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Our renders >Yill learn with grcmt regret of 
the illness, over the Christmns holidavs, of :\lrs. 
:\fc•rron. She wao taken ill on Christmas Eve, 
and onl.1· the gn•at,ost care pn•vt-nted an attnck 
of J!llPUlll<lllia. \Ye have rpeeiverl news at the 
time of going to press that she i;; now on the 
morHL The General Seen!tary has onr sineore't 
>YiRlws for the speedy n•envery of his wifP. ThPSP 
eir(•umstmH'PS, eouplc•d with the fact that hf> 
himsplf has (•ontractecl a serious chill. will 
expln in the nbsen<·e of th(• General SPeretan-'s 
:\ote~ in this issne. · 

* 
It is but mwe in a nmnber of years that we 

are nhle to pnbl ish on .January lst. Hut it so 
that on this oeeasion we appear on the 

day . to wish all a Happy nnd n Prosperous 
i\ew Year. :\lay Hl21 bP an improvement on its 

"uece"'"'· \\' e have, of course, much to be 
for during the past yen!'. A health-y 

mind never llPecls look far for enuse for thank;. 
The Association has performed some useful work 
in dir<>dions, not the least important of 
wh id1 lJel'n the launching of the \T oentionnl 

Counnittee has now 
a point ean make a definite 

movA ahead, nnd the prophecy of starting busi­
nf'ss ear],· in tlw :\p\\" Yf'ar is fulfilled in the. 
annoflm·ement in this issue that application 
fonns aro in co11rsc of prf'para.tion and cireula­
tion. Thn proj<'.ct itself has lwen an ambitions 
mw, and well deserV('S the heart~- support of the 
,\S'cwiation mPmhership, for on this support now 
rpsts tht> SU('(·es-; or failure of the s<,]wme. The 
Commit tee has done its part so far with a 
thoroughness thnt is admirable, and has 
amply justified the made bY the 
CounciL ' 

* 
" A Smuggler's Song," reprinted in this 

issue, was intended for .inelusion in the Christ­
mns Xumber. Permission to reprint was sought. 
n<ther late• in the dav, and it beeame neeessarv 
to hold O\'er until · i1ow. The lines are \reil 
knmnt to man~' of us, and recall the davs when 
fleetness of foot was a bigger asset thim now, 

when surreptitious importations were being 
considered. 

* * * 
ln order to indude as mlwh as possiblt> in 

the Christmas K umb<>r, we deeided to omit the 
gmwrnl index Yolume 2:3 and to include it 
in this. This will t'Onsequently he the ]l.lst 
one of \'olnme 2:1. 

• 
}lueh inconvenience is oecnsioned to contri­

hntors who are still addrp,;sing letters to the 
old Editorial address. This was ehanged last 
:\la.l', and the neiV il(ldress has appeared inside' 
the {'<n~er for tlw past eight months. 

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION. 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 
Annual Council Elections. 

The nwm hers in the respeetivo ~':lector a! 
areas are herPln- infornwd that the following 
members lwve l;een dulY nominated as Grade 
repretst•ntacin•s on the· Coum·il for the Area 
indi('nted :-

P.O. GRADE. 

lAmclon ~"-l'ea.-··i\fr. i\1. ,J. Griffiths, Mr. A. 
X. J,nlw. 

A.P,O. GRADE. 
South Coast Area.-l\Ir. 8. K D. Ball 

(.Dover), :\h·. J. \Y. :Eriekwn (Pl;nnouth), Mr. 
W. 8. Goldsmith (Folkestone), :!\fr. H. 0'8. 
Mood~· ( l•'almouth). 

Uravesend Area.-.'\Ir. S. Dines, Mr. J. A. 
O'Connor, 

Tyne Area.--l\h. L. N. Cumberlidge (Xew­
eastlf'), J\Ir. T. H. Keightley (Newcastle), :Mr. 
A. Shortland (Hartlepool). 

Seottish Areu.---}fr .J. DE>nby (Ardrossan), 
:\'fr. A. ::llilne (Leit~, Mr. K. Sutlwrland (Aber­
deen). 

Iiallot papers are 110\\' being circulated, and 
mmnbers art> reqnest<ed to ensure that tht!ir vote 
is reeordt>d. Ballot papers ma~" he forwarded 
throug;h the Distriet or L(wnl (h-ganiser, or if 
prefened, they may be sent dire<·t to thP Asso­
f'iation Offi<•f;, 1:3, Beer Lane, E.C.:~. Jn this 
lattPr connpetion, I desire to inform membPrs 
that the balrot paper may be forwarded in an 
open envelope undPr a '!d. stamp. 

