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The examination for promotion to I’reven-
tive Officer rapidly approaches, and probahly hy
the time these Notes appear, the names of the
candidates will be known. These gentlemen
will go through the great ordeal under somewhat
difierent circumstances than have obtained
hitherto. 1t is two vears since the last examina-
tion, and during that period the Iong-tdhmd of
scheme for pmndmg %Landard tuition has come
into being, and has had time to develop suf-
ficlently to afford every candidate opportunity
for ax.ulmcr himself of the excellent facilities
provided.

A large number of those expecting to sit
hme taken advantage of the scheme. The
students have indicated much enthusiastic
&])pl‘e(‘ iation of the study courses arranged for
themi, and there can be little doubt that pre-
paration for the fortheoming tfest is being
tackled hy the eandidates, gﬂenemll\‘ in a more
W mlunanhlse manner than ever before, Compe-
tition is sure to be keener, and there is reason
to expect that the standard will improve. There
are some people who object to any measure
having the effect of raising the standard of the
exammatmn but the majority take the view
that this would be a step in the right direction.
In any case, it seems pretty obvious that
no candidate can afford to neglect preparation
for next February. Some prospective candi-
dates have not vet enrolled for tuition under
the Association scheme, and. though this does
not necessarily mean that they are not making
full preparation, it is pointed out that, to ove
look the impor tance of the new scheme is unwise.
The safest course is to enrol, even though
private tuition is taken at the same time,

The Central Committee have realised that
difficulties regarding payment of fees might
prevent some officers from becoming pupils, and
therefore 1 am asked to state that reasonable
arrangements can  always be made in this
respect.  Any member who desives special
arrangements, particularly when taking more
than one of the courses, is assured of obtaining
h@lp‘ful consideration by applying to the Secre-
tary, Mr. Purser.

* #® * L8

Another very useful feature of the Kduca-
tional Scheme is the provision of facilities for
student« to take special intensive courses on any
subject within the Regulations. No donbt there
will be a demand for papers of this natuve
during the spell between the end of the course
and the commencement of the examination. The
Advanced Counrse consists, in effect, of examina-
tion papers, and when a student has completed
this course he has a good idea as to his weak
subjects, and is thus able to polish them up.

* * ® *

Part of the papers set at the recent examina-
tion for entrance to the A P.O. Grade are
printed in this issue. They show a decided im-
provement on the pre-war test, hut are generally
regarded as still too elementary.

Complaint is made that there is practically
no difference in the type of guestions set, com-
pared with the reconstruction examinations.
“wm(* however, this examination deals with
pormal recruitment, the true comparison is with
that tvpe of examination up to 1914, when
normal recruitment was last in full operation.
Judged from this standard the value of the
in,j:rm ement can he more accurately assessed.,

Information as to the number who took the
examination is not available at present, hut it
is prohable there were not more than 400, As
far as can he ascertained, a good number of the
candidates were fresh from school, and were
likely to force the pace at the written test at
least.

» » * *

The rvesult of the great chess match, referred
to in thc prey 1()u<~ issue, 2071 for ** The
Rest Tnuland and, “for the (1\'11 Service,
2101, ’]'lw Nervice is (,mte pleased ahout it in
spite of the defeat.

bt will interest members to know that though
the Waterguard was represented by only two
plavers. one of them, Mr. W. E. Standring, won
his game.

::J

¥ # # ¥

Waterguard members seem to be gradualiy
coming to realise the existence of the Sugges-
tions Comrmittee,  Severa individual sugg
tions have come along lately from cur members.
Recently a xuggeﬁtmn for a coloured duplicate

=
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siip In the Duty Receipt Book has heen adopted.
The usefulness of this will he apparent to all
who handle these books. The suggestion was
submitted by Mr. H. E. Fry, Asst. Preventive
Officer. 4

I hear of another suggestion to he submitted
in due course by a Waterguard Officer, which
alms  at malking a somewhat revolutionary
change in departmental practice

* * * #

The first Annual Dinner of the London
Waterguard Cricket Club (South Side) was an
ungualified success. Eighty-four persons sat
down, and at the dance which followed, there
were over 230 present.

Mr., C. E. Egan, in the chair, conducted
operations in his usual inimitable style. The
attendance of Mr. J. Connaway, M.B.E., whose
function on this occasion was to present the
sports prizes, was much appreciated,

Everyone had an enjovable evening, and the
Club is to be congratulated on the outcome of
the venture. It should be remembered, how-
ever, that good support was forthe oming from
the North Side € lub, and it is hoped that there
will e reciprocity when the North Side hold
their own first Annual Dinner in the early part
of next year.

These social affairs are not arranged without
a great deal of labour on the part of the pro-
moters, and members should display a willing-
ness  to co-operate by attending “henevel
possible. Movements of this nature are all for
the ultimate good of the Department.

- * * *

The articles on Small Port work, countributed
by ““ Vagrheth,” have been so w ell appreciated
that one cannot help hoping his example will
inspire others to contribute to the ¢ Journal ”’
columns.  Many officers are making a point of
keeping the Small Port articles hy them for
reference purposes.

* + E *

Arrangements for an Executive Meeting ave
now in progress, and a date in the last week of
November will probably be fixed.  Some very
knotty problems have to he tackled, and not the
least important is the framing of proposals for
revision of the method of promotion to the
C.P.0. Grade. 1nstructions were given at the
last Council Meeting that a competitive written
test should be introduced and that a scheme
on these lines should be submitted to the mem-
bership for approval.

Tt is hoped that a Waterguard Sectional
Committee Meeting will be possible to fit in with
the datc of the Executive Meeting. The result
of the Annual Leave and Seizure Award nego-
tiations are anxiously awaited.

* * - *

The cost-of-living figure for October is 67,
an increase of two points over the previous
month. Since the last revision of honus the
increase has heen slow and steady, hut not so

steep as for the corresponding period last year.
1f the present tendency continues there is a
prospect of a small increase in the honus at
next revision,

J. MERRON.

e S e

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION.
SWANSEA.

