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Editor. Not a huge Edition, but pleasing to again feature some reports from our constituent
members. There are changes on Page 8 for both Treasurers and some of the individual
CERRSA contacts.

The next issue will be hopefully in the early New Year so give
some thought to what your programmes are for 2011 that you
might like published. Regarsd Paul ] Houghton (PJH)
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New WebPages

We now have new WebPages. Each CERRSA & the RMS have their own page linked through the page
heading CERRSAs on the Home page http://focerrsa.blogspot.com/ Other page headings are to the
FOCERRSA contacts/ Small Ads /RMS (for business info)/Reunion 2011/BOND. I have scope for the
odd additional page and can add any number of postings, which appear in date sequence and will be
listed down the right-hand side of the page as “BLOG ARCHIVE”. The listings have the facility to be
clicked on to go to that item. To see how this works have a look at the Liverpool and RMS accessed
through the CERRSA’s Page at the top of the Home page both have several postings . It may well be
that the RMS element will be independent of the FOCERRSA pages in the near future, but hopefully I
will be able to have a link to their pages.

I welcome contributions by e-mail so that I may cut and paste the items easily. So... once your
CERRSA has had a look around ... script and photo’s welcome. Paul | Houghton

National Table Tennis singles and doubles tournament

Andrew MacAlistair writes:-The competition takes place in the Railway Institute,
22 Queen Street, York YO24 1AD during the two days of the 11th and 12th November
2010. Most people travel up on the Wednesday afternoon and return on the Friday eve-
ning. We have pre-booked a hotel and the sports club pays 25%. It will cost £41.25 for
the two nights sharing a room.

We have 12 tables in play and hold the singles on the first day. There are groups of 3 or 4 with the top
two going through to the knock out stages. The others enter a plate competition. The mixed doubles
will also take place on the Thursday. On the Friday we start with the men’s and women’s doubles.
Again there are groups so everyone gets at least two games. There is also the over 50’s singles com-
petition and a handicap event. We usually finish about 4.00 pm. We look forward to seeing you there.
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East Midlands August 9th saw East Midlands CERRSA visit Gainsborough Hall and enjoy a fine day.
Photo’s courtesy of Irene Chapman .

Three Mills Island Tour and Walk (London
Cerrsa)

Peter Jefferson Smith reports: On 17 June, 15
members visited Three Mills Island, at Bromley-by-
Bow in the East End. It has many associations for the
Department.

The Mills were tidal mills on the River Lea, milling
grain for gin distilling. The House Mill is the largest
of the survivors and we were able to tour it from top
to bottom. Members of the Department remember
Three Mills from the days when gin distilling had
moved elsewhere, and the complex was run by
Bass Charrington for bulk warehousing and bot-

tling. The warehouses are now film studios and not
normally accessible to the public. When our party arrived, the area outside the gates was being used
for filming a confrontation between the Met and a crowd of rioting Asians, for a Bollywood soap. We
were privileged to be escorted through the riots for a walk round the former warehousing area. We
were able to point to the tanks used for storage of Bacardi in bulk, and also the sites of the C&E offices
— one site in the warehouse compound, one just outside it, in a building labelled as the Custom House.
Later, we walked round the island to a memorial commemorating people who had died, including
James Ede, Officer HM Excise 29 June 1908. It is thought that he and one of the distillery staff had
been killed in an explosion.

The River Lea Tidal Mill Trust welcomes recollections from anyone who worked at Three Mills Island.
They have some material from former C&E staff, but would welcome more. For more information,
please contact Peter Jefferson Smith (peterjsl@mac.com) or Barry Atkinson (atko@globalnet.co.uk).

