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The discussions that have taken plave in Par-
Hantent conceining Claose 1 of the Trade Unions
Bill wre sofficient to increase considerably the
orave coneern of those who have wgmdml the
Bl we o sevious danger  to industrial welfare
and untional prosperity.,

Jven the newspapers supporting  the pro-
posed new legislation are showing signs of alarm,
and have heen compelled to take notice of the
extrasrdinary fact that those who are endesvour-
g to induee the House of Connons to aceept
the Bill find themselves unable to agree as to the
proper interpretation of the most important
points of Cinuse 1. The argnments amongst the
legal men indieate that under this (l(.v\() just
as good 4 case conld he made out for proving
a citizen to he a criminal as to prove him
innocent and  law-abiding, At the time of
writing, it is oni ¥ too apparent that no anthori-
tative statemont 1\« possible as to v hat would he
the exact practical effeet of (lause 1 passing into
Law. I\’ot only is there a possibility that vin-
dictive influences would have power to place
perfectly harmless persons within the elutehes
of the Taw, hut also there s a danger that really
denuerons law-hreakers could hy means of clever
counsel  evade punishient for wrong-doing.
Placed in this very awkward situation, the
Govermment have had to promise a more definite
form of words avoiding 21l ambiguity,

Presuming that tlis Bil has been drafted by
men who well understand the legal significance
of phease or sentenes, there is cause for uneasi-
ness regatding  the reason of the anihiguity
which has resnlted in even supporters of the
Vovernment calling a halt, One hesitates o

blame it on incompetence, but, if this should be
the reason, it s mr from 1(«1\.)11]‘11’15{ to thlnk that
such can exist in connection with so serious a
problem as the Bill is designed to deal with.

w w E3 *

In the Civil Service there is a gradual
awakening to the importance of Clause 5. The
Biil has not yet become law, but its shadeow i
hecoining  more obvious each day. Normal
activity and development are gradually being
arrested.  Progress is heing held up pending the
fate of the new Bill. The energies of Service
leaders ave directed towards warding off the
threatened dangers  to Service freedom  of
action,

Civil Servants have but little time to decide
whether thev thinle they really could be more
happy uwnder the additional restrictions it is
proposed to place upon them. Once the law is
passed, only an illegal campaign will enable it
to be repealed.

Those who are doubtful as to the rights and
wrongs of the cage could not do hetter than to
turn up at the Albert Flall Mass Meesting which
15 hetng  arranged  for May 27th, at 6 p.an.
Fvervone with a live interest in his own affairs
011;:E1t to make an effort to attend.

* % kS ¥

The Annual Meeting of the C.8. Confedera-
tion comes at a time when there is plenty of
material for lively discussion. The Confedera-
tion is very much in the limelight just now, and
no doubt the newspapers will he keenly
interested regarding the result of diseussions in
connection with up-to-date events,

The meeting w xH praobably be much occupied
discussing the omimnm signs  of fortheoming
renewed attacks on Civil Service remuneration.
Those members eager to fight these attucks are
likely to find themselves 1n difficulties if thex
happen to have different views regarding the
T.U. Bill.

The Annual Report of the Confederation
shows u useful year of work, covering a wide
fleld of activity. The veport of progress in con-
nection with the Superannuation Committee is
more ample than on the last oceasion, but there
is still room fer impr uvement and there is
likely to bhe the usual “hreese ' when this
question is discussed, unless some last-minute
wformation of & soothing nature 1s forthcoming.

* * * L

The election of the Deputy Inspector-
sencral of Waterguard to the Directorate of the
Customs Fund is a matter upon which to von-
gratulate  the Department generally. The
securing of Mr, Fitzsimons as a direet Water-
guard representative 1is satisfaction in itself,
hut the triumph of organisation which achieved



a0 CUSTOMS JOURNAL.

\qu 21st, 1927,

this result in so conelusive a manner is addi-
tional cause for gratification. The poll was one
of the heaviest on record,

Lt was, of course, impossible for our nominee
to succeed by W atergua}d votes alone, and
therefore an expression of appreciation is due
io our friends in other Departments whe
generousty gave their assistance.