The follmring members have been elected un­
opposed to the Couneil as P.O. Gradp represen­
tativeH for the area indicated:-

~lr. W. G, Thomson, Liverpool; Mr. G, E. N. 
Griffiths, South Wales; Mr. P. 'IY, Howard, 
Hull; Mr. W. I\.Ianson, Seotland, 
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The election of Mr. Jlanson is consequent 
upon the transfer from the ~~rea of ]\[r. \V . .iH. 
Sheehan. 

For the Executive Committee, 
J. T. SCTTOX, 

Organising Secretary. - - -BRISTOL. 
A meeting \nls held at the Central Bes­

taurant, Broad Qua~·, on December 2nd. ::\Jr. 
Logan presided over a good attendance. 

The elc,dion of loeal \Vhitley repn•sentatives 
resulted in " no change." 

A resolution "·as ''"'rried recommending the 
reduction of the Association subscription to 5s. 
per quarter. 

On the subjec·t of a \Yatergnard Code, the 
meeting ca1ne to the conelusion that a separate 
Code wits not necessar.v, and that an~· n Iteration 
shou Id he opposed. 

HARWICH. 
l'nder tlw chairmanship of the General Sec­

rPtary, :\fr. J. ::\InTon, and nhl~· supported b~· 
tlw Assistant Se net an·, :\1 r. PmYPll, a very 
interesting nweting \nts held at tlw Queen's 
Hotel, Dovercourt, on De<·emb<:'r lOth. 1D2G. 
8Pvend local affairs \\'erp <1 iseussP<l. and tl~t• 
Chairman gave> us his advic·e as to th(, hest way 
of dealing with them. 

OutsiclP loc·al Huttt<•rs, tho most lengthY dis­
cussion took plnc·e over item No. 4 on th~ agenda, 
"·hich re:Hl: "HPdudion of Subscriptions to the 
P.S.A .. " hut nft,~r tlw Chairman and 1\fr. 
.PmYell had ans\\·erNl numerous questions regarcl­
ing the income and ex]wncliture, the possibilit.'· 
of .entting the expenditure clown ancl also pro­
clucing the figures of ever~· item, it wns found 
that tlw Association "·as !wing run on the most 
<"C'onomical linc~s, and the meeting \Vas unanimous 
in \\·ithdrawing the proposition. 

Questions were put to the ehair C'OIH'erning 
the St>niorih· of ex-Service Men. Educational 
Classes, Fnifonn. 'Yatergunrd c,;de, and Elec­
trie Lamps. and each item was explained most 
satisfactorilY. 

Tlw mec;tin,g closed \\·ith a heart;: vote •of 
thanks to }Jr. }fprron and :\Jr. Powl'll for 
eoming along to enlightPn us on the sul1jects \\·e 
WPI'P doubtful of, and a vote of confidcmee in 
tltP Assoc·iation "·as movecl whieh \\'as heartilv 
npplnuded. · 

CONCERT AT SOUTHAMPTON. 

lt was a happy nnd appreciative gathering 
of Civil Servants and their frien<ls that met 01t 
the Civil Sm·vice Sports Ground. Southampton, 
on December 11th, when the third concert of the 
11·intc>r series \vas providecl h~· H.::\L Customs. 

The chair \\·as ta],en h.v '\Ir. E. \Y. Thew 
(Colledor), and with him was ::Hr. A. Lnngridgo 
(Ministry of Health) and ::\fr. \Y. Bradshaw 
(Onlnanee Survey Office), For three hours the 

eompany were enterhtined with items by ::\Iessrs. 
\Yilliams, Parsons, Emery, Knight (banjo solos), 
and Cricllancl (violin solos), while the "Arco 
t-leptc~ttEO," diredecl by Mr. White, P.O., with 
their elassieal numbers, and the " }ferry Imps," 
11·itlt tlwir syncopated numbers, contributed to 
an enjoyable evening. 

The humorous songs of ::\lr. Probert (C.I.D.) 
and the violin solos of l\Iiss Moody were also 
entlmsiastically received, but the fe~ture of the 
evening was the comm1mity singing, in which 
PVPr)'OlHl jJI'CS!ellt joined hearti]~·. 

