The Customs Journal.

No. 591,

June 18th,

1927, Fortnightly.

Lommumcat;ons relative to this column should
e addressed to Mr. J. Mervon, 167, Clive Road,
West Dulwich, London, S.E.21.

Proeventive Stalf Association—
. Thames Chambers,
13, Beer Lane,
) London, E.C.8.

The Agenda which the Executive Committeo
had before them at their meeting, commencing
June Ist, resulted in o full three days of
strenuvus discussion,

The annual report for thv Conference, en-
bracing reports frem the ** Customs Journal’
Commitie e, Iducational Commitfee, Organising
Secretary md Geueral Secretary, et uad to be
examined in detail,  The x‘eport of the Kduca-
tional Commitiec is, of course, a new item in
Association affairs this vear, and consideration
of it claimed a good deal of time and attention.
The Secretary of the Central Commitiee, Mr.
Purser, attended during the discussion.  Pro-
gress made was vegnrded as satisfactory, and
proposals from the Central Committee for
turther nnprovements will come before the Con-
ference, together with certain suggestions from

_the Kxecutive.

¥ *® #

The Journal Commiitee seem to have spent
much time during the past twelve months
endeavouring to meet last vear’s eriticisms re-
garding cost of production. The whole guestion
has been thoroughly gone into, and it iz hoped
that the rveport will be favonrably received at
the Conference.

%® * * #

The Executive's own report to the Council iz
a lengthy document covering a large arvray of
subjects.  The most important of these is, of
course, the question of proposed salary claims,
ele. In connection with thls item the Conneil’s
instractions of last venr regarding grading have
been fully carried ent, and reconunendations to
te made have been decided upon,

Requests from certain ports for a rearrange-
ment of the existing system of Districts and
Areas came up for consideration. Members have
complained of not being kept sufficiently in
touch with Association happenings. The Execu-
tive decided to propose to the Couneil that the
present method he examined by a sub-committee
with o view to finding if any improvements can
be made.

It s, of course, quite impossible for every
port to ‘have thg advantage of a Councillor at
meetings. The Council members for each area

l*mﬂd, however, be notified of all local meetings
about to be held, and should he able to keep such
meetings supplied with up-to-date news.

The wautne were of opinion that the
“ Journal 7 could he made mere use of than is
the case at present. At the moment all reports
of meetings are published, end any other infor-
mation of general interest is supplied from head-
quarters.  Very often, however, particular
Districts have a special interest in some phase
of Association activity which is not exhaustively
dealt with under general publication. This is
the {\p]\m’tlmity for the Councillor representing
the members of that Distriet, and understand-
nm their needs, to give thm the henefit of his
intimate me’lexdve of Aasoomhon affairs, A
hrief article in the < Journal,”’ now and again,
from a live Council member would do much to
enlighten members and would also relieve the
Inad at headquarters.  Inecidentally, the addi-
tional copy would be welcomed by the FEditor.

* # #* #*

A meeting of the Waterguard Sectional Con-
mittee is dll‘dnéed for June 21st, and the Staft
Side will meet on the evening of the 20th.
Several important matters upon which the Con-
ference will expect information are on the
enda, but it is doubtful whether it will he
DOSS sible to give a conclusive report om any of
them.

The guestion of uniform will probakly be the
most satisfactory, but even in ‘this cnse it is
tful if any definite statement can be made
regarding the claim for the supply of
mackintoshes.

In the main, the uniform problem is gradually
being solved. Tt is interesting to mote that the
old hitter complaints regarding absurdly cut
garments are dying out, There is a decided
improvement all round.  The increased length
of jacket and the more up-to-date cut of trousers
has done much to achieve satisfaction. The
tronble in the past appears to have been an

sccnmulation of petty imperfections causing a
total effect that was extremely irritating.

The requests made in these columns that all
complaints regarding uniform should be sent to
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Association headguarters have resulted only in
complaints as to misfits being received, and these
have been very few. It is true that in some
instances undue delay has occurred in having
these misfits rectified, but there is every reason
to helieve that in due course such occurrences
will be obviated.

* * k3 *

The date on which the Conference will com-
mence is July 5Sth. By that time it is not
unlikely that some information will be available
regarding Treasury regulations consequent upon
the Trade Unions Bill becoming law, In any
case, it will be necessary for the Council to con-
sider the legal position of the P.8.A. under the
new conditions. It is intended that the pro-
visions of the Bill become operative from
January, 1928

* # AN & -

The series of articles recently started by
“ Caractacus ”’ in the ‘“Journal’ certainly
make topical reading., IEvents of late in the
political world will enable the reader to judge
how far we have drifted from the great 1deals
upon which the English Constitution is based
and which are rightly eulogised by “Caractacus.’

