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The Fditor, in the last issue, made reference
to the suggestion that District m@etmzs should
diseuss  the practicability  of arranging dor
periodical news letters or artie 19\ to he conbri-
buted to the ‘f Customs Journal 7 by District
Offcers. The idea 1s that each District should
stake a claim in the *“ Journal ”’ columns and
thus aecept a proper share of responsibility for
making our little paper an adeguate reflection
— of the opinions and ambitions of the stadf, . =

Just o moment’s consideration would con-
vince any thinking person that the gevneral
adoption of this suggestion would result in a
greatly improved “* Journal,”’ from a news point
of view, but, if the job were done conseientiously
by the Distriet Officers there would also be the
additional advantage attaching to it, that Coun-
citlors would be aforded an exeeilent means for
getting an idea of the trend oF f)p]wm) in ather
areas than their own. The value of this would
soon be apparent at Council meetings, because
it must be aduitted that lack of under standing
ketween the differcut arcas and dustricts 1s a
handicap against getting the hest out of Cone
ference discussions,

1t is true that reports of District meetings
are published, but these for the most pars are
merely brief records of resolutions ga«a‘f( tn
MANY Cases 10]}0;‘ : of mectings f i to veach the
S Journul 7oat all, Freguently it is impossible
to gain an idea us to “h\' certain resalutions
were adopted, and it is here that the proposed
svstem of  news  contributions wonld come in
useful, hecause full apprecintion of the line of
thonght in any particular Bistveiet would
made possible through the medivm of the |
trict vepresentatives themselves,

be

The stimulating effect upon the ¥Fxecutive
another point that ought not to he overiooked.
Nothing is more cncouraging thun tangible
evidence of intelligent interest on the pari of
the membership regarding the activities of the
Assocmtion between Annuad Couneil Meetines,

* % “ %*

I notice that * Vulean,” in his usnal vigorous
. has thrown s \\emht against m'gumm;er:
for a monthly © Journal.” It cvght to he muade
clear that the proposed change (\xhn v, by the
way, did not originate with the Fxecutive, as
some- people "sﬂi}?(}sf’) was not in order to effect
economy, but to produce a more ambitious pub-
Lication (k'nstinrr about the same annually as the
exisbing peviodieal. The idea has much in its
f:wom’/ but, in my opinion, it is impracticable
at the moment for several reasons.

 would not be satisfactory to ask the men-
hers to give up the fortnightly issue merely o
have o double dose of the usual material in a
single monthly issue.  Those who have put for-
ward the monthly proposal had in mind a publi-
cation  of the magazine 1vpe. Fx;:m'ienm\

indicates, however, that with a scattered, and
comparatively  small,  membership, ~mh a
Journal 7 would not he suceessful, 1t s very

doubtful that a sufficiently high standard could
be attained to compensate for what would e
a real loss to the hulk of the members if the
mid-month issue were abolished.

* £ * *

“Yulean 7 vaises another point, in connec-
tion with superannuation. He is quite correct
insaving rhdt earlier retireiment for Watergunsd
Officers 1s beyvond the purview of Depavtmental
Whitley negotintions,

The exnct situnation regavding the applics.
tion of the Prison Oficers’ scheme to the P.O.
and A.P.O. Grades is that the guestion was
officially discussed by the Association some vears
ago, and the Waterguard elaim was accepted by
the Staff Nide aof the Natiomal Council Nuper-
annuation Comniittee as part of their pro-
gramme. The reference still remains on the
a;,emrh of that Committee, but, In company with
many othet superannuation guestions, no pro-
gress has bheen made with it owing to the
attitude of the Treasury towards all schemes
involving heavy expenditure

There is not the shightest doulbt that therve
is a gond case for the application of the Prison
Officers’  scheme  to  our Department, but
evidently cireumstances are against even a good
case just now.  Anyway, the matter has passed
out of the hands of the Association, and we
must await the rvesult of ihe Superannuation
Commitree’s ondeavours.
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The letter by ** AEF." in the last issue
refers to a Liverpool resolution urging the
Executive to immediately press for © pax for
age " basis of remuneratien for the 102375
entrants. 1t should be borne in mind, however,
that the Executive bave no power to act without
instructions from the Council, and no instruc-
tions on this question were given at the last
Conference.

Another thing to be remembered is that the
case of this class of entrant has already heen
the snbject of a very tough fight, and on that
oceaston the success achieved hy the Association
was regarded as exceptional, even though full
satistaction was not obtained.

Therefore, to assume that the 192375 entrants
have been neglected, or used as n ° stepping-
stone,”’ is wrong.

