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Sf:C~E.TARYS 

NOTE:5. 

Communications relative tD this oolumn should 

be addressed to Mr. J. Merron, 167, Clive Road, 
West Dulwich, JJOndon, S.E.21. 

\Ye live in an age when tlw tendency to talk 
round and round a subjer·t, instead of gc•tting 

right clown to the truth of it, hns become a very 
marked characteristic of almost <'Very grade of 
society. 

~m,·spapers nrP to lJlame for a grent deal of 
this sort of thing. The~· inclulgp in noisy and 
nonsensical chatter in r·onncdion ,,-ith the most 
important probiPnJ.s of tlw day. There is more 

<'OH<·ern for " net .>ales " than for tlw fiea rch for 
truth, and therpforp 11·<' are nevN <•clified by the 
sight of a nem,;paper lwroi('ally tackling a 
problem and coming to n logical and definite 
conelusion upon it. The eonclusion might in 
s~l1le instances nppear to be definite, but one 

can ahn1~·s be <'(~rtain that some>dwre hidden 
awa~· i.'i the linP of retreat, in r·ase diseretion or 
the financial sup]HJrters of the paper demand 

something less than the plain un nunished truth. 

In Parliament also a similar spirit prevails. 
Few soul-stirring speer·hes arp made to-day, 
because sueh spPe('ltes ('an he Pxpedccl only from 

men imbtwcl 11·ith a desire to fearless!.'· express 
their personal ('OHVi('tions. lt 1ronlcl seem, hr,·l·­

ever, that most of our legishctors consider it 
their dut~· to subordinate eYerything to the 

ambitions of party or elass. Small >roncler is 

it, therefore, that no progress is uwcl<' 1rith the 

gigantic soeial problems of modern times, for no 

man 1d10 is eompell,"cl to keep a vigilant ''Yl' on 
the 1rhims of pnrty can make master!~· contribu­
tions to any discussion. Thus it is that skill m 

e1·acling the main issuG has been den•loped to 
a high (]egree, and mm:h indiffcn•m·e oxists as 

to the imporLtJH'E' of >Yhne tho !in(• should be 
drawn between right and 1nong. 

It 1nmld indeed be remarkahle if the long­

"nffPring pnhlic escaped being infected with this 
complaint. The (•xmnples Eever befon• it are too 
strong for tlmt. E,-en among the best sort of 
people in tlw business IHJrlcl misleading an­
nomH·emPnts are not lookr"d upon as dishononr­

able~fre411C'llt1.'· the eapa,·it~· to gracefully 
1;1islead is reg,uded as a virtue. For instance, 
we have great admiration for the business of 

ndl'ertising, .'·et the business is more con<·ernPd 
with attradivPm'f'S than v;ith 'H'<'lll':l<',\'; a1HI 
thc>re can be no doubt that the art ne(·pssary for 
a successful carf:er as a poster-king ,,~ould never 

be found in a Ceorge. \Ya.shington. 

* * .. * 
ln view of all this it ifi not greatly diffwult 

to und<'rstnml 1Yhy some of our lPacling noll·s­

JHLJlers have thought it ne"es:o;ary to puhlic:h 
articles purporting to instruct JWOple on " Hm1· 

to get through the Customs." Th" Customs 
baggage examination floor is one of the fe11· re­
maining places 1Yhere the "nrtless inexactitude" 
is promptly nailed clown and is followed by swift 
retribntion. Oln·ionsly the Prpss flnds itself 111 

full fiympath,\· with people whose peccadillos so 
c;oon come home to roost. 

There is, however, no need for special eoach­

ing in order to " get through the Customs." It 
is simplicit~· itself, hut most of the articles 
published have failed to givP the reeipe. The>~· 

h:we failPcl to state that a straight answer to a 

plain question is the on!~· thing that need bo 
practised. There is no need for anything more, 
and it seems a pity that of all the advice that 

has been broadcast latel~· none of it gavo assist-
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anee on the only point where it was really 
required. It is only the evnsive people who have 
trouble with the Customs. 

