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CENERAL
SECRETARY'S
NOTE S,

Conmmunications relative to this colwmn should
Le addressed to My, J. Merron, 167, Clive Road.,
West Dulwich, London, S 1.21,

The Econamy Bill has at last made its appear-
wance, hut, happily, it is devoid of any suggestion
to tamper with  the nh'“(n'.\' maodest means of
Ivehhood enjoved hy Civil Servanis as o whole,
The Defence Commitice J\\(ll[(‘(l its inteoduetion
and were ready t filke nomediate and vigorous
action had there heen any indication of intention
on the part of thie Government to hreak agree-
nients with s servants,

The general apinion i<, however, that the
Civil Serviee is not vet on entively sate ground.
Continual vigilaiee will he necessary in order
to he prepared {or any possible interpretation
of the 1 chat  micht give the Governnent
prover b cffect o b swn diseretion, cadsin the
roperdiiinre of Ol Nerviee Deparinienis

The Befeveo Oonmtitee Yo indeed Tived Hp
Po b dide, bt il is Lo be |m| ed thot the Service
with renlice that  the job s ool vel compleled.
')(’l\’!l\”?' FCASIIFCS a1 ds Nneeessary now as ever
they were. There is no reason o heing sure
that the higgest fight is not vet to eome., The
Committee itseH’ maintains a - he preparved
attitude, and it behoves every (ivil SMervant to
do likewise,

* * * L]

LU i~ i this atinaospliere of uncertainty that
the FExecutive of the P.RAD will discuss the
possihle chanees of 2 Waterguard salary ¢laim
Peiny sicessiul at the present moment. There
i« plenty of evidence trom the districts to show
I‘m‘r ‘ | a Af the staff is keenly anxious
oy action 1o Le taken. The Justice
i aur case v streng that some members are
apt  to o dishelieve  that it eruld possibly Te
prrared. Yot tliere are many people, well
seguaiinted with carrent events, who tell us thi
itwould he werse than useless to atrenipt to vet
justice nuder the present conditions,

Under  these circumstances  the Fxeentive
have o very great responsihility. Tt woald e

very easy to bend oo Uie storne from the dis-
tricts, hut even the most optimistic per-un musi
vealise that ihe .;]\’inr* of such &« conrse imvolves
an unpleasant risk. The dificulty is that if the
Treng moment i- chosen. and iv we
e e ful ke gate  will he cid o
when the righl  opportaniiv presents  itseh
Fiersthing depends upon the clear judament of
those whose responsibility i s to take the vital
step, ad any tendeney towards precipitate
action by the Fxecutive is halanced hy a know-
lodge that it is not impossible that even a
definite s may resull.

It Hllmt Le abvious to members who have
viven careful thought 1o the matter that the
Fxecutive must he guided hy the knowledge with
which they arve supplied from expert sources.
rather than by the apinions of peoaple who have
pat the weans »F keeping in elose touch with
current Service poftties.

By the time these Notes appear, the Execu-
tive Connmittee, which meots on March 25th and
26th, will have discussed o somewhat new pro-
posal. This proposal, whilst aiming at attaining
atl-round  Twprovements  m osalary, does not
negest a frontal attack sueh as o plain derwand
Tor revision of salarvy,

The meeting on this oceasion takes place
for the first time at the new headquarters office.
In view of the heavy and important agenda, the
advantage of having all necessary data veady
ancthe spot will be areatly anpreciated. T s the
firet Walergunrd Execntive (o e pravided with
saele Baeilifiess and there can Tie na donbl ths :1
ovtch miore husiness will beooal throne
difiealt to estimate fhe henetits tha
derived from the new departure.

P

'

This week is a very husy one for the Aseocia-
tion officers.  Tu addition to the Executive
meeting there 1s a meeting of the Small Ports
Committee, and it is hoped to reach agreements
reeardine allowances for officers whe have heen
pationtly awaiting this event.

