal League of the Civil
Service Chess  Association, 19267, Mr. O, M.
Williams is stlll contesting, and Mr. Dudley won his
gane i ten moves.

B.G.F. COUNTY AND DISTRICT
CORRESPONDENCE GHAMPIONSHIP,

Our Opponents,
White: Mr. A, Hardie, Customs Waterguard C.C,
Kent.
Black : Capt. Rose, Teignmouth C.C., Devon.
White: Mr. F. G. Boodle, Customs Waterguard
O, Kent.
Black: Mr. 1, Gluyas, Weston-super-Mare C.C.,
Somerset,  Play commenced on January 2nd.

LONDON,

Another fine dance, orgunised by the Committee
«f the South Side Sports Club, was enjoyed by a
lurge gathering at the New Cross Paluis on the
evening of January 4th. The President, Mr. C. L.
Fgan, was present, and during "% cvening took
the opportunity of voicing the gratitude of the
Club members to the management, the band and
the M.C. for their unfailing hearty co-operation in
making the sociul evenings such an unqualified
SLCCess,

Mo and Mrs, Fleet were also present, and Myes,
Uleer, who presented the prizes (which were on
this occasion awarded to the holders of  certain
pttnbers on the coak-room tickets), expressed her
felicht s being able to be present so often at the
sSouth Side social evenings,

Solution to Prebiem No, 6.
1 —————

2. B—ktl

1. O—R8+
2. OxBar R1
CUP CONTEST,

Section 1,

Round 7.—Mr. Thomson, Bangor, beat Mr. E. W,
Kidman, Liverpool; Mr. A, Hardie, Ayr, beat Mr.
R. E. Dudley, London; Mr. S. W. H. Hargrove,
Bastham, beat Me. F. G. Boodle, Dover.

Section 2.
Round 3.—Mr. . Ellis;, Newport, beat Mr. J.

Terry, Liverpool,
.

Round 6,—Mr. L.. E. Knight, Sharpness, beat Mr.
71 sandfoerd, Newporr, (Adjudicated.)

Round 7.- Mr. 8. H. Muauthews, Newport, heat
Mr. E. T Sandford, Newport.

Note.- -Players are reminded that the season ends
31 8,25, when all games should be sent for adjudica-
tion, thus  ALL outstanding  games should coni-
mence immediately, as games not commenced  or
proveeded more than twelve moves become void and
the point at issue forfeited. The Committee wish
all members ““ A Happy and Healthy New Year,”
and success to those C.W.C.C. members sitting at
thie next examination for PO, ship.

THE UNKNOWN.,

It happencd that Mr. Jones received a query
from the A.G. regarding the method of calculating
the extra hour added for split attendance, and
Jones was requested to repayv one hour’s overtime.
jones  stuek  to his views and  saw  the ALG.
personally,

** There ure hundreds of ways of making moncy,”
said the ALG.

" Yes,” said Jones, ** but only one honest wav.”

Y What's that 2 queried the O.T. reducer.

CARDT said Jones. U1 thought you wouldn't
know that.”

DISTRIBUTION OF THE
*CUSTOMS JOURNAL.”

A new contract has been entered into tfor the
printing of the “ Customs Journal,™ commencing
with this issue.  Should any irregularity oceur in
distribution, subscribers are asked o communicnte
IMMEDIATELY with Mr, Peake. By so doing it
Wil be possible to rectify any possible errors at the
cariicst possible moment.
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Correspondence

The name and address of the writer {(not
necessarily for publication) should be given in all
letters to the Editor, who accepts no responsibiiity
for the views expresse b

THE V.E.S. AND THE EXAMINATIO!
Sir, -Mr. Crooks seems quite cross with Mr.
Sution, and to the extent of introducing a particular
port into his recent Jetter in connection with the
above subject, Mr. Sutton was most indiscreet. |
therefore agree with Mr. Crooks so far. An Associa-
tion official of any experience should have learnt to
avoid the **sin " of trouncing any particular port
or district for apathy.  Let him generalise as much
as o he likes it is often very  sadutary- but 1o
inferentially ** black list " any section in the same
Lody is had policy. [t has a ' back-stiffening '
effect sometimes,  Mr. Crooks, as D.S. for Huli,
should hiave dealt with this point, and left it.  But
the ire of Mr. Crooks extends beyond the one
indiseretion of Mr. Sutton. T think Mr. Sutton
made o mistake, doubiless with the hest intentions,
tut Mr. Crooks throws discretion to the winds
altogether. Te brings the VUE.S., the P.S.AL and
even the examiners, into iv!

In the first place, 1 must state that the P.SUAL
docs not M orun T the VOIS bat the PLSOAL siaw the
distinet advantages of such an innovation. When it
was sanctioned by the PUSUAL it was expected  that
it would receive the support of ally particularly of
the PSS AL officials, Mr. Crooks admits that it met
with ** distinet approval,” yet, under the guise of
having @ shot ac Mr. Sutton, he tries to knock a
fow rivets out of the V.E.S. hulkheads without any
apparent motive or invitation.