* * " .. 
It mu-;t be mentioned, 

han~ appeared in the Prer;s hy 

the nnst iness of the unfortunate 
have to examine their baggage. 

that letters 
describing 

officials who 
This type of 

individual usually stat0s that he has "travelled 
in many 
affection 
English. 

lands,'' and he has words of loving 
for every Customs Officer who is not. 
It so that ]~nglish Customs 

Of!leers are ;end their ex-
perience tenches them thnt tlw gpnnine " much-
travelled man " dt•l to meet. He is 
nwnlly broad in his is nnrlerstanding, 
:md is not reduced to a state of pettislmess by 
tJw normal discomforts of travel. He is the most 
easy traveller to deal "·ith, and not infrequently 
expresses his satisfaction at the manner of 
treatment meted out to him. 

* * * * 
The ChanePilor's announcement r<>garding 

the adivity of Civil ServicP staff organisations 
has ercated nmeh mm·e excih•nwnt in t.lw PrPss 
than in tl1e Civil Rf>rviee. The journalists hnvP, 
as 11snal, shown Yl'l'y ignonn1t of tho 
roek-hottom fnct·s of thl' Past·, '"HI somp of tlH•ir 
dfnsions :Fe rathPr amnsing. lt is prohah]P 
that the Government would feel much mor.~ 

eilmfortable ahont tho >Ylwle hn,iness if t.lH•y 

eunld take the same nir~· view of the situation 
as do the newspapers. 

Before any action can lw taken it will ho 
nei'ess,u·~· to define exactly the of the 

term "Civil Serv:.nt." H will be no enc;~· tn~k, 
and there is Rome ground for thinking thnt tlt•' 
clif!ieuhy in at that dt•finition may lead 
the Government to drop the matt<?r. ]t i~ to he 
hoped that t.hi~ will be the ens!,, heeanso no good 
ean <'ome if foree used to malw the Servit·e 
abandon what it regards as a right. TlJere am 
many Civil Servants who onlinarily do not 
hother their heads abont affiliation with outsid<? 

but they arc> much perturbed at thH 

Jli'OSJlePt of n.ny addition heing mad<? to the 
restrit.·tions to which tlwy are subject. 

lt is time the pnhlic learned that a contented 
Civil SPrvice is a necesr:t~·, nnd not a luxury. 

If this. had been realised years ago the problem 
presented to the Government would never 
have ansen. The Service has suffered much 
from scurrilous attack hy irresponsible journa­
lists. It foaght hard against those. attacks 
in order to tl111·nrt attempts to reduce salary 

scales that would not bear reduction. The 
Government has done nothing to prevent these 
unjust nncl the result is that sections 
vf the SE>rvice han~ sought other means of pro­
tection. 

The lJp-;t wn~· to handle the situation would 
lw to n'move the eanse for Civil Service Associa­
tions to he affi!i:cted to outside l}()dies. Let the 
Government take a real interest in the welfare 
oi' its f'Cl'rants, and then Ut8 Servicf' could be 
J'(Tl'ratt·ly deseribe<l ns a body. 

* 

lt extremely unfortunate that just. at this 
moment the Premier should see fit to turn down 
the ret(uest of tlw Xatinnnl Staff Side that he 
should recPive a on the questions of 
imperfect arbitration maeh inery, and regarding 
the misapplieation of National Council agree­
Jilt"nts, departmentnlly. The excuse given for 
the~ rt··fnbftl is not rLJgardc~d as being in any 'Ytty 

and it St'l'H'S ns a further illustrntiou 
of the kind of trp:~tmrmt that malws the Senit·p 

of ever g<:>tting a \vithoat 
invn1dug; otltside aid. 

There Sl'ems to ho an absolutP failm·., to 
unrkrstand thnt these isc;uec; are n•gnrded lJy the 

:;;,,rv ieo l\S bPing of the utmost importnnee. It 
is :mud! consolation to he told that pressure of 
business eansrd by ontl'idc• iwlur;trinl tnmblo 
allow,, o£ r10 time being givt>n to thP griovance:s 

of Civil Servants. 

Cireulars are spnt out to all Distriet 
S(•(:netaries this week in nouneetion with thf" vote 

that is being taken on the question of seniority 
of Po'it-\Ytn· Entrants 1923 men and 

Ballot forms should he re­
turned direct to the P.S.A. hendquarters as 
early as possible. It is now possible to supply 
a~ many copies of th8 circular a~ may be neces­
sary, and District Offic(•rs should see that everr 
one of the affected officers is supplied. 
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Replies to the circular recently issued, ask­

ing for certain particulars of staffs in the 
various Districts, are rather slow in coming in. 

