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SECRETARY S

(,ommunm 1t«i0ns relative to this column should
be addressed to Mr. J. Merron, 167, Clive Ioad,
West Dulwich, Loudnn, S8.E.21
Proventive Staff Associntion

Thames Chambers,
13, Beer Lane,
Tondon, E.C.3

The proposal made at the recent Conference,
that the © Custome Juurnal 7 should be pub-
fished monthly inxtom‘i of fortmightly, has had
at least one usetul effect. 1t has started people
thinking more seriously about the problent that
confronts those whose Task it 15 to keep the litthe
paper going,  This is all te the good. becauvse
Lo r‘;)'t-’--l do members, with little thought, refc
to the *F Journal 77 oan e that are not con-
plimentary.  Just a lttle reflection would cause
thew to reshise thal adverse eriticism coming
from the wmembers is aboul the last thing that
shoult happen. Our & Jowrnal 7 s the mivror
of the Waterguard Staff, and H what they see in
it is not to thew liking, the remedy is quiite
ohvions,

The one thing to be kept in mind when study-
ing this question is that the “Costoins Jowrnal >’
depends entirely upon voluntary contributors.
If the paper is dull or uninteresting, then the
same deseription must apply o the members who
fail to make it bright and hvelv.

A common mistake is to make comparisons
with other S8ervice journals, and it is overlooked
that these other publications are run on quite
a different basts. The Associations connecied
with them have large memberships able to give
substantial financial support. The wide cirenla-
tion of these papers also makes punﬁ e a good
revenue from mi»mhsement& In these cireum-
stances there is evervthing favourable for pro-
dueing high-class material, for the simple reason
ihut contributors can be paid for their work,
and, not fess important, the Editor is in o much
Betier position (o refuse unsuitable malter sub-
mitted for publication,

In the case of the © (LJ.)7 the ondy ground
npen which the Kditor el W gracefuily Trefuse
;m?m( ation of a umtm vrbors oﬁm L wy,‘:dwl as
unsuitable would be that his space was erowded,
e iy, how ever, very rarvely  in that happy
posttion, and Lhis is 8o ver v obvious,

Yet, we bave fu the Peépartinent numbers of
people who condd keep  the Kditor busy with
imteresting sud hively  contrd urmn\-—w-and naf
necessariby dealing with the shorteonings of the
Asseriation.,

* # & #*

tn spite of all the things that
over, 1t is not at all certam that ¢
so uninte resbing us some would have us heliove.
The letter hy * Detaid 7 an the previons l\\lh’
would indicate that, though cortain deficionsies
are reulised, the ** Jouwrnal 77 is looked forward
to ('z‘.g(‘:'i,\' Ly members af somall ports and other
olated places, There s every evidence that

Betail 7 is right, sand even in the large ports,
wheve Service news is more veadily obtainable,
meml ers would be umudm ablv disturbed 11 the

Jonenal 7 eeased to make its appearance. We
have only o east our minds bacle o that
disastrons ;){v;‘jod during the War when pullien-
Con was suspended for a {ime,

=

3 #* ]

Perliaps my remarks on this sutject have been
somewhat longthy, but L am ready to take alf the
eriticist thae mayv come to me on that seore,
Loeause T oconsider it a moatter of first impori-
anee, amd beeause 1t is one which will seon bhe
under discussion n every ])i iwt. There is
still mueh more that condd be said, and it is
hoped  that  mwmembers  will say it- not  only
amongst themselves, bot in the ** Journal”

E3 # % ks

Bistrict Meetings are now being held all over
the country to receive the Councillors’ report of
the Conferenve,  Seveval important items have
Leon referred by the Couneld to the Districts in
order to get full disenssion by the membeis.
There ix usually a wndenvv which is not
altogether desirable, to dispose of such subjocts
i suniaary fashion after umdu;ua‘w consider
tion at o single meeting.  The vesult is th
decizions are sometinies reached which ndiea
- back of { knowledge regir ding essential details.
teix far better to adjourn any matter if the
fullest p ble information npoen it is not avail-
alile, Wll.mg tarce is abwavs to be had
from Headguarters when reguested,

