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Tlw .\~('nda which the Exc~eutiH, Connnitteo 
hatl bl·fore at thei t· 
June 1st. n•sultetl 1n a 

dlbt'US~lOIL 
The annual report tlw Conference, em-

reiJOrts from '· Customs Journal " 
Educa1ionnl Organising 

General Jwd to be 
in detail. Fduea-

tional Committee is of course, n new item in 
"\ssociabon affairs ti1is . aiHl consideration 
:'.f it ;c;!aimed a g~wd of time and attention. 
lhe t>ecretan· or tho Central CommiUee, Mr. 
Pnt·ser. atteridt•d the disr•ussion. Pro-
gress tnadt~ 1r~ts as and 
proposals from tht• Central 
further inqH·ovl'IHicllh .,. ill cume 
jp!'('ll(•(" ,,;th 

_th~ ., . 

* * 

The Exet,ati,·e's 0\\'11 to the Conncil is 
doeunwnt a array of 
The lll!):;l important of ,is, of 

the question of salary eJmms, 
eLc. n conm•.ction \Yith item the C.'onneil's 
instr11Ptions of grading hnvc: 
been fullv recomnwndnti(ms to 
h: made 'have been upon. 

Requests from certain ports for a reurrangP-
ment of the existing of Districts uml 
Areas carrw up for :'llembers have 
complained of not being :mfli.eiently in 
touch with Association Execu-
tive deeided to propose the 

method be examined 
a vicnv to finding if any 

be made. 
It i>', of course, r111ite 

have the advantage n 
'['he Council nHltHbers each area 

no:W<W<lr. he notified of all local meetings 
should he able to keep su(·h 

meetings with up-to-date news. 
The Executive were of opinion that the 

" Journal " could he made mere use of than 
the case at present.. moment all 
of meetin?;s are :cmd mw other 
matiun of supplied from hl•ad-

however, 
interest in some 

which is not 
dealt with under general publication. 
t!w opponunity for the Councillor 

or that District, lUJ(l 

lH~tHls, to give the1u 
lznowl<•drrp of 

ariiel{; in th~ ".Journal,'' now :mcl again. 
live Couneil member would do mn~h to 

members and would also reliere tlw 
nt headqunrters. lncid<>nbll~·. the addi­

copy would be welcomed b~· the Fditor. 

* * 
A meeting of the \Vaterguard Ret•tional Colll-

mittee is arranged for ,June and the Staff 
Side will meet on the' of the 20th. 
Several important which the Con-

will arc on the 
but it whether it will he 
to report on an~· of 

uniform will prohalJI~· 
cvun in this ense 
~tatenwnt 
for the 

main, the uniform problem is g!'fl(tunll~· 
It is interesting to :note that the 

complaints regarding absurdly eut 
arc dying out. There decided 

all rmmd. 'l'he increa~ed length 
and the more np-to-rlatp r:ut of trousers 
mnch to achieve The 
the past appears to bt>Pll an 

>W<cnmulation of petty imperfection~ causing fl 

total effect that was extremely irritating. 
The requests made in these columns that all 

regarding uniform should be sent to 
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Association headquarters have resulted only in 
complaints as to misfits being received, and these 
have been very few. It is true that in some 
instances undue delay has occurred in having 
these misfits rectified, but there is every reason 
to believe that in due course such occurrences 
will be obviated. 

* * 
'l'he date on which the Conference will com­

mence is July i)th. By that time it is not 
unlikely that some information will he available 
regarding Treasury regulations consequent upon 
the Trade Unions Bill becoming law. In an;<· 
case, it will be necessary for the Council to con­
sider the legal position of the P.S.A. under the 
new nmdition:o. It is intended that the 
VlSlons of tlw Bill become operative 
Janunry, 1928. 

* * 
The series of articles recently started 

Caractacus " in the " J~ournal " 
make topical r<:ading. Events late in the 
political world will enable the to judge 
how far we have driftt>rl from tlw ideals 
upon which the English Constitution based, 
and whi.:h are rightly eulogised by ''Caractacus." 

The chief principle, that all law mm;t 
from the people and be adminic;tered the 
people, is, according to many authoritiP:' 
gradually being usurped by the idea of centra­
lisation. Local self-government, \l·hich stands 
for everything upon which the English Constitu­
tion was built, is slo\Yly being demolished. 
Study of the Constitnt,ion of the land un­
fashionable to-nay with those who m<1ke our 
la.ws, and the result is that Stntute Lnw is 
getting quite out of harmony with Common I,nw. 
which is the voice of the people. If that is thP 
ease, i:h!'n centralisation is nssnming upper 
hand, and if that kind of thing a n'al grip 
we are !wading towa.rcls all the Commu-
nism would promise us. 