:\Inch nedit is due to ::\Ir. H. S. Platten, 
P.O., \vho 1vas responsible for the arrangmnents, 
and also to the artistes, \Vhose efforts were 
greatly appreciated by all present. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION. 

Tlw follm1·ing lettc>r drn\\':s attention to the 
advertisement on the next page,_ 

The Editor, 
" Custon1s ,Journal.Jl 

Sir,-Tlw Central Committee set up by the 
Association to foster the keener d<esire for a 
thorough knowledge of the regulations is 110\V in 
a po;;ition to invite applications from those 
c'hsistant Preventive Officers \vho de,.;ire assist­
nnc<e in this direction. 

The Sclwme provides for three distinct 
eoursps-

(1) A Preliminary Course, extending over 
t\~·o quarters and intended for those who have 
so far made no stncly of the regulations. 

(2) An lntermPdiate Course, \\'hich ,,·ill take 
the student throngh an intensive survey of the 
whole of the regulations applicable to \Vater­
guard Officers. 

(:l) An c\rl,·,nc·c•d Course, during which ques­
tirins of the examination type will be constantly 
presented to the studrmt. 

The first C'ourse is limited to hn•ntv sets of 
papers 11·ithin t\Yo tNms, and the fee is :Ss. per 
qn,trter. Tl1e duration of the seeond and third 
courses is at the option of the student, hut the 
Committee advisn at least four terms at the 
I ntermediah> and thn'e at the Aclvaneecl. The 
fee., are 12s. Gel. and 20s. per term rl'spectivel:v. 

Enrolment IS limited to Preventive Staff 
Association members. 

The Committee has been fortunate enough 
to secure the co-operation of the following well­
informpd conches :-'\fessrs. E. 0. G. Ashford, 
A. P. Angus, L. Garcliner, ,V, H. Finlay, \Y. 
.Jeffre~·. A . .:\. Lake, \V. 1\L Sheehan. 

Applieation form' are now in the hands of 
the vnrious District Organisers, hut lest the~· 
have insuffic·ient to go round, the one on 
page 927 mny be usPrl. 

Yours faithfully, 
C. R. PCRSER. 
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To Assistant Preventive Officers who 
are Members of the Preventive Staff 
Association and seek promotion . 
. \re you interested in 

THE GREATEST 
INVESTMENT 

the ,\ssociation has offered to you? 

Three Years' Study 
under the 1\ssociation Scheme 

will cost you £8j5j0. 

SUCCESS AT THE 
EXAMINATION 

means a financial gain to you of at least 
£3,000, calculated on the basjc scales of 

pay of the tvvo Grades. 

THE HIGHER YOU 
RISE THE 

GREATER WILL 
BE YOUR GAIN 

Ensure success by enrolling to-day. 

The Secretary (Y.:KC.), 
Pnwentive Staff Association, 

1:3, BPer L<mP, J,ondon, E.C.8. 

Preliminarv Conr~e 

927 

Please enrol me for a Intermedi;{te Course (delete courses not required) m \Vaterguard 
Advanced Course 

Departmental Regulations. Postal Order, Pt.'·able to C. R. Purser, London, value 

(insert ammmt), enclosed. 

Xame ................ , .......................................................................... .. 

Address 

(Note.-Where possible, prc>ferenee of tutors "·ill be> givt>11 if desired.) 

Fees: 5/0, 12/6 and 20/0 per term respectively. 
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THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE 
CIVIL SERVICE. 

'I he 
the Prime 

Sir 

letter has been forwarded to 
by the Staff Side (.N. \Y .C.) : 

Derember 20th, 102G. 

am asked bv the of the 1\ ational 
Couneil for the" and J,egal De-
partments of the Civil to advert to the 
tcotTe~pondem"' which pa.ssed between 
that body and yourself on a that you 
should re<·PJYP a deputatwn '>ll quPstim~ of 
proeedure of \Yhitley ComH'ib in Civil Ser-

and the working of the Arbitration Agre(o-
1 am to out that since your inability 

to re<,eive representations was eonmluni-
cated to the Staff Side certain ne11· 
ililj}()!'tau t eonsidera tions have a risen 
justify the you \\ill look again at 
the proposal a deputation. 