There is no doubt that their civeumstances
are bad, and this is fully recognised by the
Executive, But those who took part in the nego-
tiations when the last inerease was drogged from
the Treasury must realise that it is of 1o use
to talk about ssmpathy in a wage claim in these
days,

The only forcible arguments are those proving
increased value of work., In 1924 we succeeded
in getting the last possible ounce from the
Treasury that could be got on humane grounds.

1t is a fact that the Executive are ax keen
on getting increased pay for this class of officers
as  the officers themselves, and that if the
slightest opportunity of getting anxthing for
them ariges, uo consideration of a general wage
claim wonld  prevent immediate instructions
heing sought from the Couneil.

+ » # =

The promotion of ten Departmental Classy
Clerks to the Officer Grade has caused many a
Waterguard Officer furiously to think. There is
not the slightest doubt that the most natural
recruit to the Officer Grade from within the
Service is the thoroughly trained Waterguard
Officer, possessing as he does a full and practieal
knowledge of certain regulations applicahle to
either grade.

The last has not yet heen said upon this
subject, and those memhers who have expressed
themselves so strongly can rest assured that the
Association is gquite active in the matter.

* ¥ * 3

. It s interesting to note that the Waterguard
1s making a gradual invasion into the realm of
departmental sport.,

Recently  three Tondon  officers, Mesers.
Steers, Blake and Dowden, gave a very good
account of themselves at the O, and E. Aonual
Swimming Gala,

The fine performance of these gentlemen is
likely to encourage more entrants next vear
from the Preventive Staff.

* * # *

Another interesting event is the fortheoniny
(‘/}m s Tournament. at which abont 500 Civij
Servants will )be‘m;ltuh(ﬁd against MO drawn from
the ** Rest of Fngland,”

The Waterguard will probally he represented
on this oceasion by thrve plavers from the Water-
wuard Chess Clab.

The tournament will be held al the Ministry
of Heulth some time in the current month.

ks * # u

Offcers interested in claims under the Single
Men’s War Bonus are informed that all the enses
submitied to the Associaition have pow gone
forward to the Independent Adjudicaior.

* B3 # %

Cases coming under the category of % -
marked Appointnients ™' ave not heing dealt
with at the mement.  Fall information as to
when these cases are to comne under consideration
witl he issized to the officers concerned as soon
us it becomes available,

N 4 *

in connection with the negotiations for the

supply of mackintoshes to the Waterguavd, a

recinten mackintosh bas been submitted for the
Staff Side tnspection, This hias been sent to the
Conncillors for their comment, and no donbt
they will give opportunity to as many officers
as possible to view the garment,

1t will not bhe practicable o cirenlade the
mackintosh to every porf: hot  the method
adopted will enable & reprosentative apinjon to
be obtaimed. It is hoped thut Counciliors wiii
expedite circulation.

4. MBERRON,

— D R -

BETWEEN TIDES,

PARAGRAPHS FROM THE DISTRICTS.
LONDON.

The dance arranged by-the Norih Side Sports
and Social Clab at the New Harmenic Hall,
Plashet Grove, Bast Ham, on October 7th, was a
huge suce Things went with a swing from
start to finish,  These assemblies are realiy ex-
cellent, althongh we regret the absence of some
of our colleagues.  Come  with your friends!
They will come again,

A plaving piteh has heen conuired from the
PLLALD Sports Associntion on thelr ground at
Cranford Wise, Hiord, with dressing aceonanada-
tion. A specessful Foothall season is anticipated.

Octoher 27th s the date fixed for a wmateh
between Preventive Officers and Assistant
ventive Officers which will he open to all T.onden
officers.  Will Preventive Offficers willing to play
in this game please send their names to Ay,
(. H. Clague, the Club Secretary?  Assistunt
Preventive Officers should  communicate  with
My, AL Cooper, Assistant Secretary.  Please
do this without delay,

On November 2nd our team will he engaged
with the Tondon Dock Police on their ground at
Hiard. )

We supply the sport. luve vou given us
your support? Make this season a snecessful
ane! We are anxions to emhark on a series of
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ericket fixtures next scason. It s now up to
you. G.H.C.

% E #

The first Annual Siuner and Dance of the
South Side Cricket Cluh will be held at the
New Cross Pelais de Banse on Wednesday,
Octoher : The Committee hopes for the
presence of all men s and their wives

A Bmited nuwber of combined dmnm* and
danee tickets will be issued at 5. each., Tickets
for the dance only will e 2s. cach,

Tln dinner is timed for 6 p.m. (sharp), and

duncing will commenee a, ETHITR
The <lusm;_ date Jer applications for com-
hined tickets s Getober 20th. W.0. .

-~

# £ 3 *

At the el Anveal swimming Gala held at

e Holborn mdn on the 11th inst., the Water-
gunrd Department  was w;n'oaentul by three

('nmpmnnh two of which secured prizes,

WL Bowden, APO,, ietewvd second
prize m Hw final of the 0 X ards Club Handies ap
after winning his heat, and Mr, W, J. Blake
sumed second prize in  the 100 vards Club
Championship and also swam in the Toter-Office
team race.

