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C.ENE~L 
Sf:C~f:T~YS 

NOTE5. 

Communications relative to this column should 
be addressed to .Mr. J. Merron, 167, Clive Road, 

West Du!wic.h, London, S.E.21. 

TherP is wmething magi('al ahout the word 
" OV<>rtime." and pro ha h))· this applies more to 
\Yaterguard overtime than to an~· other. Jt 
seems to eXC'l'<'i.~P a phenomenal influen<'<' over 
all thP p<>rson.~ and things within its sphPre. If 
it IH'I'<' l"'"ihlP to puhli.~h a ('OIIPdion of ane('­
<lotf's, hun1orous, sordid nnd tragil', ,,ul'h as HI'<' 
f:unilia1· to <'VPry offit·er of tht> J)(•partment evPr 
sim·p ovprtin!P pay was first introcln('ed, it would 
no donbi 1nake a nwst useful hook of studv for 
the ps~·,·hologist. ' 

ThPn" are somP ll'ho rPmemlwr thP had old 
<lays when paynlf'llt for Snnda~· work SPPmed as 
impossihiP oJ' attainnwnt as is a decPnt ;;alan· 
to-dn\'. In that timP, to ask for an oeC'asional 
Rund;,~. off duty in order to attend a plaee of 
11·orsh ip 11·as to risk ridi('u]p and rihaldr~·. :Man~· 
a (.!;t'<l.<·Ple.-.s mandarin of those days firmly be­
lievpd that tlw ran], and file of the \Yatprguard 
WPl'<' r]p;;tinPd in an~· easP for that region wherf' 
piety is s;.tid to be unknown; and therefore it 
was r·omnwnl~· r<'gardecl as hypoerisy, and a 
(]psil'P to shirk 1\'ork, when some unfortunatP 
"boatman " profPssprJ a regard for Christian 
pr:wtif'P~'· 

It was a humbiP shilling that worked the 
magir· ehange, bnt it was because that humble 
shilling was lnlwllPd "overtime pa~·" that it 
fJpcamP so powerful and important. It eaused 
tlw authorities to take a sudden and tender 
intPrPst in tlw spirit11al welfare of the staff. 
Rver.·; possible effort was made to give offiePrs n 
maximum of f1·r>edom from Sunclav work, and 
thPsf' efforts 11·erp so verv s1H'C'essful thrit thr> 
bright hop<'s entertained ],,. the staff of adding 
wePkl.1· that dPsirnhle shilling to their pnthetif'­
alh· mPngrP pay gradnalh· grf'\1' dim and finalh· 
disap]wnrNl. This rr>sultPd in a ehnnged attitude 
on tlw part of tht> staff-nnrl, indeed, with somP 
t•xr·Hsr>. From tlwn omrarrl Rumln~· rl11ty hPrnmr> 

1non• a tlr:l<'tivt>, n nd IH'oplf' II'PrP as <'agPJ' to bf' 
on dutv ao thp~· prPvionsly had i>PP!l to gPt a 
Sunda~: off dut~·-and with ahont as murh 
."itweess. 

This lllPtamorphosis might well ('all forth 
.satirieal <·olnlnt•nt. hut it slwuld not lw forgotten 
that, so far as th<' staff was t·ont·t>rned, su!'h 
t'OilllliPnt 11·as Jpss lllPrit.ed lwcausp of tlw PX­
tPnlmting fad of th<•ir vPry loll' wagPs. 'l'h<• 
~nmting of a living II'Hgf' "·otdd hav<> olwiatPrl 
tlH' "·holr> ""'<lid hnsinPss. 

-:+ 

To-clay thr• Ol'<'l'time s~·stPm has dt>I'PlopPd to 
:il]('h an pXtPnt that offi<·Prs have t•onw to r<'ganl 
thP <'xtra l'<'llliiJWI'ntion as nn integrant part of 
tlwir .>alar.l·. This, of t·ouJ·se, is only natural 
1dwn it is ('onsidt>red that most of thPm would 
'"' in ditfif'ultit>s if <'ompelled to subsist solely on 
l1al'P sa.lat·~·. This bwt gives risp to tht• common 
lw]ipf that \\'ntPrguard ovPrtinw is always takPn 
into :t!'<'ount whPn sala.n· Sl':tlPs :ll'P fixed; and 
it i~ posiiivPiy t·Prtain ·that any intnfPrPn<'P 
with ,,xisting overtinw woul<l hnv<' n galvanie 
Pfi'P!'t on thP .>taff. 

BriPfl~·. tlw sit11ntion no11· is tlwt whils:t in 
thPol'Y ov<'1'tinH· i:--. ~· pxtr·a r<~nJnn<•ration,'' in 
pnH·t·i,·al !'ffP!'i it is ordin:11y l'Pilll!lleration, and 
ihP truth of this lwf'OlllPS !llnl'o nhvious with th<' 
~Pilt'l'Hl :tdoption throughont thf' kingdom of 
mf'ihorls to pqnalisP ovprtime pa~·. 

Consequpntly, ovPrtinw now forms thP pivot 
on whi<·h ahuo.~t all qupstimts of staffing and rP­
sl:lffing rovolvP. The> offt<'ial vie"· must n<'er>s­
'''ri I~· hP th<· t!JPorPtir·a I otlP, and in tlwsf' da.\·s 
of fina.n('ial strpss it is onlv natural that anl·­
th ing that .. an h<' rPf<'l'I'Prl to as pxtra rpmunr'r;1-
tion shoulrl be> thP ohj<'('t of f'arpfnl Sf'l'lltiny for 
<'!'0110111,1' jllll']lOSPS. 

In the \YatNguarrl a hont IG pP I' cPnt. of 
ovPdinlP i, in l'PSJH'd of Runrlnv and holirla\· 
dntl·, and thon:c:h it is quit.· trnP t'hnt jll'r'VPntiv·,, 
11·ork is .inst as JH'Cl'.'-.snrv on Rnnrla~·-, an<l Public 
f-loiid:t,·-; n.; 011 all\' oihPr dn1·s. vf't. sit!!'<• this 
i·: th,, hPaviest itPitJ of t•xtrn' rel.nunf'l'ation, it 
ha~ I'Pt·Piver1 most attPn~ion, with thr• rPsnlt that 
not onlv do man~· offir·Prs fpr] tltp pinPh of 
rPdurerl rPmnnrration, hut also prpventivr> 
lllP'lsnrr>s arP sever•'l.1· rPstrirtPrl. Roll' long that 
statP of affairs f'an f'ontinne rPmnins to hP sPen. 

\\'r, h:n'P hPrf' a prohlf'm that requires vprv 
, .. , ,·,ful cnm.idprat ion. and one ll'h irh thP Asso­
f'iation 111'1\' h:we to tack!P lwfort' long, nncl, no 
(lonht. offirprs ll'ho l1a\'P hntl PXliPl'iPnrp in thP 
rool ports rlurin!! thP lod:-ont '.l·ill l1ni'P ns0f11l 
opinions i.o contrihutr. 

ThP Ex<'f'ntin' Committf't' dPnlt with a hrgf' 
:llWlPllt of important hm.iness at thP met>ting 
whieh iook pbr0 on thf' :ith inst., tl1P rpsnlt 
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bPing a healthy crop of references to the \Vater­
gnard Seetional Committee. These included 
<'!aims for increased Annual J,erwe, revision of 
"'•'niority for Post-\\'ar Entrants, and improve­
IIIPnts in lann('lws employed m \Vaterguan1 
sPrviee. 

:\fuch discussion took plaee regarding a pro­
poHt>d sf'hf'll1P for revtswn of \Vatergnard 
grading. The nmtter was adjourned, but nol 
J,<'for<• it was llta<1<' plainly Pvident that th•· 
•·xisting systPlll of t\\'o seetions for tlw C.P.O. 
(; r·ad<• was <lc•t·idHll~· unpopular. 