The chief prmmpiu that all law must spr mg
from the people and be administered by the
people, is, according to many authorities
gradually being usurped by the idea of centra-
lisation, TLocal self-government, which stands
for evervthing upon which the English Constitu-
tion was built, 1s slowly being demolished,
Study of the Constitution of the land is un-
fashionable to-day with those who make our
laws, and the result is that Statute Law is
getting quite out of harmony with Common Lasw,
which is the voice of the people. If that is the
case, then oentmhmtmn is_assuming the upper
hand, and if that kind of thing gets a real grip
we are heading towards all the things Comru-
nism would promise us.

» #* * *

Readers of the * New (Civilian ** will have
noticed some very apt comment in that journal
regarding the insulting rveferences made recently
in the House of Commons in connection with
the manner in which the examination of pas-
sengers’ haggage is earried out,

The Waterguard is getting tired of these
frequent and entirely unsubstantiated charges
of officialisin and incivility. No one with any
intimate knowledge of the actual process of
baggage examination could possibly find reason
for complaint. The most disconcerting answer
that could bhe given to the irresponsible eritics
would he the pub?:o%tlon of facts and figures
regarding attempted smu;zﬂing transactions,

Nobody takes a delight in having his personal
be]ongm(?% examined, no mabter how necessary
it might he, and in these cireumstances very
little is required to cause a passenger to take
umbrage. It is surprising, thevefore, that so
few complaints are fortheoming, and that thes
which do come forward can mrer be supported
hv fae‘b

Apart from studving the susceptibilities
of travellers, the officers have, in addition, a
most 1eaponblblp duty to nerierm in plote(*tlng
the Nevenue, and between the two they have a
job that is far from rosy.

Questions such as Sir H. Brittain has raised
are, of course, sensonal, and are, fortunately;
not regarded seriously by the staff,

The Post Oifice arbitration case has now -
come to a close, after a hearmg lasting thirty-
eight days. In view of the hard hitting that
has taken place, it is 1ntel<*mmg and }:Jmﬂm
to note that in the winding up of the case the
Official and Staff Side representatives paid
tribute to each other regarding the mapner in
which the case had heen presented.

It is expected that the award will be made
some time in July., The decision will be eagerly
awaited by all Civil Servants. I the result is
ayailable when the P.S.A. Counference tal
place it will he an item for interesting discug

* # * *

1 have recently received from the Fabian
Seciety a specimen copy of a very interes
hooki entitled ** The 1 h Civil Hervice,
Dr. Finer. The sale pr is Zs., but re(hwo{l
terms ean ho had if a safficient number of copies
are purch ;nmxgh the Association, DMes
bers de: g to take advantage of this afic
sheuld send their names o headgnariers as eavly
as possible.

The hock is of particular interest just at the
moment, and ig & definite aid in e rg the
position of the Civil Hervice under the new
legislation.

J. MERRON.

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,

REPORT OF THE FCURTEENTH MEETING.

In‘mmu(“l as the mecting of the K.C. which
immedaiely precedes the Annnal Conference has
to consider Annual Reports and Accounts of Sub-
Committees; adopt it.cs own Report of progress;
explore the finances of the P.8. A, receive and
oollate Constitutional amendments and reso-
tutions from the Distriets, and a host of othoer
items; it is without doubt the mwost important
meeting of the year.

The Committee sat, under the chairmanship
of Mr. E. P. Madden {P esident), on June tst,
1927, and the two following days, and comprised
Messrs, Merron, Purdye, Sation (co-opted),
Purser { 2o~ Oi}tmﬂ ’F]mmsnn (P eventive
Officers), Ball, Booth, Milne and Powell {Minute
Secretaryy {Assistant Preventive Officers).
REPORTS OF MEEKTINGS,

As an outeome of o discussion on a motion
te circulate minutes of meetings to all places

wheve six or more P.RB.A. members are located,
it wasz decided to give authority for the publL
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eation in the “ Customs Journal ” of as full a
report as practicability and policy permit, and
to instruct the Secreta to render to Districts
a further report embracing the items not so
published.

STAFY STRENGTH.

The Organising Secretary reported that
several Districts had not vet replied to the cir-
cular asking for details of staffing, etc. Tt is
necessary that all Districts should be represented
in the final return.

WATERGUARD FORMS SUB-COMMITTEE.

LisT 142.—The Sub-Committee reported on
its findings in connection with the various sug-
gestions to amend this form, and submitted a
draft revised copy.

Several minor alterations and additions were
recommended by the F.C., and the final draft
was referred to the Conference.