The information is wanted as early as possible, 

and it is hoped that everything will be done 
to speed things up. 

* * * 
The cost-of-living figure for August is again 

70. The figure for " food only " being 61. 
The prize-\yinning article published in the 

"New Civilian," and entitled " Should the 
Bonus be Consolidated? " is contributed by Mr. 

IV. ,J. C'ronin. He makes out a very strong case 
against consolidation, and the article is well 
worth reading. It is also interesting to note 

tlwt most of the essays sent in for the competi­

tion did not favour consolidation. 1Iore of these 
essays arc to appear in subsequent issues of the 

'' Ney~· Civilian.'' 

* * 
Several members who received Staff Annuals 

have written to say that owing to the long lapse 

of time since the issue of this useful book, they 
have forgotten exactly how much is due from 

them. The cost of the book was ls. 3d., post 
free. 

* * 
Correspondents ;;!10uld note that J shall h(e 

a>nty on leave until September l:lth, and that 
any letters reqlllnng immediate attention 

should be addressed to Mr. IV. H. Powell, Assis­
tant Secretary, at Beer Lane, KC.3. 

J. MERRON. ___ _.._._ __ _ 

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION. 

LONDON BRANCH. 
Election of District Organiser. 

As the result of an eledion, the vacancy 
created 1Jy tlw rc>tirement of Mr. C. H. Pursc:l", 
P.O., wiil be filled by 1\lr. \\'.H. Jolmson, P.O., 
\Vnterguarcl, Hegent's Canal Dock. 

--~~._.._ __ _ 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

The Assistant Secretary, ::\Ir. IV. H. Powell, 
wishes to notifv members that his address is 
now: 32, Dalga~·no Ga~dens, St. Quintin Park, 
W.lO. 

The nttcntion of members who are interest­
ing themselves in the Pensions Scheme is drawn 

to a letter published in this issue from the 
General Recretnr~· of the Post Office Emplo~·ees' 
Approvpd Society. '!'he Post Olfice hns long had 

a S<wiet_,. that lms )wen a(bptable to the Govern­

ment schemes of im;urnnc:e, etc., a luxury that 
it h;ls not been our good fortune to possess. The 

letter explains itc;elf. \Ye havo been in com­

munication n·ith oi\1" Gen. Sec., ::\Ir . .1\Ierron, on 
the subject, and he l1as expressed his willingness 

to nns11·er any eJHtuiries that might be made by 

members of the l' .S.A. Tl1e net ion of the Post 
Orrice S(wic•ty in opening out to other Civil Ser­
vice 01·g;unisations 11·ill, we feel sure, be appre­
ciated by many of our members. 

* * 
'l'here aro still a large number of members 

1d10 >nlllld wish us to dmp hack to the had old 

days when the . .\ssociation enjoyed a difficult 
haml-to-mouth existence, days >dwn Association 

officials were always fncled with the possibility 
of asking for a levy to meet current expenses. 

The appearance of a usoful balance in hand on 
last ye,tr's balance sheet is a temptation to make 
suggestions for voting largll sums from Associa­

tion funds for various definite ohjeets. "'hile 
the oh,ieds m:1:· he very lnudah!(J and neeessnry, 
11·u ;;lwuld haYe to think yery <·arefull,\· before 
;n;•.hng; inroarl:; on tlw balance in the hands of 

t!IH P.c1 .. \. Pmllahl,,· >He arc stt>aling some of 
i.!t~. Or>(cmi:<ing D<'vt·<·tary',; thunder, but lw 
'nmlcl be tl1e first to 11·arn the memlwrship 
~~ ~ain~b taL ing a ba1aneo in hand too seriously, 
for 11hile a balance actua!l~- does exist, no 
organisation CY('l' pos;;csses the w}wle of ih: 

l;n.laJwe in Jmrd cash. The babn('e is the amount 
;-~tnnding to the f'redit ot an organisation at a 

given date, aml is produced at a time subsequent 
to that date. The work of the Association is, 
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hmYeve1·, going on all tho time, and tho money 
in hand is lwing used "-hile the \York of the 
"\ssociation goes on. The halan('(~ twolvo months 
hence may shcm· a still further innease, but it 
should not be lost sight of that £GOO is really a 
comparatively small balnnec•. 