Tht> dt>cision to pnweP<1 with thP claim for 
in<'rea;;ed l<•avl' \\'as pr••cpr]ed ~~~· nmeh argumeni 
a·, to whether lh<· ltiDllll'lll \\·as opportunP. 'l'lwr.• 
\\'"nut thP .c,li.ghi.<•si. douhl, of <·ours<'. that IPnl'•• 
i, ill lht• lltOI!l<'ltt qliit,, innduq11alt•. Tli<• St:~ff 

1.,.:j,jt' art• ('Oldidellt of iJPillg :Jldp lo put lip :1 \'('!',\ 

)..'.()Od t':l~P fol' illl}ll'OVPtlll-'flt. 

Heganling Post- \\'a r Ren iori I y, the ~:xf'<'ll­
l IV<', afLf'r .. ardnl <·onsidl'J'ation, <':tllle to iht• 
<·oJl('lusion that their dPt·ision lllWit he in iW<<ord­
nnc<' with the rt>sult of the plPhiseitc, and as this 
>l':ts in favour of date of entry being tht> basis 
of seniorit~·, action was taken on these lines. 

'fhe question of unsuitable launchPs ha.s 
initated the minds of \Yaterguard Officers for a 
<·ilnsidcrahle time, lmt it is ·now hoped that a 
r<>quest for staff consultation in matters o:· 
nc·<·ommodation, Si'<'Pd, de., will lead to sntis. 
fac·tor~' !'onditions. 

The disl'lt,,;ion on th" !Jlll'stion of " af!ilia­
tiot< '' "·ns c·oJHind<•d on .'-.tril'tly non-political 
lint'S, TIH' propo .... pd Yt>to on afHiiation ns 
::nnounc·ed J,,· L:1c• ChatH'<'llor does not rPfer L<l 
a!iiiiatinn to' ;~ll\' 'i[H•c·ifiC' hod:-·, but apparentl.' 
:~illls at takin:.', rrnlll Civil Sen'nnts the right lo 
h<'l'tllllP n.ssoC'int.•d "·itl1 an:-· outside organisation. 
Th<' Exceutil'l'. >'iewing the mattn from this 
'' a•tclpoint, de<·iclc·d that any move to eurtail tl"· 
;·ights of Ci,·il SP!'vantr; should !JP opposed. lt 
111ight he mentiollPd tl,tt tlw P.R.A. in taking 
1 ~,j, del'i,ion r;llll!,l'S its.•lf with most oth(•r Asso­
ci:d ions~ rna.H\' of whon1 hav<' no ontsid() ('Onll{'('­
l ions whnten;r. 

Nm1· that i hP plPhi,l'itP on Fkniorit~· of Pm.;t­
\\'nr Entrant>. hnf.. i>PPn <lif..pOf..Pd of, attention 
of the whol<· A.P.O. Grade "·ill lw focnssecl on 
thP qntostion oi' month]~· pn~'. A plebiscite oll 

this will tnl«• plan• [IS soon as the nPC'PSs[lry 
fonns ca.n he· got l'(-'£Hly. 

lt should !:e interesting to all A.P.O.'s. morc> 
{''-i}IPCinll;\· thr> ~·otqlgl-'1' Ple!ll0ni 1 to rel·all n pn•­
vious plebisl'iU• on. a ,imilar question. T!tn 
rn:-;uft "~as an 0\'('1'V.-h~-'lJll ing lll<tjorii,V in faYOI1!' 
•·I' monthiy I'"'·· and th<' onl\' renf..on that j],,. 
.\-;c,rwintion did llo( pr·oeeer1 >Yith the (j1ll'f..tion 
\\.P~ hceausn tli~), '· htll\~l ;.;tun n)i.ro<;.,ppei.i\'(1 p<l.\'· 
1·' 1"'\f" \\·jt-h n·hit•IJ it \1·::~ f'X/H'('i-f'd to ("0\'Pl' nli• 
jll·;·ind oJ' I !';ln.~.it-ion fr·oltl ·,Yl'~'l\ly t11 THnntld_\· 

,alary did not materialise. The application of 
the Treasury Cirl'ular, "'hieh offers fortnightly 
payments for the fil·st six months, should fill the 
gap le!'t b~- thP ''lump sum'' disappointment, 
:t!lll ini!Hew·p all this Grade to plump for monthly 
-;;dary. and thP <·onseqnential inertease of status. 

.\nymw >l'lw >nmlr1 make himself aC'quainted 
with the working of \Yhitleyism in the Civil 
-''"rvir-P ennnol do lwtter than rend the articles 
no1y :cppearing in tlw '' Xmv Civilian " on this 
c:l!lri••l't. The whole 'l'wstion is taeklecl from thP 
!,.,~(inning :l!Hl i' \'f'l'~' >YPll handled. 

.T. MF.RRON. 

THE BETTING TAX. 

~"n"'' it is f..llgg,•stP<l ll1at ihe Govermn0ni' 
1~::, ,.,[;Ji,li,h,,,j ;1 ll<'\\' ll<'ililltment to ndminisi.N 
! :"' ll<'i l inL>; T:n. "nd has :1ppnintecl as Con­
( m!':·:· 'If!'. \\'ill in m .\,bms. lat0 Chief Constnld<• 
o!' llo!l('astn, it m a~, lw useful to explain exac•tly 
1·.·h:•.l Llw f:l<'h arP 11·ith rplntion to thP pending 
op··ra tion of this 11<'"' d11t~,. 

The llPtting Tnx >Yill, as in the ease of th0 
Enit>dainnwnt Tax, lw levied by the Cnstomc, 
;;wl f(x('ic,r• Departmt~nt. Tlw Pxisting staff 1vill 
"'"'tl'o] th,• regi,:tration atH1 lieensing of book­
'""!wrs. the paynwnt nf tlw duty ge)l(erall~', and 
:tl! th,• llO!'IJJ;\l <ldailr•(l "·orl' of ndministrntion. 

Fr,r tir,. plll'i'"'·<' nl' enforeing the Tax on 
IJiJI.•J"<ltiqn--, Ti l'<H't'('(!1il''->i'~ tlJPll1SP1VPS, it \Yil\. 
~lo\r,• :(·!'. l;p ne~·t':,~;u·.y to h:.lYP n ~tnall hod~· of 

11\"ll l'""'ili:ll' rcitl1 ll1e"' plac·ps :mr1 >1·itl1 raees. 
,l!i(l ;11'-''J !:_q'nPr.tll~· \riUJ the 111ethod~ and parn­
jiL( !'tl.:tli:: c}f 'H'lting. To ]jp thP lH•nd of th!~~ 

littlr• '''''t:i:Jll, \lhil'h is uw1l'r thP l'nntrol of tl1<• 
Cunnni-.;<....ione,·-., or Cuf-,toms and l1~x('i-.:;.e~ ~lr. 

\\'iliinllt "\cli!tlls lu" h<'l'll :qrpointe<1. anc1 l1e will 
];;n·e :1 litcl~e staff of his own to PX<'l'C'isP wh:d. 
in <•lft•d, \\·ill 1,,. ypry largl'l,,- polil'l' duties. 1n 
tli<' •·ase o!' mo;,t small operations at rat'e<·Ol!l'sPs. 
p::rti"nlarl.' 11·hen <·an·i,•d ont hy 1mlmown and 
]p:-.:<..; ,·e!i;l1Jle l)(Jokln:d..:Prs_, '-)Olllp -.:t:ullping system 

11 i 11 !1.1 ,.,, to ],,, nsPd. j nst a.s i,., no\\ the en se at 
so11w pLH'''' "·ith re>spPct to thP Entertainment 
Tax. The• lwtter-kncmn reliahlP bookmakers >Yill 
p:n· their bdting cl11t:-· on l'Prtified retnrn~ at 
k<erl pPriocls. 