* * ® *

Another hupartant jiem of the week is the
dise u»imr on the Departmental Counceil on Wed-
nosdav, 200 dnst., of the Waterguard case
rvl;.tmg to the assessment of ad valorem duty
in hageage and erews’ effects,

* * * *

have to thank those District Officers who <o
readilv respanded  to my request to speed up
replies in connection with cirenlars sent out
fram the Associntion. 1 hear that one or two
oficers niisteok my humble request and thought
it was an insult. 1 hope T have now heen for-
civen, My anxiety was to get on with husiness
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due Tor Kxecntive discussion. | ocannot help
remarking on the fact that several of the dis-
tricts, each covering a large avea, seem to be
able to keep up quite a hvely correspondence
with headguarters,  Business carried on in this
style does not allew of much time to be spent
in grambling ahout defects in the Association.

As a result of the hetter facilities at Associa-
tion headguarters, it is hoped to he ahle to send
aut cireulars in future in sutfictent numbers to
provide ench local secretary with a copy. 1
would thervefore be glad if District Secretarvies
would infarnr nie of their vequiretnents in this
respoct,

* * * *

The affairs of the National Council seem to
have reached a eritieal point. For some time
past the Staff Side have heen greatly dissatistied
with  the functioning of the Council, and
altempts have been made to induce the Official
Side to agree to certain reforms.  No progress
has, however, heen made, zmd it would appear
that the Staff Side will be compelled to take
very vigorous action hefore a satisfactory state
of “affairs: can be obtained. At the moment
things ook far from pleasant.

* * * »

A further veport of the progress made by the
Housing Association will appear in this issue or
the next. Several inviting scheies ave men-
tioned, and no doubt the terms for obtaining a
house to rent will be weleomed by many.

Any Civil Servant who anticipates huying a
house eruld not do hetter than to consalt the
Aszocration,  Sound advice and valuahle assist-
anee is alwars to he had.

* * * *

The - New Civilian ™7 seems Lo improve each
week.  Several interesting  articles have ap-
peared recently on Whitlevism. and  on Staff
srgunisation.  Apart from  the faclt that this

paper should he supported s o means of aiving
Fill expression to Service ambitinns and ule{\l\
1t should also he iaken every membm Lecanse
sF its ieational value in Association matters
1 wide cir(u]ntl’m of the '+ New Civilian
il time cause the elimination of thai
parachial mutnde which is the hughear in the
porogress of many Assoctations
» % * -

The cost of Living is stitl on the down grade,
The figure for March is 72, The average for food
only is 65,

J. Mernrox~.

OBITUARY.

We are extrenely sorry to have fo report
the sudden death, a fortnight ago, of the wife
of Mr. H. l.eonard, P.O.. Londou, dlld the loss
(xﬁ the dauchter, dmm;_, the sanle week, of My,

J. Wvans. P.O., also of London. Both Mr.
Le:mnrd and Mr. Evans are well known jn Liver-
pool and London, and colleagues in these ports
and elsewhere will receive the news of their
herenvements with wholehearted sympathy,

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION.
GLASGOW.

The annual meeting for the district was held
at Mavishank on \\ednesd(l'\. March 3vd, at
Top.an.

There was a gratifving attendance of hoth
Grades. representatives heing present from
Greenock, Clydebank, Ayr, Ardrossan  and
Irvine.  Messrs. Angus and Milne, Councillors
for Scotland and North Treland, were present.
Mr. Win. Stewart presided.

After the minutes had been read and adopted,
discussion opened with the engaging question
of promotion by merit.  The scheme was read
through and cach pavagraph discussed.  The
meeting proved o be unanimously in favour of
promotion by merit with certain amendments.
One was that seven yvears should be substituted
{or six; another was that chances should he
limited to three—tiwo at the Crown’s expense
and one at the candidate’s own: and a third was
that when the result of the examination was
made known, all candidates should he informed
of the number of marks obtained in each subject

It was proposed that Scotland and North
Ireland should have additiona)l representation
on the Council. The present strength of one
A PO and one A PO was considered inade-
quate, and the Constitution should be altered ta
allow of another A P.O. heing hrought iv.

It was also proposed that the question of
increased leave he again taken up with the
Official Side.

The clection of office-bearers resulted in the
following :—President : Mr. M. Coen, A.P.O.;
Vice-President : Mr. W, Stewart. PO District
Qwruln\" Mreo W Manson, PO District Or-
caniser: Pending election: Local Seeretavy @ My,
(R Mluh\). A\.P.()A. [acal Organiser: My, T,
MeGlevnon, A PO 0 Loceal Whitley Represen-
tutives:  Messes, Manson,  MeGlennon,  and
Murray.