Two of the London mewhers of the Water-
guard Chess Club recently travelled to Brighton
and pr Huugmtw} in a County Tournament for
Eent v. Sussex,

GLASGOW.

It will be of interest to many of our readers
to note that i the columuos of the ©F Glasgow
Herald 7 the name of Klizabeth Galloway is in-
cluded in the list of graduates (Glasgow Univer-
gity) for the M.AL ) caree. My Gall <m d\ s 2
d;lu_s;htei‘ of Mr. . Galloway. CL2.0., Glasgow,
and we take this opportunity of nih!mg, our
heartiost congratulations to this talented young
Iagly on her success.

A HULL PRESENTATION.

Mr. M. J. HART SURVEYOR.

The Corn i*‘ixvhange Hotel, Hull, was the
scene, on Octoher 10th, of a presentation to Mr.
M. 3 Harvt, Suvveyor, to mark his retirement
from the Department after forty years’ service,
Memters of the Waterguard were present.

The Umnman Mr. J. P, Ceoss, O.B.E,, Col-
loctor, was supported by Mr. Warren, Assistant
Collector Ml'. Johinson, Waterguard Superin-
tendent ; Mr. Dawson, Indoor Staff; Mr. Lawtmu
Landing Staff; Messrs, Dickeus and Howard
Waterpuard: and Mr, Kennils, Customs F un(l
Tiinher Measuring ])epdrtmeut.

The Chatrman paid high tribute to the quali-
ties of My, Hart, and said that, although he had
not known him long, he had seen quite sufficient
of his work to regret the loss of such a capable
officer, anad trusted he would be spared for many
years to enjoy his well-earned rest. Mr. Warren,
the Assistant Collector, also spoke of Mr, Hart's
capabilities, which were cndorsed by Moessrs.
Howard, Lawton, Dawson and Kennils.

Alr. Johnson, the Wuaterguard Superinten-
dent, then made the presentation, and paid
high tribute to Mr. Hart's qualities as an officer,
and claimed his entry into the Service was made
through what is now the Waterguard Branch of
the Mervice, Mr, Huart suitably replied.

The company were entertained during the
evening by the Hull City Police Concert Party,
under the direction of Sergt. Richardson, songs
being sung by Mr. Hart and Mr. Jeffrey, of the
Waterguard Depavtiment, A vote of thanks to

the Collector for his kindness in taking the chair

was proposed by Mr. Dickens, seconded by My,
\k!mus‘h}m and the evenmg, s enjoyment was
brought to a close by musical hmmur bmng., given
to the gnest (Mr. Hart) and the singing of the
Nationa! Anthiem by the company pruent

Messrs,  Dickens, Dawson and Clark were
responsibie for the al',r;mgmn(mts.

The Secretary (V.E.C),
Preventive Staff Association,
13, Beer Lane, Londen, F.C.3.

Preliminary Course
Please enrol me for Intermediate Course

Advanced Course

Pepartmental Regulations.  Vostal Order,
amount), enclosed.

pavable

(delete  Courses not required) in  Waterguard

to €. R. Purser, London, value ............... {insert

NAVIC vvivsiiinnnnn. P P

Tutors.—Messvs, Angus, Tinley, Gardiner, Gordon, Jeffreys, Lake, Sheehan, and Thomson.

Please indicate Tutor desired, and choice of Tutors will be given as far as possible.

Fees: 10/0, 15/0 and 20/0 per term respectively.
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PORT

WORIL.

By * VAGRHETH.”

MERCANTILE MARINE.

The worle which  the Preventive Officer-in-
cimrge performs as Superintendent of Mercantile
M mm- for the Board of Trade covers a very
; de field, and at most small ports it forms the

nik of the work. The class of duties nunder this

head vavies considerably at different ports, and
i ]m);mw to confine myself to matter which,
whilst proviny  of (fenerl! interest, will also

farely refiect the work
simall port,

The anthority under Parliament for the per-
formance of this worle is contained in the various
Mercantile Shipping Acts, but the prineipal Act
of these is 1}10 Merchant shlm)mg Act of 1864,
Tt i under this Act that the Board of Trade
obtaing most of its mercantile marine powers

I it is remarkable for the protection and
ssistanee it generally provides fol’ the British
Mereantile Marine,  Perhaps the most striking
part of the Aet is 1n the great henefits and care
hestowed upon seamen., Under the supervision
of the Board of Trade, the conditions of employ-
ment are carefully supervised : the quality and
guantity of food is regulated: the guarters pro-
vided for the crew of a vessel are regulated and
inspected : the agreements  as to service and
wages are carefully checked; and the facilities
for the payment of wages are simple and
nimerous.  Right through the Act one reads of
the enreful thought its promoters had for the
welfare of British seamen.

te is largely with conditions of employvment,
and payvment of wages of soaen, that a Supermu
tendent of Mercantile Marine is conc erned.
ite must he caveful to note that the provisions
of the Mereantile and Marine Shipping Acts are
carried out in eements hetween the master
of @ ship and his erew. These agreements are
dravwn up on official Board of Trade forms, and

umvd and witnessed before the Superintendent,
wh, if m‘ce\ml‘v reads out the terms of the
wumwm and (‘\])]dll]b them to the crew.

