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Conferenc~, held at the Three' Nuns Hotel, 
Aldgate, London, on the 3rd and 4th May, 1917: 

Continued. 
4th May. , 

Conference resumed at 9'30 a m., all the delegates 
being present with the exception of Mr. E. P. 
Madden, who was absent on Home Office business. 

The minutes of the previous day's Conference" were 
adopted. Mr. Hall proposed that copies of the more 
importan~ resolutions adopted at the Confere'nce 
should be transmitted to the Board. Mr. Sobey 
leconded, and it was carried. 

Consideration of the Secretary's report was resumed. 
Mr. Howell moved the adoption of paracraphs dealing 
with the Special Allowance question. The projected 
c1ainl for the extension of the Special Allowance 
granted to certaia Preventive Men to all members of the 
grade, and tbe grant of an allowance on similar lines 
to the Preventive Officers had been unavoid ably held up 
pending the settlement of the Civil Service Federation 
WOlf bonus claim. Mr. Sobey seconded. Mr. Cox 
wished to know what action was intended to be take n 
on the salary question, and said the question of the 
Special Allowance was bound up with tha t of the sa lary 
claim. ' If the Joint Council intended . takin g. i~­
mediate action with reference to the salary cla lln It 

appeared to him to be in advi5able to proceed with Ihe 
,claim under consideration. Mr. Howell suggested that 
the paragraph should be adopted, but that the question 
as to what action should be taken should he deferred 
until later in the day. This course was agreed to. 
This completed the consideration of the report. . 

Mr. Hall moved a resolution sent in fr om the Liver­
pool Branch of the Waterguard Federation-." That 
tbis 'meeting of the Liverpool Branch of th e v~ater­
guard Federation recommends the Joint CounCil to 
consider the desirability of creati ng a permanent 
Benevolent Fund to assist members who may be 
temporarily financially emba rrased through sickness, 
accident , or other such cause, and With th a t object to 
prepare a scheme to be pl aced before th e members for 
consideration." He said this resolution had been 
discussed an'd ' passed at Liverpool with solne 
enthusiasm. The occasion of its ad option was the 
experience gained in' recent cases of appeal s .for 
assistance in necessitous circumsta nces. The pasS in g 
round of the hat was objection~ble, and did not always 
result in an equitable distributi on of benevolence. 
There had been cases where subscriptions had not been 
equal to the need of the indi.vidual, and, on the othe r 
hand, there bad been instances of over-subscription._ 

Both of these contingencies, and the undesirable 
!"ethod of appeal, could be prevented if benevolence 
ID the Waterguard was systematised. Mr. Howell 
seconded, and supported Mr. Hall's statements. He 
f~lt strongly th at the time had arrived for the institu­
tIOn of some such fund as this. Attempts to alter the 
rllle5 of existing Societies had failed. 

Mr. Cox ag'reed with the previous speaker as to the 
great difficulty of changing the rules of existing 
organisations. The Customs and Excise Orphanage 
was doing splendid work, and ought to be thoroughly 
supported by waterguard officers., But he realised now 
that some organisation was necessary in the Waterguard, 
and suggested the appointment of a small Committee 
to go into the matter. Mr. Sullivan said the establish­
ment of a fund ~v ollld be a big undertaki ng. He referred 
to the fine wo rlc of the Customs and Excise Orphanage, 
and appealed for stronger support of the funq, and also 
spoke of the Civil Service Benevolent Fund . . Mr. Fell 
said th a t members in his district were satisfied that no 
Society existed to meet the needs of the Watergllard, 
and were strongly in favour of the proposal put forward. 
After very considerable discussion the resolution was 
adop'ted. wi-th the add ition-" That a small Committee 
be eiected by the Federal Committee of the London 
BrA.nch, with the Pres id ent of'the Joint Council as 
e/officio member, to consider the question and report. 