= # k3 *

As has heen remarked on other occasions in
these colwmns,  the London  District s in o«
fuvoured position compared  with  provineisd
Branches,  Nod only are two Councillors able to
attend District Meetings, hut the Associantion
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Headynarvters stafl ave always present. Thus
there is every incentive for any membher with a
bive interest in Waterguard affaies to conie along
and gain all the Intest information, Full details
of general Hervice activities, as well as those of
our own Association, are alwayvs available at
these meetings. Despite this incentive, meetings
in London arve not as well attended as might he
expected, At one thwe the complaint of the
absentee was that there was nothing on the
agenda  worth  discussing. Now, however, the
systemr has heen adopted of inclding on the
agenda every subject in the Associntion pro-
gramme, giving opportunity for s member to
single out any subject which specially interests
him, The plea, now, of the stayvaways is that
the agenda is much too unwieldy.
& * * *

There is a strong rumour going about that
the fortheoming London District Meeiing, fixed
for Thursday, September 15th, is likely to prove
an exception to the rule. A bumper attendance
is prophesied, and many new faces are expected
to he seen. If the prophets are right, the I35
will be a happy man, and the old faithful regu-
lars will enjoy the experience.  This new and
welconte interest in the practical side of Asso-
ciation affairs will, no doubt, give added zest
to the Councillors when retailing their Confer-
ence experiences.

In any case, I wish to make a special appeal
to every London member to make a special
effort to attend this meeting.  Some very impor-
tant matters are to be discussed which are likely
to have far-reaching results. It is the duty of
every member concerned to do his bit in showing
that London can lead the country in shaping
Association policy.

- * * *

I had the pleasure of being present when the
TLondon Waterguard Cricket Team, at their
own ground, played Gravesend on August 31st!
It will be remembered that the London tewm
were beaten when they visited Gravesend. On
this oceasion they were more fortunate. The
weather was perfect, and evervone spent 3 most
enjoyable evening, concluding with o shost
musical progrannme after tea.

There is no doubt that Gravesend is an ex-
cellent team; and they ave grand sporlsmen.
They were heartily cheered as their char-a-hanc
departed on its homeward journey.

- - * *

T'he London team s improving immensely,
and considering that this is their first seuson,
they have done very well. They have had a
good many obstacles to overcome, but hopes are
high for a good start off next season now that
the foundation of the Club is made.

Mr. €. K. Egan takes a keen and active
interest in the fortunes of the team. Ilis efforts
have made the existence of the team possible,

Mr. 5. E. Romans is alse an ardent sup-
porter, but, unfortunately, was wunable to be
present at the Gravesend matches,

Anticipations of an exwmination for promo-
tion to the rank of Preventive Officer varly next
vear have been fulfilled by the announcement
in G.O, T0 that this bmportant event will take
plave in February next.

It is net possible to forecast how many will
be calfed, and the only safe way is for those
who are anvwhere near the mark Lo place thene
selves in the hands of the V..

The Tdueational Scheme is relinble and
officient, and the pupils have the advantage of
studying  questions  carefully  compiled by 2
group of expericneed spen,

The National Staff Side have been giving
very careful consideration to the proposal for
alleration of the date and periodicity of the
cost-of-living bonus revision.  Statistics have
heen gathered and closely examined, It is ex-
pected, as o result, that the Staff Side will
decide not to favour any alteration in the exist-
ing areangements,

# * * *

The reduction in bonus for the new period
anges from £1 0s, 6d. to £1 6s. 5d. per month
for Preventive Officers; and for Assistant Pre-
ventive Officers, frown 2s. 8d. to 4s. 4. per week.
The amount invelved for the whole Service is
about £1,250,600. ]

The drop of two points on this cccasion,
though anylhing but pleasant, is not so serious
a matter as appears at first glanee. At the ]ast
revision we only just serambled through by a
fraction for the increase of two points,  We have
had the benefit for a full six months of the
extra point we so nearly lost at that time, and
so to lose it af this stage s not too bad,

* ¥* # #*

Arrangoments are being made, I hear, for
the employment of a Customs aeroplane on the
cousts of Mecklenburg, Lubeck, and Oldenburg.
Vessels will be signalled by means of a tlag in
the day time, and by green rvockeis at night
time.  Fvery  factlity must be given for the
Customs Officers to board vessels thus signalled.

Promotion prollems  will no  doubt  be
eliminated  in the Custonms  Pepartment of
Meckienburg, ~J. MERRON.

et e e e

PROSECUTION AT PORTSMOUTH.