The added interest which the Fund now has
for the Waterguard ought to result in many
niore of owr wembers taking advantage of the
very [avourable facilities available ?nr Iife
surance, ote, A study of Cuostoms Fund
literature is well worth while,

# 2% Rt #*

The report of setzures made on hoard a yacht
at Southampton will have heen rather interest-
ing to most Watergnard Offcers,  There is no
doubt that <kill was displaved in locating the
contraband, amdd that it is the kind of kill that
ix supposed not now to exist in the Department.
Not only does it exist, however 1mt on this
aecasion delicacy and cantion wonld he needful.
and this is & complication which mwly entered
into the exploits of the “good old dave?’
Nowadays {hn tender feelings of the smuggler
is almost a first cons 1(101“:’(3:111

The Mavor. T notice, in dealing with the case,
is reported to have commented upon the abuse
of special privileges extended to vachts, Cases
sach as this could hardly justify the general
withdrawal of these privileges, but there seerns
to be ne reason why ,\.\(hi, eTubs could not be
prevailed upon fo  take disciplinary  action
wt their own members who showed earve-
ss In this respect. Naval officers arve
stbject to snch measures, and the adoption of
similar methods regarding vacht owners and
their crews would be in the interests both of the
Revenue and the clubs.

1t cannot be denied that the high duty rates
prevailing must he a great temp%amon to
adventurous vachtsmen, and if no serious smug-
eling is taking place it is a great tribute to the
leen sense of honour of the vachting fraternity,

S #* * *

The news that Barclay’s Bank have decided
to increase the annual leave of 12,000 of their
clerks is rather refreshing from the Civil Ser-
vants’ points of view. Tt is stated that the
thirty days’ leave now to be allowed will enable
the emplovees to give hetter service.

The Watergnard Officer, subjected to con-
tinual change of duty hours, including a goodly
proportion of night work, would more than
appreciate a foll month of normal existence if
onlv to experience the fovs, for even a hrief
periad, of ordinary soeial conditions,

* * * %

The P.8.A. Executive meeting will he heold
on Jure 1st, and the three succeeding davs.  As
rmn‘\l there ix 2 large volume of husiness to he
ao led. In addition to thix, the Committee
will deal with business in conunection with the

rtheoming (onference,

The Headgnarters staff are worlung at full
pressure preparing for these buportant events,
and any delay in dealing with corvespondence
that is not urgent is due to this cause. It i
hoped that members will exercise their usual
forbearance during these periods.

J. MERRON.

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION.

NEWCASTLE,

The annual meeting was held at the Cloek
Vaults Potel on Mav 12th, and officers for the
ensuing year were ctected.

A proposal that all aerodronie statio
he taken over by the Watsrguard provi
interesting discussion.

A resolution in xummrt of the examination of
free j-)rﬂz by Waterguard Officers (mnnmndm it
long and exhaustive debate, and it was ulo-
nmtel\ decided to leave this matter for the
present in abevance.

The ({mw wn of failed A PO
sotte very lively and instructive points, and it
was the generad opinion of the members that a
revival of the Principal Coast Officer Class would
he a very economue and suitable way of meeting
the situation, as it would tend to a sense of
seeurity m i(;z«nu to a more divect and efficient
control of the Const Preventive Men, and would
be of great assistanee to the visiting C.P.O.

The enthusiasm of the members was most
marked on the dismw:\,,i(m of retirement.  After
expression had heen gi\.*cm to vavious views, it
was decided to leave the miatter in the hands of
the F.C.

The members generally were of the opinion
that the present scale of leave unow ohtaining
would be more satisfactory if consideration were
siven to an officer’s se ale of pay, for it was
ohvions that at present some grades whose ye-
muneration was less had, 1o the matter of leave,
a vory distinet advantage.

Before the aneeting closed a vers warm
tribute was paid to the efforts heing put forward
on hehalf of the staff by the VRO, and in
particular for the publcation of the Ready
Reckoner, which snpplied o long-felt want and
which was deeply nmn(‘m,ltod

should
led an

s bhrought forth

THE V.EC’s OFFER.

Readers arve invited to forward to the Fditor
their opinion of the recently published booklet
of duty tables. The Committee s zeeking
eriticism of a constructive nature which wonld
he extremely useful in the preparation of a
fature edition.

Ten shillings will be awardad te the sonder
of the criticism which, in our oninjen, iw the
hest.  KEntries must reach the ¥ditor by the last
post on Monday, August 22nd. 10997 and mns
inelnde the sonder's name and addres,
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BETWEEN TIDES.

LONDON.

The North Side Sports Club are fixing up
cricket matches for the summer.  The Seeretary,
Mr. G. H. Clague, is anxious to receive the
names of all members willing to take part in the
matches at the earliest mssﬂ)lv moment, in order

that a good 19])105(\m‘1t1ve team can he put in
the field against the teams that have accepted
the invitations.

* * # F

The South Side Cricket Club held the last
of its winter social events on Tuesday, May 3rd,
in the shape of a dance at the New Cross P alais
de Danse. There was again a good attendance,
and Mr. Fgan, who nm]\es a point of attending
these functions, was suppo:ted by Mr. Fleet,
President of the North Side Club, and 3Murs.
Fleet, together with friends from the North
Side. Prizes were awarded to lucky winners in
the spot dance 5 and complimentary tickets were
also presented by tho management. The nrizes
were kindly presented by Mrs. Fleet,

We bave heard a rumour of a poxsxb]llt\' of
a flannel dance or two during the summer, but
this is not yet officially confirmed.