Tlw nd:1ptahility of i.lw Customs and Exeise 
!),•;l•Jrtment l1n'> thus pn~vPnter1 for thC' moment 
;tJl.\' l.il{'l'l1HSP of ~i..aff eX('P()t n fP\Y new si1ecinl 
('ltl;)loypc::.:--; unl,\~. (lnd a "lJn:dl t1l!1ll1'e1' nf cle1~ical 

·.1 ·1 '1 ,,t H<•adq 11:1 rl<'l'ci. ~:xist.in).' pn•ssnre oJ 
'.':o'·~: in tlH· Depnnm<'ilt '"!11, it i-; thought, mak,• 
if !H'i'(·•S,'-;:! to l'i'i'l'l~it lllOl't' 1l1('111h(1 n: of tllf' 

;}1:ldiHI] ~(;\fi" ()I ()ffi{'('l''-, in illc llt'Clf' hdlJJ"(', 
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INCREASED WORK AT CERTAIN 
PORTS. 

By '·OLD STAGER." 

. Tlw varw11s artir·lPs that lwvp avveared !11 

tlus Journal referrm.g to the overworking of 
\\'aterguarcl Statiom shows that no relief has 
bePn afforded to cope with the large amount of 
Pxtd duties entailed bY the addition at certain 
ports, of a :->teady flow 'of forPign im1;ortecl coal. 
ll seemed logical to expect that the staffs at the 
coal exporting ports, where trade has been de­
pl.,ted, would havt> h<een utilised to give relief 
to ports where importations of eoaJ were a 
st>rious increase to the normal state of the ports. 
But the \Vaterguarcl hec>amf' used, during the 
long penod of the war, to aecept in silence a 
nwltiplicity of extra duties, often making it 
humanly llllpossthle to r·m-r~· out all the duties 
ac"onling to code during a normal spell, and it 
h:t'- l1er·onw 'l" itt> usual to rlo the best possible 
m tlw time avmlahle. Now, at th0 ports where 
"'P lwn• hnrl this additional rush of coal imports, 
tlJP d:df lnrs simph. as it did rlurin" the war 
ruslwd a round rloirig the IJt>.'L possihlc:'under th;, 
r·Jn·unJstarl<'es. \Yt> often PXJlPI'ience at our port 
th" llP<'f'ssity of foregoing, in normal times the 
luxurY ot a nwal <hiring our eight hour;;' but 
~o\\·, n·iU1 milPs of station to r·ovpr, and the big 
IJlr·rc>asp of arnvals anrl clearances to be dealt 
with. tinw for a bite is almost unknown. On a 
typieal r•vening thercJ were Pleven steamers from 
foreign working outside legal hours, two of 
them fort\· minutus' tram journey from the 
Depot. These. of conrs<J, had to b.e visited in 
addition to the normal tide and Plearance work 
of the station. 

Tfw writer can still l'OVer tlw ground as fast 
as, and rlimb :1 ropr• ladder with. any of the 
voungster·s; but T arn satisfied that am~ Water­
guard OffiPer who sa~·s that hP ronld, under 
similar circum~tances. have retired that night 
1ntl10nt a feelmg of nneasiness. is running a 
serious risk of jPopardising his prospects in thP 
world to come. 

The \Yaterguanl is still suffering from manv 
\'cry a rll'ient r·omplPxcs. A Chief Preventiv~· 
)flil'rJr-~-not a man with a vivid imagination, 

.l'lto helrt>vPs that in the goorl old da.vs he boardt>d 
<111rl rumtnaged umpteen foreio-n arrivnls and 
shipped umpteen d ifferpnt lots ';';r hondPcl stores 
on lllllplt>en rliffPrPnt vr>c.sels, all in one tide: but 
.iust a plain strn ight mnn, with eourage to 
sppn k thr' truth a ncl shame the devil-ronlrl 
shaighten out many of thPlll. He might necom­
p:my a PrPvt>ntivp Offir'pr rhn·in.g a wholt> watch. 
a.nrl '"'' that hr> pprforuJNl tlw whole of his 
rlnties as his instructions hid him do. and then 
rpport to HeadqunrtPrs wlwtlH'l' lw lwlieved it 
was possible for the P .0. to c>onsl'ientiously per­
form all the duties as it is laid down that he 
should perform them. Tf this wpre done it 
might Pntail Wlllf' innpase in staff. bnt tlwre is 
not a great deal of room for rlouht th8t th0 
authorities wonlrl earn thP gratitnde of man~' 

qf their stnff in this \HJrld- and tit" nPxt; for 
n·e l'annot bring onn;p]vps to think that th" 
Hon. Board, m·- even the Treasury, would evt•r 
\\'Ish any of t!tP st<Jff to run the' risk of going 
" thn·t.'· mriPs on tlJP other side of H--, to 
[lidrllPrs Greu11,'' \dwre the~· sa~· the old sailors 
go to. 

----.-.1------

PREVENTIVE STAFF ASSOCIATION. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

At the twfllfth meeting of' this CommittP\'. 
!teld at the Association Offic:r~s on Oetoht>r iit.h, 
and the t\I'O following days, ~Ir. E. P. :\laddPn 
prestdecl over the following members: i\Jpssrs. 
.J. ~lerron, J. 1'. Sutton, A. \Y. PunhP, \V. G. 
Thomson, .J. A. O'Oonnor, A. Milne.· f.-f. E. ll. 
Ball (co-opted), and W. H. Powell. 

Enquiries are still being made in the Districts 
on the various issues affreding STA F V 
STHENG'rH. Tt wns deeiderl to SP1lll out " 
furtlwr l'irPular r'xplainin« llton• full1· t!H• infor-
mation desired. '" · 

The OIWANI:-11:\G ~I•:CRET.\HY'~ IO<:POHT 
[a,·kPrl none of tlw usual optil!lism and n•assur­
ance. The (Jltarter unrl•·r 1·eview was thP mH· 
in 1\·hich ,.01'.\' heavy call.-.·''"" nude on thr• funds, 
but PVPn ~o. tlw 'btelllf'llt of :H·r·ounts slw"·.s ;J 

\'en· healthy state• of affn''''· "\rising out of th<• 
<hsr:ussron. th" f;p,·retari<•.s \H>l'C' instruf'ted i" 
enqnirr• into th<> l'()•:t of extra minutr•s, r•t<· .. 
supplic>d. 

Tn th(• (;l•:fo;J<:lUL :--:,l•:CHETABY'8 HEPOHT 
mention \Yas made of tht> chnngP of station o!' 
the Assistant S"•·rptar.Y. and th" hop\' \\'as <'X­
presserl that this lll()J'<' fal'onr;Jblr' JH•sition \I'OIIl<l 
continue. 

1Ir. 1fenon n•portPd a r·a'<' rd· a 1'.0. "1"'· 
whilst in thP normal <'Xer·utiou of his d11tiP.s. 
\\·as assaulted by the nwstAr of " ship. .\ft,.r 
d!.'WUSSJO!l. 1t was decirJr,d that. in the lw.sl 
interests of the Service, both frorn tlw point nf 
view of proteetion of the HevPlltl<' and of diunitY. 
th" strongest possible adion should lw t:Jk~u. · 

Tlw Report of tlw 8l'G(il<:8Tl0,'\~ CO~I­
~Il'I'TI<~E eli<·itPd tlw f:wt thai th<• first \Yat<>r­
guard honours from this so11rcp go to :1 Pn·\-<'11-
tin• Offir·pr in London. Tllf• ·full (',·rmnitt<•r· 
having cleeided that whilst l••gishtion rliffir·nlti<•s 
I!Jad<' it illlpossihl.e to appl~· th<> l)pek Cargo 
SU!LgPstion, tlw lllPrit of thP stH':f!0'·tion \l·:n·­
r:l,ntr•rl tlw notation of the offir·N's record. 