At the City Police Court, on August 15th,
an ex-CLP.0O, RN, pleaded guilty to illegally
harbouring 154 1b. of tobacco, the duty on
which amounted to £8/13/ The 2oods were
found during a search by the police of the
offender’s residence, Offender stated that he
made up sailors” tobacco and took W piece from
cach man's pound, and that was how he col-
leeted sneh a quantity,

My, G. B, Hart, C.P.O, who prosecuted for
the Crown, said he had been instructed to ask
for the full penalty of treble duty and value.
The Bench imposed a fine of £10/0/11,
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YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED

that  failure toc secure promotion from A.P.0O. to P.O.

represents a financial Joss to a candidate of
at least £3,000. Through the medium of
your elected representati?es you have
asked for and obtained a system

of promotion by merit.

HAVE YOU SOUGHT ASSISTANGE

to obtain the best
possible place in the examination?
The Asseciation has instituted a Section
to deal with this problem in place of the old
haphazard method of tuition. A New Term commences

Jast week in SEPTEMBER, and if you are interested you should

FILL IN THE APPLICATION FORNM NOW.

The Secretary (V.E.C.,
Preventive Staff Association,
13, Beer Lane, London, E.C.3.
Preliminary Course

Please enrol me for Intermediate Course (delete Courses not required) in Waterguard
Advanced Course

Departmental Regulations. Postal Order, payable to €. R. Purser, London, value ............... (insert

amount), enclosed,

~Tutors~—Messrs, Angus, Fisley, Gardiner, Gordon, Jeffvery, Take, Sheebhan, and Thomson,
Please indicate T'utor desived, and choice of Tutors will be given as far as possible.

Fees: 10/0, 15/0 and 20/0 per term respectively.
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PARILIAMENT.

By “ CARACTACU

VIIITHE ELECTORAIL SYSTEM.

Wichout special enguiry, it 1s well-nigh im-
possihble to (*m;(oive the enormous difference
between the Parliamentary world of to-day and
that of a century ago. For instance, in the
seventy vears before the Act of 1832 it is fairly
safe to say that 50 per cent. of the members of
the House of Commons were nominated by
patrons, whose interests had to be studied
whose lightest wish was tantamount to an order,
Acquirement of a seat was only too often in the
nature of a family investment. Here is an
instance culled from THbert. In 1810 a young
mai was roundly abused his elder brother
for lack of zeal in his family’s behaif. s reply
15 Lllummdtmfr
¢ As to my being justifiable in thus abandon-
ing the intevests of my family,” he writes,
“after all the money that has Leen spent to
bring me into Parliament, I have only to answer
that the money so spent has, | think, been well
spent.  Your Jord lieutenancy and Peler’s
receiver-generalship have beeun the conscquence.
In point of pecuniary advantage to the family,
the receiver-generalship yays more than the
imterest on the capital sunk.’
Patronage was a valuable thing to the owner,
A George bo]xnn returned two memnihers for
Lud;,olblh]' and sometimes one for Gloucester.
He held, as a result, and all at the same time,
the offices of St veyor-General of Crown Lands,
Registrar of Chancery at Barbadoes, and Sur-
veyvor of the Meltings and Clevk of the lvons in
the Mint. He never surveyed a picee of land in
his life, was never w 1ﬂ11n a thousand miles of
“dll“L(LO(‘S, and visited the Mint but once a weelk,
when he ordered and ate a good dinner at the
expense of the nation, But he drew his pay !
Posts in the Customs and Excise were used
as hribes in the r'(‘nsu{uen( les, and one instance

is recovded that when, in 1782; Revenue Officers
were disfranchised, Bossinvey, a Cornish fishing

3
vitlage, then a had its electorate
reduced to one.

The only means of obtaining a seat other
than by patronage was to buy one. Prices ruled
high, and tended to mount ever higher. The
practice was quite recognised, and the Treasury
would even strike a bargain with a candidate
as to how the cost of election should be divided
between  them.  The Whig administration of
1803 used the practice to increase the public
revenue by buyving seats as cheaply as possible
and selling them to the highest bidders. 1n the
twenty years preceding the Act of 1832, the price
of a seat averaged about £5,000 to £6,000.