Readers of the " New Civilian " will hnve 
noticed very apt eonnnent in that journal 
ragarding insulting references made recentl.v 
in the Hou:le of Commons in connection with 
the manner in which the examination of pas­
sengers' haggage is carried ont. 

'l'he \Vaterguard is getting tired of these 
frequ0nt and entirely unsubstantiatPd charges 
of offidalism and incivility. No one with 
intimate knowledge of the actual process 
baggage examination eould possibly find reason 
for complaint. The most disconcerting answer 
that could be given to tlw irr<'sponsihle 
would be: the publication of fnets and 
regarding attempted smuggling transactiom. 

Nobod~· btkes a delight in having his personal 
belongings pxamined, no matter how necessary 
it might, he, and in these cireumstaneeR 
little is required to cauRe n pussenger to 
umbrage. It i~ surpri:sing, therefore, that so 
few complaints are forthcoming, and that thoso 
which do come forward efln rarely h; snpport<·d 
hy fact, · · 

Apart from .-.tud,ving tlw suEeeptihilitic>s 
of tra.veliers, the officers have, in addition, a 
most responsible duty to perform in protecting 
the and between the two thev have a 
job far from rosv. . • 

such as Si~· H. Brittain has raised 
oi eonrse_~ set:F;onal, aud are, fortpn0.tely; 

regarded ;;lt•rionsly by the 
1'he Post Oif.ce arbitration case has now 

con1e to a (']o;,;c~ after a hearin~; 
e(glu; In view of the hard 
has place, it is interC'sting nud 
to note that in the '1,\"intlin~ up of 
Official and Shdf Side 

to e<1eh other 
the e:1se had been 

It Js -chat rnndD 
some time July, The '""''''w" 
awaited by all Civil Servanb. 
available when the P.S.A. Conferenee takes 
place it will he an item fo,· interesting diseu~:sicn. 

-irtt:orr:st. jnst nt 
nid in e~titnnting 

n ndt~r t:hc lHY';Y 
{ 

,J. MERR::IN. 

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOOATION. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

REPORT OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING. 

as the meeting of 
nr<>r•miP~ the Annnal 

Reports Aec:o1111t:s of Sub-
adopt its own of progress; 

tlw of the rN·eiYe nnd 
<<ollate Constitutional 
!ntions from the J)ishiets, 
items; it is without doubt thP 1nost imporLmt 
meeting of the year. 

The (',onunitteP on.t, nndPr thP 
of i\"lr. E. P. l\!adllPn (PrP~i<1Pnt). on Jm~c 1 
11127, and the two following and f'Ompr :sed 
Messrs. MPrron, Pnrd~·P, (eo-opted), 
Purser (eo-opted), T)10msnn (Prrv-Pntive 
Offieers). BalL Booth, ~filnc and Powe1! (]\·{inntP 
8ef'r('tar~·) U\soistant Pn•v('ntiv<' Offkers). 

RYPOHTS OF }JEETINGS. 
;\~ an ~H~t(·nn1(• <1f ~: diseus:-.:l~nl 

t0 t'irculate minutes 
w hero six or morE' 
it wn.:; decided to 
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c-ation in the " Customs ,Journal " of as fn 11 a 
report as practicability and policy permit, and 
to instruet the Secretaries render to Districts 
a h1rther report t!1e items not so 
published. 
B'I'AFF STRENGTH. 

The Organising 
Districts had 

nskjng fot 
ne'f·e:;s~Jcrv that all 

return. 

IVATERGCAHD FOH~fS SUB-CO)DH'l''I'EK 
LIST 142.-The Sub-Committee reported on 

its findin11:s in eonneetion with the various sug­
gestions to amend this form, and submitted a 
draft revised copy. 

Several minor nlterations and additions were 
recommended by the KC. and the final draft 
was referred to the Conference. 

ARRIVAL .JOURXAL AND ARRIVAL SHEETS.­
The suggestions in these instances were referred 
hack to the Sub-Committee for further con­
sideration in detail. 

SUl~SISTEXCE. 
'l'he General Secretary reported that the 

National Staff Side claim in this matter is now 
before the Arbitration Board. 
'vYHITM;y B'GLI.-ETIX. 