TIJ,. SPVC'r<ll suggestions r<'f<·ninE to th<• 
a nwndnwnt of "-at<'rgnard Forms "'""'' fm·. 
w:ll'rl0rl to th.- 8uh-C'ommittPP riPalin" witl1 
List H2. ,.., 

In thP absf'11l'<' of thP 1lin!ltes nf th<' Cqnf<·r­
PJWe, it '"'l' decided to bk0 thr• C'OFl\:CIL 
!1l'81NER8 in the order of the Tntnrirn HPport. 
This was taken J~ara. by para. 

Tlw ,Sl'cl'Ptnn<'s r<'JlOrted i.hnt th., plr>hif'ciin 
of tlw A.P.O. Grnrl" on :\fOXTHT,Y:::;: \T,.\H IFS 
n·nulcl he tak0n m; soon as possihl<'. 
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l<'ullo\\·ing a discussion ou " ClJS'l'O-'li:i 
.JOl"HNAL" FL'd~CE, it "·as decided to re­
mo,·p the I imit placed on expenditure on the 
nnde1·sta ml in~ that no further obligation be 
nndertaken without the sanction of the Exeeu­
tive . 

. \.rising out of the diseussion ou \VATER­
(; l. ARD C LA ll\ltl some very interesting ne"· 
points \\·ure raised. l t \n1s decided to adjourn 
<"OIL>ideration of these in order that the E.C. 
members <'Onifl Lw supplied with particulars. 

Tlw question of L-EAVE was discussed, and 
finally it \\'as agreed to reopen this matter on 
the \Vater~nard Seetional Committee. A refer­
<'ll<:e to this Committee is being sought. 

The resolution from the Conference, seeking 
lo bring C.P.i\l. Grade under the direct super­
vision of llw P .0. Grade, waR referred to the 
IY.S.C. 

r n View of the majorit~· of Ex-Serviee 1'. w. 
E.l\'TH A;>;"TH being in favour of the Date of 
l•~ntry method, this matter has also been referrod 
to the Se<·tional Committee. 'l'ht' plebiscite 
figures were :-

. For Existing Method .. .. .. .. . .. . :U 
For \~ Parl.Y Group~ . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . 7 
For Dat" of J•:ntr~· ............... 124 

'l'hl· q•H•stion of PHOMOTION BY .MEHIT 
ll'ns adjonnwd in order that the Seeretarien may 
draft out a new sdH'llH' based on the discussion 
at the ConfPreuce. 

The position on the UNIL<'OR.M was fully 
J·c•p<n·t<•d, and tiH• KC. t•xpressecl satinfad.ion 
llll thP llJall!H'l' in "·hid1 this difficult question 
hatl bPPn handlc>d. lt "·as, however, de<·ided to 
prpss foi' tlw issu<• of the mackintosh coats witl•­
ont any offpr of pxtended life of the overcoat. 

The sehenw of TRAINING FOit PROBA­
TlO:l\EH A.P.O.'s was refered to the Sectional 
( 'ommittee. 

lt "·as rc>ported that every endeavour was 
!wing macle in London to get the EDUCA'l'ION 
CJ<:KTRAL CO~J:\llTTEI<J set up. Many nomina­
tions had been ref'eived and a ballot would have 
to be arranged. 

The "'ettlement of the RECRUITMENT ques­
tion is lwing held up owing to the fact that it 
has not been possible to arrange a full meeting 
of the \Y.S. Committee. ln the meantime, the 
E.C. eonsidered the resolution from the Confer­
PIH'e 1·estricting the entrants to the A.P.O. Grade 
to those l'andidates snecessful at an open com­
pPtiti,·t· PXarnination. Instructions were given 
to thP representatives on this Committee. 

l<'ollowing a ver.v lengthy discussion on the 
proposed YJ<.:TO ON AFFILIATION, instruc­
tions were given to the General Secretary for 
his guidance at the meeting due to be held on 
October 8th. 

During the course of this Executive Meeting, 
-'fr. ,J. T. Sutton, Organising Secretary, received 
offieial intimatl.!w of his appointment to London 
on promotioJI""'W P.O. Grade. The Chairman, 
on hehalf of the members, expressed the 

hc>n rtiest l'ongt·n tu la tions. 1\lr. S. E. D. Ball 
ll'"' heconws A.P.O. representative on the 
l•:xol'ntive Committt>e. and :\Ir. Sutton will be a 
<'O-optecl nwmhel' until the next Annual Con­
ft-'l'(:lnee. 

W. H. PowELL. 

-LONDON. 
,\t a Oistri<·L ..\leeting held in London on 

O<·toher tith, :1 Port Committee, eonsisting o! 
n•presentatives fro111 eaeh of the Stations, or 
groups of Station:,, w·as set up, and the first 
nweting will be <·om·pnecl at the earliest possible 
dnt<·. A I~ondon Port Committee has long been 
" ne<"essity, and then' is mueh work of an 
nrgr•nt nature a\\·aiting attention. 

N QTE.f>, 

Uf:f>T&ON5 

~NO 

All contributions relative w this oolumn 
should be addressed w " Scrutaror," cfo The 
Editor, 91, Tressillian Road, Broc]dey, 

London, S.E.4. 
------- ---------· 

The follo\\·in~ question is the only one re· 
t·ein'd sinee thP last isRue of the " Journal ":-

Question. 
A passenger prodU<·es eutler.1·. the duty on 

11·hieh is os.; also two pairs of fur gloves. 
He has no more dutiable goods in his posses­

sion. 
How should he he dPalt \Yith ~ 

Answer. 
ln paragrnph 10 of General Order 79;192.'i 

11 t' read that the• frPl' a llowanee for goods liable 
to Safeguarding of I ndustrie;; Duty is a dut~· 
li111it of .'is.; hnt that, i11 wldit,ion, one pair of 
fur gl<n·es ll!a_,. I)(' allowed duty-free under 
<·ertain <·onditions. (See General Order 36/192,5, 
paragraph 12 (1).) 

Therefore, I should say that, irrespective of 
the one pair of fur gloves mentioned above, duty 
should be eharged on the cutlery and the other 
pair of gloves. 

"SCRUTATOR." 
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GRAVESEND DEBATING SOCIETY. 

. Tlw Grave~encl C.H. Debating Society held 
tt.,; OJWning meeting of th i~ ,;ession on October 
l:!th, when the debate took the form of a Mock 
Parliament. After the usual businesb of the 
evening, the Chairman, .J:lr. Dunlop, announced 
that a baUot of the memberH present would be 
taken ll nd the parties made up as a result of 
sw·h ballot, the numerieal strength of each party 
h('iHg <ls t·epresfmtative as posHible to the 
strength of the governing parties. 

. 'l'lw Speaker. ::\lr. bunlop, introduced the 
Hdl as follows:-" That on and after October 
l:Zth. HJ:W. it shall he unlawful for any bodv. 
asso,.iatimi, union, or an~· organised nuiitber ;Jf 
Civil Serv .. mts, to affiliate, join, Ol' associate 
tlH'Inselves with any politieal party whatsoever." 