Although these things are sordid and make
unpleasant reading, we niust remeniber that the
Parliznment of that day was the foundation stone
of a system which has been copied wholesale by

horough,

prottr well every country in the world, with the

possible exception of Hungay Moreover, if we
follow the trend of thought of that tmln and
judge by eighteentli and early nineteenth cen-

tury standards, we shall probably conclude that
the Reform ts were even a litéle 1 advance
of the people 10 some respects. The Conserva-
tives of the time were influenced by the tervors
of the Freneh Revolution, which was the out-
come of a wave of feeling which swept the whole
Continent, including this country, and they were
convineed that the existing brand of franchise
and the methods of control tin the constituencies
were the hest that could be devised to represent
the varicus interests and the rvuling powers as
they then were, especia]ly remembering  the
extent of the discordant elements which had to
he kept within the coustitution.  Pervbaps, in
the circumstances, any attempt at more denio-
eratic methods would have resulted in sheer
anarvchy., With all their coarseness and their
errors of oniission And comnission, their corrupt
practices, it must ke conceded that they did
grent t"m;z.\ hmlw’lt the country through ter-
rible times of \Ue\\ and paved the way for the
industrial eva which was upon us, even if these
acts were forced upon them and the results pot
designed.

inst the terrors of the
passed away, and certain
reformist thought, like DBent-
ham, forced themselves into the public eve. We
ind our James Mill and Francis Place, others
agy great as they, and countless smaller fry, the
forerunners of democracy.  The discontent of
the middle classes at theivr exclusion from
political vower, the attempts at repression of
a working class who would no longer consent to
he repressed, who felt that they should be some-

But the reaction ag
IFrench Revolution
areat Jeaders of

thing more than mere hewers of woed and
drawers of water, created and d(\\o"oyod the

feeling that Commons was out of sympathy and
tonch with the conntry at large. The Reform
Bill was introduced by aristocrats, but it was the
middie classes who forced it threugh and
moulded it as an instrument of democracy. 1t
ix true that as the Heoeuse had formerly been
dominated by the aristocracy, now 1t bhecame
tavgely the tool of the niddle classes, reflecting
their vices and their virtubs. but it effecied a
change in the ngl\Latlon of the country whose
importance cannot be exaggerated. The previous
century produced a great volume of legislation,
hut little of it of a permanent character, and
still tess of any great value to a country which
was feeling its growing painse Much eof it was
of a loca)l character, such as authorising the
construciion of roads and canals, work which 1s
now done by local authorities, and regulating
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the conduct of industries and the cenditions of
labour. After the Reform Act we find the poor
law remodelled, municipal corporations revolu-
tionised, and the fabric of central and local
government largely rebuilt. The funetion of
Parliament became less executive and more legis-
lative, the executive passing more and more lnto
the hands of the king’s ministers. 1t wa
necessary that it should Tie so, for the growing
complexity of the new laws required to deal
effectively with the rapidly changing bhalance of
trade, the suvge of industrialism, the need of
intricate Adm]m\tlat:\'ﬁ ch mrros necessarily
lessened the share of individual members in the
wmitiation and enactment of laws and corre-
spondingly enhanced the responsibility of the
government, so thal the specialisation which is
the great feature of the industrial era was felt
very early in the legisiative world.

The Act of 1832 made changes which in their
turn made possible a complete change of bhasic
ideas such as was neodvd to meet the require-
ments of a rapidly changing social order. The
remainder of the nineteenth century was full of
legislation which demonstrated hoth., The Acts
of 1867 and . 1881 reorganised the eleclorate on
more democratic and just lines, and the Redis-
tribution of Seats Act of 1825, which was de-
manded by the Lords as a condition for the
passing of the Act of 1884, was no less valuable.
The basis of the franchise remains a property
ownership or cccupation qualification, but we
are much nearer to the desired adult suffrage
than many people imagine, for according to
Lawrence Towell's calculations, the proportion
of male voters to adalt male population, ex-
cluding paupers and criminals, is more than two
in three, and, of course, a Lugo proportion of
women now have the vote. 1t seems logical that
age, good citizenship, and sanity should he the
only qualifications for the franchise, thus doing
away with plural voting, while, fdllmg propor-
tional 191)195011tdt1011 fdulv frequent redistribu-
tion of secats is desirable to offset the changes
in local densities of population. Proportional
representation certainly seems to he the imme-
diate remedy, though it is sixty vears since John
Stuart Mill advocated the ado})thm of Harve's
scheme. [ think the tendency is in this direc-
tion, for there is a strong feeling that minorities
should not he entirely eclipsed, that their voice
should he heard, and the best of their ar guments
heeded. The people seem to be ever more deter-
mined, not merely to elect members, hut to use
them, and no candidate nowadays would be sur-
prised to receive a  sheaf of questlons on bis
policy respecting all kinds of subjects, from anti-
vivisection to the abolition of capital punish-
ment,