* * * * 
\Ye had hoped to publish a photograph of the 

tug-of-war team that brought the C.P.O.'s 
Challenge Cup home. lt has not been found 
possible in this issue, but in all probability it 
will appear in our next. 

The formation of a Cric-ket Club in London 
is a move in the right direction, and the enthu­
siastic persons who an• responsible for its 
inauguration aro to be congratulated on the 
sw·,·ess that is attending their offorts. 

The small paragraph at tho end of the Gen. 
Seeret:u,·'s 1\otes will fail to enlighten readers 
as to the real state of affairs. For some time 
th" GcenPral Secretary has been working under 
a S0\'on• strain, otnd the wonder of it has been, 
to us who ha vo se on him at work, that he has 
b•pt going so long without a breakdown. The 
leave he is taking nm1· is of the utmost neeessity, 
and will, \H' "ineerely hope, be the means of 
restoring ne11· vigour and of preventing the col­
lapse that mnst inevitabl,- have come. ]\fr. 
:\lerron can l1e assured that he has the sympath,­
of the whole staff, and best wishes for his 
speedy recovery. 

APPEAL FOR Mr. J. BRASIER, A.P.O., 
OF LONDONDERRY. 

The follmring additional c1onations have been 
rr>eeived since the previous publication :-Pre­
vious!~- ackn01dedged, !21:3 12s.; T,ondon: Harp~', 
£;3; '1\'gd. Supt. Offiee and Yidoria, £2 2s.; 
R.A. Docks, !.:2 14s.; Surrey Docks, £1 3s. Gel.; 
Shad>Yell and RegPnt's Canal, .£1 His.; \Yest and 
J\Iillwall Docks, £2 ils.; Blaekwall and \Yool-
11-ieh, £2 Gs. 6cl.; \Vhitehaven, 2s.; Stranraer, 
2s. Gel.; Sunderland and Seahmn, 19s. ; Goragh­
wood and Portadown Land Boundary, 10s.; 
Harwich, £1 2s.; fpswich, 2s. 6d.; Newhaven, 
14s.; Barrow, 5s.; Grangemouth, £1 7s. 6d.; 

Bo'nPss, f\s.; Glasgow, £2 1s.; Urimsby, -,Cl 2s.; 
"\. K Hmrell, London. ;)s.; Fleet\yood, 3s.; 
Jlrightlingsea, 6s.; He;·sham, -h. 6cl.; S>Yansea, 
c!.:l lils. 6cl.; Llanell.'-, Gs.; 'Yatchd, ls.; Cm.-es, 
fls.; Arbroath, 2s. Gd.; Dundee, 1/<s. 6d.; ]lfra­
c:omlw, ls. Total: £-±2 5s. od. 

---~-1------

THE MYSTERY CONTINUED. 

Hevie>ring the eireumstanees, there seemed 
little cloubt that tlw evic1enee of a tragedy was 
befor8 us. The police 11·ere informed ancl, 
<elthough they >Yere non-committal, they brought 
out notehooks and set to work. 1 left them at 
it and \n•nt home to sleep. Through my dreams 
floated visions of blood, and fingc'r-nails torn off 
],~- a drowning man struggling to board the 
;:neht, \Yith another man beating him off with 
a boathook. 'IYhen T once again appeared at the 
Cw,tom House to resume my " wrestle with the 
-,,·oriel," the solution \Yas at hand. 

Two men set out for a week-end on the yacht. 
They dropped anchor in shallo"- water and set 

alJout preparing a meal. \Yhen the meal had 
lwen cooked and diYidecl, and they were about 
to eat, it was noticed that the yacht was drift­
ing, the tide having risen ancl lifted the anchor 
from the be cl of the river. One man went from 
his meal to let out more cable. \Yhilst doing so 
the yacht drifted across the mooring of a train­
ing ship, when the jerk to the cable caused the 
man to catch his hand in it and tore the nails 
hom two fingers. He called his friend, and 