:\h·. lli<•hanlson (Prime Minister), in sU)J­
porting the Bill, said that the ,,;pecial eommittee 
of the Ca.hinet had given eareful consideration 
tu this suhjed. The Bill hall his wholehearted 
'lli>IHJI't. and he -;t,ressed the fad that Civil Ser­
''it·e orga ni~ation~ did n great dea I of good to 
their membet·s and also rendered valuablf' 
sm·~'i"~' to the heads of Departments, and through 
them were of material help to the Government. 
The Nationul Whitley Council was the principa.l 
negotiating hod~, of the Service, and it was not 
the GoVE•rnment's intention to weaken or inter­
fen' with this body. The Service generally had 
<lispensed with its Parliamentary representa­
tives since this Comwil was set up simply he­
t·aust• politi,.al <·o-operntion with any political 
party is unnet·essar;.;. The Servke was under 
an ohligatinn to fait.hfully serve whatever part:v 
\l<ts in offin•, tberefor<• affiliation to any part~· 
1rhatHoever eould be made a distinct menace to 
the Government and eommunity at large in a 
tim<' of t•risi~. Efforts had been made quite 
re('ently to eff'!d this by means of General Cir­
('ulur No. 61, Gen. 192ti, of whieh all present 
were t·ognis:wt, and of its results in certain 
se .. timm of the Servi<'e. How could any Govern­
ment maintain order, perform its duties and 
proteet its subjeets if this serious state of affairs 
t•annot be dealt with bv anv form of legal 
right; It was the Governmeni/s duty to take 
sudt IHPasures as would ensure the continuancf' 
of national ;;erviees to their full capacitv. and 
in times of emergene,\' ereate and adm'inister 
other D•:partments necessarv to carrY on the 
nation'& work, and thus protect the people who 
had Pleetecl them to administer their affairs. 
Thi;, Ponlcl on!~· he done by having a free and 
unfettered Civil Servi<·e. lt is our dutv to pass 
thi.-; Bill to proteet the nation against ~anY ont-
J'age hy its own Civil Servants. · 
, :.\h. Wnodford (Labour) opened for the oppo­

sttwn b~· aeemdng the Prime Minister of the 
same trait that was displayed ye_ars ago by that 
noble lord whose far-famed pohcv was "Wait 
and See." Such a policy had caused great dis­
satisfaction amongst Civil Servants, the out­
eome of which was this Bill; this " insult " to 
that great and honourable body of servants of 
the State-a Bill born of panic and fear of the 

Government· s own neglet:t. To every grievanee 
voiced by the \HJrker either in industry or in 
the Service the Government answer was always 
the same. viz., ·· They are beeoming revolu­
tlolllsts: they mu;.;t be suppressed." In the 
greatest trial this eountry has ever known, 
during the years 19lcl-1918, these accusation~; 
"en' never levelled against the British worker· 
no. for th,ose in. ll(!wer were onl~, too glad t~ 
applaud hts patnottsm but now, when Govern­
lllt>nt neglect and super-caution- has rendered 
tiw \\'orkers position intolerable. he is confronted 
,,. ith the old bogey, BolshevisiH as an answer 
to his just t·laim;;. The Bill is a' monstrosity. a 
si ur on the eharaeter of the world';; finest C{vil 
t'>ervin\ and should be thrown out without eorn­
puJwtion. Let us hope fair play will always be 
our watchword. 

:\h. C'amburn (J,iberal) praised the work and 
lo,mlty of the Civil Service, and ~;aid this Bill 
lnJilld antagonise thi~ splendid bod\· of worken. 
Tf the Prime ::\Iini;;ter thought the 'civil Servi<:e 
1nt,; not satisfied with its eonditio!'Js, and good-
JW~s knows, there many gl'levances, why 
l'e;;ort to the use of knife> when the obvious 
t'PJnt;d,,· la.'' in ntecliein•• ~-> The Government hv 
its all tm·ra tie and almost feudal manner in deai­
ing with the Civil Serviee drove them to asso­
<·iate themselves with a definite political party. 
Tht' remed,\ lay in the restoration of a just 
Arbitration Board 1.dth equal representation 
H nd full powers. 
.. .\lr. Dines (Conservative) ably supported the 
BtU and amplified the Prime Minister's 1·emions 
for the Bill. 'rhe ''otmtrv can rest assured th•• 
Civil Serviee has full am( allllJle means of reeti­
t,ving uny grievanees, which mav arise in tht• 
X>~tional Whitlev Coui1eil; therefore affiliation 
with nny political part:v is unnecessa{y. 

J\lessr~. Carnie, Keeble, Twist. Grey and 
Belger (Conservative), Pm·dye, Thomas and 
'Vood (Labour), and 1'ansley (Liberal), made 
exeellent speeche~ for and against the Bill, and 
the debate was wound up with closing speed1es 
hy :\lessn;. 'Voodford and Richardson. • 

At the conelusion a secret ballot was held, 
wh ic,h 1·esulted in the Bill being carried by six 
votes. 

THE CIVIL SERVICE AND 
LEGISLATION. 

ln view of ministerial statement" both inbid<c; 
and outside Parliament, the Civil Serviee Con­
federation has noted the deelared intention of 
the Government to introduee legislation to pro­
hibit the affiliation of Civil Service Staff Asso­
eiations to outside industrial and political 
orga.nisations. and declares that, while Civil 
Servants will "serve loyally whatever Government 
is in power, they have the right to protect their 
own interests as employees, by affiliation to out­
side bodies. 'fherefore, the Confederation offers, 
and will offer, strenuous resistance to any such 
proposed legislation. 
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GOOD OLD FASHIONS. 

By J. C.;. O'SHEA. 

lt ha~ long been the fashion to seoff at the 
middle ages. But fashions, of eourse, change, 
and the fashionable st,offers are becoming some­
ldwt old-fashioned, although, really, they are 
not even that, for they know nothing of the 
good old eustoms of the middle ages. That is to 
.,ay, tlw.Y know nothing of the age which gave 
us :\lagna C.;ha.rta, the basis of British freedom 
to this daY. There is a blank in their minds on 
the suhjec',t of tlw age which gave birth to our 
Parliamentary antl lc>gal institutions and to our 
universit,\· system, and which built our Gothic 
<'athedrals, to the> vc>ry rlust of which we raise 
our hats with reverence. Yet the first thing 
to bLJ said of the media•vals is that they knew 
all aiJou t the moderns. The 13th century, for 
instanee, \\'as "·ell acquainted with the economi<' 
rlodrines of the 20th, hut it treated them with 
rlisclain and rejpc·ted them as being anti-social. 
'!'his is no cro,s-word puzzle. It simply means 
that the thcoriPs of to-dav arc hut the theories 
(If the old Roman law anc!' of the ordinarv selfish 
llWJJ known in all ages. The Roman hiw sanc­
tioned and supported the practice of buying 
<·heap and of selling dear, of getting as much 
and of giving as littlP as possible. ThP modern 
poli<·y is si m ila.r and possesses a.s little mora I 
gloss. lt nllo\\'S prieef' and wages to he settled 
h.1· hargniuiug. "f<:very man for himself.'' 
·· B11.' in the ..!le:tpPst market and sell in the 
dP<ll'PSt.'' 

1\my, the <'entral prin<'iple of tht• euonomi<' 
s\·stelll of tlw middle ages was the principle of 
th•· .JFST PIOCK whieh "·as inspired by the 
Tra(lP Guilds. B.' this \\·as meant the price at 
\Yhi<'h two partiPs in exehangP, buyers and 
sPll<•rs, made pqua.l sacrifiees and received equal 
:1.dvantages. RnlPs were laid down to bP fol­
lowptl in fixing prices. Fnder these rules prieP 
should lw high enoug); to enable labourers. 
artisans nnd mer<'hants to maintain themselves 
suitabl~·. hut low f>nongh to allow the poor to 
ohtain, at lPnst, the nc>ePssarics of life. Broad\~· 
spPaking. it wns <·osts of produr·tion that deter­
lllinc>d just pricPs, nnrl costs of production wer<' 
\l·hatPver was ner·essarv to maintain the different 
prndu<'ers in thPir r·u~toman· standards of life. 
Th<> living \\'Hg<' w:1s the first 'ehnrQ'P on industry, 
and prjcps "'Pl'l' regulat(~d aeeordingl,v. 