ARRIVAL JOURNAL AND ARRIVAL SHEETS.—
The suggestions in these instances were referred
back to the Sub-Committee f{or further con-
sideration in detail.

SBUBSISTENCE.

The General Secretary reported that the
National Staff Side claim in this matter is now
before the Arbitration Board.

WHITLEY BULLETIN.

Arising out of a discussion on *° Publications,
ete.,” in the Annual Accounts, it was decided
to eancel the Association order for the above
periodical.

WATERGUARD SECTIONAL COMMITTEE.

A meeting of this Committee has been
arranged for June 21st, 1927, This will enable
the Council at the Annual Conference to be in
possession of the latest information on the fol-
lowing questions —8eizures Rewards; Launches
and Boats; Teave Claims; Electric Lamps;
Seniority of Post-War Entrants ; Employment of
¢.P.M. Grade; Uniform. Imstructions were
sziven to the representatives,

STGGESTIONS COMMITTEE.

WATERGUARD CobBS.—This muatter is now
being dealt  with on this Commitiee as a
separate suggestion and not, as previously inti-
mated, as part of a general suggestion on Regu-
lations and Instructions.

FouNTAIN PENS.~—The General Secretary re-
ported that representations by the Staff Side for
the supply of fountain pens to meinbers of the
Department have been put forward, and that
pegotiations in connection with this were nearing
_satisfactory conclusion.

LIGHTS ON SHIPS.—The suggestion that ships
from foreign arriving at night should exhibit a
special light until such times as the Customs
Officer has been aboard, stands adjourned.

MERCHANTS® OVERTIME CHARGES.—The E.C.
decided to support a suggestion seeking collation
of all orders, circulars and rulings bearing upon
charges to be raised on merchants in respect of
overtime in one General Order.

T
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The negotiations by the *° Customs Journal 7’
Sub-Commitiee in the question of a new contracy
is proceeding, and there is every possibility of
a favourable completion before the Conference,

The Annual Report was adopted.

ANNUAL REPORT OF EXECUTIVE.

The Annual Report was considered in detail.
Reveral alterations were made and the final draft
approved.

(Copies of this document have now been for-
warded to Councillors and, immediately following
the Conference, will be circulated to all District
officers.)

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SECTION.

Considerable interest will be evoked by the
first. Annual Report of the Central Committee on
the operation of the initial stages of the Scheme.
An exploration of the finances at this stage,
whilst giving some indication of the possibilities
of the movement, will not reflect as true a
picture as would a statement rendered after a
complete cyele of terms embracing an examina-
tion.

Among the recommendations of the Com-
mittee are to be found i—

(i.) That there be three definite terms per
annum.

(ii.) That the fee for the Preliminary Course
be increased.

(iii.) Suggested course for Preventive
Officers,
{Copies of this Report have heen circulated

to Councillors and will be sent to Districts after

the Conference.)

PROMOTION BY MERIT.

The Executive Committce has decided to
recommend to the Council an alteration to the
present system of promotion from Prev. Officer
to Chief Prev. Officer. A resolution embodying
the proposal has heen forwarded. ~

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

The Counecil will meet in Annual Conference
at Andertor’s Hotel, Fleet Street, Loundon, on
July 5th, 1927, and the two following days.

Resolutions from the Districts and the F.C.,
and proposals to amend the Constitution, have
been circulated to all Councillors and District
officers,

TLABOUR PARTY.

Natice has been given of a motion to dis-
continue affiliation with the Labour Party in
consequence of Clause 5 of the Trade Union and
Trade Disputes Bill, and to make any necessary
amendments to the Constitution.

LOCAL MATTERS.

Instructions and advice on purely local
guestions have been forwarded direct to the
Districts concerned.

DISTRICT MEMORANDUM.

Separate report has been circulated to Dis-

triet officers on the following subjects —Seizure
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Rewards; Age of Retirement of Tuspectors and
Waterguard Supts. ; Launches and Boats; Officer
Grade and Preventive Staff ; Waterguard Claims.

W. H. POWELL.

- R -
SWANSEA.

A well-attended meeting was held on Friday,
May 27th, at the  Market Café,” Oxford Street,
Swansen, with Ar. P. Ould, A. P 0., in the chair.
One of the main 1tems on the agenda was the
guestion of the A.P.0.'s Leave Scheme,

The Local Secretary was instructed to obtain
the views of the A.P.O.’s in the District regard-
ing the scheme in operation at present and to
submit a rotation for their approval.

Many other items of local interest were
discussed and dealt with as far as possible.

The meeting toerminated at 9.45 p.m. with a
hearty vote of thauks to the Chairman.