In the ordinarY <·ourse the Staff Side would 
feel not only Hrnr!lling, but unable toyress for 
the pet·solln[ attention of the Pnmc Munster so 
soon after a dt>ei~ion had been g1ven, and 1t JR 
only in the light of 11·hnt the Staff Side regard 
a~ ex<·eptional eirr-umstatH'PS that the recpwst 
for a de-putation is reope-ned. 

Jt "·ill be reealled that the interview wa:< 
de,;irml in on! et· thi\.t Staff Side v ie>n on one 
or two \·ita] points prim·iple might be dis-

one of which related to the interpreta­
the agreE-ment on arbitration. 

The rlin•rgencc of view 
Hides of the :\ation:tl Council on 
nm1· he<·mne interwoven "'ith a 
point--one of prinl'iple affeeting 
~hip thnt should suh,ist bebHJc>n 
of the ::'\ntionaJ body. 

I have no doubt t.hat ~·our attention has been 
dra"·n to a str1tement made hv the PrGsident of 
tlw 1ndustrial Court in an Award on n t'laim 
hefore tlw Court sitting as the Civil Service 
"\rhitration Court, daimi11g the non-continU<lllCc' 
of the Cost-of-LiY ing Bonus " Super-ntt." I 
pnf'lose a copy of Awnrd and •:·ouhl draw 
attention to the references m 1t :--

" Such nnderbyking could he withdrawn by 
the overriding anfhor:lty of Parliament, hut it 
was onh· natural in the eiremnstanee> of the; 

'case that feelings of resentment would 
aroused when the ' Stiper-eut ' 1n1s put into 

without eommltation on the 'Yhitley 
CounciL 

Court are of ovinion that ns there is 
in a \Yhitlev Council for Civil Service 
matters, ever~- effort. should he made to bring 
formud nl.l questions within its jm·isdietion for 
ch;,cttssion before exeeutive aetion is tn.l,en. 

hearing of the case it beennw 
>rere at issue as to the 

on the \\'hitley Coun('il ... " 
It "·ill he observed that in the award of 

Court on the super-cut case the position 
been reached wherein the Court regard it neeeH-

sary, in adjudicating on staff daims, to 
weight to considerations other than those 
ing the merits of the e<<se. This new, and from 
the staff point of vie>Y grave-element m the 
consideration of a Court 1dwse funetion is in­
tended to be vurely judicial, raises a quPstion 
\dtieh, difficult t.hough it JH'<n·e to <lisettss, 
must be fneed if a Civil At·bitrntion 
Court is to perform with the full ('Oll-

fiden('e of the ; and >Y ithont 
the faith of the Court, tlw Staff 

to raise the question of a 
the existing agJ'P('JHent. The 

authority s!tclt a nevision ('01lid only 
from the OHit·inl Side "·ith the full 
the The Jn·opocGd pet'i;onal 

n sli ita hle and '"'""'n '"nr. 
th,, Prime :HinistN' to 

the vie>rs of the staff. 
The Staff Si<le are opiHion that the ('.OIIl-

ment of the Court on rp[ationship bet·\\·et'll 
the Government and S01 1 anb through the 
nnwhinen· of tlw a.tional \Yhir.l;,•, Conned 
raises an· i-;sue of profonnd · not mdv 
to the Civil SerFir·e, but to the Government. If, 
a:; the Staff Side the Gon•rnttwnt v1ew 

hv thH Side· of tlw Council 
unclninged thr> qur>>ition at issue 

d is('ussed on the ::\ a.tional Conn<·il, Staff 
fei•l tlHtt. an ovenrhelnting <'acse for 

the of their vie\\·;; to 
the of the Government. 

You mav also he n>Yarp that on 
one m:ca:;ioil exec·utive n.ction h:1s hr•('ll 
the Treasurv or other GovenlllH'nt 

·· chnuld fir"t iw di,('ussNl 
m:u·hitwrY. ln otlwr casPs, 

exe<'utivP foiloiYPil \'.'hitlr•.'· clisngreP­
ment 1vithont rpeonrse to nrhitrntir•n Jll'O('Pdnru. 