- - -

SCUTHAMPTON.

A Nottingham  merchant, charged  with
illegally importing and concealing 9% 1b. of
cigars, was Tecently fined £49 8. 6d., together
with o fine of 10s. and 4s. costs

The officer who seized the goods was Mr. C.
Dedman, A.P.O.

3 % * %

Two bottles eaclt of rum, brandy and liqueurs
were found hy Mr. C. mthﬁe]d AP.O., ina
car impoyted by a chay affeur, who denjed posses-
sion of dll\tllﬂl”‘ dutiable either in his haggage
ob in his.ca

The \Ll\'m' ordered the offender to pay the
treble value and duty of the articles concealed,
a fine of 10s., topether with the costs of the
Court.  His W orship congratulated the officers
on their vigilance.

The prosecution was conducted by Mr, G. 1.
Ld(l]mms, C.P.0.

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
AND THE TRADES DISPUTES BILL.

The following resolution has been passed :—
“ The Executive Committee of the International
Federation of Civil Servants and Teachers, in
session  at  the Hague. April 27th, 1927,
vehemently protests against the Trades T)lsputes
Bill of the British (u)vel'mnent. and particularly
Clause 5, which would prevent British Civil
Servants from affiliating with other British
workers and with Civil Servants in other

countries for the iniprovement of their condi-
tions of service, and decides to give notice of
this vesolution to the League of Nations, the
International Federation of Trade Unions at
Amsterdam and the Press.”’

CIVIL SERVICE CONFEDERATION.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

A meeting of the Iixecutive Committee of the
Civil Service Confederation was held on Monday,
\pri] 25th, 1927, at Central Hall, Westminster.
The business on the agenda not bemg concluded,
an adjourned meeting was held on )I())ldd),
May 9th, 1927 at Caxton Hall, Westminster.
The attendance av the first 111(‘6‘{11’1}___, was thirty,
and the attendance at tho adjourned meetmg,
was thirty-one. Mr. W. H. James presided on
both occasions.

A communication from the National Staff
Side was received, asking for the views of the
Confederation on a proposed All-Service Pro-
gramme, and after some discussion it was
decided that the Confederation express agree-
ment with this proposed Programme.

At the April 25th meeting consideration was
given as a matter of urgeney to the Marrvied
Women (Employment) Bill, and a motion, moved
on behalf of the Civil Service Clerical Associa-
tion, was adopted in the following terms:—

“ That this meeting of the Kxecutive Com-
mittee of the Civil Service Confederation hereby
expresses its opposition to the Married Women
(Employment) Bill receiving its Second Reading
on April 29th so far as this Bill affects the Civil
Service, on the following grounds :—

(@8] Th at the general removal of the marriage
bar at this moment would decrease the already
scanty promotion prospects of women Civil
Servants.

(2) That it would involve the loss of marriage
gratuity benefit to women who still desired to
resign on marriage.

(3) That at a time when unemployment is
particularly heavy, and great difficnlty is heing
experienced in placing girls on leaving school.
no enconragement should bhe given to those who
can afford to leave paid employment to remain
therein.

At the same time, this Committee considers
that, under existing regulations, something
should be done to endble hdl‘dbhlp cases amongst
married women, such as those of deserted or
legally separated wives, and women with hus-
bands dependent upon them because of the per-
manent incapacity of the latter to earn for
reasons of 1ill-health, to De established, if at
present unestablished, ov to be reinstated if ex-
established Civil Servants.

It therefore instructs the General Purposes
Committee to look further into this point with
a view to action being taken thereon.”’
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At the May 9th meeting it was reported that
the Second Reading of this Bill had been de-
feated in the House of Conmimons on April 29th,
largely at the instance of the Confederation.

At both meetings of the Executive Conunittee
considerable attention was devoted to the ques-
tion of notices of discharge served upon estab-
Lished workmen at Chatham, Devonport, and
Portsmouth Dockyards. l’mmpt action had heen
taken by the Confederation i these cases, at
the requ@st of the Admiralty Established Civil
Servants' Federation, the Admir alty authovities
had been interview ed and visits to Chatham had
been made by Mr. Chiase and Mr. Millwood, who
had addressed a mass meeting of established
workmen at Chatham on \lay 3rd under the
auspices of the Chatham Dockyard and District
Civil Servants’ Association. 1t was veporied to
the Executive Committee that, ont of thirty-five
notices of discharge given at C}hlﬂldlﬂ twenty-
five bad been withdrawn altogether, and three
others suspended for further enquiry; 0{' six
cases at Devonport, two of the notices had heen
suspended for further encuiry ; and the few cases
at Portsmouth were still under consideration.
Appreciation had heen expressed by the Ad-
miralty Hstablished Civil Sevvants’ Federation
of the action taken by the Confederation in this
matter.