Vaotes of thanks o Messes, Angus and \Ulllu

e oiven for the able manner in which the
ated their opinen: on the varioun: sub
discussed. and confidence o thei ]mh i
s expressed, and o oanather cheer  for the
Chuairmat brought 1o o termination the best
attended meeting in Glasgow tor vears, which
goex Lo show that interest o Assaciation affairs
Is very mach alive in this district.

HARWICH.

At a mecting held at the Queen's Hotel,
Dovercourt, on ¥riday, March 12th, with Mr. G.
H. Crabb in the chair. the following officers
were elected for the ensuing vear:—Chairman:
Mro AL (L Gatford, AP.O.; Local Organiser:
Mr. H. C. Mackley, P.0O.; Local Secretary: Mr.
. A, Timby, A.P.O.

The suggested scheme of promotion by merit
was freelv discussed and ended Ly a hallot of all
the A P.0. s heing taken, the result of which was
the rejection of the scheme as it stands,
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SENIORITY OF POST-WAR ENTRANTS.—
A proposal was carried to the effect that post-
war entrants should he placed in order of
seniority from date of completing application
form for the position of Preventive Man as for-
warded to the Civil Service Commissioners.

RELIEF DUTY.—Arising from the fact that
officers on relief have to travel hack to their own
port on the day in which they have already com-
pleted their normal spell of duty, it was pro-
posed that where officers are sent on relief to
another port, a day for the return journey
should he allowed when the time for the distance
to he travelled would exceed three hours.

After a discussion of Tocal affairs, the meeting
cancluded with a hearvty vote of thanks to the
Chaimnan, and also to Me, AV, Rock, A PO
the reliving Local Secrefary

- - -
HULL.

A special meeting of the above was held on
March 12th at * The Metropole.”

Mro AL Cameron (Chairman) presided over a
large attendance of members.  Arising from the
winutes. LWL Committee representatives re-
ported what Trad transpired at the last local
oficial Whitley meeting re reduction of staff.
and the question affecting the withdrawal of a
Watcher from  the Goole Waterguard Stafl.
Both gquestions were adjourned,

PROMOTION BY MERIT.—This question,
Leing adjourned from the last meeting, was set
down for decision. The meeting approached the
matter with due concern as to its importance,
and many and  varied  were the opinions ex-
pressed.  Proposal, amendments, and further
amendments were put forwvard. 1t was then
decided by majority vote ““‘that the whole ccheme
he rejected.””

On  the subject of issue of the ¢ New
Civilian,” it was agreed to take no action re-
specting the supply to the Executive.

CIVIL SERVICE HOUSING ASSOCIATION
SCHEME.—After discussion, it was moved:
** That this meeting is in favour of the P.S
Association supporting the scheme, and suggests
that steps be taken hy the Fxecutive Committee
to invest a certain amount of P.S.A. funds in
the project.”” Seconded. and carried nem. con,

A Jocal guestion on leave concluded the busi-
ness of the evening,  The Chaiviman expressed
pleasure at the attendance and the enthusiasin
displayed. A hearty vole of thanks was aceorded
the chatr.

- - -

KREWCASTLE,

The adjuurned meeting of the Branch way
continued on Marveh 25th at 7 pm

Vocational Education having been furthes
discussed, 1t was decided to pass on to the next
iterm on the agenda.

PROMOTION BY MERIT.—Fach member
wags very anxious that some wvarintion of the
present modus operandi chould be found. and

eventually o resolution was carried that the
scheme he adopted, subject to & lLeing substi-
tuted for 6 vears.

HOUSING SCHEME.—Here again the mem-
hers felt that something should be done to
relieve the general situation, but they could not
agree with the scheme for investing the funds of
the Association, and 1t was decided to put in
the form of a resolution the considered opinion
of the meeting that the time was not opportunc
for the fuunds of the Association to be used in
support of the Housing Scheme.

A general  discussion  followed, matters of
local interest heing tully and freely discussed :
and it is most gratifving to record that a very
lively and intelligenf interest is beivg taken in
the affairs of the Assoeciation. and as o murk of
appreciation of the efforts put Forward by the
officers of the Association, a record attendanee
was present at the neetings.