-~ - -
HULL.

The guarterly meeting was held at the Metro-
pole on May 20th. Mr. C. O'Neill presided over
a poor attendance of members.

Correspondence and circulars from the Gen,
Secretary were read, special reference to the
F.C. minutes of February being made. The
subject of promotion was discussed at some
length.

The question of arrears of members’ sub-
seriptions was dealt with by the meeting, and
it was noted that the present rules of the P.S.A.
do not refer to any penalty for non-payment of
subscriptions.  The Councillors were instructed
to bring this matter before the Annual Con-
ference. 1t was recommended that any member
falling two quarters in arrears should auto-
matically become a non-member and lose his
rights to any individual representation, and also
to any benefit from the V.E.C. Application to
re-join should first be placed before the Fxecun-
tive Comniittee,

The business concluded with the discussion of
local affairs.

BETWEEN TIDES.

PARAGRAPHS FROM THE DISTRICTS.

LONDON.

On May 20th, before J. Sharpe, Esq., at
Thames Street, a fireman of the s.s. “° King-
fisher,”” from O%tond was charged with smug-
gling 2 1h. cigarettes ‘0.8, and 1 Ib. mgars 0.5.
He pleaded gwlt_v and was fined 8.V.D)., Mz,
Sharpe taking into consideration that he had
lost his work in consequence of his action. The
zoods were discovered in the bunker coal by
AMr. A.N. Platten, A.P.O., under the supervision
of Mr. Rawle, P.O.

DUNSTON-ON-TYNE.

”I‘ho chicef engmeel of the Belgian vessel,

lot Albert,” was charged at ihe Gateshend
Police Court on May 25th with know ingly con-
cealing 1% Ib. cigarettes, the treble duty and
value of which amounted to £47 95, 6d.

The magistrates imposed a fine of £15 16s. 6d.,
being the single duty and value of the goods,
or in default two months’ imprisonment. The .
fine was paid.

The goods were discovercd ingeniously con-
cealed under the flooring and in the casing of
the engine-room thrust shaft by Mr. Graham,
AP.O., during the rummage of the vessel under
the supervision of Mr. Bugg, P.O.

The case for the Crown was conducted by My,

1. Corner, C.P.O,

- e e

HULL.

At the Hull City Pol.cu Court on the Znd ingt.
a fireman on the s.s. *“ Kovao,” from Danzig,
was charged with concealing 25 1 Th, 0.8, tobacco,
Mr. 1. Johnson, Waterguard Superintendent,
and Mr. G. O'dMaller, C.P.0., represented the
Bepartment, and sued for £700 penalty, The
Bench convieted the offender, and fined him £25
or twp wmonths’ imprisonment. The fine was
paid, time being allowed.

The tobacco was found in the foreed air
draught equipment of the vessel in the port and
starboard boilers, The pzu-]mgos of tobaceo were
dropped down the air check column or space,
the only means of entraace heing through the
ash-pit door. Great difficuliv wasg experienced
by Messes, A. Moss, W, E, Kiddell and W. 8.
Qutram, A.P.0.s, in bringing the tohacco to
the surface. The rummaging crew was under

the supervision of 3r. R. A, Crooks, P.O

AND SCOTS AREN'T FUNNY!

A voung man was sent from the Execise Office
in Edimburgh to a remote part of the Highlands
to diseover a suspeeted ‘“illicit still,””  After
tramping many miles over the moors he met a

native, with whom he got into conversation,
onnturﬂlv the young man satd @ ‘“ Donald, Tl
give you £3 If you’ll show me where there’s a
private still.”’

The money changed hands. The two set off
over the moors together, and the young man
walled and walked until he felt wobbly at the
knees.

“ Have we far to go?  he asked wearily.

““ Na, na, jist roon’ the hill an® a wee bit
farther on.”’

At last they came to a cottage and knocked
at the door. A big man appeared. “ Here's a
man to see ve, Maitland,” sm'd Daonald; then,
turning to the Excise n“m ¢ Sandy was 21 years
in the Army and he's a prlvate still.?
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PARILIAMIN'T.

“ CARACTACUS.”

1L.—THE BEG!NNING OF PARLIAMENT.