The annual meeting was held on Friday,
October 21st, at the ‘“ Market Café,” Sw ansea,
Mr. P. Ould occupied the chair.

The principal husiness of the cvening was
the election of officials, the result bomcr as
follows :—

Chairman.—Alr. Powell, P.0O., Port Talbot.

Vice-Chairman.—Mr, J. R. Combc wr, P.O.,
Swansea.

iLocal Organiser.—Mr. Bottel, P.0O., Swansea.

Local Secretary.—Mr. Knapton, A.P.O.,
Swansea.

“Customs  Journal 77 Correspondent.—2Air,
B. J. Burge, P.Q., Swansea.

Whitley  Council Representatives.—Messrs.
\](‘hn‘lne\' P.O., White and Colburn,
AP.Os

Local nmttcrs discussed were those affecting
deck cargoes, A.P.O.'s leave, and salary.

COUNCIL ELECTION.

SOUTH WALES DISTRICT.

entlemen,—

Having been nominated for the Council
Flection (A.P.O. Grade), 1 take this oppor-
tunity  of canvassing vour votes. You have
already heen informed of my ideas re wage
ctaim through the medium of the ¢ Journai.”
In other directions [ believe in progression.
should vou elect me, however, my own ideas
will he of secondary consideration to your wishes,
as | believe in evervy Association official carrying
out, as far as 1is possible, the wishes of the
members.  In the event of election 1 will there-
fore endeavour to be—Your obedient Servant,

E. T. SANDFORD.

P

FITTING.

I heard a good story the other day ahout a
Gentile who invited four friends to his golden
\'-;eddi‘w a Welshman, a Scot, an Trishman and

v Jew. The Welshman hrought a packet of gold-
tlp ed cigarettes, the Scot lnou;_,ht a fountain
pen with a gold nib, and the Irishman a gold-
fish in a howl.

The remaining {riend brought his friend
Mr. Goldherg.
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PARILIANMIIENTT.

By “ CARACTACUS.”

XI1.—CONCLUSION.

We have, then, a system of government un-
equalled throughout the world, either in the
present or the past, so far as we ean determine,
m its capacity for equable conduct of a nation’s
affairs:  an institution  without which  ihis
vnuntl'y would not be England, and which is
revered by the people of every country in the
world. 1t is a system which is far nearer to
perfection than is any other, heing founded
upon the best principles that were in every state
svstem throughout known history.  Yet it is still
miperfect, and in the very nature of things
must always he a shade oui of date. Ferein
lies one of its wealknesses.  In these days of swift
developnients, which  change  the very founda-
tions of the industry and commerce by whicl
we Hive, with rapid dislocations of emplovment
and the social order, we need to develop our
system so let it shall he less cumbersome, more
mobile and elastic; we must remember that our
proverbial British phlegm may become a very
present danger.  TUnder the constitution as il
exists to- (Ll\ a Mussolini may arise, and, once
having  sec wred o majority, which is seldom
indicative of public opinion and oflen not even
of a majority vote, may establish a dictatorship,
which, having regard to the inherent traits of
British character, wounld be disastrous, whether
it he Communist or the other extreme. We
need, in the same way, to guard against the
very real tendency to highly centralised aute-
ratic rule.  Already we see that neither local
:111L}1<=1‘itivs, nor the electors who send them
there, can excercise very much disuvtiun and
that \Hll not suit the hook of a people who show
an ever-rising intelligent interest in local us
well as national politics. Indeed, to speak of
local authorities at all in these days is almost
a misnomer.

Ag to polities, John Citizen is so Tmpressed
with the audacity of the lies and misrepresen-
tations that are bhandied from all sides, the
spectons  promises  and  the equally  specious
excuses, and it is so obvious that politics merely
make a career, that a large and increasing
number of him regard the average politician as
a master hypocrite. 1t seems significant that
Chambers' deseribes a politician as ** a man of
artifice and cunning.””  We can scarcely wonder
that the polls are not true tests of public
opinion, nor that elections are won and lost on
the appeal which propaganda—which generalls
means lies—has for the psycehology of L]mt great
wass of voters who vaecillate in their }mlltl( al
allegiance, who, n short, know not whom to
trust.  How can we have real stability under
such conditions”  We can scarcely blame the
Communist for his helief that  constitutional
means of change arve non-effective, althongh he
goes to unreasonable extremes. '

Above all, we must never lose sight of the
fact, as we arve apt to do to-day, that the husi-
ness of a central government is  to direct
national affairs and only to guide local ones.
Legislation, particularly in social and industrial
matters, should as far as possible be permissive,
and the compulsory element should only obtrude
when absolutely necessary. The wman in the
street can be appealed to through his good sense
and fairmindedness, while he detests, with every
fibre of his being, prohibitions and fiat alike. 1t
is in the nature of us all to secretly defy the
one and to circumvent the other.

There is a growing discontent among the
clectors with things as thev are. The elector
seos that, however he votes, things are done
of which he wants none, while the reforms and
changes he desires are avoided with excuses, or
shelved, the while his attention is distracted
from the real issues by Press attacks on the
wicked wanton wastrels of the Civil Service,
and how thev take an out-size in vests, and do
nothing but sit in Whitehall offices, sipping
afternoon cups of tea to the accompaniment of
almost audible glad-eves from the comely yvoung
damsels who type.  Kither that or some similar
clap-trap. There is, to-day, none of the earnest-
ness which marked the politics, if such they
could he called, of the Middle Ages and hefore.
In those times, even the common people had
some conception  of the importance of wise
covernment.,  But the old earnestness of the
governing class gave place first to a «desire for
power, and finally to rhetoric and competition
for place and position.  Rhetoriec can never
beget prosperity, and it is a very welcome sign
that we are now heginning to ve-ahsorb an idea
of the vital character of the principles of
covernment.  We are passing through a very
1mtl time indeed just now, vet the misery and
hopelessness which iy mmlmnt throughout large
sections of the (()11)1r|11111t), the tightened purse-
strings of that middle class which s still the
backbone of the country, will have one good
effect.  They will stimulate, as similar periods
in the past have done, a demand to get things
done, for reforms long overdue, and will beget
that political interest which is of such urgent
necessity to-day. The whiter the heat of political
controversy, the greater the good which is likely
to accrue to the nation, providing always, and
anything else 1s unthinkable, that the English-
man does not lose his traditional sanity.