Arising out of a disem;sion on " Publications, 
etc.," in thE, Annual Accounts, it was decided 
to cancel the Association onlet· for t.be above 
periodieal. 
\YATlmJHJ..\ HD SECTION AI, C011l\ll'l'TEE. 

A meeting of this Committee lm~ been 
.June 21st. 1D27. This will enable 

at the Anr!ual Conference to he in 
'w''"<'~'""" of the latest information on the fol-

questions :-Seizures Rewards; Launches 
'nnl ; J,ea,ve Claims; J.:Jeetric Lamps; 
Seniority· of Po.st-War Entrants; Employment of 

P.J\f. Grade; l.~niform. Instructions were 
to tiH~ representatives. 

SUGGF~STIONS COl\DHTTEE. 
\VATERGUARD CODES.-This matter is now 

being ch:alt with on this Conllnittee as a 
suggestion and not, as previously inti­

as part of a general suggestion on Regu­
lations and Instructions. 

FOUNTAIN PENS.-The Genernl Sceretnry re­
ported that representations by the Staff Side for 
the supply of fountain pens to members of the 
Department have been put forward, and that 

in conneetion with this ~ncre nearing 
conclusion. 

LIGHTS ON SHIPS.-The suggestion that ships 
from foreign arriving at night should exhibit a 

light until sueh times as the Customs 
has been aboard, stands n(l,iourned. 

MERCHANTS' OVERTIME CHARGES.-The :KC. 
tledded to support a suggestion seeking collation 
of all orders, eireulars and rulin~~:n bearing 
eharges to be raised on merchants in 
overtime in one General Order. 

"CUSTO::\IS JOURNAL." 
The negotiations bv the "Customs Journal " 

Sub-Comn1ittee in the'question of a new eont.rac" 
is proceeding, and there is every possibility of 
a favourable completion before the Conference. 

The Annual Heport was adopted. 

ANNUAI, HEPOHT OF EXECUTIVE. 
The Annual Report was eonsidered in detail. 

Several alterations were made and the final draft 
approved. 

(Copies of this document have now been for­
warded to Councillors and, immediately following 

Conference, will be circulated to all Distrirt 

YOCATIONAL EDUCATION SF:C'l'ION. 
Considerable interest will be evoked by the 

first Annual Report- of the C.:mtral Committee on 
the operation of the initial stages of the Scheme. 
An exploration of the finanees at this stage, 
whilst giving some indication of the possibilities 

the movement, will not reflect as true a 
as would a statement rendered after a 

complete cycle of terms embracing an examina­
tion. 

Among the recommendations of the Com­
mittee are to be found:-

( i.) T)'wt there he three definite terms per 
annum. 

That the fee for the Preliminary Course 
be increased. 

Suggested course for Preventive 
Officers. 

(Copies of this Report have been circulated 
Councillors and will be sent to Districts after 

Conference.) 

PROMOTION BY ~1ERIT. 
The ExecutivP Committee has decided to 

recommend to the Council an alteration to the 
present system of promoHon from Prev. Officer 
to Chief Prev. Officer. A resolution embodying 
the proposal has been forwarded. 

ANNFAL CONFERENCE. 
The Council will meet in Annual Conference 

at Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, London, on 
.July 5th, 1927, and the two following days. 

Resolutions from the· Districts and the KC., 
nnd proposals to amend the Constitution, have 
been circulated to all Councillors and District 
officers. 

T.AROUR PARTY. 
has been given of a motion to dill­

affiliation with the Labonr Party in 
consequence of Clause 5 of the 'l'rade 'Union and 
Trade Disputes Bill, and to make any necessary 
amendments to the Constitution. 

LOCAL MATTERS. 
Instructions and 

questions have been 
Districts concerned. 

advice on purely local 
forwarded direct to the 

DISTRIG'T l\IKMORANDUM. 
Separate report has been circulated to Dis­

trict officers on the following 5ubjeets :-Sei2mre 
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Rewards ; Age of Retirement of l nspectors and 
'Natergnard Supts.; J,8,unches and Boats; Officer 
Grade and Preventive Staff; \Vnterguard Claimo. 

W. H. POWELL. 

SWANSEA. 
A >Yell-attended meeting was held on Friday, 

May 21th, at the " :\larket Cafe," Oxford Street, 
with :\Jr. Onlcl, A.P.O., in the chair. 

mam on the agenda was the 
question the A.P.O. Leave Scheme. 