together they struggled to free the anchor from 
the moorings-the injured man reaching over 
the side ancl tugging at the cable, causing the 
blood snwars on the yacht's side. They went aft 
to the eockpit, where the la.mp "·as alight, and 
vie\\·ecl the damaged hand, causing the blood 
tr:wks ancl the splashes about the cockpit, 
whe1·e he shook his hand in agony. They hailed 
the training ship and were brought off by a boat 
to thnt ship, leaving the yac·ht foul of the moor­
ings, hut apparently quite safe. The injured 
hand received first-aid attention on the ship, 
but the man was in such pain, and the damage 
to the hand so severe, they were recommended 
to go ashore to a doctor. They did so, and after 
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receiving treatment the.1· decided to stop ashore 
for the night, where the injured man eould get 
a better rest. '\Yhilst they were ashore the 
yacht fn,ed herself, aml drifted with the 
evidence to where it \Ul,S pi<·ked up by the barge. 
The gruesome evidence had <1uite a simple 
solution. 

------~~~-----

THE EMERSON CLUB. 

:Yiany readers will have attended meetings of 
Civil Serviee org>tnisations held at the Emcrson 
Club premises in Buekingham Street, and "·ill 
be interested to know that the dub has now 
moved to larger and more eonven ient premises 
overlooking the Pntrance to the main building 
of the Board of TradP in Ureat George Street. 
The move makes it possible for the elub to in­
crease its membership, and man;~· Civil Servants 
who eannot afford an ex pens in· cl uh 1vill he glad 
to know of a club dm,p to '\Yhitehnll which gives 
them the faeilities they require at a modest 
subscription. The Emcrson Club is not attached 
to any political or religious organisation, and is 
open to men and 11·omen alike. lts soeial 
activities are extensive, and it has earned a 
reputation for good hut inexpensive meals. 

The Hon. Secretary, Emerson Club, 1, I~ittle 
Ueorge Street, himself a Civil Servant, will be 
happy to supply further information to anyone 
interm;ted. 

CIVIL SERVICE ARTS COUNCIL. 
(Operatic and Dramatic Section.) 

The Civil Service Arts Council are holding a 
special general meeting in Room 209, Treasury 
C'ham hers, '\Yhitelwll, on :\Ionday, September 
20th next, at 5.:30 p.lil., at which the chair will 
be taken by l'\. Cnrtis-Bennett, Esq., C.V.O. 

This meeting has been called for the purpose 
of forming a Civil Service Operatic and Dra­
matie Society, and it is hoped that every Civil 
Servant interested in such a Society will en­
deavour to be present. The Council are of the 
opinion that with sufficient support a Society 
worthy of Serviee traditions can be formed, and 
it is hoped that this meeting will prove the 

beginning of an all-SetTiee Operatic and 
Dramatic Society. 

Further particnlar.s respecting this meeting 
11·ill he supplied on application to the Honorary 
i-ic<·retar,Y of the Operatic and Dramatic Seetion, 
Perey YL l'\ ash, Adj. Branch, Post Office Savings 
Bank, '\V.14 (Telephone: Uiverside 2000, Ex. 
108). 

t-i QTE.f>, 

U€"6T&ON5 

A.NO 

All contributions relative to this oolumn 
should be addressed to" Scrutator," cjo The 
Editor, 91, Tressillian Road, Brockley, 

London, S.E.4. 

Answers to questions given at examination 

held February 9th, Hl26. 

SECO'ND PAPER. 

Question. 
:l.-(a) 'Yhat is the method to be followed 

for aseertaining the Tonnage of wood goods 
carried as deck cargo? 

(b) A British vessel arrives from America 
11·ith the following as det:k cargo:-

20 horses, 
98 oxen, 

4 mules, 
219 sheep, 

and a quantity of timber Inensurjng--~ 

l\T ean l\lean :\Tean 

Length. Breadth. Height. 

Section 1 '1:1 feet 35.'1 feet '/.9 feet 

Section 2 59 feet 28.8 feet 5.'1 feet 
Seetion :l 17 feet 11.4 feet 2.9 feet 

Under Section 1 there is a hatch measuring 
23 ft. h~· 15 ft. by 3.9 ft., and deck fittings of a 
cubical capacity of 17.9 ft. 

Calculate the total tonnage of the deek cargo 
and state what forms would be prepared and to 
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whom delivered and where the tonnage would be 

recorded. 

• • • 
Answer. 