Tho crews of all foreign-going ships (i.e.
ships trading outside the Home Trade h]mrs)
must be (Jnrms..ed before a  Superintendent of
Mereantile  Marine.  An  agreement for the
voyage is drawn up on Form Eng. 1, and must
Le strietly in accordance with the provisions of
the M8 A, The description of the vovage, the
seale of provisions, the rates of wages, cte., arve
all entered.  Au official copy of the agrecment

Superintendent, aund, when

performed at the aver age

~

is taken by the
sitisfied that the agreement is correcily entered,
he issues Form ALA. to the master. This form
must be presented at the (‘x"«tnm House hefore
the vessel ean obtain outward clearance.

When o vessel returns frow n forelgn voyage
the master must present the Offteial Log Boolk
and the ship’s copy of the agreement (together
with the particulars of the wages and effects of

deceased seamen and seamen left helind, on
proper forms). The crew are then paid off,
when, after serutiny of the official log and agr o
nment, and upon receiving no valid (mm]lmnt%
the Supmmte ndent, if \dtl%ﬁ(‘d witl issue Form
B3.13. This is the form which is vequired by the
Preventive Officer hefore he finally clenrs a ship
inwards.

Vessels in the Home Trade (i.e., on the
Hritish Coast or between the River EKlbe and
Brest) run on six-monthly agreements, These
forms of agreement, Form Fng. 6, are drawn up
hetween the master and crew, and not before a
Sngmrinte wlent  of Mercantile Marine.  They
cover all the vovages in the fivst or second six
months ()f the vear. The master keeps a record
of his crew, showing the date and place where
he engaged lem and the date, p,(\(o, and wages
he paid them off with. To each of his crew “he
issues a certificate of discharge when he pays
them off, and the crew in turn sign off the agree-
ment.  As soon as possible after June 3()th and
December 31st, the master must lx)(];.e the agree-
ment  with a Superintendent of Mercantile
AMarine., When the Superintendent has checked
the entries and is satlisfied that the agreement
has been properly drawn up and carried out he
issues Form (.C. )

Fach member of the erew of a foreign-going
ship must be provided with a Certificate of Con-
tinuous Vscharge (Dis. A, This is the
famitiar blue book which every sailor takes care
uf hecause it contains his warine history and
chapacter as a seatuan since he first took to
travelling abroad., The book is issued by a
Superintendent of Merecantile Marine, who
rges half-a-crown for it. 1t contains a de-
taited desceription of the owner of the book, and
hears 2 nhmlwr which is registered ln‘ the
Registrar-General  of S}nppm(- and  Seamen.
!tvmv ship the sailor joins is enteréd in it, and
a certificate of ability and charvacter is given
Ly the master of the vessel at the end of euch
voyage. Sonetimes these hooks are transmitted
for issue to the seaman at another port, when
the charge of half-n-crown is receipted by the
“mrmmtvndpnt on Form T7.24 and h:ought to
aceount on Schedule 43, When Dis, Als are
recaived diwut from the Registrar-General of
5.8, as in cases of lost books, ete., the charge
3¢ hrought to account on Schedule 55. At the
el of every month the Superintendent makes
a return of the stock of Discharge Books and
thmo issued from other offices on Torm Dis. 13.
Voyages made in the Home Trade are not re-
cordded in seaman’s dischurge hook A., but, as
previously stated, the master issues a dm lml;_e
sheet on each oceasion.  Those sheots may be
purchased from any Superintendent of Mercan-
tx! Marine.

{To Le continued.) |
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PARILIAMIINT.

By « bARACTACUS.”

XIL—A SOCIAL INSTITUTION,

Let us consider Parliament as a sceial
institution.