The' Stnff ;llso in practice that in 
the absenee of discussing the 
ittq)()J"tant mattPrs of upon which the 
Staff Side would libc to mnke rPpresentations to 

personally, have. to lw. 1m1dP 
to t.imc :J[emhen; of Parhament 
their responsibilities towards State 

lt i.-, frequently the case that l\f.P.'s 
view that Parlinm<'nt. having s;m('-

the e~tnhlishment of ,J in 
Govprnnwnt Service, thGre he no need 
l\femhors to he troul1led mntt(•rs that 

ought to he di.<.;cUsi;Pd and on the ::'\ational 
Comwil. TJm, the Staff Si<IP are 
great diffienlti(•<;, ns Members of 
Commons cannot be persuaded that 
ment rpfuse to permit the \YhitlP~· to 
be used for their real-nnd prinmr)·-purpose. 

ln all the eircnm~tauces, tlw Staff Side re-
spe"tfull.v to he good enough to 
further to tlwi1· request that 
mn.~- hP given an opportunit,Y of presenting 
views in a personal interview.-·I mn, Sir, 

Your obedient s('l'VnnL, 
(8gd.) GF.OHOE :HTDDJ,E'ION. 

The Right Hon. Stnnley Bnldwin, :\LP., 
10, Downing Strcot, S.\V.L 
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.~ll contributions re!Gtivo to this column 
should hP achlrpssed to " Scrutator," e/o The 
i(dit.or, 1)1, Tressillia ~~ }l.oacl, l3roekley, 

l,ondon, ;:.;.]•"''· 

the question has arispn as 
of the \' ocntional Ed m·ation 

that has just been fonnNI. 
imp! ied that, up to tho pr<?sent, 
got on very well without any 

nwthod of study, and that there is 
no t·eason why things shonld not eontinue as 
heretofore. 

Perhaps it \\·ould not he inopportune at thi:; 
time to devote a few m in utcs ttJ this interesting 
venturH. 

Being some1dmt interested in the Scheme, 
perhups 1 >un not presuming too much in voicing 
tlH" fnll<nring details. 

Our rPgulations are beeoming more varied 
eaeh Y<''U'. Consoquenti.Y, there are many mon• 
contentions points to-day than there were a few 
yoars ago. 

An im•t't>ashog demand for knowledge is 
ohvious in all walks of life, and is therefore very 
mn<'h preval,,nt. in onr own Department. 

Tht> staff to-rla;~· will not he put off with sueh 
ex(·u~es •· The prnetiee h(•re 11" to ... -'' nnd 
"You not gpt queried if ~·on do this," and 
" Do that." \Ye> naturallv want to know IYhif'h 
is right and >~·hi,·h is \\Tong. 

Tlw present methods of stud~· rlo not Jn·odn<'e 
unit\- and <·m-rPdness of aetion in many subjects. 

The Seheme will endeavour to ovc•n•ome this 
diffi,•nlh. 

PrOiiwtion by merit has also <"n used a deeper 
probing into the stndic1s of the stn:ff, mainlv to 
ensur,; a higher plac·e on the :mc<·essful list'. 

The '\Vaterguard Staff general!.'' are alarmed 
at the numher of failures at the examination 
for P.O.-ship. 'l'he staff have dePided that this 
nmn1wr of failurps ean be greatl.v reduced h:v 
orgnmsed stnd,L 

The examination is, in the first place, "quali­
hing •· for the rank of P.O.-ship, and second!;~·, 
" competitive " regarding order of promotion 
to that Grade. 

l am sure the Scheme will reduce the number 
of failures and Pausc kec•ne1· competition for 
seniority as P.O.'s. 

Be~·ond an attractive adv2rtisenwnt in our 
ve~·v· credi.tahl8 Ghri.stmas Xumber of this 
i<mrnal. followed (I think) hv one in this issue. 
the operations of the Centrai Committee are, as 

yet, unknw,Yn. This Committee have, lwweYer. 
been very bus~·, meeting every 1veek, and an• 
hopeful of lautwhing their Scheme early in tlw 
.1\ e>~· Year. 

J,ih• ne1Y id(\a, it >rill tnke long tiuw 
to get down to smooth >rorking. 

] nm eonfidt•nt with the full and SYmp;,-

t!wtie support nf the staff, the efforts and 
delihet·atinns of the Committee will aeb ieve the 
~w·eP.ss antieipatpd and d<'served of such a 
lwlpful projeet. 

"SCH{;TATOH.'' 

TO THE A.P.O.'s, SCOTLAND AND 
NORTH IRELAND. 