3.-(a) Measure along the deck, floor, or 
deck-space covered by the cargo the mean length 

in feet. Measure the mean breadth and mean 
height reached by the cargo in feet and tenths. 
Multiply together the length, breadth and 
height so taken and divide the product by 100. 
The result will give the tonnage of the space 

occupied. Spaces occupied by deck fittings in­
cluded in such measurements are to be deducted. 

The means may he ascertained by taking 

three measurements in different parts and 

dividing the sum of such measurements by 

three. 

(b)-
26 horses at SO cubic ft. per animal 
93 oxen at /0 cubic ft. per animal 

4 mules at 6;"5 cubic ft. per animal 

219 sheep at 10 cubic ft. per animal 

Section 1 = /3 ft. by ~l5.1 ft. by I. 9 ft. 
Section 2 =59 ft. by 28.3 ft. by G./ ft. 

Section 3 = 1/ ft. by 11.4 ft. by 2.9 ft. 

Total cubic ft .... 

Deductions-
Hatch= 23 ft. by 15 ft. by 3.9 ft. 

1345.5 

Deck fittings 17.9 

2000 
6610 

260 
2190 

20588.Hl 
9517.29 

562.02 

41627.5 

1363.4 

100 ) 40264.1 

Deck cargo tonnage ... 402.61 

Issue Form Survey 10~. to the master. ]ssue 

Form Survey 1015 to the Long Room with the 
time occupied stated ther<>on. Enter particu­
lars of deck cargo tonnage in the official log 

hook on the page following the last entry 
therein. If log book is not available, forward 

a duplicate Survey 104 to the Superintendent of 
the Mercantile 1farine suitably amended regard­

ing the entry in the log. Enter deck cargo 
tonnage in the ship's Blue Book 

"SCRUTATOR." 

CRICKET CLUB FOR LONDON. 

Hitherto in London it has not been found pos­
sible to organise anything in the shape of a 

sports dub. Difficulties have always seemed 
impossible to surmount, the chief of these being 
the large area covered by the staff both on and 
off duty, and the varying times of attendance. 

Added to this has been the barrier of Father 
Thaaws running through the town and dividing 
the port into two halves. Enterprising people 
have at last found what seems to be a "-ay out, 
and it is so simple that "·e wonder that we did 
not think of it ourselves. Father Thames him­
S(el.f seems to lmve given the cue, and a meeting 

held on Aul!ust 13th brought into being n 

Cricket Club for officers I iving on the south side 
only. No time has been lost, and the honorary 

officers lmve been elected. J\fr. C. E. Egan, 

C.P.O .. who has shown a keen interest in sport, 
is P1·esident. The Secretar;.· is }Hr. ,V. 0. 
J<:lrlridge, A.P.O., and the Treasurer, l\fr. ,V. 
.J. Ferguson, P.O. The members of the Com­
mittPe are '\Tessrs. "'· H. Johnson. P.O., R. G. 
StPPrs, P.O., S. F. Hennetts, A.P.O., and "'· 
Dmnlen, A.P.O. 

::\Ientbpr.-; of the Clnh must reside on the south 
side of the Thames at the date of admission and 
mnst also be members of "r aterguard Associa­
tions. 1'he entrance fee is one pound. Applica­
tions for memhersh ip should be made on the 
appropriate form, and should be returned to 
the Secretary at the Surrey Doclm not later 
than September /th next. 

'l'he exclusion of the north siders has ap­
peared a drastic move, and no doubt it required 
not a little courage on the part of the meeting 
to draw sueh a line. Its wi,;dom is, however, 
beyond q I!Pstion, for ev<>ryone is prepared to 
admit that a man living in Xorth London 1vouhl 
soon tire of jo11rneying to Syclenham for erieket, 
as 11·onlll nlso a man at S;.·clenham who was eom­
pellecl to jounw;.· to East Ham or Tnfnell Park. 
The formation of the new Club r;an onl)· have 
one sensible resnlt, and that is th" in a 11guration 
of a Club on th" nmth side which will ho re­
stridl'cl to north siders onl;.·. Thus there 11·ould 
be two rival clubs in London, nncl the port is 
big enough for b1·o dnl>s, '.l·hich could combine 
for importnnt HVunts, and could alternately 
entl'rtain one another. 

\Ye have heard that membership is growing 
rapidly, an cl we heartily wish it every success in 
its formation and in its first season. 
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'fhe name and address of the writer (not 
necessarily for publication) should be given 
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no 
responsibility for the views expressed. 