I a system of government does not succeed
in mahmﬂ' the people happ\' and prosperous, it
fails in its primary ohject. Where a qeotwn of
the people are in need it is the business of the
State to help them to their feet if they are
unable to Lielp themselves. 1In this countly we
have Poor Law relief to serve this purpose in
one direction, and we may find )lmnv of room
for eriticisin in its admwxsti'tmn or, rather,
mal-administration. 11 the State did ‘not ste])
in and compel such relief, those people would
certainly Qtarv e and swell the ranks of eriminals,
so that there is no question of the nec essity of
relief, The Boards of Guardians are elected by
the people, and strive to carry out the pro-
er amme on which they were elected, so that the
policy of a particular Board is a reflection of the
opinions of their electorate. 1f their policy is
such as to entail expenditure which does not
meet with the approval of the Ministry of
HeaJth, the members may he surcharged or re-
moved bndllv So that the vote, in this case,
is of very little value, a state of affairs which
is un-Knglish,

Our relief system has the great disadvantage
of being degrading, which is a tragedy, inasmuch
as the worst dis-service you can do a llldn as
an individeal, and as a eitizen and worker, is
to rob hin of his self- respect.  Whether vou

speak of an ** Institution ” or a * Workhouse,”
1L still carries a stigma; it is still o spectre to
haunt the sleep of those whose only erime is to
he poor. W hen a man applies for relief he finds
that he has immediately become an chject of
suspi('iﬁn; ho is. made to feel that he is a

fpauper,”’ a failure, a throw-ont of life, that
he is on the dust- hemp, and that no decent nan,
none other than a ne’er-do-well, would ask for
relief, The writer knows of one case where a
man in receipt of relief succeeded in passing an
examination for a Civil Service post. The reliev-
ing officer who dealt with his case, when en-
quiring as to what efforts the applicant had
made to secure \x()llx. 1egelved this news as a
a fairy tale.  Why ! he said, ““ 1 found great
difficulty in passing a Civil Service tect You
don't expect me to helieve you, do you?”’ The
implication was, apparently, that a pauper must
be brainless, or 2 (*nngemml idiot. The whole
attitude is wrong; the Guardians should re-
member that thev are Guardisns of the poor
and not of the rates,

This poor law relief is paid for cut of the
rates of the same distriet, so that that district
which is cursed with the most poverty and 1s
thus least able to hear the burden, will naturally
have the highest poor rate. 1If the rates are 1o

ke kept down to a reasonable level, it follows
that some vital service must be starved. In
mmlfm of course, a system obtains hy which
the poor rate is mm e or less equalised as between
boroughs, but this is at best but a piece-meal
way of deahno with the matter, and affords no
relief to the muntr at large, One cannot hélp
hur, feet that the whole thing should be a national
charge, in the sane way as U nemployment In-
surance is.  DBetter still, a nation so far
advanced as we are should renove its aged and
infirm Imm the taint of poor law relief, prmﬂd-
ing for them adequately and S\mpathcti(‘ i
rhmug dn extension, say, of the Old Age Pen-
sions scheme, as o matter of right, while the
able-hodied (ould well he prov ided with work of
national value, even if for only three days per
week, at little more cost than that of poor law
relief and the ““dole.” Sueh a scheme would
have the 521 eat merit of keeping unemployed men
fit for work and employ able while the sense of
degradation would hg gone.

Jn education, too, we seem to be barking up
the wrong tree. This matter is in the h‘lnd< of
the local authomtles, and rightly too, since they
are the best able to judge what local require-
ments are likely to be, but there is a deplorable
lack of co-ordination hetween them, and we find
the central authority mterfel ing in atteropts to
cut down expenditure. It is a fact that we, as
a nation, are poorly educated compared with
(;ummv the Scandinavian countries, and
%moum, and we are being left further and
further behind. Our need is for better, not
poorer, education. We should aim at hemmmx,
a nation of experts, and the first beginning of
that must thmugh the medium of a
thoroughly eficient scheme of education. One
cannot help being surprised at the difference in
the standards of education found in different
parts af the country. In London, the writer has
found children in the seventh standard learning
elementary algebra and French, Latin roots,
and other subjects ealculated to make a good
basis for higher education, while there is a com-
prehensive “scheme of hlgher elementary and
central schools, scholarships and continuation
classes and ovoning schools even for adults, while
in several places i the north, east, and south,
he has found children who seem to have learned
little or nothing up to school-leaving age, and
have mno incentive to self-improvement. 1t
should be the business of the State to foster
schemes whereby every bhoy and girl will be
cducated up to the best of which he or she is
capable, without regard to social station, with
maintenance, and with such co- ordination
between authorities as will maintain equilibrinm
and keep pace with the needs of the country.
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Perhaps it is true that an ambiuions scheme of
education would cost money, but it would be
money well speat, and money whieh would be
returned over and over again,

The shortage of housing hus caused successive
governments 1n recent yvears to encourage local
hu\ldmu schernes, and  t 15 well, But the
;\t»l te has made no attempt to deal with the ri ing:
who force up prices to such an m\teni that the
finished houses ave bm'm‘d the purses of those
who are most in need cof them, nz:me}_v, ihe
working  people.  We are told that it is the
husiness of the State to protect the natton from
a section who would hold up industry to enforce
an inerease of wages or the retention of existing

rates. To be logical we must agree that it is
also the b\l%lnoxs of the State to protect the
uainm from building rings, meat trusts, and
grain warket manipulators.  Those speculators
who would hold up production for the purpose
of forcing up prices are greater enenies to
industry, aye, and to civilisation itself, than the
worst strike  maniac we ever had,  Muost we
admit, after all, that money dues LAII«H and with
a louder voive than the call of human need?