A hearty vote of thanks to the chair ter-
minated a very instroctive and pleavant moeeting,

SUPPER AND SMOKING CONCERT
AT CARDIFF.

One of the niwst enjoyable eveuings over
arranged by the Waterguard Social Comnittec
was staged at the Old Arcade Hotel, Cardiff, on
Thursday, March 11th, 1926, when a Supper,
followed hy a Smoking Concert, was held.

The Collector, Mr. Churchill Lemon, pre-
sided, supported by Messrs, Howell, C.1P.0O., and
Wickham, C.P.O. (retired).

A magnificent supper, excollently served ai
730 pan.. having satisfied to the fall the inner
man, the company settled down to enjoy the
entertainment provided hy their colleagues and
friends. Mr. Knight officiated at the piano, and
other artistes were: Messrs. Crothers. Densley.
Pidgeon, O’'Toughlin, Hill, Taafferty. Young and
Warne,

The toast of ©* Our Chairman " was receiverd
with great applause and musical honours, Tn g
very able and witty reply the Chairman said it
was a great pleasure to be assoriated with the
social side of the Service, and gave great credit
to the Committee for the work they were doing
n arranging these enjovahble evenings  He pro-
ceeded to give sotne of his great store af anec
dotes  (hoth  Serviee and non-ServieeY. which
were very mnceh enjoved hy all presont,

It proposing the foast of < Our Oreanisine
Secretary.,”  which  was  received  with  loned
cheers and musical honours, Mr. Wickham v
terred to the very efiicient manner in which My,
Warne earried out the arduous task of organis-
ing these gatherings,

In reply, Mr. Warne spoke of the pleasnre it
gave him to work in =q geod a canse. He felt
that it was necessary for officers to mweet in a
more social and congenmial atmosphere than covld
he found in the ordinary round of dutv. tn make
them fully appreciate each other and the Service
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conerally. He was happy in the knowledge that
Hhe offorts of  the  Cowmitice and himself to
attain this end had stead the test of two vears.
and wers still so mach appreciated. They were
I vianete indeed in having a Collector and nther
: rior officers whose enthusinsm in the social
cause was ol such oreat assistance,

At 11 pane o overy happy evening euded with
rhe singing o The King ™ and ¢ Auld Lang
Svie.”

By SEAGULLY

A Seatelh paeenger from Amcrvien was dee
Poodite b wilh llv" intormation given to lnln by o
ciisical friend that the tax on musical instru.
meats didn™t apply s wet of hagpipes.  (He
Isn’t seen the joke vet)

FFrom o Ul paper -

Cae teins Conitisstoners are eliosen not for
then hich devotion to duty but for their devo-
tion e high duty,”

* * * *
NOTHCI TO MARINFRNY: WRECK,

C T cets observed at S oaom. dreifting

Lont 30 vards S K of the Customs Boarding

B

Siation

Two ar chaps win were going home afler
the o wateh on that date ]u);;o that no
mistake has been made

- - * »
Firom a Manifest for hmported cattle -
Novof aninls \111';;w\1 .
No. of anials landed P03
=atisfied \\'lh dl&(‘.m due to natural

CINe (N1

wnedy PO,

Fomething sindlar hanpened af another place
when a lettor of adeiee, stating that five dow-
conmtined oo Pesred was forwarded to the next
port. A few Dienes affer the departnre i the
0ol lh;ti porl 1t enine Uy the kn owledge of the
Clenring s that fawo of the dows hiad heen
i .H_\, Londed and sohd, A\Mnlnpl‘x.([o aetion
Wit bnken, aod oo n shtication statimeg that enly
rard was despatehed to tho
T]n w»urlnw Ofﬁcer who received
the communications regarding the dogs hoarded

et por

AMarch t./tll 1996,

the vessel wpon avrival at his port aud was snr-
pried Lo find seven dogs on board.  The owner
Sf the deas fa ship's officery explained that one
of his dogs was remarkably intelligent, anel
renfised thad  there  was coing to lie a lot of
trouble aver the missing dogs, so she tried to
put the matter rirrht. and-—well) vou can’t blame

the poor animel for heing too zealous and having
a conple of pups teo many,

BELGIAN TERRIER DISOBEYS
ORDERS

Shilst eareying out his duties as a Preven-
tive Officer on hoard the s, Hermion."" at
Swansea. Mro Burge. proceeding from one part
nothe vess to  anather, was attacked by a
Beluian terrier. which jumped at- him and bit
Bine on the back. necossitating attention hy a
dsetors s The sequel was the appearance of the
tiaster of  the vessel at the Swansea Police
Conrt, on o charge of failing to keep the dog
properly secured.  His defence was that his in-
structions had feen disoheved.  Detendant was
fired £20and was ardered to pay Lo~ wit nesses’
CNPeNSes.

e

A LONDON RETIREMENT., .
Mro RO COTREMAYNE, P.O.