THE CO~\FEREJ\CE. 
8ir,-I am 0110 of the old lJTigadc, but am 

still i;~t,~restecl in thP ".Jourrw1," and although 
not in the habit of <·ontrihuting to your columns, 
l would 1 ik<" to see some of our younger men 
contributing to the little green paper, >Yhich, I 
hPlie·.·e, hac; and will continue to do good service 
for the \Ya.tergnard cause. 

Now, Rir, mny J ask a fpw questions relative 
to mntters that v;rere apparent])· diseussed at the 
rec0nt ConferPnce P Heg:arding Rummage 
nllown,nu•', it >nmlrl be interesting to loww >Yhy 
tl1:s was.,, i;H:rl off tlw slatP h.Y the Districts. The 
rPasow; .,.<JI!Irl lw interestin.c: from mnny points 
of yjp·:c. a1a: J•erh<ti'·' WllH' of tlw District repre­
c;entati.,·e;, "·onlcl l<·t 11-i lu:c·:.·. T, pcrsona!ly, 
t:,inl; it <lesinthlP that tlwn• slwnld hP a sub­
;,tantitll allmn11We giYPn to men 11·ho prPfer this 
work a ne! a re p:·ppared to dig in i he dark and 
dirt~- plac:es for <·ont:-aband. Of cmtrsP, l mean 
rtlllJ,n:t}~ing. The r1unn1:112)ng offic·er of ten 
yp;u•, lJ:.ck .is hard to find in these da~·s. l know 
.1 .slutli get a fe1Y ha nl lnw<'ks for making this 
.-.tatc>me;~t, hut I am L1irl.'· sure of my grmmd 
\'>hen I '''"that the Jn·csc>nt-day )~..P.O. on rum­
nwge due~· i.s not up to the stn!Hlard of the old 
Boab•Jan P.:\1. of days gonp b.'·· The smuggler 
is still on thr> joh. Are m:~ ];eeping our reputa­
tion in ccnnhating his w·iles c I sa.y No! It's no 
w;p bothering alJOut the style or pattern of the 
Plectri<· hmp if you haYP not on hand the right]~· 
trainpf1 ~11an Lo ns~:-: it. 

Further, thP salm·~- (jlil'sti.m seems to hm·e 
oct·m,ied .c,nme titne at the ConfPrence. "ceorclrng 
to :'\';!HT report-] 111ea.n in the tr<tnsition stage 
frnt!l ,\.1'.0. t'J 1:'.0. f-;urely then· is no very 
grc-'at 11eed to hll;our this lnnttP.i'. ~\l'en~t \\'e sort 
of p!endin;..; too m1wlt of the JlOY<Tty ,stunt to ask 
for Iortnight'.'' payntl'nt.s c )\_ny A.P.O. >rho IS 

looking for a:Hl expecting promotion ;;]wuld be 

able to carry on for one month at least. If not, 
>rhv not? 

'1 have written this for the purpose of dis­
cussion, and hope your readers will reply in the 
sn.me spirit; at any rate, I hope they won't get 
their >rool off. ::\lore anon.-Yours, etc., 

ENQUIR:RR. 

SICK BENEFIT. 
Sir,-Owing to the appearance of several 

cases of hardship in prolonged sickness amongst 
the \Yaterguard staff, I think that a scheme 
could be adopted >vhereby it would be possible 
to render financial assistance on these occasions 
"·hen it is so much needed. This could be done 
bv means of a small subscription of 6d. per 
n;onth. eollected at the same time as the Asso­
ciation subscriptions, thereby saYing a little 
expense to the fund. By this means a sum of 
about £200 eould bP placed at our disposal at 
the end of the first six months, and to assure 
the success of the fund I would suggest either a 
leYy of 2s. per member to eommpnce with, or to 
transfer £200 of the £600 credit balance of the 
P.8.A. to the proposed fund. J VPnture to say 
that the bcmefits to be derived from this scheme 
>nmld be far in excess of any otlwr sick dub or 
soeiety benefits, and, furthermore, no deserving 
ease >nmld be allowed to exi:ot >vithout receiving 
tJu~ neee-ssar\r assistance. 