Tiverpool desires to link up with Birkenhead
by means of a tunnel in order to vohance the
value of the Mersey as a port. It has to spend
thousands of pounds and waste months of
safuable tinme to secure Parliamentary assent
and powers.  Should not a local body have the
power to put itmprovement schemes 1nto opera-
tion on the sole authority of Its citizens, who,
after all; mmnst foot the bill? The Government
should, of course, sometimes point out where an
mprovement s desivable  and necessary, and
why. Is that not the proper Tunction of o
governent, to conduct the affairs of the nation
not to interfere with those of the Lowns, cities
and. counties, but rather to wekd these latter
mto one harmoenious whole?

The most vital of all our public scrviees 18
that of transport. Yet our railways are con-
trolled by private individuals, and the com-
panies have Parliamentar v powers uot given to
sy other transport botl}'. On the other hand,
we have competition in the transport world of
stuch a nature as to he wastefu} in the extrome.
Competition is undoubtedly a fine thing—in iix
proper pl«ue-‘——hut trzumpnr is not o saitable
spheve, 1t s just as senseless, nationally, as to
have many competing police forces, or postal
bodies.  Why should we not contract nuL the
collection of Crevenues, or nilitary and navat
services ? Yet without transport, nove of these
things has  value.  As to the danger of the
transport service under a nationalisation scheme
becoming . bureaucratic, that v an exploded
eriticism.  The postal Service i effic xent and
the. amount of waste is very small mdeed for
suvh an enhormous  undertaking, As to the
Reverne Departments, thm e i not a private
firm in the world which could collect suelh o vasi
amount of money and deal with such an enor-
mous volume of work at such a small proportion
of cost. Nav, I venture Lo say, is there any Lody
which could prevail upon its pmsmmel to carry
oul similar work for similar pay and prospects.

Those who serve in railway docks cbuld point to
a thousand  instances of waste and wasteful
neinagenent which would not he tolerated for a
moement inoa Government  Bepartment. We
lisve railvavs, motor serviees and waler trans-
port competing with each other, whereas ander
wonational schewe each "")‘15' vy its proper
place, co-operating with the cthers

e oy mduxua,zh&,,(tza:n hegun we have
had our towns and  cittes  extend enormously,

Iy

and, like Topsy, ther * just growed,”  There
was no semblanee of order, valuahle gronnd was

wasted, streels ran nd])hd:{:kld, with consequent
wuste in the cost of public services, and it is
onlv of recent yeas that we have heavd of town
;si:mning. A government which knew ity husi-
pess would  encovrage the ceononveal use of
spatee while enforcing the provision of breathing
soaces in the Jorm of parks and garders at a
Ceroatn amount Jer thousand of population ax
A nrinam, mm would see 1o 1t that the overs
rowding which wakes shims was not permitted,
Under o national scheire, of dimensions far
beyvond the enterprise of any individual or oven
a corporation, industrial power-could have heen
provided generations ago at o fraction of s
preseni cost, by the utilisation of waste water
power, conl waste, which is mountains high
about our collieries, and in many other ways,
Peculiarly enough, nlmost everything which goes
o waste in this e cuntry ix xmnvthm'r that counld
make a material contribution to onr well-heing,
We niust wake up to the fact thao we, more than
any other nation, sve unable to Letn1 waste of
any deseription, and it s for the contral fover-
meni not :ml\ to engquire about i, but Lo ael]
and vhat promptly.

o e Rk

THE V.EC. BGOKLET.

'i‘lw hest e oof the Bookiet was pent
in by Mr, W, Mhechan, 1o whom the ten
shillings has been forwavded on belmil of the
(mmuttoe Many excellent S estions have
been for tlwmnm«r ‘and these have beon placed in
the hands of the Committec.

Ve gratefully acknowledge the interest that
has heen taken in this small competition,

s el Rl e

C. & E. ORPHANS, WIDOWS’® AND
WAR MEMORIAL FUND.

The guarteriv niceting of the Kxecotive Come-
mittee was held on Qctoher drd. M. T. Morton
presided.

The Secretary sulinitted  a statement of
income sod (*\g}( nediture for the guarier showing
that £490 had been received in mzl.uimtxm..\.
and that ‘t:H? had heen disharsed in grants to
assist in the maintenance and education of
children and in granis o widows in necessitous
clicwistanees, To further incresse the stability
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of the Fund auihority was given wu aughient the
invested funds hye £1,000.