The Local Secretary was instructed to obtain 
the views of the A.P.d. in the District 
ing the sdwme in operation at present 
submit a rotation for their approval. 

Many other items of loeal interest were 
discussed and dealt with as far as possible. 

'fhe meeting terminated at 9.4-5 p.m. with a 
hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman. 

HULL. 
The quarterly meeting wns held at the Metro­

pole on May 20th. Mr. C. O'Neill presided over 
a poor attendance of members. 

Correspondence and eirculnrs from the Gen. 
Secretary were read, special rderenee to the 
KC. minutes of February being made. The 
suh.ied of promotion was discussed at some 
length. 

The question of arrears of meJn hers' sub-
scriptions was dealt with the meeting, and 
it was noted thnt the rules of the P.S.:\. 
do not refer to any penalty for non-payment of 
subscriptions. The Coundllors were instructed 
to bring· this matter before the Annual Con­
ference. lt was recommended that anv member 
falling two quarters in arrears sh(;ulcl auto­
rnatie;t!IY heeowe a non-member and Ios~ his 
rights t<; any individual representation, and also 
to any benefit from the V.E.C. Application to 
re-join should first be placed before the Execn­
tiYe Committee. 

The business concluded with the diseussion of 
loea I affairs. 

BETWEEN TIDES. 

PARAGRAPHS FROM THE DISTRICTS. 

LONDON. 
On .\fa~· 20th, before .T. Sharpe, Esq., at 

Thames Strce.t, n. fireman of the s.s. " King­
fisher," from Ostend, was charged with smug­
gling 2 lb. cigarettE's O.S. and 1 lb. cigars 0.8. 
Be pleaded guilt.v and was fined S.V.D., Mr. 
Sltnrpe into consideration that he hac! 
lost. his consequence of his action. 'Ilw 
goods were discovered in the bunker coal h:v 
.\Ir. A. N. Pbtten, A.P.O., under the. supervision 
of 1\h. Hawle, P.O. 

DUNSTON-ON-TYNE. 
The chief oi the Belgian vessel, 

·' Hoi AHw•·t, was charged at t)w Gateshead 
Police Court on .\lay 25th with knowingly eol~-

18 lb. cigarettes, the treble duty and 
which amounted to £47 9s. 6d. 

The magistrates imposed a fine of 16s. 6d., 
being the single duty and value of goods, 
or in defanlt two month~' imprisonment. . Tlw • 

was paid. 
The goods were discovered ingPniously eon­

emlled muler the 11ooring and in the <·:lsing of 
the engiHe-rnom tlu·ust sh:.lft by :\fr. Graham, 
A.P.O., during the rummage of the vessel under 
tlw supervisiol1 of :\Jr. Rugg, P.O. 

The case for tlw Crown was conduded hv Mr. 
T. L Corner, C.P.O. . 

HULL. 
At the Hnli City Police Court on tho 2nd 

a fir·ellutn on the s.s. " Km·no," from 
was dutrgNl with eol!cealing 25~ lb. 0.8. tohaceo. 
.'llr. J ohn:;on, ·watergunrd Superintendent, 
and G. 0'.'\lalle.'· C.l'.O., represented the 
DqHl and for 1.:100 The 
Bench the offender, and £25 
or two imprisonnwnt. The fine was 
paid, time allmn•d. 

The t•>haeeo was found in the forced air 
draught equipment of tbe n'ssel in the port and 
starboard lH.Jilers. Tlw p;wknges of tobaeeo were 
drop]wd d.own the air check column or space, 
the only mreans of entra lH'P huing through the 
ash-pit dom·. Gre,Jt lll{fieulty wns experienced 
bv 1\Iessrs .. A. :\[o>;s, . E. Kiddell and \V. B. 
Outnun, A.P.O.'s, in the tobueeo to 
the snrfane. The \Hls 11 nder 
the supm·vision of l\Tr. P.O. 

--~~........,..._··--

AND SCOTS AREN'T FUNNY! 

sent from the Exnise Office 
m part of the High lands 
to dise<wer a " illicit still." After 
tramping man~· over the moors he met a 
nat1ve, whom he got into conversation. 
Evrentualh' young man said: "Donald, I'll 

··t!i you'll show me wheJ'e there's a 
still." 

'!'he mone~· changed hands. The two set off 
the moors together. and the man 

nnd walked untif he felt at the 
knees. 