~ For the r;re.-.,ent I am only making provision 
in m•· .-.cheme for the rwriocl "·hen half-pay from 
the . Service> eommenct?s, and any subsequent 
period when no pay is received. Should the 
schPBIP get into working order and funds permit, 
an allowance after the fin,t month of sieknPss, 
saY a1JOnt 10s. per >H~ek, might he made during 
th.e first six mo11ths to meet doctors' billii, etc. 

The following are a few ideas as to how the 
scheme might be instituted:-

(1) Tlw Funrl he named " The Preventive 
Staff Sick Bendit Fund." 

(2) The P.S.A. to manage the financial side 
of affairs. 

(:3) All monies of Fund to be banked in the 
name of the Fund. 

( 4) Subscriptions to be paid monthly. 
(ii) Xo member to receive a lump sum benefit 

undPr anv circumstances. 
(6) ~-;J benefit until member commences on 

half-pa~· from Senice. 
(7) When on half-pa)· the full pay to he made 

up as beuPfit. 
(") "'hea in receipt of no pa,,·, a hPnefit up 

to the amount of full pay for a pPriod not PX­

ceeding one year or up to the tiim' oi super­
anmmtion should such happen w1thm one year. 
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(9) Benefits to be paid weekly or monthly 
as desired by sick memher. 

(10) A member of a selected committee to be 
held responsible for the delivm·y of benefits, and 
required to report on the state of health of the 
sick member to the committee. 

(11) 'Yhen funds permit, a sum to be allotted 
to provide a heel or beds in a hospital at the 
principal ports for the use of mmnbers only. 

No doubt this schenw could he greatly im­
proved upon, hut it is something to \York on, 
and I should be glad to hear an_,. suggestions or 
criticism on the subjl'et.-Yours, etc., 

BENEFACTOH. 

- -
PEKSIONS. 

Sir,--The .i\Iinistr,- of Healtl1 has just mafk 
n special concession .,-jt!J rc>ganl to the Contri­
buton· Pensions Act \\·hid1 'Yill a!J1wst ePrtainh 
be of ·interest to ,·our 1\H'mbers. · 

The closing time for entry into the Contribu­
tory Pensions scheme was J ul,· 4th, but in 
certain cases this has been extended until 
Oc-tober 4th next. The .i\Iinistn has realised 
that there was considerable delaY· in the issue of 
regulations showing the actual 'amount of pen­
sion which a Civil Servan~c in n•L·Pipt of a Service 
pension would get at the age of 65, and it is 
elenr that a great many Civi I SerYants delayed 
their applications until this information 1vns 
forthcoming, and that in a numher ol' eases the 
applications \\·ere either not madP or made too 
latP. The :\linistry, therefore, has agreed that 
in all such cases applications ma_,. 1w receiYPd 
and aeeepted provilled they are made before 
October 4th next. Jt wil! not make anY differ­
ence if no previous appl ic·ation has lwei1 macle. 

J n ease vonr members arp not familiar with 
the ac·tual ·position, ma,~ I sa.'· that under the 
Contributor~· Pension Act a pension of 10s. p<'r • 
1\·eek is payable hoth to the nwmber all(] his 1vife 
at the age of 65, i.e., .£1 in ali, lmt where a 
Servic·e pension is rt>ceived rmcl the member at 
entry was over 45 ,~ears of age, a clPdnetion is 
made from the ContributorY Pension whic-h, 
roughl,~ speaking, recluc:es it h.~· 2s. per 1veek for 
ever,~ tiro years over the nge of q;). To put it 
simply, a man who entered after the age of 4/) 
but before 47 1voulcl onl;· he entitled to a pension 
of 9s. and 9~. for his wife. 1f he entened oyer 
the age of 59 he would he on 1.'- entitled to 2s. per 
week. These regulations also appl~- to the Jlen­
sion at 70, but it should he borne in mind that 
at 70 a pension is granted without any Pnqnir:; 
into means, i.e., over and above an.'· Sen~ice 
pension which is being recPived. 

You might like to make this information 
knmrn to ymn mnnbers, and I shall he ver~, glad 
to send any further information either to Yonr­
splf or to any member who may lw interest~d.-
Yours, etc.,· · 

G. W. CAXTETI, 
GenNal S<•cretilrv, Pm.t Otli<'e 
Employees' Appr;)vecl Society. 
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