We are passing through a crisis which
coincides with a period wherein we arve on the
threshold of vast changes in civilisation whose
magnitude is hevond our present conception,
changes of which wireless and 200-miles-per-hour
motor cars and aeroplanes are merely fore-
runners,  With the world in sight of the limit
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of its possible development, there will ke a race,
if it is not already on, for cconomic supremaey,
and the nation which is not keenly and zestiully
alive, awake, will be left Behiind to face con-
ditions worse Lhan any we have vet experienced,
for the pressurve of life grows day by day, and
musk continue to grow.

y

Pessinistic? Not a bit of it! That kind of
optimism which refuses to {ace rvealities more
traly merits the name of pessimiso, This n(ni(m
sh»w stgns of realising, more than any other
people, 3uxi how »txmmmwl\' we will lmx(- o
struggle to avold submersion,  If that is pessi-
misnt it ts welcome, for we shall stand semne
chance of consolidating our lmpm- and pro-
moting its complete cronomic independence,

Another enconraging sign is the demund of
working men for a share in the management of
and responsibility for indust Nothing could
he lultm' The time is long past when these
eould be the legitimate sphere of the employer
alone, and the latter is himself heginning to
realive the oneness of his intevest with that of
the emplayee,  Co-operation is the ideal in ths
direction, but fair division of profits will pay
the emplover best in the long ven, while the
working man, having real Imowledge of the
capacity of fris industry, will cease, in his own
interest, 1o press anmmbh\ demands. and the
nation will gain seeurity.  The one thing which
would prevent sueh  a state of things from
oming about is repressive legislation with all
the hitterness it would engender. Lot ns for-
ventle hope that soeh legislation will not he
attempted in the future, that such legislation
of that kind as ix now on the Statute Tool will
quickly be abated, and that xerious attempts
will he mnde to promote goodwill and fair-
mindedness hetween  what are  tow, unncecos
sivvily, opposing forces.

We have o fine governmental machine which
5 capable of being the foundation of a hetter.
IE can be adapted to suit any possible set of
cireumstances Intelligently  handled, stoked
with that fire of patriotism “hnh prits tmtumal
need firet and personal gain sec rmd of whieh
the Fnglishman has agam and again proved
himselt capable, we ean show the world that we
are uof de 'mawnt Is 1t avrogant to say so?
Perhaps it sy hut T am convineed that ounr
destiny is just what we choose to make it. 1t
is im our own hands, and with the will to do,
we still have a great future hefore us.

e

BACK TO THE LAND.

A negro passenger in the steerage, who was
very seasick, was bantered by his friend as heing
a landlabber, '

© Dat’s correet,” said the mal-de-mer vietim
weakly, ** Dey ain't no ahgxmon‘r dere.  Alvs

‘1 Lmdluh er an Al's jey” findin’ out how much
v lubs it

THE. ENTRANTS’ EXAMINATION

Some questions set at Hm recent examination

for entrance to the AP0, Grade.
GEOGRAPHY.
1 hour.

Answer any  {rae gquestions. Only four
answers will he valued. Al the gquestions carry
equal marks. Give up the map separately from
vour answer form, whether you use 1t or not.

Time allowed,

L—On the accompanying map of the world
name  (without showing houndaviesy  Indin,
Mexico, France, Nata 1, Nuanie the Andes, Hocky
Mountains, the Rivers 8t. Lawrence and Nile.
Indicate two  alternati routes  front Great
Rritam Lo Hong Kong (China).

9.—A man huvs a new outfit--soft felt hat,
suit, hoots, socks, cotten shirt, linen collar, md

il tio—which is gunranteed of home manndne
Lmn; that is to sy, made in Great Breitain ov
Novthern  Trelhinul, Nato a probable town of
nanulacture of each article, and o probable
place of arigin of the raw material,

d—bBeserihe  any  fwoe of  the  following
iumv.o s, stating the position aud charncter of
the place of [lmtmuu-n in each eane
London to lsle of Man,
Neweastle to Blackponk
\rm‘h.mmmn Lo Searhorongh,
Glasgow to Skyve.

4,—Name fira linporiant sources of meat, and
fien of sugar, outside the British fstes. In ench
vase deseribe briefly the generat character of the
rogion in which the commodity is produced.

5. Name the chiel building materialz used
in this H)il!lt]‘}' far the walls and roofs of ()

large  public huildings, (b) of working-class
houses in towns, and give a possible place of
orizin for each of the materials you mention,

6. —Deseribe  acceurately  the position, and
ascecount for the importance, of any four of the
following —Aden, New  York, Bnmnwlmm
Dombay, Cardiff, Dublin, Tdink mgqh

T—Puoint out the most striking contrasts
hetween the lfe and surroundings nf tlw people
in the place in which you Hve (which nust be
named) and that of the people in either (a)
dapan or (b)Y the Gold Coast (West .~\ﬁ‘ri(*n'}‘

* * & *

ENGLISH.
Time allowed, 1 hour.

Select one of the following  subjects and
nuwmber it on your answer formn as it s nome
hered here.  Your work on only one subjeet will
e valued,

1.—A friend of yours has written Lo you
mg he spent last Saturday afternoon at the
and describing how much more cnjoy-
ment he thinks is to be got out of this than by
watehing o foothall mateh,  Write his letter
and write also a reply expressing a preference
for watching foothall, and giving vour reasons,
se f&zhtmm [IEIIEN
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2~Liive a deseription of any  continuous
streteh of British  coast with which you ave
familiar,

Be—Give an account of the muost Interesting
story of adveniure in a foreign land which you
have read.

* 3 *

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE.
Tinte atlowed, 1 hour.