The main idea of our constitution, the prin-
ciple which gives it significance, is that it shall
be lepresontat]ve of the whole country, yvet a
doubt creeps in as to whether this is lelxll) true.
Psychology plays a leading part in elections,
and the bLest election agent 1s he who can best
estimate it and turn it, through the medium of
propaganda; to good account. It is astounding,

when one comes to talk to electors at election
tine, to find what a large number of people
there is who have no honest, carefully-conceived
opinions. Stiill more is it astonishing to find

large proportion who will not vote at all, or who
vote the same as their friends, or their fathers
and grandfathers, and, in the case of women,
the same as their husbands. There is the man,
too, and his name is legion, who allows his
newspaper to think for him, who reads a leading
article and accepts 1t as pubhc opinion. There
1s an mhm‘ont human desire to be ““ in with the

erowd,” and such articles therefore have a

tendency to hecome indeed matters of public
opinion. Men do not stop to consider that such
an article s written by one man, and may not
even he his opinion.  Probably it is written to
fill the poliey of the newspaper-owner, who very
likely (ontmls several others which ])ubhsh the
same sort of thing. Such is the power of the
Press.  lts freedom is abused to administer to
gullible people small, attractive doses of fact,
garnished, distorted and misrepresented to suit
a party end. To think of these things, and the
childish influence of motor rides on polling day,
the discouragement of a fog, or rain, is almost
to despair of Parliament ever heing truly repre-
sentative under the present system.

Again, it may easily happen that a govern-
ment in power by a clear majority of members
in the House may he a minority party as to
voting.

Say vou have an election in three one-member
constituencies, fought by parties A and B. In
the first constituency A polls 55 per cent. of the
votes cast, and the same again in the second
constituency, while in the third, A party polls
only 20 per cent. The result of the election is,
A party 130, and B party 170, as to votes; yvet
the representation is, A party two members, and
B only one. Obviously, the system is most unfair
when, as often happens, public opinion is just
on the point of changing, and votes are nearly
equally divided. Examination of recent election
figures reveals startling variations in the number
of votes cast per niember as hetween different
parties, and even this does not reveal the whole
tluth for plural voting is still a hig influence.

Even an  admitted minority should be
adequately represented, for, say what we will,
we are compelled to acknowledge that every
great political advance began with a small
minority. A new idea does not simultaneously
strike and convince the majority of a popula-
tion, and invariably there is some vested interest
in opposition. 1t seems to me that majorities
are just as often wrong as are minorities.

* * * *
Books for reference :—
Medley's  English  Constitutional History.
Blackwell. 10s. 6d. net.
Constitutional History of England: Professor
Maitland. Cambs. Univ, Press, 12s. 6d.

The Unreformed House of Commons. Vol. 1
E. Porritt.
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It appears that the N.Q.A. Coluinn, wilh-
drawn after being associated with the (L7
for practicaliv the whole of its existence, is sadly
missed in many directions.  We have received
a number of letters from different people in the
Department deploring the fact that one of our
most usetul features is no longer available, and
urging us to take steps Lo restore the fortnight!y
article on the regulations.

< Scerutator,” as an individual, was bound to
resign his  position  in  consequence  of  ibe
awkward position he was placed in by virtue of
his seat on {the V.IE.C. Tle found that by
writing for the ** C.J." he was breaking one of
the most important rules of that Committee.

Be that as it may, there is an insistent call
for a successor, in ovder that the N.Q.A. Columin
shall not fall entirely into oblivion. The guery
is not altogether patent to the A.P.O.'s. for a
number of P.OCs have told us that they found
the column particularly useful to themselves in
checking their own interpretation of knotty
points,

We should be grateful to hear of a Preven-
tive Officer who could spave 2 little time once
a fortnight to conduct a fortnightly article some-
what on the lines of the late N.Q.A.

C. & E. SPORTS.

The third annual athletie sports meeting was
held this yvear at the Civil Service Sports Greund
at Chiswick, This wise choice of ground un-
doubtedly had much to do with the much larger
attendance than in previous vears. The amount
of support from an attendance point of view
was exceedingly gratifving to those who were
responsible in different ways for the success of
the meeting.