Ken Potter writes:-“In August 10 members of Liverpool CERRSA met in the small Cheshire Village of
Christleton for a 4 miles walk led by Dave Shilliam. The weather was overcast but warm and we set
off across fields, one of which had a warning “Beware of the Bull”. Luckily there were plenty of cows
in the field to keep the attention of the Bull away from us. At this point the weather changed and it
started to rain but by the time we had put on our waterproofs and walked a couple of hundred yards it

went off and stayed dry for the rest of the walk. Our walk
now followed the Shropshire Union Canal and we got a
friendly “Good Morning” from passing holiday

barges. Our path now left the Canal and we entered a field
of maize 6 to 7 feet high with a narrow pathway through

it. Luckily although it was like walking through a Jungle it
did not turn into a maze. Along the way we passed some
wild Damson and Cherry trees but there was no time to
stop and pick any. After arriving back at our starting point
we all adjourned for an enjoyable meal and drink at the
Black Dog Waverton.”
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Reunion of ex R.A.F. Brize Norton staff (April 2010).

Geof Travis (theshamblesl@tiscali .co.uk) writes:-

“On 16™ April 2010 ex members of the staff stationed at R.A.F.Brize Norton gathered together, with the kind per-
mission of the Station Commander, in the Officers Mess for our second reunion. Jim Nicholson was the main man
responsible for the organisation with assistance from Sqn. Ldr. Mark Dover who is stationed at Brize. Mark is the
son of the late Bob Dover who sadly died in August 2009; he was one of the first fixed members of staff at Brize.
The following attended with their respective wives, partners etc: John Andrews; Chaz Ashby; Alan Doyle; Pete
Gaydon; Arthur Harold; Claire Henderson; Rod Lewis; Tony Long; Chris Patrick; Carl Poulter; Karen Quarter-
man; Chris Rees; Staff Waters; Jim and myself. We took a few moments to remember old colleagues sadly no
longer with us including George Hargreaves; Sid Pickaver and Pete Johnson. Many tales were told or re-told
during the splendid meal and afterward in the Bar. It is hoped to organise another gathering towards the end of
next year. If any readers who served at Brize Norton, either as fixed staff or on D.D. are interested in coming
please let me know.

Pictured on the left we have
Chris & Val Rees and

Pete Gaydon.

On the right Hazel Travis, Fay
Harold, Arthur Harold Staff Wa-
ters and Claire Henderson.

Brian Searle(brian.searle@btinternet.com)

writes:-

Dear Editor, “You published a most unusual article by my old
friend Cec Webb in July's issue of "The Bond". Cec and I
went through a lot together at Heathrow during the winter of
1958/59, and later at Gatwick Airport, and as we are now in
the early stages of senility, I thought that I would send you a
photograph of two "elderly gentlemen" looking urgently for
toilets in Somerton a few years ago, when Cec and his wife,
Doreen, were staying with us for a short break. A pleasant
little town in Somerset, Somerton is home to the London Ciga-
rette Card Company, which was the reason for our visit at that
time.”

Gravesend Waterguard Reunion 2010.

Ivor J. Davis (ivorjdavis@blueyonder.co.uk) writes:-"The Reunion was held on Friday, 3" September, 2010
at 1600 hrs in the Function Room of the Old Prince of Orange Public House. I completed writing the Newsletter
in time and printed them so every member received one. Miss Olivia Davis- our grand-daughter — was the Door
Warden, as she has been for the past 3 years and the buffet was provided by our daughter-in-law, Mrs. Linda
Davis. The Reunion itself was a great success. I arrived at the venue at 1500 hrs and almost immediately Brian
Evans and Ray Stanford appeared..... from then on members arrived continuously until all were present. All of
those who attended enjoyed themselves. Eight ladies attended and had dinner in the Carvery - all enjoying
their meal, talking of the things that interest them before they joined us at 2000 hrs. I made my usual speech
welcoming everybody and toasting “The Waterguard — the best job in the world”. 190 members were invited
to attend, of which 21 members actually attended — up from the 15 who attended last year. Ladies and Officers

mingled talking and telling jokes

until 10 pm when everyone de-
parted after enjoying another ex-
cellent Reunion. My parting plea is
that more members attend and
find out what an enjoyable eve-
ning it is for all.”

Pictured amongst others are Bert
Bann/Trevor Ryalls/Keith Warren/
Ray Gregory. Cheers!.
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The FOCERSA Reunion 2011....