1t was resolved to refer to a Mab-Committce
for consideration aud w]m; £ the guestion of
adbmitting all menthers of the une \tﬂm*«nml sindt
to mambership,

"ROSECUTIONS.

Elewhare in this issue appear commuonics:

tions huving o hearing npon the Press Opinions
of Hevenue proteciion, 1t is vemarkable that
the Press shoudd Be so ready to publish opinions,
inomaay instanees i-dodnded, of what might

ocei, Mo long
so long will there

Laviff in existence,
strempis  ac smugghing,
The only way Lo smucghmng is to abolish
the weith, a o W preredure economiently
snithinkable,  An z.tm; m»elex':d of dealing with
the situation would e fo have Bevenue officers

posted within h:nimg distance of each other
connd ﬂw const,  This Intter method would also
POUES s olre That the

all true econointsts.
practices of sinagglers are no easy task Is proved
Dy the many aceounts that reach ns of seizures
of irvegular imaoirtations viade 2 various pointa
vound the consi.  This journal does not exist for
the purpose of publishing snmuggling prosecu-
tions, and we mre only able to give acrounts of
one 6T 1o herve and ihozv as spaee permits,
the public Press was as fair to the Cuestoms
Ui‘-;ul?l‘t.e? w5 16 is o the crities, the work of
the  Departiwent  would  veceive "iuch more
prominence, and the public would have a chance
of fearning ol the \\m'*‘ that is done, as well as
the work thai  certain people think wight he
done.

We have helore B8 AR account of an 1ttvm;\t
1 shrugele 163 ’; i fes uf brandy and 48 botries
of perfome ot PGOL maxinngn fine on
whieh wonld be L‘-E:\S,’ the cenfiseation
of the el wned in Lhe
adremyil, imposed a fine of
»i,'i;'} 10x., and  premised to nform a higher

snthority of theie wish that the boat be not
confiscated.  The per{ime was found under the
l:oml ing of o bunk, A geod deal of the hrandy
was found in osacks concealed in the eargo of
potatnes  and  oniens,  The accused had heen
provioustiy couy icted  for a similar offence at
Plymouth., The officers concerned in the seizte
were T\Imxsa. BN, Havris, PLOL, R J Gawn
)L HL Rowe, AP0, and the vessel was the
CTany,” owned by the defendant, o French
stibject.

At CARIMITE on Qetober 3rd, M Pucknell,
AP0 of Myl WoORL Ldl S orwnmage  crew,
Hacovered 97 1, of Cavendish tobuceo eoncenled
s i hottom .‘n‘a\mr in a hevth of the sling
S Olivebank,’ and  the offender, ihe
was ﬂn d double value and  duty,
1 Ox, 2d.

P
i

coand af  the
'1‘0 magistrates

ser 11th, the cook of
the s * Johann Blumenthal,” from Yxpila,
was charged with concoaling 5 b, of tobaceo .5,
and was fined double value and duety, £8 Ts.
This was  discovered by M, ¢ W, Boreill,
AP0 of Mo WP, Fryer's evew,

(e learn that 1n consegquence of o large
nuniher of applications for the V. E.C. Booklet,
a iumi wer supply bas been printed. A margin
has heen .!Hnmd in view of anticipated further
reguests, and thow are still some on hand, "We
would advise any Sodv desirous of ol tcunmg, the
Hooklet to muke exrvly appleation in order not

to be disnppointed,

- * % +

The Secretary of the V.E.C. hzzs received
; weations from students who wish to
take two courses at the same tinde. They wish,
in the same ter, to take hoth the intermediatoe
and the advanced courses. In reply to further
gueries as to the methad of pavinent of fees in
sueh eases, we oare nuthorised to state thut the
method .ningned to pay for ane course at tie
Beginning of the tertin when \mg appli atmn,
;;.\munt Tor the other cavree hmugg deforrved
until the middle of th i

y
7,

” #

restion, in the last issue,
S report from Ul\tlu ts for insertion
:ﬂ, we are ready to make arrange-
pablication.  With this end 1n view,

monts for
will all i;mi et Secretaries plenase communieate
with the Editor as scon ag convenient,

it - SP S

“A SMUGGLING MYSTERY. -
By ““OWIL.Y

Being somewhat  of o
withal true to my Kiv :’md Country, and Fate
having decreed that should sojourn in Ply-
mouth for the space of one month, and, more-
Learing in mind the long-continued articlex
shed by eertain sections of the. Press that
iggling by means  of  fast  motor-hoats,
seisted oo the shore be {ast motor-cars and
I(}l'!‘;a was in full u}s(’z'::t;:‘m on the south coast,
I odetermived wo while away the honvs of wy
spave tine in keeping inyv weather-eve open for

apportur of detecting, i ,msmi le, the

mMel amifientions of the wily fast-mofars
‘ stugeier,  should  he appear in. that
neighhourhood. : .