Abont thirey Service friends, ofd and new,
met together on Mareh 10th to bhid farewell to
Meo RO C Tremayne on his retivement from the
Wateraguard after 37 vears’ service. Mr. W, J.
Fuvans presided over the gathering, which did
fadr jostice 1o an appetising  spread, and
thoroushiy enjoved an inpromptu concert from
a numher of Service artistes, whose contribu-
tions to the programme were greatly appreciated.

The Chateman, who had been associated with
the gnest of the evening for manyv years, said
that they were rejoicing with Mr, Tremayne in
the completion of long and honourable service.
To-morrow we should realise that we had Tost
an esteensed friend. He could do nothing better
than wish him all that he could wish himself.

My Merron. although his acquaintance was
rather limited. was very' glad of an opportunity
of speaking.  Mr. Tremavne had stood the test
of \\';\tvrgu;lrd work very well, and in the past,
lll) to guite recent times. had given officers of

the Asxociation much valuable assistance.

During subsequent remarks by Messres. Field,
Millev: Beaehor, Hichs and Johngon. many o
heaviy Laush wan raised. and Lhere is no doubt
that Mr. Tremayne will cherish many pleasant
recdlections of his farewell to wome of his old
vries b T«,vumn
“haeks was paesed to the Chairman
o contributed to a most enjovahle
avenine, T fn‘l by arganising and by veeal effort.
v 1o Mr. Bert Rogers. whose adapta-
ut the plano was o real wsnet,




All contributions velative to this column

should be addressed to ¢ Scrutator,” ¢jo The

Fditor, 79, Ftta Streel, Deptford, T.ondon,
S.E.8.

Answers to questions given at examination
held February 9th, 1926,

FIRST PAPER. QUESTION 1 ().
Question,

o (h) On hoarding a0 vessel which ix on the
point of departing for a Forcign port vou find
2 b, of Cavendish Tobaces concenled on the
person of - dock official who is about to land. He
states  that the  steward had given hime the
Tohacen.  The steward adinits that he did, and
infovims vou that he had obtained the Tobaceen
by breaking the official seal securing the ship's
stores.

Answer.
Port,
Station.
Date.
Sir.—

[ heg to report that when visiting the s.s
© Grevhound.” DBritish, 1,940 tons, Captain
Thomas Wright ; outward hound to Copenhagen,
at 2 a.m. to-day. | observed the dock-gate fore-
man, John Bowman, trying to avoid me as he
was feaving the vessel.

Suspecting an irregularity, | intercepted the
cateman and questioned him.  After long de-
liberation he admitted having two pounds of
Cavendish  Tobacco concealed in his trousers
pockets. He further stated that he had visited
the vessel tn obtain the dock-pass and had heen
offered the tohaceo by the steward for 5s.

1 detuined the tobaceo. guestioned James
Brewis, steward of the vessel, in the presence
of Bowman and obtained his admission of having
hroken the 2ficial real and selling the tobaeco
1o the gateman for the sim stated above

Drawing the master’™s attention to the na
dent. T requested nroduction ot lus Qutward
Clearance, found the <eal hroken, and checked
the contents of the locker, which was situated
in the provicion rcom. T discovered that the
diserepancy agreed with the quantity of tobacen
detained. The other stores were found corvect.
The tohucco abstracted was the steward’s
property, and was part of 11 W, of Cavendish

Tobaceo Private Stores placed under seal on the
vessel’s arrival from Rouen.

The remaining stores were again secured
under seal and the kevs of the provision room
handed to the master.

I have endorsed the Inward learing Bill
accordingly.

When given the option, the steward and the
wateman elected to deposit treble duty-paid
salue of the 2 1h. tohacco, i.e., £4 3s. 3d. each.