Mr. Howell moved-" That each officer should 
rece ive A. confidential copy of the Ag cl 
Capacities ~por~ as affects himself, an~, if such re~ort 

' ls a 'verse th at he be gi ve n an opportuDlty of defendtng 
himselfbefore the report goes to tbe. Board, and that 
an officer against whom a charge ~ s made. s~all be 
entitled to cl a im the ass ista nce .of Ius As.soclatlon. at 
the Inquiry." He said the subject of thiS resolutIOn 
was the cause of considerable concern. and ev~n unrest 
in the Service to, day. The system of secret chara.crer 
reporting had always been objected to, and the seno.us 

osition had been aggravated by the undoubted seventy 
~f disciplinalY ac'tion during the ' past three or four 

There exists no adequate reason why a man 
~~~~~d not kno~ periodically what character ~ad been 

ive n to him . If that characte~ were an U?JlISt one, 
g d uld deny that unfalr and wrong Jud lPl?ents 
an n~e;:e ~eocorded again~t officers, .the . indiVidual 
had d) Id be able to demand an JIlqUlry, and to 
concern,e s lOU lent VA.ried if necessary. 
have hiS character assess~tter of elementary justice. 
That, he th ought, was a D~ t'on was designed to cover 
The la tter part of tbe reso u I t inquiry and inquiries 
both tbe character as sessl~en ain', the principle 
in to specific offences . ere, ~g t'c'e The law of 

of elementary J liS I . 
involved was one . to secure that offenders 
this country was at gl~~t halns 

the benefit of the best 
against the law shou e ~~\e was unable to pay for 
legal adVice and defenc 'h t The same priVilege 
it, th en the Stat~ bo~e t e dcostbe C C. Act. An officer 
should apply to IOqlllreS un er· , 



i __ ~ __ ----------~c~u~s~r~O:M:S~J~O~U:R:N:A~L_.~~~;;~~~;;-----
2 tl at Liverpool, adding another to the . . recen Y . f 

d obtain the ass lS - . I list . of gallant actIOns p~r ormed by 
. ht to consult an Id involve , ong d ffi . 

should have the n.g . hich assistance wou h ht Waterguar 0 cels. 
tanceofhis ,Assoclatlon,W nt oflegal aid. He t OU

g
It A't 1-30 p .m. on 25th ult., ~/lr. W. H. Parry 

th e empl oyu1e . I necessary. I I d' , 
- if necessary, as this was emJ11ent y. d pted by h was on patrol q uty, w lell attp..ll Ing to tbe 

ome such scheme 'th the polI cy a 0 w 0 h L d' S 
s s practica lly on all fo ur~ WI Mr Tiza rd seconded. launch 's rope at t e an II1g tage, was 
;~~ Civil ~ e rv i ce FederatJO n. as o'r grea t im portance, c'lpi tatr d into the river through attempting 

. id the matter w . . t" n had pre h h 
Mr. Sulilvan sa d ubt that a seiious sltua lOd d t tep as he thoug' t, on to t e 'rubber' 
and there was no 0 d' d No one dcfen e or 0 S, h d b d f ' . 

. that should be reme le. I or anything which however, a een remo"e or repairs. I ~~t:~~d to de fend drunkenness,. sl:~~:~~s\e punished, A ctin g' with coolness and promptitude Mr 

I 
DelInquenCi es . Offi h' of that nature. b d . punishment should be reason- J C Burkey PreventIve cer, caug t hold 

b t j'ustlce mus t e one, d d t te a bad . , , . ' h h ffi 
bUI nd not harsh otherwise it ten e 0 crde.a ' . n _ of Mr Parry's hair w en t at '0 cer was 

a e, a . 'S' e After furth er ISCUSSIO , . . b f h 
' atmosphere In the. ervlc . f d' . J' ry action were located. H a d It not een or t e great 

d · h' h spec ific cases 0 ISClP Ilia Tb cl d b 1\11 A E B I. unng ~v IC t the resolut ion was a-l opted. e a ssistance ren · e re y . r . . - . ur~e, who 
fu lly dlscussec, d .. Th th Joint . h . . . bl h h . following resolution was also passe ~ at. .e J' na used _his : electnc tore ,It IS , pOSS.1 e t at t e 