Ay uzual good luck did not fail me even in
this venture, and 1 bad not Iceim to wait for
501 exeitenient, for drring my first Sundav’s
vigil, whilse gazing wisifolly aver the gianite
walls which huttress ** Tae Foe,”" 1 espied a fast
motor-hont which eate into the pietuve tike o

practical man, and

o
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holt from the blue. It splashed across the S8ound
from the shadowed neighbourhood of Drake’s
Island, and being skilfully handled, glided along-
side a small sailing ship.

A man from the motor-boat dexterously
vaulted over the ship’s side, and was seen to be
in close conversation with a burly-looking sea-
man on board, then, after a furtive look round,
the man, pushing something quickly into his
innei coat pocket, rejoined the motor-hoat and
hurried away to the precinets of the Hamoaze
and was temporarily lost to sight.

Later, again omerging into the Sound, the
motor-boat raced . away to some other eraft
anchored off, and was seen to repeat the same
tacties, quite openly, fearlessly, brazenly, and
even audaciously.

The motor-hoat continued the same
apparently nefarious methods with other cratt
far up the Cattewater, and was again lost to
view. 1 had previously seen at least two
powerful motor-cars standing in clese proximity
to the famous stone landing steps at the Bar-
bican, from which the Pilgrim Fathers set out
in 1620 ; the very spot, 1 thought, for determined
men.

I quivered with almost unconirollable excite-
ment, and felt perfectly convineed that, had
the Chancellor of the Exchequer been present as
a witness of these dare-devil escapades, he would
have heen consumed with righteous fury at the
obvisus lack of any semblance of protection in
his ¢ first line of Revenue defences,”

P.S.-—Perhaps it wonuld he as well to mention
that the motor-boat happened to be the vehicle
Ly which the Customs Waterguard Officers were
carrving out their lawful occasions!

CORRESPONDENCE.

The name and address of the writer (uot
necessarily for publication) should be given
in all letters to the Editor, who aceepts no
responsibility for the views expressed.

Sir,—1 consider the letter published in the
“dournal 77 of the Bth inst. by “* A E.F., Liver-
pool,”” most opportune. )

Since joining the Service as a 1993 Entrant,
I have always wondered how the difference in
wages hetween the earlier ex-Service Entrants
and the 1923 HKntrants was justified. To the
unbjassed | awm sgure the position is unjust, and
I think the time is now ripe for the Assceiation
to onre more approach the Board and sccure a
(X1 e e 3y vy ex . . S L nl

pay for age ' basis for all ex-Service Entrants.

I would appeal to every member concerned
to have the Liverpool resolution brought up at
the next meeting of their Districts and secure
the support of their colleagues.

Thers is one matter more which 1 think
conld bhear discussion, and, if secured, would
eliminate the previous paragraphs of this letter,
Increments are teo small, especially to the
poorly-paid A.P.O. 1 consider an A.P.O. wha
has attended conscientiously to his practical

duties, tales theoretical tuition (at his own ex-
pense and in his own leisure time), is worthy
of encouragement from the Board. 1 think the
Board could devise a scheme whereby an A P.O.,
if he proves his efficiency, would he granted his
maximuin pay after five years’ service. Such a
scheme would instil 1nto the new entrant an
enthusiasm for his job, a desire to know all that
there is to be known about Revenue protection,
which would easily recompense the Board for
the additional wages they had granted.

At present the efficient and the non-efficient
are treated alike, invariably, and the ambitious
A.P.Os who spend time and money studying
by means of the V.E.C., etc., are rewarded by
a gain in knowledge, but nothing extra in the
way of increased wages.—Yours, ete., K8

[See General Secretary’s Notos.—Fd.]

CUSTOMS WATERGUARD CHESS
CLUB.

PROBLEM No. 1.

-

White te move and mate in two.

% 5

Solution to Mr. Boodle’s prollem—
1. B—Q4 + 2. Ki—n1
® - £ *
Section 1—Round 3.
Mr. Widman beat Mr. Dudley.

» * 3

Messrs, Dudley and Smallwood, P.O.'s, Lon-
don, represented the C.W.C.C. playing for Kent
against Sussex ut Brighten on Qctoher 1st.
Althongh they were unsuccessful in their games,
they evidently did well, as they have again heen
selected to play in one of the most important
contests of the year. On October 29nd they play
in the match, Civil Service v. The Rest, Oppo-
nents number 500 a side, and play will be in
London., We wish them svecess.

The Waterguard teams are now in the first
stages of their match in the Kent County Car-
respondence Chess Tournzimnent,