Gentlt•nteJJ,---Prohnhlv mnst of \'Ott <lr<' won-
clering- why I have not' written • •· ele('tion 
letter" bt•fon• this. "'ell, I was of th:: 
opinion that these followed the ]nthliention o•' 
nouiinations, so no\v thnt thct<e are to hnnd 1 
will just sn 0· my few words. 

As you will see, IH.v ('olleagues in Leith ha n· 
ag-ain nominated IIH', and 1 have accepted the 
nomination. Durin,'( mv two \'<oars in office I 
hnve alwavs done what' I ('lluld fol' the 
as a who!~, and partkubq·lr for the 
our outlying and mueh-senltered area. If I 
lHn·e satisfied 1·ou J trust YOU will return nH' 
ag-ain. I am r~ally keen to 'he retl~rned, hut do 
not for one minute imag-ine it is a job to be 
run after. It means a great den.! of work, and 
mneh time occupied in Assodation affairs. Yl~' 
real reason for asking your support is that dur­
ing my time in office I have developed a real 
liking- for Association work, and I feel tlwt with 
thi, ;md your support I shall again he useful to 
you. The suh,ieets whieh have reeeivcd most of 
my "speaking- and writin~r" support dnring the 
li!st two years are Seniority of Post--War En­
trants--and from the first 1 hal'e fought for the 
preservation of the vested interests of ex-Doy 
i\1essengers; New Conditions of Entry into the 
'\VateJ•guard; Monthly Pay for A.P.O.'s; and the 
Re-grading- of the ·waterg·unrd Staff. A little 
point of explam1tion may not g-o amiss here. 
'Vhile I was fighting--in two Conferences-for 
the reeonsiderntion of Seniorih' of Post-,\. ar 
Entrants, seYeral of my eollengues throughout 
thf' a rea imagined that I was acting in my own 
interests. I'm 31 years of age now, and I did 
not enter the Service till December, 1919-that 
should he enough! 

Gentlemen, I trust you will again return me, 
and I assure vou that if vou do I shall do all 
1 ean, but pl~ase rerm:ml;er that I would like 
more support and more eritidsm. 

Don't forget, too, that the Coundl evidently 
approved of my election, for they elected me to 
the Exeeutil·e Committee-the first Scottish and 
North Ireland Councillor to be on that body in 
the P.S.A.-Yours, etc., 

A. MILNE, A .. P.O. 
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CIVIL SERVICE CONFEDERATION. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Civil Se1·viee Confederation was held on ::\londay, 
December 20th, 1D26, at Caxton Hall, ·west­
minstPr. 1\Ir. \\'. H .. Ja.mPs presided over an 
a ttendanee of twenty-eight. 

Heports "·ere given of recent proceedings of 
the Civil Service :\'ational 'Whitley Council, par­
ti<,ulnrl~· on the snbjods of the amendments to 
the' Constitution of the i'lational Council pro­
posed by the Staff Side at the Annual }feeting 
of the Comwil on December lOth, 1926; Super­
<·ut .·\xbitration A ward; A<·ting Allowances: 
Hours of attendance of officers employed in 
London other than at Headquarters Offices; 
Joint Committee to consider the question of 
staff operating calenlating machines; Open Com­
petition; Contagions Diseases-anal~·sis of sick 
leave--proposed medical test on engagement of 
tc>mporar~· Civil Servants: Vacancies on the 
::\ ational Staff Side occasioned hv the withdrawal 
of the Joint Conwltative Cornrnittee from the 
Kational Council; Progress on the Higher 
Grades Committee. A emmnunication is being 
adclr<~ssed to eonstituent organisations concerned 
on the subject of the representation of Higher 
Grades. 

Heports were given of reeent proceedings of 
the National Federn.tion of Professional 
"'orkers, partic;ularl~· on the subjects of Income 
Tax All(nrances; Offices Regulation Bill-pro­
posed re-introduction next Parliamentary ses­
sion; <·ampaign to organise clerical workers in 
<mt.,idt> industrY. Communications W("re received 
from the Natio.nal Federation on the subjects of 
(i.) individual and colleetive agreements, and 
(ii.) company unions and pensions schemes. It 
mts clef·ided that the Federation should he sup­
plied "·ith any available information on these 
subjects. 

Jn regard to the campaign being conducted 
h~- the Civil Serv'ice Rights Defence Committee, 
in opposition to the threateno(l Government 
legislation to prohibit the affiliation of Civil Ser­
viee staff as;coeiations to outside industrial and 
political l1odies, it "·as reported that active work 
was being earri0el on in thP constituencies, 
deputations to }femhers of Parliame~t were 
procpeding, and meetings were being arranged. 