Thies gnestions,  and  no more, are Lo he
ati ~mm<v1. Al the questions carry equal warls,

In assigniog marks, attention will he pand
to the aceuracy, clearness, aud orderly arrange-
ment of your answers,

1.—-8tate brietly how yvou think you would
distinguish between the Tollowing if vou met
thew in Lthe stroet s an American, a Frenching m,
a German, a Hinduw, a North American Indian,
a West Afrwan Negro,

2. —What precautions would you take In
tryitg to rescuc a person in danger of drowning?
How would vou endeavour to revive a person
who was  taken from  the water appuarvently
drowned ?

3o—Beserihe how a conerete road is made.
W hut are the advantages nnd drawhacks of such
ronds ¥

Cdods ericket a o hetter game than feothall?
Give reasons for your opinion,

S-What is the purpoge of a fuse on an
clectrie highting civenit?  OF what does such a
fuse cousist? How would von replace one that
had blown?

G-—Say why you agree or disagree with the

snggesiion to rase the minimam school-fenving
age to fifteen.

T —Cl mow three of the following persons and
say briefly why they are well Lnown: Mr,
Howard Baler, Lord B arghley, Mr. Winston
Churchill, Sir Alan Cobham, Sir Walford Davies,
General I_mtaog\, Sir Oliver  Lodge, Sagmu‘
AMussolini, Mr. J. H. Thomas, ) '

Colleagnes and friends of Mr. G0 W, Gotts,
P.O., Ramsgate, will be grieved to learn of the
death of his wite, Mrs, Golts passed away on
October 168h, after a serious illness lasting ahout
six months, the result of an aceident.

The funeral took place on Wednesday,
October 19th. at Rumsgate Cemetory, the inter-
ment heing preceded b\ a choral service at St.
George's € Chureh,

The Service was represented by a number of

Gotts’ colleagues, )

A VISIT (WITHOUT O.T..

By Iﬂ{i'l' "

A few weeks ago I found myself in the
vieinity of Fenchurch Street, and It struck me
that | was somewhere near the Association Office.
I was on leave from a small onbport wheve
Associntion news is rather searce, and | thought
it would be a good opportunity ilo get posted
up tnoall the Tatest news,

To use the style of P . Wodehouse, L
staggered down Mark Lane and crossed the mmis
where 1 found Water Lane. Being a ifroth-
Blower, | knew of the close relationslip between
beer and water these days, and .mllmwd that
Boer Tane could not be very far away.

I was quite right—it was the next turning.

My next business was to find the office and
the General Seerctary, which 1 did with very
little difficulty

I was amazed at the welcome extended to me
when I introduced myself, and at the interest
taken in an individual member of the Associa-
tion. 1 was made comfortable in the office, and
over a pipe or two all the latest events were
recounted to me. My, Powell popped in and
greeted me like a long-lost brother, yet I doubt
whether he had ever heard my name before.
When [ left, after a very long chat, | was asked
to be sure to eall again when 1 nest visit London.

To say that 1 was astounded is mild. So
Learty was my welcome that 1 felt when I left
that my 63, 6d. per quarier was the means of
Iwe]mw the Association going. and that us chaps
in the outports were the mainstay of 1t. My,
Merron assured ine that officers }mm outport:
and secluded spots arve always doubly welcome,
as thm .mnotn;w\ get the den that they are
neglected, This is not the case at H.Q., at any
vate, 1 am sure of that. 1 can heartily recon:-
mend a visit to Beer Lane by any officer visiting
that way who feels that he is neglected, and
am sure that he will feel the same as mys
about the Assoviation when he leaves, and that’s
that. Although you wmay Jack Association news
through vour District Secretary, you are nct
fuwotlcn by H.Q., and your mem‘mm}np ant
interest are as essentiul to the Association cn
anybody's,  If anyone is thinking of visiting
Beer Lane, | might mention that it is as w Qi
to drop a posteard to Mr. Merron to avoid «
disappointment.

CUSTOMS FUND.

The recent ballot for Auditor to the Customs
FPund  has resulled in the election of 3Air.
Fredevick ¢, Perkins,
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A GREAT BIG SHAME.

By L ()\I)()\I*R v

As 1 climbed to the top of my homeward-
bound tram one evening not so l(mL, ago, took
out my pipe, filled and lghted it, in the calm
and s ‘Itl%t(l(tﬂl' assurance that life had, for me
at least, sowe shave of peace and guiet after a
strenuons dav at the doeks, 1 began to ponder
on the slrangeness, nay, | might even say the
fearfulness, of that everlasting problens, the
cusseduoss of things 7' in general.  Now, io
sote people this cussedness is a sheer delight,
for there is nothing in all the world these peop lc
like so much as to he forever up against diffi-
culties, seattering  obstacles to the right and
left, and, after many a rough and tunible with
adversity, to come up “ smiling after all)”’” and,
meeting a  friend, pant out, with feverish
breathlossness, *© Well, that's that! "

I was thinking along these lines, going over
in my mind again the many obstacles that 1 had
encountered duaring the day just past, of how
nuany times Contrariness had heaten me, aod,
conversely, of how many times 1 had had
Adve :)t\" “ whacked {o the wide,” the tram
turehing and lumbering along the while, when
I became conscious of a Spivit of Disquict
coming to anchor on the seat heside e,

COFosay iv's a shame)” the Spirvit declared,
don't you reckon so, mate¥

I glanced at this element of disturhauvee that
had dared to thus rudely upset my mental
repose, and, not being in any mood for argu-
ment, wishing to be at peace with all the world,
and anxious Lo please, | said, with as much
commiseration as | could command, “ Yes, it is
a shume, old friend, hut what's the rowd

“This,” he said, holding ont a small slip of
hive paper with o few words printed above
pencilled signature.

SLJust vou o Fancey,” hie continued, © Two
pounds, four and six, two ;mun(lx‘ four an— "’
Just then the tram stopped with a lurch, and
the stip of paper fell from his fingers to the
Hoor.