It was stated in the first of this series that
the Constitution of our country grew, cusily and
natarally, as o part of our nation 1’Lseif and in
tracing the manner of its evolution we must,
perforce, also follow the history of the country,

The history of our Constitution is the history

of the Houses of Parliament and its trapsition
from an assemblage of represen tatives of the
people somewhat analogous to a Whitley Joint
Committee to an  almost perfect legislative
machine with the experience of six hundred
vears behind it. 1 we would gain a true under-
standing of what our Government really is, we
niust lumrd not so much what it seems 0 be
to-day, but rather what it has heen in the past-—
what it has done, its vicissitudes, and what it
has iried and failed to do. The man who sneers
at Pmuam@nt as a *“ talking shop 7' merely dis-
plays his lack of undel%tmuung: and historical
know} ledge, for Parliament was, as its name
implies, mlgm% llv a gathering of delegates for
the purpose of discussing varions problems of
national import. So far as T am aware, and 1
think most people would agree, this basic object
has never been altered, and we must not lose
sight of the fzwt that legislative power has
nm’ ely developed front it. Indeed) it will be a
bhad ﬂm; for us if and when the Honse of Com-
monsg ceases to talk and attempts to govern—a
thing which it has several times tried to do and
has failed signally always. We should hesitate
to condemn even ifs irregularities and perver-
asities, for they arve the result of the irregularities
and pnrvm gitics of our national history; rather
should we hail them as evidence of the natural
process of evolution in our scheme of govern-
ment, which gives 1t that stability of which we
are justly proud. Tf we would eriticise the short-
comings of our national assembly, let our eriti-
cisin be construectively de\wned through the
medium of the ballot-hox, to car rv on the process
of modification and expansion which has brought
ns to wheve we are to- day

In the preceding article there was a veference
to the habit our continental forvefathers estab-
lished of ‘¢ talking things over,” and we cannot
do better than return to that point,

These early Teutonic tribes, in their father-
land, had an wuncongenial climate to contend
with, and an equally difficult soil, and heing
almost entirely agrarian, gunickly discovered the
necessity of concerted action. The formation of
communes was the natural outecome, and we sce
the beginning of communal councils, at first
informal, but with steadily growing definition
and autonomy. Probably it was the commune
which did most to form the character of these
ancestors of ours, and made them so distinctive
as compared with contemporary peoples in the

rest of Kurope who were generally so much better
fuvoured in the matter of climate, soil, and so
forth, and had so little need to exert themselves
unduly, or for foresight and common action. So
it s, then that the Teutonic peoples were the
first to band together with any sort of order,
and so realised the hegmmngs of a national
conscionsness, logically carrying the same habits
of thought inte effect as between fribe and tribe
as they did between individuals in the commune.

We find better favoured peoples accepted
things much as they found them, having no
great incentive to fight, while the Teuatons were
compelled, in seli-preservation, te rely upon
their superim ity over condit,ions and thus de-
veloped the characteristic which is most neces-

sary to a successful polity, the art of conference
and hard work., In this regwd we may safely
compare the history of our nation with that of
athers, whose perinds of natinnal reatness were
wwincident with powerful dynasties of great per-
sonality. The fact that these latter were
actuated mainly by a desire for power and con-
quest, without a national capacity for steadyx
hard wmk behind them, explains, T think, why
our ecivilisation has Tasted so much longer than
theirs., Thix and similar ideas make me im-
patient of tho scaremonger who sees national
tuin_as the imminent outcome of each school of
revolutionary thought which arises, because dis-
content is the antithesis of apathy, and its very
oxistence bespeaks the presence of a condition
somewhere which needs a remedy, and a strong
determination somewhere to find that remedy.
In each revolt of thought is a germ of justice
and right, and as discussion is brought to hear
upon the subject, that germ is Depamted from
its accompany ing prejudices and goes to swell
the stream of political progress, while the
‘ revolutionary 7’ becomes more and more re-
spectable. Qur history is ene of aggressive dis-
content, and it is well. While discontent
continues in harness with constroctive Jegisia-
tion our political progress will continue. But
to return.

