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e East Midlands 
had a splendid day on 

ica luls in two boats. Our 
and Vice 

& Carole McMurray 
all day trip from Sileby 

1L"iclester, hire to 
return .. Negotiating locks, 
to passers-by, consuming 

and stopping for " 0 

Irpi'rp,,1- ments all featured . Sp,eci.a1il:v1 
such as bank cras hing 

demolition was ably ,;p'-n n,n_1 
trated by Mike Patten. 

an enjoyable and 

BARGING ABOUT.•• 

.t! 

E"4RIED LVTERESTS 

ctivity to be recommended, partic­
lady if you can pick the weather in 
is Summer of 2000. We managed 

hoto 1 Shows (L to R) Vice Com­
odore Carole, Mike Patten, and 
era King. 
hoto 2 shows the two boats in one 

of the locks. 

?rm! r/iotldlm~ 

E uropean Computer Ddvin 
Licence (ECDL) courses are 

ow being run in many parts of the 
country. As th e title suggests it is an 

C initiative designed to help peo ple 
earn to use computers. 

In Reading it is being run by the 
eading Coll ege using th e to p fl oor 

of a bookshop in central Reading. A 
resent (in Reading anyway) it is free 
d offers between 75 and 130 h ours 

omputer based training at ti!\les 
uitable to th e candidate, It is in 7 

modules covering: Basic Concepts 
o f IT / Using a com pu te r and Man­
ging Files / Wo rd Processing / 

Spreadsheets / D atabases and Filin 
Systems / Presentation & Drawin 
/ Info rrnation and Network Services. 
In o rder to achieve the ECDL one 

as to take an assessment o n each 
odule (and they are quite demand­

ng I find l) . 
In most areas o f the country the 
courses are being mounted under the 
uspices o f the Further Training sec­

tions o f the Local E ducation Au­
o rities. My wife and I have both 

nro lled and are finding the course 
extremely us eful but quite challeng­
·ng. We are presently doing one sess­

just happen 
week about all we can fit in wi tl1 all 
o ur o ther interes ts and responsi ­
bili ties. 

Gordon Hodson 

T
Re: JERQUER (last issue) 

wo authorities on Customs his­
tory, C. McCoy and E. Carson, 

agree that the office (,grade') of Jer­
quer was abolished in 1862. How­
ever, as James McCabe and Bernard 
Shilling pointed out quite correctly 
(,Bond', August 2000), the practice 
of checking ships' files, called 
jerquing, continued for another hun­
dred years. It was performed by a 
variery of grades, notably by U/Ss at 
the Surveyors Branch. 
I have been given some information:­
Ian Wright, the Department's 
archivist, mentioned that the office of 
Jerquer probably goes back to 
Chaucer's time and that Board's Min­
utes (CUST/28) at the Public Record 
Office, Kew might give the back­
ground as to what happened in 1862. 

Geoff Berry, one-time unattached 
Surveyor, mentioned that he saw a 
1906 book of instructions for 'The 
Jerquer Port ojLondon , and, where 
applicable, Jerquers at Out Ports'. I 

think it likely that there is a computer 
audit program today that checks duty 
against actual imports. It would be 
historically satisfying if such a pro­
gram were called JERQUEI 

John Pink 



! COmpiled many cryptic 
crosswords \\".ty h;1Ck in th,­

bee C.gl::le, e,-,riy ninetie" 
ot \d1i,h ,\(,re Fublish"j In 

l)c.rtcuil;::;: t:)( first 1:1 

1988 and the h1.St i:l 

1993 . 
From 1975 unt,l I retlred In Octo­
ber 1988. I \Y.1S the Depanmenul 
S:'l-ery Officer,.mel ,It the time of 
r.1~,- n:::!i!."Cr.:1ent occupied (,trIce 

i:o "C\\ Be'm1 House nexl 
to R():1 :)Junders, I 
\\'i11 remember :r:e. 
r ILl\e cnck­
eteL S1OC( n1\' cet,n'n"~n 