COb, Lort lnmuny D he sard,  Donct fose

it mare, Ws adl Pve gob left For my two pounds,
fonr an’ s’

“Bat, my dear old thing, what's wroeng with
two pounds, four an’ six® 77 1 said. ** Have vou
lost this sum of money anywhere® ™

* No,"' he said, *f but Pve just paid out two
pounds, four an—-— Oh, Ity 0 shame, that's

November —3L1! 1<37:

what it is, and this is all Pve got o show for
i, holding up the aforementioned blue slip.

< What,

»

< But § don't understand,” said 1L
didd vou buy something with this money??

*Buy something! 7 he groaned. * Buy
somoething! O, I ean see vou don't under-
stand.”” .

SO eonrse 1 don't wnderstand]” saad 1L

SO0h, all oean say is that s o great hig
shame,” he continued.

“Yes, " said boagain, anxions to please Tim,

H o hig shame, but T don™t see how 1 can
help vou, iF 1 don't know what it is all abont.”

S Who asked voun Lo help me, anyway? " he
snapped tand then, o a hurried but conciliatory
‘umv, “Pmeosorry, mate, Dodidn’t omean to he
rude to vou,”’

Shat's ol might, old friend” T Sud,
getting interested in this strange being.

AN vight " he said, 2 P el you all
ahaut it And he hegan Lo tell the following
story, new for the monent, but ever okl

St owas Hike this)” he went on, 2 ve just
cote bome from Soonth Atrica, and have paid
oft down at the Dock, from o ship ealled the
*Fairey \nn o Before T went on this irip, wy
hmthm»ml as  dives  at Benfleet,  near
.mthvn{l ask u«i e to bring ]mn hote a stick

yohard, when T eame back, and, Like all sailors,
I wanted to do hine o good turn, and 1 brought
him five sticks, a pound altogether,™

But what's a stick o' . . .7 L began., |
heard him mutior bBelween his teeth, and then
fre satd alond, A stick o hard 15 a plug o
havev, and P hrought five of "enm, vou see# 7’

S ¥es) b see so far” 1 osaid, Lot vou didn't
steal them or anvthing Hke that, L sappose? 7

omteal et Well, 1 hke that”
fully remarked, @ No.
bonght and paid for.”

SOWellT said 1 Y0 vou dide’t steal them,
but bonght and  paid for them inoa proper

he seorn-
they were mine ail right,

nanner, where does the shame come n?
*Why, bless vour heart,” le said, “ what a
grecnhnrn you ave,”’
SWhar what's wrong with me® 70 1 sawd.
CCan’t you do what yvou like when you come
heoe from foreign paris to your own coundry ¥ ™’

s

o Not oso Hkelv, yvou ean’t)” he said, 1
reckon them newspapers are to blame tor ali
Lhis trouble, ever sinee they started this husi-
ness about sinugeling being  on the increase,
them Customs Officers at the docks does nntimm
Lut trip us up, where onee upon a time we could
walle about in comfort, now, when we walks
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azhove, why they runs the rule over you before
vou can sy C Blow e tight,” and there we are;
where are we? Why, they've got us, see?

“ Bur | sappose yvou had a chanee to say
that yvou had this, didn’t yeu> 7 | saud,

* Yes,” hv said, hut 1 odide’t tell them
VOu see. { had m[d thene | had 1, 1 would
have had i,o pay the duty, wouldn't 177

o But vou had to pay the duty when they
eavght you, didn't youy 7 osaud 1L
oPay the duty!

the . .0

o

7 he saad scarnfully,  pay

STwo pounds, four and-six, more Hike il

“ But why two pounds, four and six® 7 |
said.

CWell)” he said, ¢ these here Customs
Officers, 11 they once get hold of yvou and your
hacey, why it's the police station for it,”

But,"" 1 said, > they
that, can they? ™

FoCan't thev DY he said.
them a chanee like  did.”

SOBat surely,” T osadd, ¢ they ean’t go ahout
lockimg people up Just when they ke, can
they? s

can’t do a thing like

“Ron't von give

He looked at ane out of the corner of his eye,
winked, and then saad, © This was the trouble.
Look at this Teve hit o }mpmx That's a receipt
for two pounds, four and sixpence, which
amount s three tmw as mueh as the duty on
them five sticks o' hard, and three times the

e of Tem, and, fmihumme nine times as
much as 1 paid for "emn, so now von knows,  Oh,
it ain’t all honey going Lo sea. leastways not
the coming "ome part of 1L, an’ [ says it's a great
big shane”’

Just then the tram stopped, avd 1 found
that 16 was time for me to leave, »o 1 said to
my campanion,  Cheer wp, old an, hetter
luek nexe time.””

© There win't a going to be no next time, for
wme, at any rate. Two pouands, four and six,
o—h, its o great big shame. Goo'night, mate.)’

TOPSY TURVY.

;
There emorged the other day from an Rast
I polive court o dismal and slightly battered
Fle was hailed by a bestander. < "Ello
Bill, you l:w! fed up.”’

“Noow mulm said Bill. ** fafe am't Calf

«u‘d it ain’t.
“How's that® 7’
“Well, think of this. Tunney gets £200,000
and I'm fined thirty beb, botlr for doing the
same thing.” B.J.B.

“ELLAN VANNIN.

The tste of Man aliraeis many thousands of
vizttors to itz shoves cach year, and those who
onee pay @ visit, invarinbly return,  The attrae
tions ave so varied, the scenery so delightful,
snd the climatie conditions so nearly ‘1;>}>vo(uh-
ing the ideal, that vne can guite wnderstand the
popufarity  of the {slund,  The wonder s,
indeced, that many thousands more do not make
the erossing.

Fast vessels leave
during the scason,

Tiverpool twice a day
and thoe sail across, nsinally
taking 33 hours, is generally a happy omen of
the joys o come.  When the glorious Bay of
flouglas opens up to view, one s tnmediately
enchanted, and  the jovful spirit of holiday-
making enters into ene’s being.

The attractions  of  the sland  are  so
numerous, and each  and every faste so woll
catered for, that no individual would feel out
of his or her elenment when spending o holiday
there. To those whose (nstes sway them towards
wolfing.,  tramping, m‘innuimr or fishing, no
hetter spot eonld be found in “which to mdul‘ro
their appetites.