Those members of the Waterguard who were
present noted with appreciation the fact that
practically the whole of the London Chief Pre-
ventive Officers put in an appearvance. There is
little doubt that this interest that is being shown
in matters affecting the lighter side of the staff
is having a marked effect on the personnel of
the several grades represented.

The sports themselves were a decidedd success.
The daily Press has shown how a €. & F. team
beat a team selected from the vest of the Civil
Service in a relay race over 400 yvards, on an
up and down track.

The Waterguard was represented in a num-
ber of events, and we arve able to record at least
one individual success, which we think s the
first at this meeting. 11, B. Peake was unfor-
tunate in failing to get first place in throwing
the cricket balls he obtained secand prize, having
dropped his ball only six inches behind that of
the first nan.

J. WL Booker and H. B, Peake rvan well in
the 100 yards handicap heats, but did not reach
the final, L Il and W, J. Blake entered for
the mile and the 880 yards handicap.  Booker
was also in the 100 vards championship.

The Chiet Preventive Officers’ Chailenge Cup
was o retained by the  holders,  Waterguard
* Dreadnoughts,” @ matter of great satisfaction.
It is to be regrefted that two  other fenms
entered for this event were unable to turn up
in full Torce, thus leaving only two teams to
it it out between them. However, if the spee-
fators were disappointed at what is practically
the most spectacular event of the miecting, we
hope they will be amply recompensed next ve
by witnessing 2 mueh keener contest. ITn tair-
ness to the other teams, we understand that the
breaks in their ranks were due to annual leave
and sickness.

The Waterguard tearn and friends niet in tije
Pavilion at the end of ile meeting, where ithe
Cup played no inconspicuous part in the f
tivities.  Congratulatory speeches were delivered
under the genial chairpanship of Mr, Fgay.

B S SIS S

CRICKET.

LONDON ENTERTAINS GRAVESEND.

The London Seuth Side Cricket Club enter-
tained the Gravesend Team at Lower Sydenham
on Wednesday, August Sist. The mateh was
witnessed by a good number of spectators from
Gravesend and London, and great interest was
shown,  The President of the Club, Mr. C. E.
Faon, C.P.0O., was present, and received the
wiembers of the Gravesend team with a cheery
handshalke, afterwards following the fortunes of
the opposing sides with evident interest.

The inundation referred to in anether column
had left its wark on the ground, and ke piteh
was a bowlers” paradise.  The ground generally
was difficult for batsmen and felders alike, for
while the batsmen were seldom able 1o get the
ball away, the delders found that the ball heeame
very elusive after it had touehed the ground.

Runs came very stowly, and the Tondon
team, who batted first, were hard put to it to
reach the modest score of 22, Ilowever, they
took the prospect of a second defeat philo-
sophically,  and  were amply  rewarded, for
Gravesend  were ultimately  dismissed  for 20,
Laving struggeled hard on a most diffieult piteh,

The game was finished much earlier than
would otherwise have heen the case. There was
still considerable time to elapse before the repast
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that had been aoranged would be ready, and it
wits decided to take the fleld again, Londen
fell short of their earlier score this time, Graves
cud being nmore forbunale.  Asx iU was a1 one-
innings gnateb, however, thiy secomd knoek did
not affect the result of u win for London,

An exeetlent meat ten was Iaid at the Fane
bridge Holel for the teams and their friends,
Mr. Fean expressed  his appreciation of the
sporting .‘a})l{l that had been displayed, and gave
as his opinion ihat the vevival of Waterguard
sporl would spread, new that it had been drinly
extablished,

Ite felt confident in stating that the seed that
had been sown in good fellowship would zrow,
not only loeally, but between port and port.
There was no reason at =il why mwatelies should
net be played in the fuluee wueh further afield
even than Greavesend and London, and he looked
forward to the time when fistures would be
arranged with ofhiey ports sulficiently accessible
to ensure zood gomes.

sl o e

ALTERNATIVE SPORT.