At the first meeting of the Fxecutive Com-
mittee consideration was g_ium to the Report of
the Special Commitiee of the Nutional Staff Side
on the setting up of Grade and Bectional Com-
mittees, and 1t was agreed that the Teport he
Supported suhject to certain amendments. At
the ﬂdjf)urned meeting it was reported that the

National Staff Side, at its meeting on May Gth,
hdd postponed consideration of the Report for
six months.

Reports were given of the progress of the
carmpaign against the Trade Disputes and Trade
Unions Bill. A successful meeting of Members
of Parliament had been held at the House of
Commons on April 28th, at whieh speeches had
been delivered, among others, by Mr, W, J.
Brown and Mr. Ross W vld: and Tobbyving work
was proceeding. The Civil Rtghts Defence Com-
mittee had decided to hold a Mass Demonstra-
tion of Civil Servants at the Albert Hall on or
about May 20th. 1927, on the subject of the Bill.
Consideration was given by the Fxeeutive Com-
mittee to the guestion of possible amendments to
Clause 5 of the Bill, and it was decided that a
free hand he given to the Confederation repre-
sentatives on the Civil Rights Defence Committee
on this question.

The General Purposes Committes reported
that in view of the possihility of legislution being
introduced to amend the Widows', Qrphans’ and
Old Age Contributory Pensions Act, 1925, con-
stituent organisations of the Confederation had
been asked to submit points in regard to which
amendment of the Act appeaved to he desirable.
These proposed amendments, together with
others recorded in previeus Confederation
decisions, are under consideration by the General
Purposes Committee.

The General Purposes Committee is also eon-
sidering the recently issued Beport of the Crown
Pr UC&JHJL\ Commitiee {to which the Confedera-
tion submitted o Memorandum in January,

1926), with special veference to any clauses of
the u()powd 13ill embodied in this Report which
may nffect the interests of Civil Servants.

l’ummdls from the Fxecutive Gificers’ Asso-
ciation on the subject of ddgmtmem\ of salary
on transfer from higher to lower scales, and vice
versa, were endorsed, and agreed to be referred
to  the Confederation representatives ou the
Nattonal Whitley Couneil, with the reconmmenda-
tiont that they should he taken up on the
Standing Joint Committee on Re-organisation.

The Parhiamentary and Pohheity Committee
reported that, arising out of the reference made
by the Chancellor of the Fxcheguer in bis Budget
speech on April 11Th fo the possible vestriction
of new enirants to the Civil Service, the Com.
mittee had authorised a statement to the Press
on the following lines i —

“We take the view that the small increase
which has taken place in the numbers of Cil
Sevvants from 1914 to 1926 is due to the increased
work which Parlinment has placed upon the
Setrvice.

Unless Purlinment s }ne;mr(ul to reduce this

amount of work, the existing Service must he
l.tmnh,med,

The additional work which falls wpon the
Civil Service from vear to vear owing to the
growth of population, and ch‘ increased respon-
sihilities whiel Parlisment s continually placing
upon the Service., ealls for the existing staff,
and, in order to wrintain the staff and 1(,\‘):111‘
any wastage in it, 1t is  necessary that open
recruitment  should  Le maintained and not
curtailed.”’

On the juitintive of the Confoderation, the
National Staf gme had decided  to une ﬁl‘m ko
the revision and hringing up-to-date of < The
Truth 7' series of leaflets,

Consideration was gziw n to the question of
the four seats on the National Stafl Side ren-
dmed vacant hy o recent se yno from thix
hody, and it was decided that the Confederation
representatives should continue to sunport defer-
ment of the filling of these seats, hut that, should
it be decided by the National Staff Side to
proceed to fill the seats, appheation for two
seats should be made on behalf of the Con-
federation.

SMUGGLING AT KING'S LYNNM.

lefore the Lann magistrates on May 10th a
local rivetter was eonvicted and fined by the
Bench €24 1s. 8d,, or 61 daxs” imprisonment, for
attempting to defrand the Revenue.

The defendant was seen hy My, Barton,
AP0, earrying a Targe package which, when
opened, was found fo contain 17 1h. tobaeco,
other worts: 1 1h, of Cav. tohacco was also dis-
covered on his person.