" Have we far to go? " he asked wearily. 
" Na, jist roon' the hill an' a wee bit 

fnrther on. 
At last they came to a eottage and knoeked 

a.t the door. A big man appeared. " Here's a 
nmn to see ye, 1\[aitland," said Donald; then, 
tnrning to the Exr:ise man, " Sandy was 21 years 
in the Army and he's a ' private still.' " 
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P A R I., I A 1\11 E N ,.1.,. 
lly " CARACTAOUS." 

11.-THE BEGINNING OF PARLIAMENT. 

it was stated in the 
the Constitution of our 
naturaliy, a::; a part of our 
tracing the manner of it:~ evolution we must, 
perforce, abo follow t)le histcory of the country. 

The history of our Constitution is the hi~torv 
of tlw House~ of Parliament and its transition 
from n n asspmblage of roprescntatiV('S of the 

somewhat to a WhiLley Joint 
to perfect legisla tire 

machine with the Pxperi•.!tlCe of six hundred 
yean behind 1f we 1nmld gain a true under-
standing of our Govel'lmH:nt really is, we 
must regard, not so much 1Yhat it seems to be 

but rat.lter 1vlmt it has !wen in the past-­
has done, its vieis~itudes, and what it 

and faik•d to do. The man who sneers 
at Parliament as a "talking; shop " merely dis­
tdays his laek of understanding and hi-.,torical 
knowledge, for Parliament was, a'l its name 
implies, originally a gathering of tklegntes for 
the oi ([iscussing varion' problems of 

import. So far as I am awarP, and I 
most would agr<>e, this basic 

and must not 

it. 
when the 

to talk and attempts to gov0rn-a 
it lwc.: sc>n•ral times tried to do and 

signally always. \Vf; shonld hesitate 
even its irregularities and pprver­

for the~· are the r€·srllt of the irregularitie& 
and ncn·ersitiz:s of m;r national historv: rather 
should we hail them as PviderH'e of th;_; 'natura[ 

of in our ~cheme of govern-
it that of which we 

we the short-
of our national assemhly, let our criti­

cism Ponstructively de~ig:ned, through the 
medium of the hallot-hox, to eany on the process 
of modifka.tion and expansion which has brought 
ns to where we are to-day. 

In the preeeding article there was a Pnra,•nT>r•n 

to the habit continental forefathers 
of " things over," and we cannot 

better than to that point. 
These early Teutonic tribes, in their father­

land, had an uncongenia.l climate to contend 
-with, and an equally difficult soil, and being 
almost entire!~· agrarian, quickly discovered the 
necessity of concert0d action. The formation of 
communes was the natural outconw, and we see 
the beginning of communal counc•ils. at first 
informal, but with steadily growing definition 
and autonomy. Probably it was the 
\rhich did most to form the character of 
ancestors of ours, and made them so distinctive 
as compared with contemporary in the 

rest of Europe "cl10 were so ltltwh better 
favom·ed in the matter soil, and so 
forth, and hnd so little to f'Xet-t thc•mselves 
unduly, or for foresight an<l f·.omJnon aetion. 
it is, t,hon, that the Teutonic peoples 
fir~t to band together \Yith any sort , 
and so realised the beginnings of a national 
eon:oeion.,ness, logically carrying the same habits 
of thought into effect as bC>t-\Yeen tribe nnd tribe 

they did between individuals in the commune. 
\\'e find better favoured peoples necepted 

things much as found them, having no 
great incentive to while the Teutons were 
compelled, in self-pn;servation, to rely upon 
their over condit,ions, and thus de-
velope<l charactm·istic \rhich is most neces-

to a succe~sful polity, the art of conference 
hard 1\'ork. Jn this regard we may safely 

compare tlw hi:-;tory of our nation witl• that of 
whose periods of national were 

with powerful dynasties per-
The fact that these were 

by a desire for pmver and con­
a national eapacit.v for steady 

hard work behind them, explains, I think, 1\'h~· 
our civilisation has lasted so much longer than 
thcir~. This and similar irlens make me im­
patient of the scaremonger who sees national 
ruin as the imminent outcome each school of 
l'evolntionary thought which because dis-
ermtent is the ;mtithesis of and its very 

bf:sppa ks the presence a condition 
which needs a remedy, nnd a strong 

oomewhere find that 
In each revolt of thought a germ of 
and right, nnd as di:>cussion is brought 
upon the snb,ieet, that germ is c;eparated 
its accompanying prejudices and goes to swell 
the strpam of political progress, while the 
" revolutionnry " becomes more and more 
~nectnhle. ou'r history is one of aggressive 