T informed the inaster of his liability for the
secnurity of the seal and stores concerned. Tn
reply, Captain Wright expressed regret for the
incident,

He stated that he relied upon his steward to
look after all the vessel’s stores, and <aid he
would deal with him acecordingly on the vessel’s
return to the United Kingdom.

As the vessel was on the point of sailing and
any delay would mean demurrage on the ship.
the master. at my request, made a deposit of
£22 to cover the breaking of the seal, 1.¢., €20,
and also for the duty involved. ie., £1 3. 9d..
pending the Honounrable Toard’s deciston,

I have dssued o suttably worded receipt for
the deposit on Form 282, and requested the
master to address his further relative eommuni
cittions 1o The Secretary, Custom House. Tondon.
His  writlen  explanation  of the incident and
request to make the deposit is attached.

The vessel is awned by the Steam Packed
Conpany, Baltic House. Quayside, London.

The dock-gate foreman is emploved hy the
River Tmprovement Commission and resides at
17. Jewry Street, Tiverpool.

T <cubmit my actien for approval.

1 am, Sir,
Your ohedient Servant.,
No. 21, .0,
To the ¢P.O..
—— Dock.

THE CO-OPERATIVE PERMANENT
BUILDING SOCIETY.

The fortv-second annual Report and Balance
Sheet of the Co-operative Permanent Building
Society 1s worthy of mention, as it shows that
not only has the Sociely  made extranrdinary
progress during the vear 1925, hut that 31 ix in
a remarkably steong and sonnd fingneial posi
fron,  Pte assets are pon np;n';::n-][iu}; £3.000 ey,
showing an imcrease of 4 per cent. vvey the pros
ceding vear. Tts mortgage business bas heen
arranged in fortv-geven counties of England and
Wales, preference bheing given to occupying
owners, Out of the surplus profits for the vear.
5 per cent, interest {tax free) has been sllotte
to shareholders, and a sum of €16,000 has huen
added to the reserve fund. : ;
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THE WORDS THE WISE man cHAnTEDY

PROSECUTIONS. L b tobaceo Q.8 TV.D. of L1325, 6d. was

pressed for. Defendant pleaded guilty in this
case and was fined €9, This fine was also paid.

The goods were concealed in the linings of a
store locker. and were found hy Mr. VO R. Fox,
P.O.

"

SMUGGLING AT BO'NIESS.

At the Linhthgow J.P. Court recently the

cook of the Belgian steawmer, ** Charles,” from « = & »
Ghent. was charged with harbouring and con-
cealing six hottles of brandy. Mr. P, McLellan, Another prosecution at the same Couart eon-
C.1.0 Grangemonath, prosecuted on hehalf of corned  the  cook  of  the  Belgian  sfenner
the  Crown, and sued for T.V.D.. equal to S Y vonne From Brnges. He was charvged with
€9 Us, B8d. The defendont pleaded gimlty. ol swuggling 10 1h 4 oz cigae- Q80 3 The cigar-
a fine of £6 was paid. ' eftes. 627100ths gall, brandy and Geneva. the
The (rgor]g were discovered in a !)1})9 casing Y. 1. on which was €61 10s. 9d. The offender
in the 5},1]) s hold by Mr. W. Gaillie, A.P.O.. pleaded gnilty and was convieted in a penalts
under the supervision of Mr. V. R. Fox, P.O. of £25, which was paid in Court.
* = & The goods were discovered concealed in
At the same Court on t}]e, saine date the spaces adapted within a cupboard of the ship’s
mess-room  steward of the ¢ Charles”” was aoaltley. The seizing Officers were Messrs, J. D.

charged with smuggling 2} 1b. of cigars 0.5, aud Doverty, P.O.. and . Ranmzar A.P.O.
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To G.E.N,, from DISMAL JAMES.

Why! Oh, why! Dear G.E.N_,

Do vou sou silly use vour pen.

To put poor Bismal James about,

Giving him cause again to shout ?

b olenow that Dismal cannot help

To give vent sometintes to a yvelp,

But why should »ou pen vour idea

To sceandalise the Dismal Dear ?

Lot James he whatever he s,

He would not stoop to the Hkes of this.

When Dismal read vour poetry true,

He first went green. and then went blae.