What of the 'm\' itfe of Douglasy The three-
mite front of swnting bonnie lasses ¥ The Palace,
the Villa Marma, and other dancing halls, with
the merry throng, tripping the light fantastic
toe to the inspiration of divine music, or,
promenading, wiih alw avs the prospect of an
adventure as the sequence? What of 2 |
fenve you Lo find ouat for yourselves when you
make that long-deferved voyage,

A now industry has started on the island, or
vather, an old one has Leen revived, which is
proving a great attraction to visitors. I refer
to the berring fishing which is being prosecuted
off the western shores. Hundreds of steam and
motor drifters from  Scotlond,  England  and
lreland connmence fishing in June and continue
opetations vutil September.  The night's cateh
of herring is ta m}vd at Peel, Part St Mary, and
Louglas, where bundrads of Beoteh and Irish
girls are stationed, who clean, pickle and barrel
the berring for the continental market.,

1L b agrandd sight to stand on the Headlands
at Peel early in the morning  and watceh the
drifters making the harbour. From the different
points of the compass within our view are
vessels, all under full steam and converging on
the harbonr. On walking to the pier, one fnds
them ehasing each ather i, and mooring head
on 1o the hreakwater ready to land their haul.
In half-sn-hour the scene is one of bustle and
the place a vegulur hive of industry.  Salesmen
selling the fish.  Buyvers Im/\"ing them, and
carters carting them away as they are landed,
to the various curing .statmns where the girls
are in readiness to commence their arduous toil.

The silvery fish in their thousands are piled
in troughs in front of the girls, who immediately
set to their task. They sing and chatter all the
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time, but they work. One is absolutely
Fascinated with the speed and dexterity with
which they wield their kaives. When an extra
lavge eateh has heen made, these girls will be
found working at the sanie speed, late mte the
night, hut still they sing. A erowd of visitors
may always be seen gathered round the givls,
unable to withdraw themselves from the fascina-
tion of these bright, {lushing knives.

Two yvears ago this industey was non- existent
in the island. This year fully 20,000 harrvels of
cured herring have been c.xpultvd to the Con-
tinent and America. Needless to say, this hrings
additional work to the officers of the Depart-
ment.

When the holiday is over and one is steaming
out from Bouglas Pier, a sigh of regret cannct
he restrained, and a lmwm'm;‘ gaze is bent on
the shore until the island begins to recede into
the distance,

Shonld one leave Douglas at night, when {the
tllaminations of a myriad eoloured hights are
cuthning the front and huildiogs and the island
in the bay, one frels that one is leaving fairvland
hehind and proceeding to the mundane affairs
of our own prosaic spheve.

On returning to duty, feeling invigorated
and {it to cope with the wilvest of smugglers or
the most intrieate ambiguity of C.C., Vol. L.
one Tmmediately turas up the leave scheme to
find how soon one may return to ¢ Ellan
Vannin.'”” APA.

SMUGGLING AT ISOLATED PLACES.

“ By JOVE.?”

1t 1»\ 10'1&\111‘1;1;“ to know that there is such
a number of publicespivited citizens in our midst
who take a lively interest in everything asso-
ciated with the safety of the revenue and who,
with praiseworthy zeal) contribute regularly to
the public Press pomtmg out the (Lm;zor to
to which it is exposed hy the illicit exploits of
the wily smuggler, whose lack of diserimination
18 surprising—due apparently to an imperfect
knowledge of the tariff—seeing that he fre-
quently includes amongst his ill-gotten goods
many things which have, so far, escaped the
attention of the Chancellor of the Kxchequer.

Reports referring to smuggling are becoming
a popular feature of the daily Press, so much so,
indeed, that it would appear as if the wiiy
smuggﬁler is gradually al&ing the place hitherto
held with such distinetion by t]m equally wily
and illusive sea serpent.

The modern smuggler appears to confine his
activities mostly to what is referred 1o as
isolated places on the seuth coast,”” ax if sueh

places huve suddenly sprung into being or as it

) t!}(zw is really any Feason why they should now

be regarded as bappy hunting grounds for
smugglers any more Lhan they should have been
during the last twenty years or wore. The fact
is that at any of those places you can get any
Lind of news referring to smuggling yvou want.
There is no difficuity onee vou convey Lhe hrand
vou rerquire: and, particularly i you lake or
pretend to iake unotes, the supply will always
meet the demand.

1 know from experience how fishermen, boat-
nien, cle., can spin a ¢ garn 7 for the benefit
of o stranger, particnlurly it they take him to
be a pewspaper veporter ; bat if vou explain that
vou are an official, it is remarkable how the leg-
pulling immediately ceases. In almost any little
group of fishermen, hoatmen, ete., especially if
they are whiling away an idle hour, you will
find one nore or less expert at lelling the tale)”
and if you ean manage to waneuvre him just a
little way from the *‘andience,”” but \\'ithin
their hearing; when he is ““well away,” if ¢
the proper moment yvou suddenly whip muud
vou will be pleased to mmu\ n'mn their prrgs»
sions how well they ave enjoying the ** turn.

Some 01“ the varns recently dished np are too
wealk to he of interest to readers of this paper.
Most. small places have their smugglers’ eaves
which may have been used and usefnl in the (Lns
of the caveman.  Who has not heard of tiie
unsuspicious and unsuspecting Cnstoms Oficer
~—reilly an mtm esting specimen—who has been
done hrown by the wily passenger or seamau,
and assisted hin unwitlingly to carry away un’
declared cigars, spirits, M”s, ele.?