GREAT YARMOUTH Monday 9 - Thursday (morning) 12 May 2011 Norfolk offers a wealth
of things to do and see - attractive market towns, pretty villages, a major city, old churches, stately
homes, designated footpaths, wildlife sites and parks, and the sea - be it resort, port, or wide open
beaches and marshes. And Suffolk is not far away.

GREAT YARMOUTH Why Great Yarmouth? Someone has described it as a inferior Blackpool!
Ignore the half mile or so of bingo, candy floss, and slot machines and there are miles of golden sand,
an old heritage part of town including the River Yare waterfront and museums, and many attractions
within easy driving and public transport. Norwich is within an hour's drive or bus, and the Broads -
both north and south are not far away. It might be almost the farthest eastern point in the UK but it has
a railway station and good road links. The M25/M11/A11/A47 is a good route from the South and
those coming from the North and Midlands can link from the motorways to the A14/A47. But above all
it was the only place in the area which had a hotel big enough for the numbers we hope to attract!

THE BURLINGTON PALM HOTEL This is a 3 star family run hotel situated at the quiet end of
town on the sea front road. Rooms at the rear overlook recreation grounds. Hotel parking is plentiful
and free. There is a small indoor swimming pool. Its two dining rooms, two bars and two lounges are
not as large as some we have experienced but they are interconnecting and the friendly proprietors,
who are used to large group bookings, assure us that there is never a problem. The beach, backed
by a long flat pathway is close as is an attractive park - both fine for a pre or post breakfast stroll. For
the more energetic, public tennis courts and bowling greens are close by.

COST - £52 per person per night, dinner, bed and breakfast in a standard double room, with a sup-
plement of £3 pppn for rooms with a sea view. The single supplement is £6 per person per night, irre-
spective of room size. There is an option to stay an extra night on Sunday 8 May or Thursday 12 May at
the same rate. This is an old hotel with varying levels; please tell reception when booking if you re-
quire a room with direct lift access.

BOOKING - is direct with the hotel and commences on 1 May 2010 until 31 October 2010,
albeit they may be able to accommodate after this date. A deposit of £40 per person is re-
quired.Hotel Telephone: 01493 844568 or 842095

Reference: FOCERRSA or "Retired Customs & Excise Association".

Information: http://www.burlington-hotel.co.uk

Enquiries: FOCERRSA Organisers:- Doreen Davis (020 8650 4203)
Peter Trevett (01483 233027)

To meet the AGM request I am inviting Singles, who would like/consider sharing to avoid Single Accom-
modation premiums, to advise me of their contact details and give me permission to share those details
with other Singles , who would like/consider sharing. This can be done either by mail or e-mail to my
address as shown on Page 10. Paul Houghton Secretary FOCERRSA.
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The Editor writes:-Thank you all for your support for CAFOD on the Baslow Boot Bash,
which I am pleased to say I completed in a record time for me..and the first time I have
sought Charity sponsorship. With Gift Aid we managed to raise just over £1k.If you'd
like to support the page is still open http://www.justgiving.com/PaulJHoughton

The walk is a well organised Event, which the RMS Walking organiser Gordon Hodson
will attest. He completed it in 2009 in a splendid time of 9 hours 6 Minutes. My best was
this year at 9 hours 10 minutes. See http://www.baslowchoir.co.uk/bootbash.htm or for
amusement http://baslowbb.blogspot.com/

SOUTHAMPTON WATERGUARD REUNION ASSOCIATION.
Brian Searle writes:- The 58th. Reunion Luncheon of the Association will be held in the Red Carpet
Restaurant at Eastleigh College, Chestnut Avenue , Eastleigh at 12.30pm on Thursday 14th. October
2010. Since the Association was formed over thirty years ago, we have lost a number of marvellous
friends and colleagues to the inevitable ageing process, so those of you who may not have attended
this splendid reunion in the past, please consider it and get in touch with our "Supreme Secretariat
"either Mike Jackson (Tel. No. 01579-363699), or Dave Leakey (Tel. No.023-80846922). A warm wel-
come awaits you.