He stply satd, O my. what fun! &

But, thank the Lord, 1'm not a hum

Be it trie hiv friends are few,

He's no tinne for the Hkes of vou,

He shrimks € think that vou, alax,

shoutd such kind thoughts of me amass,

With every geod wish to GUE.N,

I hope when next you want to pen

That you will not be quite ~o rash,

And spare my wish to use the lash.
Yours lovingly,

DISMAL JAMES.

HEAVY PENALTY at WESTMINSTER
POLICE COURT.

SHLK GOODS CONCEANLED AT VICTORIA.
Potice  Conet, on the 1Hth
insioo Marie Lostovsha was charged betore 1L CL
o Boyd, B, Metropolitan Magisteate, with
concealing four ik artictes and one bottle ol
pertuinery ot Vietoria Railway Station an fthe
13th anst )

The accioed was represented by o solicitor.
whe eventitally pleaded guilty on her hehair

Mo Bovd, the ogistrate, said that after
hearing the statenwnt of the Customs Officer. Le
wanld intlict the fudl penalty asked for, nanwely.
trebie value and duty, €70 8s. 9d., but on the
request of the solicitor, the magistrate allowed
cight davs for payntent of the fine.

The goods were found concealed by Mr. T
J. Knight, AP.0., who was under the super-
vicion of My, O'Flvnn, P.O., and the ease was
condneted 1n court hy Mr, J. Clark, C.P.0O.

At Westminstoer

e

The directors of the First Co-operative In-
vestinent Trust. Ltd., recommend the payment
of the usual half-yvearly dividend at the rate of
7 per ¢ent. per annum.

The nane and address of the writer (not
necessartly for publication) should be given
in all letters to the Editor, who accepts no
vesponsibility for the views expressed.

PROMOTION.

Ihis suggested new scheme jor the
A POSS o PLOCS 1o be earried
through at the next Executive meeting by the
©Great Majority 7 without any thought for
the ~* Minority,” the ex-Boy Messengers, who
seeni to be the voice in the wilderness in the
niatter * for they will he the section who will be
severely hit af this proposed scheme comes into
action. It is hoped that the Association will
~ee fair play carried out, and will not disregard
the rights of the minority in this ease.—Yours,
ol

Siv- -
pioimotian of

XS XUBM.

- - -

Siv,—With reference  to o detters by ** Pos-
sible Victim " and - Av. ol 1 should like Lo
sy sotething mosupport of their views, | hope
that the Association, in cndeavouring to please
the nragority s will eob saerifice the rights ol e
BRI The ex—ervice  Boy Messengers
thronghout the hingdaom are watching the pro
cveseof the scheme with mixed feelings.  Are
we to gel justicer L owould suggest o plebiseite
cbadl the Grade, o saggested st a0 Liverpood
mieiing rocenitly, he tuken hefore the Conterence
l.lln; e Yoltes, ete.,

BORKEAR

- - e

Sir,—In the last issue of the < C.J.)
of a Tiverpool mecting quotes Mr. Sutton as
saving: * The six vears and give all the
ex-Service ex-Hov Messengers, ete., an oppor-
tunity of meeting on level terms in the examina-
tion room to fight 1t out among themselves.™

a report

Apparently My, Sutton is labouring under a
nsapprehension, and  as his sentiments ap-
peared to have been endorsed by the Liverpecl
meeting, | am giving yvou a hrief outline of the
caxe for the ex-Service ex-Boxy Messengers.
Messengers 1n the
with the express

bhecanmie  Boy
They joined

These men
vears 1912-15.



CUSTOMS JOURNAL.

intention of hecoming AP0 s as soon as they
were of age.  The war intervened. and some.
heing Territorials, were mohilised in 1914 ; others
volunteered in the year 1914 or the vears fol-
lowing. Maost of those that joined did so with
the permission of the Hon. Board. and were
promised a position as A.P.O. on their return.
Some of them returned and were given their
correct place upon the seniority fist.  Had they
not enlisted, a good number of them would have
become A.P.0. s in 1915 or 1916  They would,
rherefsie have <at for PO with their colleagues

af the Tast exagimateen, akiy o chianee of one
inotwo. Mro Sutlon now wishes thein o drop
this and accept o chance of ane in twenty. No
suggestion has vet heen made that their seniority
~should have been merged into the pre-war and
war entrants, and one wonders what would have
happened if such a suggestion had been made.