It "·as decided that the Hal.f-~·earl~- Report 
on the work of the Confederation, presented to 
and adopted bY the Half-~·early Council meeting 
on Novemher 27th, 1926, should he printPd, and 
copies supplied to constituent organisations at 
n cheap rate. Constituent organisations are 
being communicated "·ith on this suhjeet. 

The General Seeret:tr)' referred to two ques­
tions •rhieh had bePn raised at the Half-vearh 
Council meeting, in endeavouring to answe'r 
which from P1emon· and on the spur of the 
moment, he had given the impression, he 
thought. that the Confederation office was at 
fault. On looking up the facts, however, he had 

found this "·as not so, and in neither case was 
there any negligence attributable to the office. 

The question of group representation on the 
Executive Committee •vas discussed, arising out 
of the constitutional amendments adopted by 
the recent Half-yearl~- Council meeting, and the 
Executive Committee decided to apply the Con­
stitution as it stands, as amended by the Half­
yearly Council, and to eo-opt, as a t~mpor~ry 
measure, an~· existing mPmbers of the ]<,xe~'utlve 
Committee who, under the strict apphcatwn of 
the Constitution. would lose their ~eats on the 
Expeutive Committee. 

In rep!~· to questions on the subpect of un­
established back service counting for pension, it 
•nls stated that a meeting of the Staff Side of 
tlw Snpcerannuation Committee of the National 
"Whitley Council would be summoned early in the 
New Year, when these and other matters before 
the Committee would be under consideration. 

On the subjeet of outstanding border-line 
eases in eonnection with the Single Men's \Yar 
Bonus, it •nls reported that cases for submi'ssion 
to the proposed independent adjudicator were 
being prepared. 

Attention was drawn to the question of pay 
for '"ork performed on public holidays, and it 
was deeided that information he obtained from 
constituent organisations as to the existing 
practice and that the matter he referred to the 
General Purposes Committee for consideration 
and report. 

SOLVED. 
(A Question of Identity.) 

At first appearnnce, he was decidedly seedy, 
and his fore and aft rig--out stamped him, to my 
mind, a nautical man, as he sauntered along- the 
quayside nt n South \\'ales port. Probably an 
ill-paid seeond mate on a Cardiff tramp owned 
by one of the less g-enerous shipping· firms of 
that city, I surmised. Closer inspection failed 
to reveal the seeret of his eap badge, weather 
and ag·e having- eomhined successfully to ob­
literate anv recognisable feature thereof. The 
aforesaid ;.loser inspection, howe.-er, disclosed 
the fact that, apart from his uniform, he was 
well dressed. His collar was snow-white, his 
tie (black silk) of commendable neatness, and 
his shoes, well-fitting, serviceable and smart, set 
off to advantage ''his black eashmcre soeks. My 
curiosity was aroused. 'Vhv should a man, ap­
parently almost fastidious ~1bout some m·tieles 
of his attire, be so neglig-ent in others? "Thy 
so neat about the neck, and so baggy nt the 
knees? \Vhv such smart shoes, hut such an­
cient and diiapidated slee,·e braid? The man's 
nwnner conveved nothing. A certniu assured 
air and a kee~, almost 1;rying, look about the 
eyes g-ave me no clue. Almost immediately, 
however, an answer was vouchsafed to rn~' un­
spoken question. A voice from a steamer along­
side the quay hailed the paradox. " Officer, 
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we've just had some bonded stores put aboard; 
will you come and fix them up'? '' The scales 
fell from my eves. M v mvsterv man was a 
mystery no iong~cr. • • · 

lie was just a l'reventi\·c Officer whose issue 
of uniform was considcrabl~· overdue. 

GEN. 

A SMUGGLER'S SONG. 

If ~'on wake at midnight and heal' a horse's feet., 
])un't go drawing ba<'k rhe blind or looking in 

the strPf't. 
Them tlwt asks no questions isn't told a lie. 
Wnteh tho \\'all, my darling, whih; the Gontlemen 

go by! 
Vi1·e and twenty ponies 
Trotting through tlw dark, 
Brandy for the Parson, 
'Baecy for tho Clerk, 
I,aees for a. lad;;, letters for a spy, 

And watch tlH• wall, m,\· darling, while the Gen­
tlemen go by. 