Such stories arve vather cheap, one would
imagine, to obtain such nfmmlemu as they do
in the eolumns of POy )Uldl dailies.” They have
a peculiar appeal and form part of the stoek in
trade of every aspiring entertainer. Theyv are
always poputar, independently as  to whether
they ave told in the drawing-room of 2 stately
mansion or in the tap-reom of a public -house.
Then there are the mysterions lights seen away
out at sea (they are always " mysterions 7)), as
if it would not really bhe diffienlt to gaze in that
direction almost any night, at any place=—not
even excluding an isolated place—and not
observe lights of ono kind or ancther. 1t wmay
he admitted that Hghts observed seawards ut
night have a setting move or less weird, and
naturally appear mysterious to those who do not
understand them,

The powers-that-be are no doubt swmitably
grateful to those voluntury coast watchers, and
although they have not succeeded in discovering
anything of a definite nature so far, it is to be
hoped that this will not deter them from con-
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tinuing to keep a sharp look-out for the wily
smuggler in lonely and isolated parts of the
coast.

————

The name and address of the writer (not
necessarily for publication) should be given
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no
responsibility for the views expressed.

CUSTOMS FUND.

Sir,—Will vou kindly allow me the privilege
of expressing through vour columns my thanks
to the large nunmbher of  subseribers to the
Customs FFund who cast their votes in my favour
m the recent election to {ill the vacant post of
Auditor.

I appreciate the honour conferred upon me
in being selected as an Auditor, and hope to
serve the lrund subseribers to their complete
sutisfaction in the course of my new duties.—
Yours, cte.,

FREDERICK G. PERKINS.
< - -

EX-SERVICE.

Sir,—As | believe | am the only 1923 entrant
on the Executive Committee, T would like to
reply to the letters hy ©* AKF. and K. &7
which have appeared in recent issues of the
f Journall”’

TLet me first say that, existing on the same
pay as Messrs. ALK, and K8, | am in full
svipathy with the cause which has prompted
their letters, but 1 do feel that the means they
suggest to attain their ends is entirely wrong.

Personally 1 am  satisfied that, were |
adequately paid as a Waterguard Officer, 1 could
afford to forget that 1 am an ex-Service man,
and furthermore, nine years after the Armistice,
that argument has lost its value so much that
it 1s capable of being considered the ONLY con-
tention one can make for increased pay.

Already ex-Service-ism has caused enough
. o S
Vitter controversy within our Association, and

"

we are well aware that even with ¢ Age Pay
Waterguard Officers are underpaid for the
nature of the duties they perform.

Why, then, use the time and organisation
of the Association in fighting a claim which,
even if successful, would only raise the standard
of one section, to that of another, which the
majority already consider to he too low?

Liet us strive together for sufficient remunera-
tion for the position we hold and the work we
perform. We have sound enough a case without
recourse to our war-titme activities; these latter
we can treasure as memories and use as rephies
tu the guestion: ** What did yvou do in the Great
War, Daddy? "—Yours, etc.,

S. KK Do BALL,
Councillor,; A.P.O. Grade,
3.C. Area.

<+~ - -

Nir,—Having read remarks by “ A K. F.” and
SRS in the “Journal)” it has moved e
greatly to endeavour to make a reply of some
sort.

“KLS. remarks that the letter hy “AE.F.”
of the 8th inst. is most opportune, he also
wonders at the difference In wages bhetween
earlier ex-Service entrants and 1923 entrants,
and considers it unjust. | quite agree that our
wage does not compare very well with that of
most Civil Service Grades; but of all the letters
I have read | have never noticed any remarks
regarding hetter conditions of pay where the
Boy Messenger entering after 1921 was included,
Does it not seem more unjust if you compare
the earlier ex-Service entrant with the Boy
Messenger ?

Roughly speaking, the Boy Messenger, after
serving three vears in a Custom House, which
is practically an apprenticeship, enters the
Waterguard at the same time as some ex-Service
men, who themselves were prepared for various
other stations in life. They started complaining
the minute they entered the Service, and of
course received more remuneration and better
seniority, but still they keep grumbling, hut
only for themselves. The Boy Messenger never
makes a complaint, and of course nobody thinks
of his case,

In short, the point that T wish to bring to
evervhody’s notice is: 1 would like to sce the
ex-Service men turn less selfish.

We want a  better scale of salary for the
Waterguard as one body, not for one party. We
are all Waterguard Officers, and as such en-
titled to the same rate of wages according to
our actual service,—Yours, ete.,

EX-BOY MESSENGER.
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LONDON SOUTH SIDE CRICKET
CLUB.

DINNER AND DANCE.

The first Annual BDinner and Dance of the
London South Side Cricket Club, at the New
Cross Palais de Danse, on October 26th, has been
unanimously veted a splendid suceess.

The President and Scercetary have received
many expressions of praise and admiration for
the work of organisation which could have
resulted in such a smooth-running and enjoyable
evening,

Preceding the loval toasts the guests stood
for a moment as an expression of svinpathy with
Her Majesty the Queen in the recent loss of her
hrother, the Marquis of Cambridge.

In giving the toast of the Cricket Club, Mr,
. K. £gan, the Chairman of the evening, re-
marked upon  the difficulties that had been
experienced in the past in London in organising
cricket or other sports clubs. The inception of
the present Club was a move hoth daring and
risky.  The originators of the movement were,
however, determined to have a club, and it
spoke much for their tenacity of purpose that
their efforts had been crowned with success,
The request that he should be the first President
had come as a great surprise, for at the time
he had had no 1dea that they had got so far
with  arvangements. However, after a little
conversation he consented, and  subsequently
found the Conmittee both energetic and deter-
nined.  They had entered heart and soul into
the work, and he congratulated them on the
succoess that had been theirs. He hoped the Club
would continue to go forward, and said it was
Lthe proudest moment of his life to have taken
the chair on this, the first Annual Dinner of the
Club.

Mr. Eldridge, the Hon. Secrelary, replied for
the Club, and cchoed the feelings of the men-
heis when he said they were extremely luckiy
to have Mr. Egan as President.