‘We have seen how the Teutons came to form
communes, cut off from their neighhours by
geographical considerations such as hill-chains,
rivers, forests, and it is in these communes that
we first find a development of political life.
When these peaple left their wolf-heset forests
and river-girt settlements and came, first to
plunder, then to settle in, this country, they
brought the instinct for conference with them.
(lommg as they did, in small hands, their early
settlements here had in the attacks upon them
of the rightful owners of the land, an additional
need for preserving that instinet. Agrarian,
lovers of green nature, the open spaces, the
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woaods, they burned every township they found,
seﬁtlmg;, as was their wont, in small villages, and
so preserving the communal t\'pc of life. “Villa qe
associated W cith village for the twin purposes of
defence and conquest, until finally tl;ere came
to be a central council abeout the king, a nominal
head who led his villager subjects i war and
settled disputes of o wide character. IFrom the
petty kingdoms there emervged the three great
kingdoms of Merecin, Northumb rm, and Wesgox.
When the Danes. had come in their teeming
hordes and well-nigh conquered the whole
country, Wessex, small but central and compact,
broke ‘che fload, re-conguered the country, and
set up its contral council. But this council was
still o vague, remote thing to the people of the
villages, searcely touching their everv-day life,
and ”the king was a shadow someone who ruled
somewhere in Winchester or London,  This
system of national life continued, through more
or less tensive changes, up to the eleventh cen-
tury, and then, although the Conqueror com-
ple altered the central government, he
displayed his wisdom hy leaving the commune
and the shire court severely alone. He went
further in giving legal identity to what had
formerly been customary, and here we see a great
heginning of the principle of precedent which
has, through history, been such 2 bulwark to the
people, and which has become so important in
the constitution and government of to-day.
Mast people coneeive the Norman Conunest to
have been a complete subjugation of the people.
1t is an erroneous idea. There was very little
change, at first, in their life, or they wonld not
have heen so tractable as they undoubtedly were.
The only changes immediately apparent to them
were the appearance of strange landlords who
spoke a foreign tongune, and the fixation of their
customs,

Tt is from then until towards the end of the
fifteenth century that we find the slow founding
of our Pm‘]mnmniarv system  as weo know it
to-day. Under the Normans there sprang up
two distinet ideals of government, and the
country was fortunate in pr oﬁt]ng from the con-
tention between them by receiving the hest that
helonged to them bhoth. We find the havons,
while accepting the king as the governor or
national head, claimed an hereditary right to
advise, or even to dictate to and limit him.
That was the feudal ideal. Against that was
the ideal which the Norman kings, with a not

altogether disinterested clergy and legal
fr'ltormfv behind them, encouraged an ideal
which lecrm‘dud the Lm;_, mther as a henevolent,
antocratic owrer of the land in which his people
lived, with a paternal interest in their welfare,
governing ’(hxous{h the Magnum Concilinm the
Great, or King's Council. ()pmmn is divided as
to whether to this Couneil or the W itanagemote
of Alfred the Great should be aseribed the origin
of Parliament, although the writer favours the
view that they have an egual elaim, that we have
developed the best of both, and that the points
they had in common have the greatest signifi-
cance in the svstem of onr day. That point is
the gathering about the king, first at his com-

mand, but later also of their own volittiop or at
his request, to advise, assist, or even tb eurb
him, of individuals I‘G})l esenting the clgsses, who
wvere there to assist in the enactment and the
definition of laws, the confirmation of declara-
tions of war and of peacs, collection and levying
of taxes, and so on.

This ideal which was fostered by the Nm‘man
fings was normally, 1 should Uunk the most
acceptable to the peopl v ﬂwv alre uldv hegan,
in ﬂ e twelfth century, to feel too keenly the
iron heel of the nob Iu ‘and a baronial ohgarchv
would have been a further medium of oppression
for them, although, had the country still been
as cntively agrarian as it was before the Coun-
guest, the country people might have supported
the other ideal by reason of local attachment,

Arising from the contention between these
two  opposing  ideals, we find that the lef 8
power waxed and w Caned divectly as that of the
barons diminished or increased. The 'wcakn(’fw%
of the nobility was the king’s power.

Magna Carta was wrung from John by this
oligarchy of nobles, and it is indieative of the
st,eh'*th of fecling 1 n the country thot the clerg
and the lawyers were so much at one with their
natural enemies in opposition to the king's
policy. Remembering the Charter, some folk
are constrained to think that constitutional pPro-
gress has been gained hy the restriction of
roval power. This is a wholly erroneous perspec-
tive to take. Tt is much more true to say that
it has been by the definition of its means of
expression,

The Charter was a areat class victory for the
bavons, hut it went much further than that, for
it defined the methods of judicial admimistration,
collection of taxes, weights and measures; it
prohibited confiseation of a workman’s tools
which were his means of livelihood; and the
demand that the tenants of the overlord should
receive the same consideration as did the baron
from his king had an inealeulably far-reaching
theoretical, and later, practical effect. The Con-
stitution to-day emhochecs also an almost literal
acceptance of two of the great principles of the
Magna Carta, namely, that it is unlawful for
the }nng to levy taxes without the consent of the
CGireat Men of the Realm (then, the barons; now,
the electod representatives of the people together
with the Tords), and the principle of trial by
peers.