and it iB well. While discontent 
in harness with constructive legisla­

tion our political progress will continue. But 
to return, 

\Ve have seen how the Teutons came to form 
communes. cnt off from their neig)lhours by 
geographical <"onsiderations such as hill-chains, 
riYers, forests, and it is in these communes tl1at 
we first find a development of political life. 
\\'hen these JHc;oplo left their wolf-beset forests 
and river-girt settlements and came, first to 
plunder, then to settle in, this country, they 
brought the instinct for conference with tlwm. 
Coming, as the~· did, in small bands, t)leir early 
settl<'rnents here had, in the attacks upon them 
of the rightful owners the l<<nd, an additional 
need for preserving instinct. Agrarian, 
lovers of green nature, the open spaces, the 
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woods, they 
settling. a~ 
so preserving; 
a~socia ted ,.: it h 
defence and 
to be a central 
head who led his 
settled disputes of u 
petty kingdoms there 
kingdoms of :\Iercin, 
\Yhen the Danes. had teeming 
hordes and well-nigh whole 

\Yessex, small but central and compact, 
flood, re-eorLlHe:red country~ and 
central counciL But eouneil was 

vague, rf'tnote thing to the of the 
searP(•!y touehing~ their 

was a shadow someone 
'.Yirwhester or 

national life continued, 
changes, up to the 

. then, althoi1gh the ConquPror Pom-
pletely n lh•red tlw central govprunwnt, be 
displayed his wisdom by leaving the commune 
nnd the shire sev0r0lv alon0. He went 
further in identity to \Ylmt had 
former!;• been an<l here we see n great, 
beginning of of precedent which 
has, throi'1gh history, been suel1 a hulwnrk to the 
people, and which has become w important in 
the constitution and govermnent of to~da~·. 
l\foRt people conecivc the Norman Cm1qneBt to 

been a eomplete subjugation of the people. 
It an erroneous idea. There 11·as little 
change, at first, in their life, or not 

heen so tnwtahle as thev 
only ehnnges immediately :m.n:•n•n 

were the appearance of 
srolm a foreign tongue, 
customs. 

It is from then until towards the f'nd 
fifteenth that we find tlw slow 
of our 
to-dav. 
two distinf't government, and 
eonntr~· was fortunate in profiting from the eon­
tention hetwef'n them by receiving th(e be't that 
helonged to them both. '.Ve find the baron!>, 
while aecepting the king as tlw gnvPrnor or 
nationrrl head, claimed an hf'reditnry right to 
ndvise. or even to dict,ate to and limit him. 
That was tlw fc,udal ideal. Against thrtt cvas 
the ideal which the Konmm krngs, with a not 
rltogether disinterested clergy legal 
fmtf'mity lwhind th('m, an ideal 
which reganled the king u lw]](wolent, 
nutocratie 01\'I\er of the land his people 
lived, 1dth a pnterna.l inter!'st in their welfarP, 

through the Magnum Concilium thtl 
Connl'il. Opinion divided as 

to whether to Council or thP 
of Alfred the Great should he 
of Pn.rliamf'l1t, although the 
view th:It they lHwc; an equal elaim, thnt we 
developed the best of both, and that the 
they had in c·ommon have the greatest 
<_mnce in the system of onr dny. That 
the gathering about the king, first at 

1nand, but late-r 
his nique:;t, to 
him, of individunh; 

there to as.sist 

Arising 
t\vo oppo:~illg 
power wnxc'd n 
baron.~ diin1nish('a or 
of the nobility was the powAr. 

:\lagna Carta \\'a.' from John lw this 
oligarchy of and indieativo ;,f tlHe 
stnmgth of feeling the thnt the clergy 
aml the lawvers were so much one with their 

enemies in opposition to th8 ];ing's 
. Uem!'mhering the Charter, Ronw folk 

<·onstrained to think tlwt constitutional pro­
has heC'n gained by the rPstriction of 

This is a wholly erroneous 
take. It is much more true to 

it lwc; been by the definition of ils mel'.n,s of 

ba.ron~, hut 
it df'iiEetl 
colleebnn and :rnear;;\11'(~8 
prohibitt>d a workman's 
whieh nwrms of livelihood; and the 
dpnwnd ten'lnh .,f the overlord should 
rPeE'P'e sanw eonsideration :~s did the baron 
from his had an incalenlabl~, far~r!'aehing 
theoretit·al. and later, effect. The Con-
stitution to~daY an al:Nost literal 
neeeptance of two of the principles of the 
1\fagna Carta, namel:,,, is unlawful for 
the king to levv taxes consent of the 

::\rf'n of tht> Realm barons; now, 
repl'esentatives top;ether 

I,ords). and the trial hy 
peer~. 