The case for the prosecution was eonducted
hse Mr. J. H. Stevens, P.O.
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1t seems that we must say good-bye to our

friend ¢ Serutator,”” who, for a variety of
reasons, has had to relinguish responsibility for
the N.Q.A. Column.  For ahout three years he
has, with unfailing regularity, forwarded his
“eopy 7 for publication, and has never failed
us: o matter for which we are extremely
grateful.

When the new \'()(nltimml Iiducation Com-
mittee was elected, the gentleman using the nom-
de-plume ** Scrutator 7 was one of the three to
comprise that Committec.  Their work since
nauguration has heen very heavy indeed, and
it has been a matter of surprise to most of us
that time has been found to complete the N.Q.A.
Column for each issue. Tt has, however, bera
done, but it must have meant a liberal use of
midnight oil. There is also a rule of the Com-
mittee that the tutor is to be the only medium
between the Committee and the pupil. 1t can
readily be seen that each pupil who corresponded
with  Scrutator 7 (whose identity was not
known) unwiltingly broke this rule, and put
¢ Serutator 7 in an extremely awkward position.
Mauny of our readers will sadly miss his fort-
nightly contribution, which has proved of
inestimable Lenefit to large numbers of our
members.

Whether the N.Q.A. Columm is to be con-
tinued or not ix a matter that must he discussed
in the immediate future. it has been a featura
of this journal ever since its inception nearly a
gquarter of a century ago. We can quite see that
1t is now physically Jl‘l')()‘s\]l)]e for “ Serutator ”’
to continue, and we take this opportunity of
assuring him  that his work has been greatly
apprec Anted in many directions, and of thanking
him for the splendid manner in which he has
kept the 00]11mn going. He has heen an eduea-
tion department in himself, and, as we have
already said, w 1]1 (eltdlnlx bo missed.

We are now rig ht nto Hlo cricket season.
Waterguard sport ix organising itself to a
greater extent than ever before. London, here-
fofme well behind in this (1119((1011 is sho“]ng
that it is possible to get going; and the report
of a successful matel in this issue is the result
of a winter of serious preparation. Tt is possible
that within a week or two there will be two
Watergnard teams in London, one on each side
of the river. If this comes about, London
Waterguard sport should be firmly established.

Preparations are going forward in the matter
of entries for the C. and E. Sports during the

summer, and we understand that the Water-
guard will he represented at the (livil Service
sports Meeting, These fixtures ave not limited
to London.

We should be glad to publish sports reports
and accounts of matches from the provinces.
Some of the outports have old-established c¢lubs
that one does not hear enough of.

PRESENTATION OF IMPERIAL
SERVICE MEDAL
TO

Mr. A, A, DAVIE LATE PREVENTIVE
OFFiCER, LONDON.

On Wednesday, tlw 1ith instant, in Room 14
of the Custom Hous TLondon, M Donaldson,
Waterguard Super mtmldent, in the presence of
a large mumber of the staff, including Messrs.
Woodford and Denny of the Sccretarios’ Office,
presented the Imperial Service Medal to M.
Bavie. Mr. Denaldson paid high tribute to the
conscientious and  reliable manner in which
My, Davie had served the Depavtment, and
wished Mr. and Mrs, Davie many vears of happy
retirement.

My, Fooks, C.P.0., whoese association with
Mr. Bavie went back to their vouthful days at
Gravesend, said that the Crown had had no
better servant, and he only regretted that Mr.
Davie had not heen awarded hlohm' rank; hut
this, no doubt, had heem pr evented by age. Mr.
(‘Ial]\, vetived C.P.0., said that whilst Le could
not go so far hack as Mr. Fooks, he could testifs
to the sterling service by Mr. Davie in latter
vears, Mr. Woodford said that he was specially
])leaw(l to be present, as Mr. Davie was a link
with his (dtr. \‘i'nodfmd’k) father, they having
served  together at  Gravesend in the early
ninetics. He had also had personal touch with
Mr. Davie 1n theiv respective capacities as
officialy, and he had always found him anxious
to give every asgistance., The Imperial Service
Medal was not an empiy decorvation, hut was
awarded only to those whose records stood the
closest investigation. Mr. O'Flynn said it had
heen his good fortune to partner Mr. Davie
during the last few yvears, and their association
would always he a pleasant recollection with
him. Mr. Mevron said that he looked upon Mr.
Davie as an ideal Waterguard Officer, and
prophesied many vears of health and hdppmei%
for the medallist.” Mr. Evans. in offering his
good wishes, said that he noted with pleasure
that the medal being presented to Water-
gnard Officers a good deal more frequently than
in vears gone bv. He took it to be a sign that
the Waterguard was in greater favour than
before.