:\lr. E. Lipson. HParler of Et'onomic Histon· 
at tht> lTnivt~rsih· of Oxford, in his " Eeonomi<' 
Histor.\· of En~lanrl," writing of the midrllP 
agtes, stntes: " Rtnrting from the emlvietion that 
tlw lalJolll'P!' \\·as 11·orth~· of l1is hire, thPir prin­
<'iple wns to il\Yard him with the rceompense 
snitahle to his station. ThPY did not hold thte 
priw·iple of minimum suhsistcnec-~thP iron la\\· 
of wages--whPw wages are forcpd clown to thP 
lmYPst ]pvel at whid1 the workman can subsist. 
l nsttend, thteY seemed to havte reeognised that 
wages should he made to eonform to a. fit and 
proper standard of life." Amon~rst many others 

who bear similar testimony are Professor Cun­
uingham, the greatLest of English economie his­
torians, in his '' Growth of English ]ndustr;v 
:me! Cmmlwrce," and 1\lr. H. :'\1. Hyndman, in 
hi.-, " l<:t'onolll i"s of Socialism." 

It ,,·as. of ('Oil rsP, impossible to get the prin­
,·iple of ju-,t pri"" pL•rfedly embodied in regula­
tions. E1·Pn ii' it wcq·p possible, the regulations 
,·mild not \ia,·e ht>en 11·orked if there had not 
I:L'<'Il :1 right spirit an<l a strong social will. 
l\1-op<•ratiou is V<'r,l· diffit'nlt to maintain, and 
th,• :l\.:Jril'<' or· strung and aLlt> men is equall;v 
difli,.ult to kt>e 1, in ..!lt'<'L But tlw economie 
»;Ji:·it o!' the middlt• ages \ras •·o-operative and 
!Jot C•llllpetitive. The prineiple of our modern 
c,::,Lc!lll is that mt•n should be free to pursue their 
0\nt ,p]f-interL•st; the prineiple of the medireval 
<;t·dc•r ,,-as that men's a<'tions should he rpgulated 
to <·onform to the eommon interest. So this 
"·,tem 11·orked for .:enturies side hy side with 
,;,unci m·onom i<' progrec;s. The condition of the 
11·orking classes \\·as, rdatiye)y speaking, far 
1Jettl'r th:lll it is to-<lay. L;cbonr, though it has 
made mm·h pro.v;rP.'iS from the last and imme­
<liatl'k pre<·Prling l'<'nb.~·it'o, is in a lower position 
than it 11 as in tliP middiP ages. lt reached its 
llild)(•.-<t pinnat'IP \H•ll nigh on five hundred years 
ago h"· llt<'a.ns of the Trade Guilds al!·ead~· re­
ft>lTPd to. which wen• thP most t'ha.raeteristi" 
institutions of th<• ce<·onomi<· life of medimval 
•·ivilisation. These guilds, ov<•n·onling the tn­
ditions of IJariJ<ll'islll and of slavery, prodnce<l 
thP first fn•e S\·stenJ of indnstn· known in his­
tot·.,·. and ntorc; fn•e tlwn an.1· ,;·hieh has so far 
followed it. The gnilds rPpresented a nni<pw 
systpm of frPe, d<.'ili()<·ra.ti<·, <'<>-oppt·atin• indm;try 
\\·hil'lt 1n1s pntirely unkno\Yn in tlH' 11·orld lwfon'. 

LPt it not '"' inmgim•cl that the"· \H'i'e fixP<l 
:md rigid tl1ings, for they. likP all living insti­
tution~, \\'l-'l'l' PVPr in a ~~ta.tp, of " hP<·onlfng '' 
•·apnhlc• of adapting thetnselves to frpsh "oncli­
lion,. TIH;v sun·ivPd. in form at any rat<•. unt1l 
I lit> nJidd!,." of the 11th •·entur.\. They might 
lt:IY<' »till livc:d, ln1t till' Statp in thP previous 
•·contnrv had L'OllllilPnr·url to rlo thP things whi"h 
th,. g1;ilrls lwd fornwrl"· 'loll('. am! 11·hi"h thp~· 
ought to hnn• "ontinued <loing. Tht' l'Palrenson, 
ilo\\l'\'Pl'. for thL•ir disap]H':lr:lll.!'l' 11·as dw> to 
tl"• fa<'t that thl'v had lo;;t their nl<l <·nmmmlnl 
spirit :md \\'Pl'<', · "" a result. un:!hlP to adjust 
tl;elll'-<'l'·''' tn tlw ltPIY rlemand.s of industr~·. 
Tlw pNni .. ious spirit of indi,·irlunlisJn. so ram­
pant. at this lllnllll'llt. hac! m·iS<~n. 11nd in the 
f<dicl atmosnlter<• thus ne:1tr•d tlJ,. guilds dierl. 
In sll(·h an ·atnHJSplH'l'f' tll<• fairPst l!ower will 
uhn;\·, sun{v pNislt. \\'itl1 t.he pn,.,sinL>: of tlw 
,l!;ttilcls, Jl1PI1 were no lon~;Pr t1't1 iltPfl ns h11111~Hl 
!,pjlll':S ll'ith n sa<·n•cl pc-rsonalit\·, hut \I'PrP prac­
tienii.Y re<lncPcl to a slilvPrv :1s degrading in 
m:m1, r'''"P''d·S us thnt of thP -.l<JvPs of tllP olrl 
Honi:m EmpirP. 'fh<• pages of English histor~· 
t,.]] the iniP of that long and wear.\· fight, still 
raging, for their Gorl-given rights. whieh men 
r:omml?n"''rl in tl1P p(•onomif' nnrl sot'inl darkness 
of a c·ouplc of lnmdred years ago. 
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To-dny men's minds are gradually turning 
bac-k to the light of the middlt> ages, to the days 
of Mc>rrie England. in tlwir sear<'h for a solution 
oi' ind n:;tria I problems. Perhaps they do not 
idealicw the Jniddlt• ages, nnd they are certainly 
not :·weking to l'P~ton_• thPn1. But they are 
setting out to find a dPnJo('nttic form of indus­
trinl autonomy IYhiclJ 1Yill spring from tlw 
princ-ipii' 1rilieh inspirPc! th" <'<'OllOllli<' .syst<'lll of 
tiH•di:(•v:ll England. 

-----..-............ ------· 

SMOKING CONCERT AND PRESEN­
TATION AT CARDIFF. 

.\ l~:tppy gntiH•ring assembled al tlw ()J,l 
,\ r<':tdt• Hot":.' Cn n! iff. on Fri<l:1Y. Odoher l:itl1, 
lil<' O!'<·:tsion l:~·inc: till' f1rsl :;rw,i:d !'\'I'll( of tlw 
>,!';l~Oil. 

The Collt•dor. C. B. Clllm·hill LPIIIOll, l•:,q., 
pr!'sid<•d. ahly .Sllpporh•d hy .:\lessn;, (;, :\Inn, 
\\'.,'-'., H. Hmn·ll :md B. T. \\'11it0. C.P.O.'s, t!J<' 
gll<>sl of tlw <'V!'ning lwin,( l\lr. C. Br:11·he, l:Jh• 
P.O .. Cnrdiff . 

. \ pinnofortP solo h.r· :\ir. Harding ami songs 
h1· :'llPs."·s. Dvn.si('Y and Pike havint( heen \\'Pll 
J';"<'PiYPd. thP Cha i rm:m pror·epflecl t'o the prin­
('ipnl hn~iB(\SS of tliP flYPning, and in a Yury able 
sp,•ucli ""'ntion••(] the fact that lw had served at 
f'onthampton ~~-ith :\lr. Ilrache twenty-on<' 
ypars ago, and 1\·islwcllJim lmll!, to enjo~· his well­
<'ill'lW<l pension. Otlwrs 11-lw testifiP<l to the 
IJJjtn~· ~nod qllnlitie~ of 11r. llral'hP \\"Prt-' }lr. 
\YhiiP. C.P.O .. .:\les,n:. Yonng and 0\\'en, P.o.·,. 
ll1111.lle, .-\.l',O .. an,] Hodg·es, ·wr. The pn•s<•n­
tation \\':lS thPn mnrlp Ly }Jr. HmrPil, c_P.O .. 
\\'ho, in a.-;1,ing :\lr. Bi·adw to ace('pt a gold 
aliH•rt from his !'oilPaguPs, I'Yisht>d l1im on tll<'ir 
lH•half long lif" an<l ha.ppinPss in rdir<'nH'nt. 