Note the first of these two great prineiples.
Tt involves the calling together of a hodv of great
men, and this is provided for in Article X1V, of
the Charter, Tf veads:—

“ Por the holding of the Common Conneil
of the Realm We will cause to be summoned
Archbishops, Bishops, Abhots, Farls, and
greater Barons mdlmduﬂh by Qur lotwm

and W o will also cause to he xm.m@on@ﬁ cols
Ieotn* ely through Om‘ Sheriffs and Bailiffs
all those w ho hold of Us in Chief for a fixed

r, that is, at the end of forty days at

least, and in all OQur letters we will state
the canse of the svmmoens.” (14 needed
forty days to reach Tondon in those days
from the remote districts.) °
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The significance of that clause is that it
means the creation of a House of Parliament.

Now there is another small but important
point. All barons were tenants in chief of the
king, but there had heen a gradnal divergence
betweon the greater barons (Hld the lesser, re-
sulting in the formation of twe distinet classes,
and the Charter gave legal reeognition to the
distinetion between them, g¢iving the greater
barons the right of individual summons to the
King’s Couneil. This right exisis to-day for
he lcdifa;'y members of the Mouse of Lords.” The
lesser barons received only the right to a collec-
tive summons issued through the king’s sheriff
{and they probably never oheved it),

On numerous oceasions in the period follow-
ing, suecceding kings were compelled to confirm
this.and other Charters, and so there grew up
a rewgmmon ni the principle, founded upon
precedent, that a baren, ence surmoned as an
in(iivuma;, hag the right always to be so called
in the future, and that this right shiall be handed
down to bis hereditary heirs. Just so m()n as
these principles are definitely ln(‘aﬁmse{\ wour
House of ]’m linmend beeomes 2 House of Lords.

Again, the clat e e cognises also the right of
the other body, the lesser barons, te be suwn-
moned to participate in the work of legisiation
and if they did not for some censiderable time
avail themselves of i1, it was nevertheless there,
firmly established as by law provided, ready for
them when the time shewld come when ifhev
wished to nse it.  As we now know, it was
prineiple of very greab importance.

Here we must note also that two venrs hefore
the Charter, that is, in 1213, on at least two
cccasions when councils were called to diﬁ(uss
affairs and complaints arising frem the king's
business, there were present rem*osaontatn es of
othor classes than the barons. During the sue-
ceeding forty or fifty vears we find knights and
the smaller landed gontry generally comummg
to form a counter-balance to the nower of the
barons. In 1254, we find Henry IH. divecting

the sheriffs to summon four knights from each

eounty to confer with him ax to what finaneial
assistance they were ahle and willing to give.
‘his process went on apace in the period
following 1215 until, when Simun de Montfort
formed his famous PurBament in 1265 and
cansed to be swmwmouned two knights from each
shire, two citizens from each ecity, and two bur-
ge'“ﬁ from each borough, the prmmple of repre-
sentative gover nment was very firmly established,
although, of course, only those bavons w ore
present who hai 4&\1'*0(1 him fv“ ms»;t the king.
Fdaward 1., in his “ Model 7 Parliament, 1
addition to this, followed the precedent set by
his uncle by summoning also the Avchbishops,
Bishops, Abhots, Farls and barons, greater und
lesser. The natursl result of elass fecling was
the segregntion of the clergy, the harons ‘mc{
the enrls, and the knights, citizens and burgesses
into three di%ﬁm" groups, and Iater on we find
the cler o.m);mm ont altogether and forming
thedr C‘wv“( ition, while the other two greups
remaived, sharply defined, as the beginnings of

a House of Commons (Communes) and a House
of Lords, the latter called individually by
hereditars or traditional right, and the former
by summons of the sheriff as the selected repre-
sentatives of their cities and boroughs and of
the smaller landed gentry. They met at first in
the sume chamber, but it was not very long
befﬂre the Commons began to meet in the
Chapter of Westminster Abbey, and later in the
Chagpel of 8t, Stephan, the Lords remaining at
Westminster Palace, and the division was com-
plete. This arrangement continved until the
destruction of the Palace by fire in 1834, when
1t was replaced by that monument of ministerial
niggardiiness, the present Houses of Parliament.

CUSTOMS WATERGUARD
CHESS CLUB.

A Committee meeting was held on June 10th
at the Surrey Commercial Docks, London, Mr.
C. E. BEgan, C.P.0., occupied the chair, and the
members present were Messrs., Smallwood and
Dudley, P.0.’s, and Bishop and Boodle, A.P.0O.’s

The Chairman opened the meeting with a
hearty welcome to the outport officers. The
rules of the club were discussed and suitably
amended in readiness for printing on the mem-
bership cards.

It was decided to issue 1LC.F. laws free to
each member on payment of the entrance fee,
and sufficient club score sheets to carry members
through the tournaments.

The Hon. Secretary was instructed to afhliate
with the Civil Service Chess Assgociation,

The purchase of the Cup was discussed, and
it was decided to leave this matter in the hands
of the Committee members in London.