In reply, Mr. Davie spoke of the real pleasure
it gave him_to veceive the medal, particularly
at the hands of Mr. Donaldson. and in the
presence of so many old friends and colleagues.
He assured all present that the ceremony of that
afternoon would live Tong in his memory.
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CIVIL SERVICE TRAVEL
AS S@LEATIQN

In spite of the fact that the Awsociaiion w
not started nntil fate o 1926, when most Uivid
Servants had  alveady  made  thenr holiday
arrangements, 1t has }nm'ml A great success.
Correspondence from  members shows that the
arrangements bave been widely appreciated.

This Association was fermed to arr ange tours
at modervate rates In winter and summer, for
members of the Civil Morviee in tts widest sense,
their wives, and friends or relatives N\”\‘]m,\.~
with them.

(nutl‘:uh with special hotels will Le made on

hehalf the Association by Sir Henvy Touon,
Ltd, w hn will take all the finnneiad responsihility
for the pavments made,  Any margin of pieofit

e any year will he used by the Commritter, after

paying a fixed p««-(e»r*t'x‘{e for organisction aad
goneral managenient, for the henedif of membors
of ¢ .w Civil Sorvice.

he Assoctation intends to give speciad aiten
timl to the needs of Civil Hervants who wish to
tnke their families (Gncluding voung chifdren)
to Continental seaside rosorts, The \swti ion
will he able to give foll advice and to make 2l
arvangements, thus meeting o peed ot hitherte
provided for.

Booking Deposit, b5, (frst m\t.l}movt of faye
for any tour), Ln NMecretary, -« Travel
Associntion, 6, Funds {wwh {r.lu'dm.s‘ Tondon,
wW.C.1.

-

FUND ELECTION.

CUSTOMS

Dear Sir,—T shill he much obliged if you
will allow me through \01‘1 columns to express
my appreciation and thanks to the subsecribers
to the Customs Fuand nho supnorted me with
their votes at the recent election of Thrector:
and also to thank those of mv colleagues in all
Departments who assisted my candidature. 1
am fully conscious of the honour that has been
done to me as representing the Waterguard
Department, and T desire to acknowledge the
generous response that the subsceribers have
given to our appeal for eeprescntation on the
directorate of our great Service insbitution. T
shall give my hest service to the office to which
I have heen elected in an endeavour to main-
tain the Fund’s sound and progressive policy.—
T am, dear Sir,

Your ohedient Servant,
J. G. FITZSIMONS.

May 6th, 1927.

L

Sir,~-Alow me through the medium of your
columns to thank most cordially the Fund voters
who placed me second on the poll at the recent
election. T congratulate vour rveaders on the
election of a representative of the Waterguard,
as 1 have always considered, with hundreds of
my colleagues of the Landing Sta#f, that the ex-

Pres: desirve for representation of such an
maporiant sechion of the Service should be hoth
respected and assisted.—Yours, ete..

W. L

R

- e -

Denr Bir,—An apology is dne from me to
sany hundreds of members of the Fund for per-
e a.’:,,m: my name to figure in the list of candi-
dntes without eircularising them as to my
intention and policy. This process, hallowed by
tradition and ;ué,tlﬁed oy effect, had to be
neglected by me on this occasion owing to an
unexpected rush of otiher business transpiving
at the secasen of the wusual electioncering
campaign,

It is o source of gratification and surprise
to find swch o large volame of support forth-
coming when I asked no man for his vote, but
hose who woere so good as to glve it un-
ited mayv rest assured that they will not find
e 80 negligent or apparently discourtcous on
any foture ocension.—Vours, ete,,

C. AW, SANDERS

S U i SO,

C. & E. DEPARTMENTAL COUNCIL.

0

he etgbty-fourth niecting of the Council was

in the Custom  House, London, on April
1927, the chair being taken by K. Dvke,

. CI.. CoB. ¥, Deputy-Chairman of the

Bm vd of Custorns and Fxcise,

PROMOTION.

In respect of the guestion previously raised
by the Staff Side as to whether the claims of
(Clerieal Officers holding * acting ¥ higher ap-
pointments in the Statistieal O ﬂiee had been con-
siderad in connection  with  promotion  to
intive appointiments maue in the Secretaries’
and  \ecountant-Gefleral’s Office, the
dal Bide now stated that a scheme of re-
organisation for the Statistical Office would be
put forward to the Office Whitley Committee at
its pext meeting, and that this scheme had an
important bearing on the “acting” appoint-
ments in question. The claims of the officers
coneerned to substantive higher posts in Head-
gquarters establishments would be considered
with those of other members of the basic
Clerieal Grade serving in Headquariters estab-
lishinents, and no special application for con-
sidoration in connection with any particular
yacancy would be necessary.