:\I r. llral'h<' fePlingly respolHIPrl in n f<'\1' '"''n­
e!Hl-;c-n ·~yordc~. :1nd ~~ras gi'ePtPd with Hlll~i(':-d 
IH1rl0lll'1..;. 

TlH• !'Olll pan\ t lH•n .s:'itll'<l dmn1 to an PX<·ep­
j i:Jn:lih- good Hlturt:tinn~<•nt. }fpssrs .. \mbl'O'<' 
.Jonr·•, (tenor), Arlhur Hnglws (PntNtainer). 
L<'ll-is :\!organ (haritmw). an<l Fan.\' Pih• 
(c·Oll\Pcli:cn). :1!1 1n•ll-lmml'll artistE's oi' C:ndiff 
:In<l Harry. togrther ~~-ith i\J.oo 'l'C'. Dem,]P_,., 
Klli"ht, TL!nling :l!ld CroiJJC'l',s, !'OJnhi1wd io 
(:i'\1: ;t 11:-, ,:..(!'<UllllH' of hir;h-ela~:~; ;1ri-[:..;tie :thilii.,-, 
;~nd n ,.;,ry p!Jjoy:t~;]p <_}YPning (llltl(•d :ii lO.:~n p.111. 
,,·itll t~1o. '-:~ll·'~'iP(r n-1' '' Tl11· l(in.(:o;.'' 

c. & E. 
WAR 

ORPHANS', WIDOWS' 
MEMORIAL FUND. 

& 

TIH• rlu:Htei·Iv Jlll'Ptin(.'; of tlw Exe!'ntiY"<' Com­
mittP<' ,.,.," h<'l<l in l!rH;m 120. Cnstom lfouse. 
m1 "\I ond ·"'. i-110 1 th inst.. wlwn X. R. \Vhite, 
f.·- 1• "-,';,.,- Pi'l"'id:·nt. ph·,itlril, :tnd tlH• nth'"' 

metnlwrs 
Thorne, 
Roberts, 
,J olmson. 

present were Messrs. \Viddowson, 
Moffatt, .:\fedwin, Dingle~·, Powell, 
A bmhams, Beard, Rose, Eperon, and 

The minutes of the last meeting were ap­
proved, and the Secretary read a number of 
IPtters of thanks from beneficiaries. A financial 
statement 11·as presented showing that dm·inl!: 
tlw quarter £811) had bet>n disbursed in grants 
to assist in the maintenance and education oJ 
fatlwrless <"hildrcn, and to widows in necessitons 
'· i rc:umstanccs. 

Tlte Secretar.v submitted a list of ;)() ne1Y 
nwmhers an<l all wc>re (July elPeted. 

'1'11-o applications from 11'i<lows for assistaJH'P. 
und!'l' Hnl<' 2:l, to Jnaintain and Pducate thPir 
children \H'I'<' (•on.-,idPrPd, and in both casPs tll!• 
<'hildl·<•n 1\'Pt'e plpt·ted to lwnefits at a pn•sPnt 
,.,"l to the Fund of t::)ii JH'l' annum. 

TIH• CollllllittP!' also ]Ja(] lwfore tlwm fi<'V<'ll 
:ljljliil'ntiolls frolll \Yirlo\\'s, \l'hosP ages rnug,•d 
J'ron1 ell io ·1:2 ye:1rs. Heports from the Yisitiug 
Committee slwwed that all were in neeessitons 
t·in·un"tanees due to 1na.bi1ity to suppmt them­
seln•.-; lwc:t use of infirmity through age or serious 
illness. J n <•ach im,Llll<'<l the Committee grantPd 
tli). 

The half-yenrl.v n•port of the Yisiting Com-­
mitt,•u on the visits paid to tht> homes of the 
<·hildrt•n in rp,·pipt of benefits lutdt>r Rule 2:1 
sho\l'etl tha.t tlw grants were bPing properly PX 

pt·ndp(] :1nrl of grc•at :~ssistnnct> to thP recipients_ 

LORD EUSTACE PERCY AND 
ECONOMY. 

:';J,eal;ing at a IIH•utiug of tl11• Hastings Cham­
;,,.r of T1·::d<· in (ktohPr Lord Enstne(• Pen·v 
.\i il: i~tt·r oi Edut':ttioH

1 
~lea.lt ('ODlprehensivP·l.\: 

11 ith till' :tit:l!'k.s nwd!' npon tlw Govt•rnment for 
nun-l'{•dl!cti(J~l ol' expPntlltll1'f'. I-Je snid t.hat tlu• 
Jllll'pO.S(' of' iJi'i 1'i·,it 1\':l.S lO di."'l\SS 11'ith thl'lil 
lll.\ltt'J',S -,,-]\j('JJ \\PI'!' at Jll'PS('nt in tJtp ]JUlJJil' 
Illind. Tlw ('hi<·l· on•• 1\-:l.'> taxation HJHl Gnn'l'1!-­
J1l('Ut <•xpenditnn-', hoth in thf• nntional goY('rll­

lli<'llt :mrl t!JP lol':ll go1·••rnmenb. That 11·as th<• 
titn,• of the ~·enr. he• :JddPd, rrhP1l ilH' puhlit· 
lH'L';<lrt to pn·~.~ for p(·ono1ny an(l lhP lightenit1;~ 
"f tax:ttion. lt 1\':lS the s:1111P PY<TI' 11·inter. Th, . 
. ~i·1:lf'n:l opinion \Pl."; i:h:tt lnxatinu·,,~as ton hP:.r;\ 
:~n.l tlJ~tL p(·nuonn- \r<h 1H'V\l'-'S~ll'\', .\ GoyprnJ!l(·ll·t 

;~::y ,oJ't :Jun1ld ;1hY<l,\.., lw <'u.ndnf·led in tl~ :-..;!'·, 

:t -~',.;·.'· :t..., ro·~..,j1)]<' 1 11nd it \\-;.!"' iiilporb!Hl tll: t 
t ·:,, 1·· :t(J \','('!'(' rc·--.pun;.;iLIP for Cov<'l'Hiilt'~Jl 
~· :·:t d: ..... t r:.l.'~~dn · \Hlt'ld .··t'P \rll<lt -1XL'l'P, i11 tlh·.t· 
o :i1.:t1U, tit:' pi'n·,,~t·t·t·, ol' ;Yl vt·ononlit·:t! :tfhuini·· 
1:: !10!t. 'lit<':.\\<.'!'<' o:tcll h.ilttlt·;·i:d I<ttht•r ih:ln 
l1 ·l ·e.i L'. ~<,t:·:l\ :·tL(~dlt '-,t:ltt'lliPl~L-:, i_litllPr on tL,• 
p.:: ( ())' tlJP J'rP.-:.~ ot· hdi-hl':tdcd organi:-:-:~lions. 
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There was a VP!'~' gPnt'rnl impatient·<' which 
\\'as 11ot only eonfinNl to Governnwnt ndministra­
tion, for there \V<'l'<' fields for GovN·nment 
N·ontllllY in numy entPrprisPs. ,\ politir-ian often 
thought. liP <'ould eondu..t a bnsint>ss mor .. 
<'ConomiC'all~· than the one a•·tuull~· running il. 
'l'ht>re 11·as alwnxs sottH• amount of truth i11 
•·riti<•isrn:>, but h~ could say with n fair amount 
of <·ertninty that the~· em~ld not <'Xpect a ~<en­
sational rf'dnetion in Uovf'rnment PXpenditur .. , 
and therp was nnhmh· in the administration who 
would re('ommend a ilrasti<• reduetion. F..eononw 
should h<• direl·tPd in the right wa~·. HP himsE>lf, 
as tlw \I inistpr of Ed U('ation. wa;.; responsihlP 
for au e:qwnditure of £10,000,000, hut without 
ovPrhPnd t·harg(~s it only amonntPcl to £:-<00,000. 
HP had <'Pl'Y !ittiP donh't tlnvt !o .. al aut.lwritiP>< 
!'OH Id 111 a!;,, 'n <·<msidPra hiP rP<1m·tion in ovPrhead 
•·lwrgf',, hut ilw.,<' wPn· vPr.1· .small. HP held 
that the rP,hwtion of ''·neh "hnrg<'' was thP on!~· 
W:l,l' to re;! I f'('OllOil\,1'. ] [ot pl't'SSU J'p for SlHldPJJ 