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of
thanks to the Chairman, who, in reply, con-
gratulated Mr, Boodle on his good and ardnous
services in the formation of the club, and to all
s in their unanimous mxpport of a club
which, he had no doubt, would become larger and
would prove of great benefit to the W aterguard
Service generally.

The positions in  the tournament to date
stand as follows :—

SECTION 1.

Ployed Lost TMes.
Mr. W. G. Thomson, P.O., Liverp’l 3 0 3
Mr. P Boodle, A.P.0., Newport

(Mon.) .. 2 0 2
Mo J. M. Mitehell, APO., Teith 2 0 2
"&f". ;‘\. Hardie, C. P 0., Ayr i 0 1

LW }(Jdman, A P.O., Liver-
p(ml 4 3 1
The » enmmder-—“\hl
SECTION 2.
Kilis, A.P.O., Newpuort
. L1 0 1
Matthews, A.PVO.,} Do, 2 1 1
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We notice in the
Tape” that the Civil Service Clerical Associa-
tion has sanctioned, at this yvear’s Conference,
a scherne whereby the Association pays a death
benefit of £20 to the represcntatives of every

full member whoe dies in harness. There is
always more or less delay in the payment of
insurance moneys, ete., and the effect of this new
scheme will be that the Clerical Association will
be able to assist as soon as possible after notifi-
cation of death has been received. 1t will readily
be seen that the C.5.C.A. is now able to render
valuable aid at a time when assistance is
generally most needed.
* # * *

Although it is still a fair distance to August
22nd, the closing date for criticisms of the Pre-
ventive Officers’ Guide, there is no real reason
why your effort should not be posted this week.
Your entry mway make all the difference to future
editions. Perbaps the idea you have at the
back of vour mind has not been thought of by
anyone else. Why not put your pen to paper
and send it along to us? We are authorised to
receive it and the V.E.C. is anxious to make the
booklet useful to all members. Address to the
Editor,

CHANGES IN THE STAFF.

TRANSFERS,

Chief Preventive Officer, Lower
Woffenden, A., Delfast, to London.

Preventive Officers: Hodge, W. T, Barry
Dock, Cardiff, to Runcorn, Manchester: Wilson,
C. G., Dover, to Gravesend, London.

PROMOTIONS.

Chief Preventive Officer, Lower Section, to
Upper Section: Hurley, M., London, to Ply-
mouth,

Preventive Officer to Chief Preventive Officer,
Lower Section (Unattached): Themas, J.,
Bangor, Chester, to Office of Inspector-General
of Waterguard,

OFFICERS LEAVING TIE SERVICE.

Retirements., — Chief Preventive Officers,
Upper Section : Jarvis, W, A, Liverpoal; Tizard,
E.. Middlesbrough, Sunderland. Preventive
Officer : Hanlon, M., Fishguard, Swansea. Mate-
in-Charge: McDBride, A., Liverpool,

Seeclion

June 18th%1927,
VACANCIES.
Preventive Officer: Gravesend, -London,
23.7.1927.
OBITUARY OF SUPERANNUATED
OFFICERS. :

Hails, W., Preventive Officer.

The name and address of the writer (not
necessatrily for publication) should be given
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no
responsibility for the views expressed.

Sir,—It is now some time since a plebiscite of
the A.P.O, Grade resulted in a majority vote in
favour of monthly payment of snalaries, vet the
Association does not appear to be in any hurry
to bring about the desired change.

ls it not time that our Esccutive adopted a
nore active and pushing policy instead of merely
contenting themselves with carryving resolutions
or adopting motions and then letting the matter
rest for months on end?

Another subject of vital interest to the Grade
was temporarily shelved at the last Annual Con-
ference, and we have since heard nothing further
concerning  it. I  refer to * Promotion by
Merit.”

The E.C. was instructed to draw up a scheme
based on new points raised at the meeting, We
are still waiting to hear of any such scheme, and
are likely to be doing so after this year's Con-
ferepce unless we press for better results from
our Councillors.

It is well known that time, as well as tide,
waits for no man, and If we are nearing our
superannuation when the benefits we are fighting
for to-day are gained, it is of little use having
an Association except for the settling of local
differences. 8o, wake up, you younger men, and
let your Councillors know that wou want aetion
as well as discussion.  Conditions of service in
the Grade have bimproved beyond recognition in
the last few yvears, but we don’t want to drift
back to pre-war standards of salary, service and
promotion, We must keep on progressing, and
I look to the post-war enirants to keep the ball
rolling and to become the live wires of the
AP0, Grade,~—Yours, ete.,

“CEUITURIST