C bt readly makes one wonder how the present-day
P O, passed his examination.”  These words are
from Mr. Crooks’ letter. Very welll  What the
VUES. is designed for is to prevent: so many failing
to pass the examination. The fact that a certain
prreentage  qualified  (and  not  all  seH-taught) is
absolutely no reason why the Association should not
foster @ scheme which would mean a higher per-
centage ol successes, and a  higher standard of
Departmental knowledge.  And, for reasons outlined
in my letter on the subject in Jast issue, such a
scheme s absolutely necessary.,

It is realised that the average A.P.O. i3 not in a
position to gain a thorough knowledge of Depart-
mental requirements, or to interpret correctly all the
intricacies of the Regulations, without some little
assistance,  Some are, of course, very clever, whilst
others have the advantage of the right environment
and contact. But I refer to the average. The
Unattached Officer in the sister Department com.
mences his offieiad life with the books at his elbow,
and the work is displayed before«him. A good
portion of time is taken in officially teaching him.
He assumes practical work in carrying out the
Regulations early in his service, and his respon-
sibilities commence early-—in fact, he is gradually
worked into them. The A.P.O. has no such
advantage. He assumes his responsibilities only
when he qualifies for, and is appointed P.O. Then
he is dumped in amongst it. An occasional query
or an official ¢ wigging ™ may perhaps increase the

1
P

; of his hump of wisdom, but official time must
certainly not Le wasted on his training.  So perhaps,
in the circumstances, it is no wonder that so many
do not pass the examination,

In the furtherance of the V.E.S. T can see no
vestige of the *‘eoercion V Mr, Crooks refers to.
(It may have heen to the personal gain of many who
nave taibad 3 they could have been coerced into
study 1) The man who strives alone, or hy privawe
tuition, to reach the goal is certainly to he applauded,
Fut the Vocational Bducational Scheme is a con-
cession  (perhaps  this  has  been misinterpreted
ocoercion ) to the AUPLO. which supplies a long
felt want, and, despite all harping  criticism, is
receiving  the support of those who have their own
interests, and the best interests of the Departiment,
at heart. The fact that enquiries have even been
received  from some  Clerical  Officers as to the
possibility  of  heing to allowed to take courses,
shows the value of the Scheme and, incidentadly,
the Importance of Wiaterguard work,--Yours, ete.,

W. M. SHEENAN.
FAILED AP.O.s.

Sir,~With reference  to the  quarterly  District
Meeting held in Glasgow, as reported by you in
Decemiber, 1 am surprised at the attitude adopted by
the majority of the members at that meeting when
ihe proposal was carried to allow failed AP.O.s 2
third chance, and that successful candidates of that
class G given charge of small ports, Had it been
stated that they be given charge of ports where
APOs are now in charge 1 would  agree; bug
otherwise, no. | consider that it requires proved
intelligence to carry on successfully at an in-charge
port, This opinion is formed [rom actual experience
at such places. When the Jarge port man is in doult
or difficulty he may consult o brother officer or an
immedinte superior, but no such opportunity is given
(o the small port man. Therefore, i failed ALP.OLs
are ever given a third chance; T would advocate thai
the successful candidates he appointed to the la
ports.--Yours, erc., SRS

Editors Notes and Comments

The altered appearance of the “Custems Journal™
with this issue is the outcome of negotiations during
the latter part of Jast yvear by the Executive Com-
mittee and the Journal Sub-Committee. A new
contract has been entered into which will effect a
il saving in the cost of production. This
important step in placing this publication on an
enhanced  economical footing will meet with  the
dgeneral approbation of  the membership of  the
PoSOAL and owe venture to predict that it will be

‘e in a much more keen co-operation on the
part of districts and members in the discussion of
service toplies, ete., through these columns.

niaier

* * * *

SUBSCRIBERS SHOULD NOTE that matter
for publication must be in the hands of the Editor
noi later than the Monday preceding the date of
issue, and that, in order o facilitate publication,

s earlier still would be a priceless con-
Rush work scldom pavs, Tt ¥ quite

two da

venience,
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unnecessary to wait until the last moment before
posting articles and  correspondence. All matter
intended for insertion should he sent direct to the
Ioditor at the address named elsewhere in this and
all issues, and it is important that manuscript
should contain the writing on one side of the paper

only,
: * * * *

We have drawn atteation to the fact that the change-
over may possibly allect the distribution on this
aeeasion. District  Secretaries  and  others  re-
spemsible for local distribution should  immedinely
notifv Mr, Pealie, the * Customs Journal 7 Secre-
tary, of any mistake, or alteration necessary, in the
despateh of the Journal, in order that further sup-
plis niay be carvectly sent out.

Customs Journal

Terms of Subscription
Pavable in advance
To readers not eligible for Membership
of the Associations,
one copy H/- per annum, post free.
Back Numbers, single copies, post free K,

Letters and matter for publication should le
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Editor, 91 Tressillian Road, Breckley,
London. S.E.4

All conmunications relative to the supply of copies
of this paser should be addressed to - :
Secretary, Mr, H. B. PEAKE,

66 Knowles Hill Crescent.

Lewisham, London, S.E.13

to whom all remittances should be made payable

If you are interested and wish
to alvertise in this widely circulated
Journal apply for low rates to the
Advertising Agent, 10, Gower Road,
Forest Gate, E.7
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