becl)me .: fully qUdlified ump,re 
:l:1J ump.re I!1struc:ror. I find my­
self umrinng Jl1 50rt$ ;lfn::lteuf 

ffiJtches :ndud!ng regular S~'lnlrd.lY 
p.1a:-Cles my dub. under 17 :.md 
unc:e!." 19 Hutches the 
.'.retropolit'ln DlS!nct of the .\"0­
Claticn of J'.:eut Cricker CluJ$. 
Inter-League matches for the 
Oxbridge "onh J'.:ent "fetropoli ­
tan Cncket League, ender 11 "l1d 
'Jnder 13 matches bo\,s and 
gids In :he C(,unty of J'.:e~L plus 
ledoor during 
the win:er I am President of the 
.'.fetcopoE:an J'.:ent Associanon of 
Cricket Cmpires and ,"ice 
Chairman of the ~'\KCC 

.'.fetropohtan Dismct; a member 
of t.he J'.:cnr Board Lm­
plr(·~ ~;:.' r:::. L\!rnmHtt'_: 
::nerr!ber of the Kent Cncket 
lJ)ard League and Club Cricket 
Commlttee, ir. additior: to bemg ;] 
,committee member of my own 
du b (),!etrogas CC)' , a member G f , <-, • 

J'.:enr Cricket Club, the Kent Sup­
porters Club, and the Cricket Soci­
ety. You WIll appreciate from all 
this that CrIcket has taken up a Jot 
of my rime since I retired, and 
espenally smCt my good wife died 
lf1 199~. 

In the :ast year or so I have also 
Joir:ed our local church, The Big­
gJ" Hill C];rlStlJr: Fellowship 
Church, and have become ~n-

in ;1 

hJywg rnJ.dc: 

frlenJ~ 111 

~')!:~ ,;n,j thelr t~Hnilies li\ e 

d:~t.-~r>.:': ::-:'-OITI 

:-hc IsI::­ 0:-­

Do:-seL sO I do :-lot see 
,hem. though rheyall keep m 
be ,,;ucil by tclepnnne..\$ 
,magme I he aprctn- ::un lift, .lnd 
e·ften \"'[;nnuer ho,\' 1 eyer 
nrn.c Tr) gu to \,-ork, 

Bob -Tl1anks for findmg tile time to 
provide us with some mental exer· 
cise. I tl1lnk tl1ere will be a few 
"strained brains" from now on l DT 

The first few months .ot 
ytJr llaye been the bU$Jest 

ficld so tJr in the £lye rear eXLsttnCt 
ot' CERS_ \ London .\red 
r.:ght CYClts have taken place so Llr 
<1r:c r.1o:-e are ?lallced before 
year i:'3 O'i.TL Febru31)rl S EUfost.1r 

tnp Ie' P~lns \vas a fi:.-st ('lltSldt th;~ 
COUr1try~ but nOT. the only CXCU:-SIO:1 

to bst for longer dun ;) d]~ .\n~ 

other was to the CERS_'\ ce-UillflO 
in Bournemollth in }'Iay. tel! 
eight rnemhers Jnd spouses "t~ 

Would correspondents please 
indicate whether or not the!' 
wish their uddress details 

to be published 

LETTERS 

lot of their ,h:t!nt::t~:::. 

many JlC\\­

rhe pn)cess. :.r~ 1',1,:< 

here. ()nc hye:: 
\lan: the ()rlier Itl 

il1.t2..:;h 

.1 ,:an 

The)LlILh', "wn\G\[ 

\Y~1S held if': t)L' Bn.lrd R::(,m .1t 


"C,,- r":':ng, Be,,): H..lUSt '" _\pril 

W.iS t-(}llo'\\Td b~, ,'. f"J';,::, bnd:. 