Trevor Tomasin’s Site, which holds copies of all THE BOND issues in “pdf * format. There is now also an Obituar-
ies page - http://www.hm-waterguard.org.uk/People-Obituaries.htm . Contributions from the next of kin and
friends of ex-Waterguard staff are being sought. Neil Bailey - neilhbailey@gmail.com

Brian Searle aregular BOND contributor has had his book published.

The cover reads:- “Brian Searle spent most of his career as a Customs Officer at
Weymouth and was in a very good position to observe the comings and goings
of the classic passenger steamers and ferries from the sixties era until the
near-demise of the port in 1984, with the withdrawal of Sealink operations.
This publication traces the history of the Weymouth services to the Channel
Islands and France until the present day. The book includes a detailed analysis
of each of the main vessels on the routes from Weymouth, including those of
Sealink, Sealink British Ferries, British Channel Island Ferries and also the
smaller operators who played an important part in the history of the port"
Available from www.ferrypubs.co.uk @ £16.00 or a signed copy from Brian.

Holiday home Scotland Boat of Garten, 8 miles from Aviemore, modern
holiday villa to let, sleeps 8 (10), 4 bedrooms (2 en suite + 3rd bathroom),
separate bed settee, lounge, kitchen, dining room, FCH, off road, huge garden
area, available all year, rates negotiable. Phone:- 01479 821700

Holiday Apartment Almeria Almeria Luxury Penthouse,
Puerto Rey, nr Mojacar. 2nd floor apartment, 2 Beds, 2 Bath,
lounge/dining room, kitchen, laundry , 2 terraces plus large private
roof solarium with full gas BBQ kitchen, sea/mountain views, two
pools and nice gardens, parking. Sleeps 6. Sat TV. Shops, miles of
sandy beach, sports facilities (inc. free tennis court) and golf all a
few minutes flat walk away. £240 to £580 per week dependent on
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Martin Spillane reminisces:-“In 1966 I was a UO in Liverpool 3 Excise, assisting Jack
Mulcahy, then an Excise Officer and later Surveyor and AC. He suggested I visit a particular
clothing shop, for in the shop window, amongst the suits, shirts and ties, was a tailor’s dummy,
with a part-made jacket, covered in tacking cotton. This indicated that they were not just sell-
ing suits, but were also making them and so could be liable to Purchase Tax registra-
tion. Along I went and introduced myself to the owner. My inspection revealed a room at the
back, with rolls of suiting and half a dozen sewing machines. The trader obviously knew the

score and, when I looked at these, he proclaimed very loudly that he was “only doing repairs.”
Unfortunately, he had mislaid his order book and, although we both looked, we failed to find it. Just then, a young man ar-
rived and, on seeing me, asked “What'’s the problem?” “We can’t find the cutting book,” I replied. “Oh, it’s here,” he said,
producing it from its hiding place in the base of one of the sewing machines. The trader buried his face in his hands and ut-
tered a heartfelt cry of “With a son like that, who needs a hole in the head!” I then found that he had also been doing out-
work for a well known firm of Saville Row tailors. I duly registered him and prepared an assessment for about £4,000, which
(at 1960’s rates) paid my salary for the next couple of years. Later I heard about the trials and tribulations of his fatherhood:
his son was engaged to the daughter of a very rich cloth merchant in Leeds and he was anxious that Junior

should not have too much contact with her father. Every time I called he asked my advice as to the
next excuse he could give to bring her to Liverpool, rather than Junior going to Leeds. When I asked him
why, he replied bitterly, “Why? Because if they find out how stupid he is, the wedding will be off!” Idon’t
know if the wedding did go through, but five years later I was saddened to receive a note from the A &CG

to say that the balance of the assessment had finally been paid from the father's Estate.”

Brian S Kidd writes :- Final loss “ of Greenock Custom House prompts me to recount my introduction to it in June 1958.
Transferred as an Unattached Officer from London Central — two days allowed for travel then, but allowed
myself only one. 1950 Morris Minor, side valve, split screen, convertible. (No radio, washers or heater) and
trafficators stayed out in the wind. Foo through the floor in all gears. No motorways —A49, A74—full of pot-
holes—old disintegrating AA Route Guide.