TRANSFERS

The Staff Side engnired as to the recent
Hmitation of applications for transfer to the
Txecutive Grade to members of the Officer
Grade, and the O?}cml Side replied that after
careful consideration it had been decided that it
was in the pnblic interest to fill three of the
five available vacancies from this source if
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suitable candidates were forthcoming, the other
two being filled by promotions from the
Treasury Clerical Class.

AGE OF RETIREMENT.

It was agreed that to the schedule of exeep-
tions to the agreement of July, 1923, whereby
the age of retirement ¢f He ai‘quurters Staff was
fixed at 61 (with gualifications as to the Board’s
absolute discretion and as to the broken periods),
the following posts should be added:—-Office
Keeper, Assistant Office Xeeper, Surgery
Attendant, Lithogr apl‘P“ and House Porter. It
was understood that the addition of the two
first-mentioned posis to the ligt of exceptions
would re-act on the basic grade whese o
had prospects of prometicn to these posts,

ISSUE OF GENERAL ORDURS.

The Staff side having pointed out that the
delay in issuing the General Order relating to
the May delivery of Old Age Pension Order
Books had detracted from any bencfit which
might be obtainerd from the relaxations Ner-
mitted, the Official Side stated that the matier
was under enquiry.

The Staff Side also called attention to the
delay in issning the General Order relating to
the revision of the forms for Anmua! Beturns
by Users of Industrial Vvl(‘tit"x&t‘?d %phu. ane
the Official Side expressed regret that this was
not done earlier, the delay having been due to
an oversight.

DEPARTMEN . CLERICAL CLASS.
It was dgreell that a standing committee

v

be appointed to deal with matters solely affecting

the Departmental Clerical Clacs as a whole.
OTHER MATTERS.

The Council dealt with a member of other
decisions advised by Local Committees, including
the creation of Fixed Officiator centres, with
results that have been advigsed to the Corm-
mittees concerned.

The next wmeeting of the Council will be held
on Wednesday, June 1st, 1927,

e

CHANGES IN THE STAFF
TRANSVERS.
Preventive Offices Blann, B, ... Porta-
down Land Bavrier, B |

sioto London: Mumby,
W.. Runcorn, Manchester, to Ryee, Dover.
OFFICERS LEAVING THE SERVICE.
Roti1'<xm4mt.—]’rm'.*t\ta;{‘- O e
N. W., London.

Mederson,

VACANCIES,

Preventive Officer: fricheunrd, anse:,
1.6.27; Runeorn, Manchestor,  (An allowance of
€30 per annum for pecforming Tong Room warlk,
g'is-.. ix assigned.)

PRESENTATION.

Mr. A. V. SIMPKIN, AP.O.,, FOLKESTONE.

A interesting event took place in the Long
Roon of the Custom House, Folkestone, ou the
afterncon of Saturday, May 14th, 1927, when
M. A VO sipkin, Assistant Preventive Qfficer,
was presented  with a  Jacobean oak cabinet
eramophone and records and a silver cigavette
case, suttably inscribed, to mark the occasion of
his transfer—after sixtecn yeais at the Port of
olkestone—to Swansea.  The  gifts, Jjointly
wi\'ww by his hrother office Southern Ratlway

fewads, Home  Qdhee  immigration staff, the
(‘ LD, mnl other friends, were presented by
Afe, DAL Louden, Landing Officer, Folkestone.

My, J. . Kins, C.P2.O., was in the chair,
T bis ovening remarks he wished God speed and
zoud huek to 8, 1mpkin. By the presenta-
tion, he said, his friends and collcagues were
wl\mw concrete expiession to their d])ple( iaticn
of s m v good qualities, regret at losing him,
and best wishes for his fnture w eil-being. Letters
were read from \!s AL P Jones, Chief Clerk,
Long oo, e H. K. Jury, ,\tdtl()llllld&t(l,
Iolkestone ', 10;,10%'11;_, their 1nability
o ho present and expressing good wishes for his
future,

in maki L the preseatation, Mr. Louden
cxpressed the hope that the future would he
bright for Mr. Simpkin, and that the gifts
would wive him and his family tiich pleasure;
and that when he was away he would sotmetimes
think of his friends in ¥oli estone.

Verbal tributes to his steriing qualities were
paid by 3esses, Smith, Reid and T homson, of the
Landing Staff; My, E. J. Fooks, representing
the Dover Officers:; and XMessrs, Atkins, Harts-
horn and Venning, of the local Waterguard
stafi. The ome Office tiibule was convey o by
Mereon, who wished him the greatest success
and happiness in his new surroundings.  Mr.
Fooe, of the O3 and \[esm\ Smith and Pag
of (he Seothern Raihwvay, also added their regre
at his departure and ]1\)I)Oh for a happy future.

At the close, the thirty odd representatives
of the various departments present joined lustily
in Hw singing of ©* For he's a jolly ;()od fellow
and the © Frothblowers' Anthemn.’