It 
,,.,,v,riPrl for in 

It rends:-
" '!•'en· the holding of the Common Conneil 

of the Realm \Ye will cause to bf' ~1m1moned 
Archbishop~, BislJOps, Abbots, J<:arls, nml 
greater Harom i1odividually b)' Our li'tters, 
and 'Ye will also cause to he> sumlVonPd eol­
lef'tively through Onr Sheriffs ;ma Rniliffs 
nl\ those iYllO holrl of Us in Chief fixed 
daY, that is, at the end of fortv at 
lea.st, and ili <l n Our letters ;re 'wm statf' 
the can se of the (lt ·needed 
forty days to 111 those days 
from the remote 
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The signifietmee of that clause is that ir, 
means the cl:'eation of a Hoase of Parliament. 

;xow there is another smail 
pomt. "\11 tenants 
king. but 
bet.Y"een 

time 
thc>re, 

. r0tldY for 
("C1lW "wlJen "thPY 

to n~;e it. We 110\Y l\no"Yr, it a 
of H'l'~' greab importance. 

llll!St note also tk1t two 
, that i«, 12J)l, on 

1\'hen wen'' ea lied to discnr,s 
arHl complaints ansmg from 

then:. pr0sc•nt 
than bnrom<. 
or fiftv Yt•ars \n:: 

smaller gl;ntry 
to form a eounter-balan<'e 
barons. In 12i51, we find 
the sheriffs to summon 

to eonfer with 
the~· WPre ·ahle 

<es to what fin:>m·ial· 
nnd willing to gin·. 

in the period 
de ::\hntfm·t 
in l:!iJii and 

a House of Commons (Communes) and a House 
of Lords, the latter called individually by 
hereditm·.'· or traditional right, and the former 
by summons of the sheriff a~ the selected repre-
sentati>·es cities and boroughs and of 
the smaller gentry. They met at first in 
the chamber, but it was not very long 
before Commons began to meet in the 
Chaptt>r of ·Westminster Abbey, and later in the 
Chapel of St. Stephan, the Lords remaining at 
\\'estmimitN Palace, and the division was com-
plete. This until the 
(k'c·l'Uction of the by in 1834, when 
it relJlaced monument of ministerial 
niggardliness, present Houses of Parliament. 

CUSTOMS WATERGUARD 
CHESS CLUB. 

A Committee meeting was held on June lOth 
at. the Surrey Commercial Docks, I"ondon. :\fr. 
C. E. Egan, C.P.O., occupied the chair, and the 
members pre£ent were ::\fessrs. Smallwood and 
Dudley, P.O.'s, and Bishop and Doodle, A.P.O.'s. 

The opened the meeting with a 
hearty to the outport offi<'ers. The 
rules the club diseussed and suitably 

in readiness printing on the mem-
cards. 

n was decided to issue lall·s free to 
each member on payment of entrance fee, 
and sufficient eluh score oheets to carry members 
through the tournaments. · 

The Hon. Secretary instructed to affiliate 
\>'ith the Civil Service Association. 

The purchase of t}lc Cup was discussed, and 
it >vn.s decided to leave this matter in the hands 
of the Committee members in L'Ondon. 

meeting with a vote of 
to the 1\'ho, in reply, con-

1\fr. Doodle on and arduous 
the formation of club, aml to all 

their unanimous snpport of a eluh 
no doubt, would become larger and 

of benefit to the \Vatergnnrd 

T1Je 
sta ml 

positions in the tournament to dn tP 
follmrs :-

SECTION 1. 

:\ft. \\'.G. 'fhomson, P.O., Liverp'l 
:\fr. l''. C. A.P.O., Xewport 

(.Mon.) 
:\lr. .J. IlL .\.P.O., Leith 
1\I!·. A. Hardit•, .0., Au 
J\Ir. E. W. T<::idm~,n, A.P.O., J,iver­

poo] 
The remainder-Nil. 

SECTION 2. 

:\Ir. H. Eilis, A.P.O., Nm.-port 
(:\lon.) 

\h. S. H. :\fatthews, A.P 0., Do. 