Picked up RAF chap in Carlisle—"Knew the way”. At Bothwell he got out—" not far now”,

but no directions! Now late , was tired and lost, and sought accommodation. After much
searching asked at an AA 3 Star hotel . Full up. After much pleading they relented and I was given a
fully decked out bridal suite prepared for the next day (Saturday). Hugh room, enormous bed , (I felt
like Liberace!)

Next morning, first attempt seeking directions to Greenock—" doon the brae, o’er the brig” etc. Totally
bamboozled. Eventually found Greenock—ended up on a cobbled area near water. Then frantic shouts
and waving at me - a steam train was coming up determinedly behind me. Now mid morning and late.
Bearded and duffel-coated I inwardly commended the indoor officer who asked if I had come to report.
He then handed me a Ships Report Form! ...... that aside I thoroughly enjoyed a 4 year stint , assidu-
ously protecting the Revenue and also found my wife of 48 years. And my first “public” speech was at a
BURNS Supper in Islay, (men only) replying to the toast to the lassies — and me an Englishman!! Quelle

In Liverpool’s August Newsletter Rita Harraghy reports the responses to the en-
quiry in the JULY BOND re the Rugby photograph. John Pennington (....Standing
next but one to Sean McNamara is Brian Watts the person 4" from the left (to the left
of Ken Potter) middle row, could well be R. T. (Ron) Davies) , Allan Clarke (The 3rd
left standing is Rusty Love who left the Dept to go to publishing in Dundee, the Beano
and the Dandy. S5th from left, standing, the tallest, is Stan Brooks.) , Brian Searle
(....In the gleaming white shorts is/was my old friend VERNON HILL) and Ron
Murray (.....the gentleman to the left of Bill Jones as one Alan Shaw.)

Ron Murray went further and contributed a photograph of the 1949/50 Badminton
Team and identified ..... Bill Jones ,Alan Shaw ,myself and Peter Waldron (back
row) and two unidentified plus Mildred Zanetti and Marge ?? (the Typist).

Brian Searle writes:- Dear Editor,

“You published a most unusual article by my old friend Cec
Webb in July's issue of "The Bond". Cec and I went through
a lot together at Heathrow during the winter of 1958/59, and
later at Gatwick Airport, and as we are now in the early
stages of senility, I thought that I would send you a photo-
graph of two "elderly gentlemen" looking urgently for toilets
in Somerton a few years ago, when Cec and his wife, Do-
reen, were staying with us for a short break.

A pleasant little town in Somerset, Somerton is home to the
London Cigarette Card Company, which was the reason for
our visit at that time.”
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Some CERRSA Programmes (see page 8 for contacts)

LIVERPOOL

October 31° to November 4™ - is the Autumn short break at Windermere Hydro. The phone number is 015394 444 55. If
booking, please quote either Liverpool Cerrsa or Pat Currie.

Wednesday, 1% December, 2010 - The Christmas meal on the Barge at Chester’s Mill Hotel will take place on this date.

Wednesday, 8" December, 2010 - The Alan Nield Christmas walk in Delamere will take place on the 8" December and
will be followed by the Christmas lunch at the Tiger’s Head, Norley. Walkers should meet at 10.00am and the lunch will be at
1.30pm. Please contact Ken Potter on 0151 334 3802 before 1t November, 2010.

Saturday, 11" December, 2010 - The carol concert we usually attend at the Philharmonic is in slightly different this year.
In a programme called “Christmas Crackers”, the Birkenhead School Choral Society is celebrating the 150™ Anniversary of
the school with a selection of carols and readings led by Roger McGough. Seats have been reserved in the Stalls at a cost of
£16.20 per person, which is the seniors’ reduced rate. Contact Rita Harraghy, at 8, Dulas Road, Liverpool L15 6UA.