1

e e e —

CRICKET.

LONDON SGUTH SIDE CLURB OPENS THE
SEASON WITH A WIN.

Faor the first mateh of the season the South
Side e ained the Dover Road C.C. at
Yiower apham on Max 14th. A long spell of
dry weather had deft the niteh very hard, and
it was enticipated  that the ball would play
sorie awlkward pranks.  Under the eirewn-

| ‘er, conditions were not so very

stances, hiow
Bad, and vthe piteh was fairly * ericketahle,”

O
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Mr. C. K. Egan, C.P.0., was present, and
had the satisfaction of seeing the club over
which he presides win tts first match by 63 runs
to 22,

Dover Road batted first, but could do very
little against the bowling of Messrs. Knott and
Steers.  Mr. Knott lost no time in capturing a
wicket 1n the first over; indeed, he was respon-
sible for the dismissal of seven batsmen. Mr.
Steers did well at the other end, and, as the
score shows, proved very difficult to score from.

The South Side batting display gives promise
of some good games during the season, and there
is no doubt that supporters of the club will be
gratified at the way the team has shaped, for it
shonld not be forgotten that it is a new elub and
that many of the members have not plaved for
vears. My, Steers, fourth man in, earried his
bat for 31, and his fearless hitting was a pleasure
to wateh, At one time partnerced hy M.
Baldwin, another batsman who can send the
fieldsmen on a chase to the boundary, it seemed
that the pair would remain set. AT, Baldwin
was, however, canght when he had nereased the
score by seven. Mr. Pescod, who will make club
history, vetired eariy as the result of a par-
ticularly smart cateh in the slips.

Altogether, it was a very enjoyable after-
noon, and clulh members and supporters are
unanimoeus in their pr ophecies that the club
will give a good account of itseli in this its first
yvear,

On May 2Rth the club is at home {Lower
Svdenham) to Fambridge C.C., and on June 4th
visits Butler’'s Wharves C.C. at Perry Hill,
Caitford.

B

WATERGUARD CHESS CLUB CUP
TOURNAMENT.

SECTION 1—ROUND 2.

. G. Boodle, A P.O., W. W. Bishop, A.P.0.,

Newport. Sharpness,
White. Black,

1. P—K4 P—-Ki1

2. P—Q4 Kt Q03
3. PxP Ketx P

4, Kt.—KB3 QK2

H O—Q4 Kt—QB3

6. (—K3 —KB3

7. Rt—QB3 B—QK1t5

R B—Q2 Ki—K2

9. {)Kt——~Q) Q03
10, R—0B4 KBB4
11, O—KBd Kt—Kt3
12, Kt x QBP + K—Q1
13, OxQ BxQ
14 Kt x R Kt-—Kt5
15, Castles P—Rt3
16, Kt —KKt35 Txt— -K
17. B—0B3 Mix B
12, Ktx KBP 4 K—K2
M Kix R B K12
0, P—KH RtxKP

21, Bx Kt on K4 Bxl
29. QR--K1 Kt} B3
23, Kt—QB7 —KB1
24. QK3 B Kt
25, OR~KDB3 4 KeK2
26, R—K1 + B-—K4
27, R—KB7 + K—K3
25, P KB4 B—OR3
20, Px B Itx P
30, R x KKtP K—KB3
31, Rx RP P—3
32, R—R6 4 KKtz
33. Rx P K x Kt

31 Rx Kt

Yesions

Customs and Excise Orphans’,
Widows’ and War Memorial

ESTABLISHED 1866,

President : Stk H. P. Hamiuton, K.C.B.

Vice-Presidents :
W. DONALDSON, Esq.; A. J. DYKE, Tsq,
C.B., Q]> F.: 1. A. HARRIS, Fsq., C.B.I.;
J. 1. MACKLE, Tsg.: N. THOMPSON, Esq.,
5.0, O.BE.; W. YOUNU, Fsq.. C.B.
Treasurer: 8. R MEDWIN, Esq.,, M.BE,

Founded for the purpose of assisting in

the Maintenance and Education of the

Chiidren of deceased Officers and afford-

ing relief to the Widows of Members left
in necessitous circumstances.

All established Officers of the Department
are eligible for Membership on payment of
an Annual Subscription as under

For Members with Ssalaries
not exceeding £100 per ennum 4/
Exceeding £100 and not exceeding £160 ,, 5/
£1

v 60 Ve £350 ,, 10/
" £350 » £B00 ,, 15/
0 £500 per annum . 20p

Forms of Membership and other pariiculars
may be obtained on application to the
Honorary Seocretary,

R. JOHNSON, CUSTOM HOUSE, E\L.