However, ex-Nervice ex-Boy Messengers insisi
on their vested right of examination under the
old conditions.  If the ** Promotion by Merit 7
scheme is to be adopted, let these men have
their fair chance first.—Yours, etc.,

- - -

So o sorry tor intrading upon yvour
precious  time. but  ve  got a nasty feeling
towards that hunworous Hittle fairy story entitied
» Promotion by Merit,” 1 would have written
carlier -hut have heen unable to procare the
necessary stamps and stationery, as ' ondy an
L PO just yet! However, T have collected a
tew b peuny sGamps--the  altermath of the
veehly  deductims Tor Widows™ and Orphany’
Fund—ind so here we are. so Lo speak.  Wel]
ow getting down 1o tin-tacks,”” the only good
point about the proposed scheine s s fithe!
Promotion by Merit! [t sounds real good—sort
of uphifting and ol that, don't vou know.
However, just get right under the title and, lo
—ike the proverhial glue-pot—that’s where we
wet stuck!

Now, Mr. Editor, don't look so bored, | won't
keep you a minute, and then you can slip out
and get vour jelly old pint of ** fourpeany.”’
Well now, to hegin with, [ sincerely hope 1 am
not displaying any trace of sarcasm—it’s not in
my line—1 leave that to my wife when 1 bring
hoire my pay on a Friday. 1 believe that in
passing  the following comments 1 am merely
doing my duty to the Service—as the P.O. said
when Lo reported  his A P.O. for  being
“hottled 1 Well now. T am of the gpinion
that the whole scheme is just a good joke at
present, bhut if the AP.OCs are not very careful
it may develop into a tragedy.

Il appears {o have been staged for the pur-
pose of gulling the ex-Service men into the heliof

AMarch 27th, 1926.

that, instead of having to wait about Fonr vears
For their apportwiiiy (o qualify for a 7.0 s job,
it they vore for this seheme thev have the chance
of qualifying almast at once. That s aivolute
nonsense. The seheme witl NO'T benetfit the post-
war entrant at all. rather will it e his undoing!
Have the post-war entrants given any thought
to the matter of a few hundred of chaps who
have already  fatled  rwice competing against
them 2 Those men whe have already failed twice
have anyvthing from 20 1 30 vears' serviee and
capeticnee o The Wadeigaerd 1o then credin

Tl ol cntrant- banv e =even vears b the
ontsides Who s Bilhely to get the plums aoder
the sehemer 1 obeliove the whole scheme is a
fraud to enable those who have failed twice to
get what they have heen crying about for long
onough-—a third chance!

But, of course, 1've got a bad mind, so you
will have to excuse me putting it so bluntly,
Post-war entrants, wake up, and down with the
proposed scheme ! Vote against it hefore it's
oo late ! Did vou ever get any sort of decent
treatnient from the pre-war gentlemen since
vou entered the joh® No, yvou didn't! Then why
are  those same gentiemen, who ridiculed and
scorned vou at every possible moment, <o ready
now to offer you sueh o tempting hait  Becanse
thev've got 1o pretend they are doing it for your
henefit in order (o get the necessary support o
carry it through.

very time vou hear the scheme discussed,
just retmenmber that bit regarding the chaps who
hove atready failed twice, and visualise yoar
peosition iF they compete against you, b daresin
Phe = thivdetimers 7 will he vastly annoved
my eenimthes bhut reatby P ot o bt eharrtable

when oy Ditare isoab stake,  Well, cheerio,
M. Fditor, and heliove me— Yours, ele.

S UNCLE JOES

Siv,—-1 syipathise with \v. fn.” in his
reminder to the ¥xecutive for lair treatment for
ex-Service ex-Bov Messengers, but I am afraid
we have verv little chance of sympathy at the
hands of the Executive in view of the account
of the recent meeting at Liverpool. where a
mwenther of the Executive cheerfully suggests
that the ex-Nervice ex-Doy Messengers meet the
rest on level terms in the examination room {o
fight it out.

This clearly shows that our cladm of vested
interests is not recognised by at least some mem-
hers of the Executive,

. .

fLowevor, we can rely on the Board to he fair-
minded, and we can confidently expecet justice
from thenn,— Yaurs, efe.,

A COMRADE