Hunning round the woodlump, if you chance to 
find 

Little barrels, roJH'd and tarred, all full of 
brand\' 

Don't .vo~l to come and look, nor use 'em 
for your play, 

Put tlw hrnsh>Yoml baek again and they'll be 
gone next day I 

Five and twenh' 
Trotting through dark. 

If ?'OU see t]u; door sitting open wide; 
If you see a tired lying down inside: 
If ~·our mother mends a eoa.t all cut about and 

torn, 
If the lining's Wt<t and warm-don't you ask no 

more! 
Five and t\yenty ponies 
Trotting through the dark. 

If you mePt King George's men, dressed in blue 
and red, 

You bt• careful what ~'on say and mindful what 
is said. 

If the~· call you prPtty maid and chuek ;von 
'neath the ehin. 

Don't you tell where no one is nor yet where 
no ~ne' s been. 

l<'ive and twenty ponies 
Trot.ting through the dark. 

Knock~ and footsteps round the house; whistles 
after dark, · 

You've no call for running out till the house­
dogs hark. 

Trusty's here ailfl Pineher's there. and see how 
dumh th"v lie. ' 

Thev don't fret to follow when the Gentlemen 
go by. 

J<'ive and twenty poni"s 
Trotting through the dark. 

Tf you do as you've been told likely there's a 
ehance 

You'll be give a dainty doll, all the way from 
l''ranee, 

\Yith a ('Hll of Valeneiennes, and a velvet hood­
A present from the Gentlemen, along o' being 

good! 
Five and twenty ponies 
Trotting through the dark, 
Brandy -for th" Parson, · 
'B:wC'y for the Clerk, 
LaePs for the lady, letters for a spy, 

And wateh the wall, my dading, while the Gen­
tlemen go hy' 

Them that asks no questions isn't told a lie-­
\Yatdt the wall, my dnrling, while the Gentlemen 

;l'O by. KII'I~ING. 

[From Kipling's prose-inclusive edition.] 
Rt>printPd by :\l1·. Kipling's kind permission. 

The name and address of the writer (not 
necessarily for publication) should be given 
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no 
responsibility for the views expressed. 

WATERGUARD PAY. 
Sir,-Mr. E. T. Sandford's rejoinder in sup­

port of his "Action" letter does not greatly 
aug-ment his original contention. Apparently 
his commendable enthusiasm o1·erwhelmed all 
other considerations. Perhaps he does not 
realise that Executive work is not simply a ques­
tion of " Ask and ye shall receive." There is 
mueh to be said for the word "tactics.'' 

His first point is that the P.S.A. officials have 
failed to keep in line with the officials of other 
Serviee organisations in clairnin[.r improved 
salary scales. He mentions airily that some are 
already in receipt of an increase. I am very 
doubtful whether he ean giYe <Ln instance where 
an increase has resulted from recent agitation. 
The ven' best he C'an say of others is that thev 
are figl;ting for one. :-;1y reply is that so ar'e 
we. A fight that shows no result may he com­
mendable, but is not very satisfactory, and can 
hardly be held up as a shining example. 

Then Mr. Sandford says, "Everybody's do­
ing it except us," rmd later contradiets himself 
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with the admission that •' we were aware that 
the Exceutive had heen given instructions.'' I 
would suggest that he lnakes himself com'er­
sant with the constitution of the P,S.A. 

To the ration;d mind. our leaders do not 
" appear to he looking for the opportune 
moment from the point of view of officialdom." 
The~' are most deeidedly looking for the oppor­
tmw moment in the interests of the \Vatergua rd 
staff, and Mr. Samlford's "head against a brick 
wnll method" will certainly not appeal tn them. 

Regarding· his allusion to " ,\ xes," I should 
like to enll his mind bnek to a <"ertain rather 
0\"cr-crowded little meeting of Civil Sf'n·ants, 
held at thE' Alhert H;!l] not so very long ago, 
and its outcome. 

A !so, 1 hope he does not assume that he is 
the onl~' LocH I Secretarv who reads the "New 
Ci,:ilin n. "-~Yours, etc., ~ 

GEN. ----·----
THE CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD PUZZLE. 

Tlll' solution to the crossword puzzle in the 
is-;ue "·ill he published tl' the next. appear-
on .Tannary li3th. · 
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