L know the Zilm is keeniy interested in the
doings of the London South Side Cricket Clhub
I've seen him for wmyseit hiding hehind his peneil
making aoices like & YW.5., trying to make us
run, 50 [ will endeavour to give iy impression
of what hanpened or might have happened on
the other 5:1%1:1‘('{;1‘\:

A relurn fisture was arranged with the ——
Office to Jake p!;nce on the Lower Svdenhsm
aroind—well, when I say ground, T mean it i
sometimes, and at other times it is not. On
this Saturdny it was decidedly not. At an early
hour in the morning  of this particular  day,
ruinbliings, wiﬂ aceasionyl fHashes, conld dis-
tinetly bhe b and seen in the direction of
Sydenhan, a ger faces could be seen peer-
ing through glass pancs at the water coming
down in sl\.(‘etm. However, by 8 amn the storm
had abated, and id 80l ﬁ.tl‘ﬁ.’,}l;f*(} hard, until
at last lie was the sole occupant of a beautiful
blue sky.  Tlopes ran ligh, and as the morning
wore on, toklings of telephone bells denoted
aclivity in the C.C. ranks,

AL 3 pan, the teams were o fake the field
The respective players hegan to assewble, and
at 255 1 hiad managed to get to t-:e edge of the
ficld.  On ap ]nsmdmw the field T had noticed
a dine of people, as 1 t]umght. athmiring the
wicket, but when within earshot, 1 heard some-
one shout, *Go on, the little "un.” To my
intense amazemwent T osaw half-a-dozen nippers
tearing across  the  pitehs some doing breast
stroke and one deing the crawl, I only yvou
could have scen this race it would have done
vour eyes good The crawl expert was an easy
winner by about two " wides,”™  'P'his apparently
was the signal for a massed phige by another
hadf-dozen urching,  who  had been busily un-
dressing, The  wplashing  for The next  few

J OURNAL.

[
-1
st

minates was tremendons, and many a splash
veached the boundary,

The gome was developing rapidly, and one
voupgster,  flnding bis form,  bowled  twe
Saaidens 7 in suecession, One managed  to
seranble out with a mouthful (not the sort of
nionthiul some of vs are nsed to hearing), and
the  other wenl “deep slip” and had to be
dragged out, Two  youngsters travelling in
epposite divections collided heavily; one sub-
mcrged  and is 0 Y not out,” the other was
Pstumped 7 shortly afterwards when he  dis-
covered his clotlies had been stolen. The mothers
of five of the performers appeared, and they
were i osmartiv ©crught.™ Phen a policeman
came and the remuainder were * run out”

Someone sugpgested that we should make a
start, but thot was a0 sifly point "¢ it would be
heller if we afl ™ took cover,” so off we all went
after a fuiriy * long stop.”

Now ve come to the end of my tether, and
I'd just e to wind up by saying that the
cricket genr was never unpocked, and as it was
the Treasurer’s turn to earry the bag, this made
the third time he had » earried his bat”

More news lIater,

CHOWZER?”
P.5~-There is absolutely no truth in the
rmounr that Brighton bathing fent proprietors
contemplate opening  a depot at Lower
Sydenhan.

“The n:umne and address of the writer (not
necessarily for publication) should be given
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no
responsibility for the views expressed.

GO0 256/27: SUPERANNUATION,

Sir,-—While cvervone is keen to obtain the
maxiroum pension on retirement, 1 think it is
a mistaken policy for us to ¢lamour for conces-
sions under the above GO, Life is far too short
to tack another five years on to our service.
Wihat we want to accomplish is a few yvears of
life to enable us to enjoy the pension if we ever
reach that stage, and we ave reducing that pos-
sibility it we extend the retiring age.  Further-
fore, it is obvious thal very few are fitted to
carry on the arduons duties of the Waterguard
after sixty. The tendency should be to reduce
the age rather than increase it
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I have o mind a feasible suggestion. We all
know that the Waterzuard incur o Jarge amount
of overdime, and this fact, T am assured, is not
by any means overlooked when the question of
increased salary is approached by the Staff Side.
Although this OJF. s abselutely essential to
allow us to live, it rather depletes the social side
of our lves, putling us in 2 class entirely on our
own.  There is no need for me o conlarge on
the bardships of 1 Waterguard Officer, as we all
know what it is te Dbe invited out on a DBank
Holiday and to have to reply, * Sorry; T'H come
to the station and see yvou off. 1 cannot come
as I am not free in the ofterncon™; or sonie-
thing of that nature.

Take last Christimas, It
I had the pleasure of my privilege day on
Triday, when evervone else was preparing for
their holiday.  Then I was on duty Satueday,
Sunday, Mendny  and  Teesday, 8/4.  'The
“2s0 Tadl per™ was very welcome, but what a
price to pay vear in and year out. Now, my
contention is this,  Why should thousands of
Civil Servants de round about 306 days’ duty
per annum while the majority of Waterguard
Officers do anything up o 3657  On one large

fell on Saturday.