Pt'OHOlll\' H•tlliPd to prodJJ!'f' e('OllOlllies wlJiC'h 
1\'<'l'<' n;lt stablP, and whi"h ahnt~·s rf>snlted in 
>mne form of re;wtion. 

liP remarked that hP had hn<~n tryjng to put 
tl1P exp(•mlitm·p on edtH~ation upon a surpr basis 
so th;tt it wonld not bP so lln!'tunting as it was 
in tlH• pnst, and, lw adder!, it 1rns impossible> fot· 
;HJ~·hod~·. looking at the past ~·pm· of edneationnl 
!'Xp<'lHiitnrP, to gain any itl<'a of thP normal 
<'X[!enditurf' in Pxisting ednc·ntionnl sc>rvi<·Ps. 
JI,,,·tic pc·oncm\ and n re~u ehnng<? in poli<'~" 
WPl'P «bsolntf'l.\' fatnl, ns :U\~" man well 
klww. ;md thP onl.1· <'C'ono•n.'" could lw reall.1· 
p<•rllt:I!Wllt was to a basis of Gon•rnment 
expt>n<litnl'<' upon whid1 it <·onld progrpss year 
!),- vunr. Husinf'ss mrm should press for n stc>ady 
r;·<fu('cion in !J:PllPrnl ('xp••mlitiiH' and overlwml 
(·h~~n2;es. Taking HH" gfn1(11'al rangp of his own 
:t<lministration, lw all!IPd that tlwn• w;ts no 
tra•:agan<·f>. ThP Jll'mhwtin• rate wa;, 
and mattPI's pointPd to a ··onciliation in tlw 
industrial "·orlll. l t was illcrpa~Pd produd.ion 
;!ll<l im·reasPd wPnlth that tlwY had to look for, 
for a rPdnd·ion in tnxation. Thf' burden which ' 
trade nnd hustnf•.ss lwd to lw:ll' depemlPd to a 
t·on<:iderahle t•xtenL on tlH' proportion hFl \\'<'f'l1 
''"·al nnd 1wtionnl t:txation. 

On<• of tlw •·r,\·ing !'vi];; in taxatim1 wa« thP 
d ist rihut ion of grant'; to lo,·,ll nnthnritic>s-larg<' 
on?:::. rt-•t·c·iv1n.u: ton nln(·h and thP :-;,m<tll onf's too 
litt.lP. ('oll!•luding, hi;; Lordship said ht' 1'<'­

g;trdt?\l r:1iing vrrluation rp;fortn n;.; nn imporbtnt 
fndor in loe:ll administration. 

PROSECUTION. 

LIVERPOOL. 
The second flngin<'Pl' of the Gf>rman steamer 

" Annie Hugo Rtinnes," who eonl'ealed ·10 lb. of 
O.R. Tohnef'o am1 7.QO pl'Oof f~alions of Brandy 
ll<'hind the bulkhead lining nml hnnk board of 
his herth, evi<lr>ntly l'onsid0r(>(1 thnt this was n 

safp method of getting rounrl the import regu­
lations. A visit. howevPr. from :\tr .• Tames 
Kil.·w11.n·s runnnage t:J'e\1' result.ed in tht' diseovery 
o! tht• goods hy :\h•ssrs. Astlp aml Kennr>dy. 
\.P.O.'s. 

At th!' prus;•eutioll, •·onducLPd on the 1st 
inst. by \Jr. H. '\li•lross, C.P.O., thf' offc>nder 
\\":ts finr•d tl/1 h .. m· o1w month's imprisonmf'nt. 

HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF. 

By " VPLCAX.'' 

" Thf're is nothing lH'\1' undt•r tlw sun " \\'<IS 

said many years ago, and it appnrc>ntly holds 
good Jll Hevenu0 protection <·ircles to-day. 

HP<'c>ntl.'· a magnziJw, whieh specialises in 
trne advPnturos, had an interesting aoeount of 
smnggl ing by trained dogs and thf' action takf'n 
by tht• Belgian authorities. Tlwse episodes of 
the Jlplgo-Duteh frontier an• by no means novel. 
as tlw Spanish Custo1us Pncrmntered and solved 
tlw samP p1·ohlem nt La Lhwa thirt.'· odd years 
ago. 

A<·<·ording to C. Pelham-Clintm1 ("Strand 
\fagm:ine.'' lHDo), a largp donke,1· used to hf' 
driven to and from Gibraltar daily until a smart 
cnrnbirwri dis<•nvPJ'Nl that the m1imal \\'fts com­
pletely <'OVPretl with Htf' skin of n dear! donke~·. 
thP swf!i ng being c•omposed of tobac(•o. Tlw 
tmtletPt'l' wa~ prmuptly nJTPsted. and his con­
fNl.-mte,; had to devisP a s(·heme tn obviate tlw 
dang;<•l' of an~· more arrP~ts. Dogs wPre therP­
fort• trained to rnakp the trip from Gibraltar 
;H-ross to Spain " on their own." The false skin 
lll('tllm1 was agnin emplo~·ecl, but was eventuall~· 
lwatf•n by thP Rpanish nuthoritiPs, who erPeted 
11 irp nc>tting right across tiH' isthmus, which 
J>l'OI'Pd insnrmonntnhlP to the eontrnhancl ladPn 
dogs. 

Thc• snmgglpJ•s' final attempt to defraud tlw 
HevenuP wns to take thp dogs in a small boat. 
drop thPm and th<?ir loads ovprboard, and en-
<>ourng(' swim to some point on thr 
Spanish che netting. 'l'hese elahorntr 
pro(·PNI ings 1\'f'J'e rendered futile hy the un­
sportsmnnlikt> shooting of tlw <log>; by the f'ara­
hinera. It is JWrlmps worthy of nwntion that 
in the rpc·<•nth ]HJblishecl "l.et Dogs Delight" 
( '\lr>thuPn, os.) a story is told of Reppo, a eanin<' 
smuggiPr on tlw ftnlian-Rwis~ frontier, who, 
l>efore being t•nptnrP<l, ~nts several times shot at. 
fleppo \\'as arlnptPd 1,~. :l dog-love1· and is now n 
model ritizt'n. 

:\lr. Pf•lham-C'l in ton nlso !'Plates on0 or two 
Rp;.mish smnggling dPvi<'E'S whi(•h arP hy ll'l 

merws nnknmn1 to our own offirero,, sul·h as r••-
moving t!w of a lonf or book and rt•-
stiiHing it tohat't'O. ft i~. p0rhaps, fnir to 
s,w th:~t whil,, the smuggler keeps np to date. n' 
witlwss thP Ameriean hootlf'gger, hf' is quitr 
\\'illing to emplo~· the niethods ()f yenrs :1go fl!Hl 
to mnhE' hi,ton· repNlt itself for hi' profit. 

i 
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