London Area

Wednesday 17th November Guards Museum & Guards Chapel Venue Wellington Barracks Birdcage Walk SW 1 @11.30
Thursday 9th December INFORMAL LUNCH The Mad Hatter’ public house, 3 Stamford Street, SE1 @ 12.00

Wednesday 15 December 2010 THE GOVERNMENT ART COLLECTION (address will be advised to those attending.)
Provisional date Thursday 13 January 2011 Post Christmas Lunch.

CEMARRS (Manchester)

Wednesday, 20th October, 2010.Annual General Meeting. Meet at 12 noon for a buffet lunch, followed at 1.0pm by the
AGM Muligans Bar 13 Southgate off Deansgate.

Thursday 4th November, 2010. Gallery of Costume, at Platt Hall, Wilmslow Rd.Rusholme, Manchester.
Lunch at Luther King House Restaurant, Brighton Grove, off Wilmslow Rd. at 12.00 noon, followed by a visit to the Gallery of
Costume.

Thursday 25th November, 2010. Belle Vue Greyhound Stadium. An evening at “The Dogs”. Meet at the stadium at 6.15pm .
Wednesday, 12th January 2011. The World of Glass, St. Helens. Meet at 10.15 am for a 10.30 start. Refreshments on arrival,
main course lunch with tea/coffee, guided tour.

RMS AGM 2010

‘The RMS AGM will be at Somerset House on Wednesday 8th
December 2010 at 1 1am. Any motions for the AGM need to be
with The Chairman TED WINGROVE by the 8th October 2010.

Extract from Financial Guidelines

3. Financial Guidelines
1st September 2009 - 31st August 2010

Social Activities

A subsidy for members attending the RMS An-
nual General Meeting .”

Jy
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Association contacts/reps 2010/11

AYR Ann McgGiveron
DORSET Dave Simm

EAST MIDLANDS Alex Walker
HEATHROW Norman Shackley
LEEDS Sylvia Sharpe
LONDON AREA Barry Atkinson
LIVERPOOL Rita Harraghy
MANCHESTER® George Bennett

NERO Secretary

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA

SURREY/HANTS
WEST MIDLANDS

Jennie Baker
Daphne Pugh
Peter Trevett
Eric Hudson

e-mail
Keith.Massey3@btopenworld.com

simm362@btinternet.com

at walker@hotmail.com

nshackley@btinternet.com

sylvia.sharpe80@btinternet.com

atko@globalnet.co.uk

michael.rita@btinternet.com

georgerbennett@btinternet.com

jenniebaker@blueyonder.co.uk

nick.pugh2@btopenworld.com

p.trevett@btinternet.com

erichudson@btinternet.com

If you live in the area contact them for their programme.
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2 Federation Of Retired

4 C&E and Revenue Staff

Associations

Chairman :- Peter Trevett
Salway House, Bagshot Road

Fox Corner, Worplesdon,

Surrey, GU3 3PT

Tel:- 01483 233027

E-Mail:- p.trevett@btinternet.com
Secretary:- Paul Houghton
| Lawn Ave., Derby, DE222PE
Tel:- 01332 552293
E-mail:-pauljhtigger@yahoo.co.uk

Retired Members
Section of RCSL

Chairman :-Ted Wingrove
51, Colemansmoor Lane, Woodley,
Reading, Berks RG5 4BT
Tel:-0118-9618297

E-mail: ted.wingrove@ntlworld.com
Secretary:- Nick Pugh

261 Station Road, Leigh on Sea,
Essex, SS9 3BP

Tel:- 01702 711492

E-mail: nick.pugh2@btopenworld.com

Treasurer:- Neill Bond

Treasurer:- John Lloyd
144 Denbydale Way, Royton,
Oldham, OL2 5TE

Tel:- 0161 633 3413

E-mail: johnlloyd144@sky.com
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23, Oakwood Rd. Eastleaze, West Swindon
SN5 7EF

Tel:- 01793 875852

E-mail: neill.bond@hotmail.co.uk
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www.hm-waterguard.org.uk

This edition of the BOND is edited and published by P.]. Houghton 1 Lawn Ave Derby DE22 2PE on behalf of the Federation of CERRSA’s
and the Retired Members Society of the RCS&L.