Played J"ost Pts. 

3 

2 
2 
1 

4 

1 
2 

() 

0 
0 
0 

3 

0 
l 

:l 

2 
2 
1 

1 

1 
1 
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\V e notice in the current issue of "Hed 
Tape" that the Civil Service Clerical Aswda­
tion lws sanetiont~d, at this year's Conference, 
a scheme whereby the Association pays a death 
benefit of £20 to the representatives of every 
full member who dies in harness. There is 
alw11ys more or less delay in the payment of 
insurance moneys, etc., and the effect of this new 
scheme will be that the Clerica I Association will 
be able to assist as soon as possible after notifi­
cation of death has been receh·ed. It will readil\' 
he seen that the C.S.C.A. is now able to rende'r 
valuable aid at a time when assistance is 
generally most needed. 

Although it is still a fair distance to August 
22nd, the dosing date for critieisms of the Pre­
ventive Officers' Guide, there is no rea! reason 
why your effort should not be posted this week. 
Your entry may make all the difference to future 
editions. Perhaps the idea you have at the 
back of your mind has not been thought of by 
anyone else. \\'hy not put your pen to paper 
and send it along to us'? '\\' e a re <Lnthorised to 
receive it and the Y.E.C. is anxious to make the 
booklet useful to all members. Address to the 
Editor. 

CHANGES IN THE STAFF. 

TRANSFERS. 
Chief PreventiYe Offieer, Lo\ver Section: 

\Voffenden, A., Bdfast, to London. 
Preventive Officers: Hodge, \V. F., Barry 

Dock, Cardiff, to Runeorn, Manchester; \Yilson, 
C. G., Dover, to Gravesend, London. 

PROMOTIONS. 
Chief Preventive Officer, Lower Section, to 

Upper Section: Hurley, ;yJ., London, to Ply­
mouth. 

PreventiYe Officer to Chief Preventh·e Officer, 
Lower Sedion (Unattached): Thomas, ,J ., 
Bangor, Chester, to Office of Inspector-General 
of 'V nterguard. 

OFFICRUS LEAVING 'l'IIE SERYICE. 
Retirements. Chief Pre,·cntiH~ Officers, 

LTpper Section: Jarvis, \\'.A .. , Lh·erpool; Tiz;~rd, 
E., ;\fiddlesbrough, Sunderland. Preventive 
Officer: Hanlon, M., Fish guard, Swansea. Mate­
in-Char!!'e: MeBride, A., Liverpool. 

VACANCIES. 
Preventive Officer: Gravesend, ·London, 

23.7.1927. 
OBITUARY OF Sl'PERANNUATEl) 

OFFICERS. 
Hails, \V., Preventi1·e Officer. 

The name and address of the writer (not 
necessarily for publieation) should be given 
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no 
responsibility for the views expressed. 

Sir,-lt is now sowe time since a plebiscite of 
the i\ .. P.O. Grade resulted in a \·ote in 
favour of monthly of \'Pi the 
~i.ssodation does · appear to be in an~; hurry 
to bring about the desired ehange. 

b it not time that om· Executive adopted a 
1110re a<'iil'e and pushing policy instead of merely 
contentin,; themselves with resolutions 
or adopting motions and then the matter 
rest for months on end? 

,'\.nother subject of vital interest to the Grade 
was temporarily sheh·ed at the last Annual Con­
ference, and we have since heard nothing further 
concerning it. I refer to " Promotion by 
Mel'it." 

The E.C. vnts instructed to dnn\" Hp a schen1e 
based on new points raised at the meeting. 'Ve 
are still waiting to hear of any such scheme, and 
are likclv to be doing: so <!ftcr this vcar's Con­
ference 'unless we IJr~ss for better r'esults from 
our Councillors. 

It is well known tltat time, m; well as tide, 
vndts for no znan, and if we are nearing our 
superanuuation when the benefits we are fighting ; 
for to-day are gained, it is of little use haYing 
an _\.ssocintion except for the settling of local 
differenees. So, wake up, you younger men, and 
let your Councillors know that wou want action 
as ~vel! as discussion. Conditions of service in 
the Grade have i:uproved beyond recognition in 
the last few years, but we don't want to drift 
back to pre-war standanb of salary, service and 
promotion. \\' e must keep on progressing, and 
I look to the post-war entrants to keep the Jwll 
rolling and to be('Ome the live wires of the 
,\.P.O. Grnde.--Yocn;, et(·., 

" FFl'URIST," 