Council views with alarm recent .cases of ~.sfl~lE la' .Y con<equences would have been dlsa~trous, the 

. the ' seve rity of th e pUOlshment 111 Icte 111 '. d r . 
~~. t nces and inst ructs the Executive Commi ttee night bemg very ar {. 

k IDst·a n 'In' the matter. " ' IVe are glad to annOllnce that M r. Parry is to ta e ac 10 . Offi ' . 
The resolutiun re mitted fr om lh ~ Preventive cers sufferin g no ill effects from hiS ill·timed 

Association Co nference rel ative to th e shipment of. . 
Bonded Stores at Glasgow and London was accepted, IInmerSlOn. 
and action ordered to be taken thereon. 

The resolution rem itted from the Preventive Men's 
Association Conference relative to Examin ation for 
Preventive Offi cership was adopted, and referred to the 
Execu tive Committee for furth er co nsideration and 
necessa ry action, as also was the claim for the alteration 
of title to " Assistant Preventive Offi cer. " 

To b! cOlltinutd. 

A Gallant Rescue. 

A brave a.ction was witnessed at Liverpool ' 
on the 12th inst., and the life of a soldier was 
sa ved throu'gh the efforts of a W atergu ard 
officer. . 

At about 3 ~ .m . the launch "Princess Maud" 
~vas a~proachmg ~ large hospital ship I in 
In the river when cnes were heard d ' Y g 
see th t Id ' , an It was . n a a so ter was in the water A l'f 
b~oy was thrown from the launch but ' t' t e-
fatled to reach it. See' h' . Ile man 
Hill dived in, fully dres~~~ t ISd tl'lr . Percy E. 
keeping the man aflo t ' 'lan SUCceeded in 

. k a untl they I tl plC ed up by ab ' 10 1 were 
evidently not seeing ~~~~g~a~rry-boat Which, 
perl~ by nearly running th~m d added to their 
soldier who had dived in f Own ., Another 
reScued by the lau1)ch a ter hts comrade was 

Mr. Hill was heart:l . ' / 
brother officers when ~: . congratulated by his 
and he was abl ~ to ~ news became known 
The sOldier{ who was P oceed home' all well', 
shell shock, was tak enaf~~~enw. s~ff~ring fro~ 
and attended to there. e ecelVtng House 

- ' Exciting e . ptsode at L' ' . __ tverpool. 
A lImely resS;ue from- . 

. drowning ' 
Was effected 

, "' . Answers to Correspondents. 
~ --

A.B,~We did 'noL"receive a report' OfSOUlh­
hampton meeting, therefore could not publish it. 

H.C.S.-\Yhy will \ 'OLl persist in sending 
your letters to the ,Editor? The 'Secretary 

' cieals with all business cOI 'nected with the 
Journal. ' . , 

A Queer SeaY arIi. 

i\ remarkable story was told at the Liverpool 
Pohce Court on the 5th . inst., when ' two 
Germans and a Dane were charg.ed \9lh 
offences against the .A li~m Registration Order. 
• The Germans were sailors from a German 

vessel interned at Talcahuano and the Dane 
was chief mate of a Chilian sh'ip, in whIch ~he 
G.ermahs shipped as a Swede and a RUSSian 
FI~n respectively . 'J;'he Germans knew the 
shIp was bound f~r Liverpool, but they eX­
pected. to be taken aboard a submarine, and 
promiseci the mate they w'ouid see tha t the ship 
was ~ot sunk if they - gQt -away. The Dane 
prom.1sed to assist them, and ga ve his addresS 
for them 10 communicate with him when they 
got to Germany. In the Court he stated that 
~s.a neutral he did not think it his duty to 

gtve the men away.' The Germans said they 
we.re anxious to join the colours. . 
an~he mate .was fined £15 0 or six months, 
. the other prisoners were each sentenced to 

Stx months' imprisonment. 
a I' The A liens Offi.cer was ~1r . E. T . Davies, 

11d he was a~sisted by Mr. F. Christiallsen, 
n terpreter. 