Station last yvear, P.Os averaged 36 Sundayvs
and AP0y 300 Now, is it not pussible that o
sehieme be ¢ dnptml w mlehv 52 x 6=312, minus

4 Bank Huhda,\s:ﬂ;m{;, nmlmw days he
sideved equivelent for pension purposes to

COn-
oY

yvear's service, the extra davs put in counting
towards another year, in the smme way (only
vice versa) as leave granted for Associntion
purposes is deducted.

1 think this well worth consideration when
the question of remodelling the Associntion

policy on Superannuation is being discussed.—
Yours, ete,,
CSMAXNIMUM 350
- s <

GENERAT. ORDER 25/1627.

Sir,—I note that * Interested ™
up a subjeet that unquestionably should have
been raised and discussed by the nomamation
members of the Watergnard instead of by the
Association mentioned in his letter, It s, of
course, quite obvious that n very large percen-
tage of Watergnard Officers cannot, through the
delay of uppnintmer;t by nomination and age
entrance, be able io complete 40 vears of service
at the age of 60 or 61, ihmemre, in fairncess
to those whe unfortunately would be unable to
complete the full period for the maximum pen-
ston, and also to the War-appointed officers,
the concession granted hy the Honourable Board
to the Landing Officers, 1o be allowed o remain
uniil the age of 65, cannot consistently be denied
or refused to those who were unable o enler
the Service at an age to enable them (o onjoy
their maximum pension, which, owing to the Ligh
cost of living, is adl too small, consequent on
the smallness of our salary. T therefore endorse
and support © Interesteds 7 request that all (and
not one scetion of officersy should be allowed

Lis opened

to rewain until the age of 65 4f necessary.—

Yours, cte, SACTIVE MEMBER™
{This question was rveferred to by the Gen,

seeretary in his notes in the last issne~—Fal.]

e

CHESS.

No donbt the Waterguard Staff will e in-
terested to hear of the entey of the Department
into the Kent County Chess Associntion Corre-
spondence  Chess Tournament, begloning  on
October 15th., It 1s but a short thne ago that
the Waterguard Chess Club was formed, and i
v gratifving to relate that we are entering two
teams of mixed ranks to compete 1 the tourna-
ment. We wish them suceess and good Tack in
the enterprize,

it will be realised that many of the opposing

teatns have had considerabily more experience
than vurs. The Waterguard Club is gradually
growing and has prizes to offer mlmwm to the
Ciub itself.  Those interested in !m gaine,

whether as pupils or players, should conunun-
cate with the Hon. Secretar) Officers who are
alveady members of the Club ave weleomed to
any chess elub affiliated to ithe Kent County

seiation, and the name of the nearest will be
given by the Hon., Scevetary if required.

The great game of chess is ane of the oldest
ganes in existence, and oviginated in Persia,
[t is described by many as the game ot life.
T. M. Huxley said: @ The chess-board s the
world,  The pieces are the phenomena of the
universe ; the rulos of the gante are what we eall
the laws of nature. The pl.l\m on the other side
is hidden from us, We know that his play is
abways fair, just and patient, but also we kuow
to our cost that he never overlooks a misiake ov
makes the sinaliest atlowance for i<rn/n‘mu‘<*.”

The (‘lu h is open to all officers, and the Com-
nuttee asks all members of the | t‘xﬂ interested
in the social spiric of the Bepartment to support
the Club.

The eantrance fee is Zs. 84, with an annual
subscription of 28 6d, fer pluym;:; mentbers,
The subseription is 10s. for Vice-Presidents.

The two teams referred to will be:—

No. 1-~Team Captain: J. M. Mitehell,
Leith,  Messrs, AL Hardie, Ayr: . G, Doodle,
Newport (\f\m), J smallwood, London; W, G.
Thomson, Bangor.,

No. 2.—~Team Captain: W, W. Bishop,
Sharpness. Messrs, W 'L Sandford, Newport
(Mon): K, W, Kidman, Liverpeol; I, I, Dudley,
London; FL. 8. Pickford, Tondon,

Reserves.—Messrs, (o Douglas, Liverpool; O,
M. Williams, Asr.

Officers unable to play must notify the Hon.
Secretary by September 13th, as eniries mrest
be in the hands of the Association by Septe -
ber 15th,

W, W, BISHOD,
Heon. Scerefary.

F. G. BOODILI,
Mateh Conductor and Referee,