Not the least important item of the evening
was the presentation of the prizes. Mr. J. W,
Connaway, Waterguard Superintendent, was
present, and in the course of his remarks said
that he hoped to see the good work of the Club
next yvear. The prizes were presented by M.
Connaway to Mr. R. G. Steers (silver-mounted
oak biscuit bharvel), for the highest score in a
single innings, and (silver cigarette case)., for
the bhest howling average for the season;
and to Mr. H. B. Peake (case of silver coffee
spoons), for the hest batling average of the
season.  The gold medal which My, Tgan had
promised to the member of the Waterguard
scoring an individual success at the ¢ and 1.
Sports was also presented to Mr. Peake,

The toast of the visitors was given by Mr.
Merron, who, with his neat compliments to the

ladies, who he held had first claim to the title
of visitors, proved that he was just as much at
home at after-dinner speaking as when sitting
at a Whitley table.

Mr. Purser replied. He felt that the Club
had carried out the principles of cricket.

Mr. Egan was supported hy Mr. Connaway,
W.S., Mr. Fleet, C.P.O., and Mrs, Fleet, Mr.
¢ Gardner, C.P.O., Mr, and Mrs. A. E. Howell,
and the officials of the Club.

The dance that followed lasted till close upon
midnight, and was most enjoyable. A fact that
was noted and appreciated was the presence of
@ number of colleagues and friends {rom the
North Side.

B o ———

CUP FOR THE CHESS CLUB.

At the Cricket Cluh BDinner at the Now Cross
Palais de Danse on October 26th, Mr. €. k.
Fean, CLP.O., Tormally presented to Mr. R T,

rudley asilver eup to be competed for annually

among the members of the Waterguard Chess
Club. My BDudley aceepted the cup on lehalf
of the Club.

This practical interest in the well-being of
the Chess Club is very much appreciated by the
menbers in different ports in Engeland, Scotland
and Wales.  We hope to reproduce a photograph
of the cup in our next issue,

CUSTOMS WATERGUARD CHESS
CLUB.

PROBLEM No. 2.

spress

/,:f%///

White to move and mate in two.

# * % *
Solution to No. 1.
(1) K—Kt6 dis + (1) K——Ktl
(2) Q—Kt7 or QB or

(1) Q—KKt1

s (1) K—R2
(2) Q—Kt7
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KENT COUNTY ASSN. CORRESPONDENCE
MATCH.

Waterguard Chess Club Opponents.
: TeaM AL

1—Mr. J. M. Mitchell (Team Capt.) v. Miss K.
E. Abrdham,* Herne Bay C.C.

2—Mr. A. Hardie v. Mr. 8. Hussian,” Rams-
gate C.C.

3—3r. F. G. Boodle v. Mr.
Rochester C.C,

4—Mr. J. Smallwood v, Prof. R. W. Genese,*
Tunbridge Wells C.C.

5—Mr. W. W, Bishop v, Mr. 0. Miles, Cran-
brook C.C.

D. AL Polley,

Team B.

1.—AMr. E. T. Sandford (Team Capt.y v. Mr.
W. B. Dixon, Canterbury C.C.

2—Mr. 8. H. Matthews v. Master J. W.
Thomas, Orpington C.C.

3—Mr! E. W. Kidman v, Mr. S, H. C. Lueas,
Lewigsham (C.C,

1My, 0. M. Williams v. My, F. M. Martin,
Sevenoaks C.C. '

5—Mr. R. K. Dudley v. Mr. W, Minter, Mar-
gate C.C,

* Viee-Presidents of K.C.C.A.
* » * *
CUP CONTEST.
Section 1-—Round 4.
Mr. W. W. Bishop, Mr. A, Hardie,

Sharpness. Ayr,
Centre Gambit.
White. Black.
1. P—EKi4 P4
2. Kt—QB3 Kt—KRB3
3. P—Qd PxP
4. QxP Kt—QB3
5. Q—Q3 Ke—QKi5
8, Q—K2 Kt—{B3
7. B—KKt5 P—03
R, Ki—KB3 B-—K2
9. Kt—Q5 £antlos
10, Castles H—K1
11. G—QB« B—KKt5
1z, P—--K5 KtxP
13, KixP KixQ
14 Kix B on R1 Bx Kt
15. Px B P
8, B—Kt1 Qx Kt
17, B—KR6 P—Kt3
%, P—KB4 O—B1
189, P—{ K3 B—OR6 4
20, K—Kt1 Kt—0Q7 4
21, Rx K¢t H—KR
22, R—K1 H xR’ mate

Section 1.

Round 2.—3r. Clark., Wevmouth,
Standring, London.

Round 4.—Mr. Hardie, Ayr, heat Mr. Bishop,
Sharpness. Mr. Clark, Weymouth, beat AMr.
Hargrove, Eastham.

Round 4.—Mr. Mitehell, Leith, heat Mr. Bishop,
Sharpness.

heat AMr,

Section 2,
Round 2.—>Mr. Sandford, Newport, bheat M,
Terry, Liverpool
Round 3.--3r. Douglas, Liverpool, draws with
Mr, Knight, Shavpness, adjudicated.

CIVIL SERVICE v. THE REST.

The playvers taking part numbered 1,016,
Civil Service lost by 2104 to 2971, Two Water-
guard Officers plaved for the Service, one of
whom won his game,

V.E. 5.

Wide apprecintion of the work of the Veen-
tional Education Committee is constantly being
shown, and the following two extracts from
letters received are typieal of many now to he
found in the V.X.C.s mail hag :—

Dear Sivr,—1 feel T must—in view of the
interest token in forwarding specimens of papers
to those not vet enrolled, and also in view of
the remarkable good value for monev—send my
compliments and thanks to your Conmmittee, and
hope that the list of successes in forthcoming
examination will be a suceess also for the V.E.S,
1 hesitate to suggest, but should like to see a
“ Special Exam, Course ”’ at an appropriate fee
for those sitting in Fehruary.—VYours, ete,

Dear Sir,—! wish to thank you very much
for reminding me to take the Advanced Course.
I was just on the verge of applying for it. It
is plain that the V.E.C. is out to do its best, and
I wish to tender my appreciation of this fact.
i will carry on, us has been suggested in the
*Journal.”? 1 am retaining the papers.
thanking you and the V.E.C. very much,-—

Again

Yours, ete.
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