\'Ctlk, luyc; mciudu' Little y"",c{' 

\ldy) ,md BLlCkheClth to Creen­


(July). _\ rare .::h:lnce to See 

Lrlrnbcth Fabce occurred in 

June ;1nd in the- s:::une month a 
i?,trty of 2-1- \venr for .i t!lght on the 
J G~'d!)·'"' f:::, c '11.<1"., :p"", ~,',. -\u'ru'i.15 'vuk-'.' 'i_~ 


PutflcY ;--" I--L:'ll1ffi::r-::::ll:th. 

Our orJ) !ilUSC:Ulll \~:.s:t \;-:.~ t·~j R.\F 

Hendon 111 ':\Llrch. Le,-=:;br.g ;;d:e2,d~ 


.\s dutumn :-lpprcncht's -\-\'e hope to 

YiSlt not DIH::, L:;ut t\YIJ p,tlJce~ 

firs!' Bucbngh'lm Palace 
(Septernbcr) JJld then Eltham 
P~1LlCe (:n (Jctobcr':. 

Johw Wriflh' 

PL£4SE NOTE: 


DEADLINE FOR 


DECEMBER ISSCE 

WILL BE 


5TH NOIEJIBER 


FoCERSA 
Tony Rudkin 

OFFICERS, 2000 
25 Bertram Dri\'e "orth 
\feols, Merseydlde. CJ i~7 OL" 
01511 6325612 

SECRET••RY .Ron Sanders 70 T em pleg.lte A.\'cnue 

LS15 OHH 
o113 2605193 

TREASURER I Paul Houghton 1 Lawn :\venue 
,\liestree, Derby DE22 2PE . 
01332 552293 

http:S~'lnlrd.lY


~13~ CROSSII ORD No .? 

: 9, 

13. 

15. 

: 20. 

!z..t. 

,26, 

;27. 

33 

34 
35 

ACROSS 
Thme who han:: :reached 5 may 
ha,'e gi,'en this (4,7), 
\ktal used in getting Eros back 
'" \;)) 

Organ found in some aren~l~ (3) 

The best winen' ma1.' hJ~e one of 

a pair (4), 

£,-en- family has one, In the gar~ 


den' (4), 

Before the start of every royal: 

engagement (3). 

One of the lIttle people who ap' ' 

?e'T one by one in the exerc;,," 


. \;:UCte has other alternative mlSS~ 

~ 
Score one when you turn out ~ll1d 


Ime ~e lead (3). 

c\gree to drop off (3), 

\'('ould this balance with both' 

:oidcs dfOtwd the border '::(6) 

Property that may be seen in the 

untidiest atelier(G). 

Eccentnc stan to uruversity (3). 

Regulation about settlement for' 

fish' 

loin In French joke to start ent!'r­

tainment (6) 

SUr! to dpply roller on the pItch? 

(3). 	 ,I 
\Xh' 'e let us, they say', (3), 
.-\ Re\'enue Assistant is a member I 
of:1 terrorist organisation (3). 

36, 

38, 

39, 

41 

43 


: 44 


45 


~ 

3 

-I­

5. 

{) 

8 

11 

'12 

iH 
16, 

There l5 a view that vicrory 
is neetled before s;]ying "Th:11lk 
you" 
Holds cash. but l~ about to go broke 
,:3). 
Biblical character creates the yet;. 
Dickens about an acide (-+). 
Can become somethlng of 3n dr~!b 

legend.. (4) 
,., when a follower goe$ for a dnnk 
(3). 
Expression of surrmsc at hearing 
the letter read oLlt(3) 
Civil Service feelS need to become 
\lllncrJble (ii:" 

DOWN 
l~'ot elsewhere specified whC'J1 m:ili­
ing the news at present (3) 
Hoid the Grand PrLX outside the 
Republic uf Ireland (4), 
Oae \vho is this is probably past 5 

Great men tire out before the end 

of the exercise \(ihen the\" h~lye: 


reached this (10,3), 

Ra\'e about a wand of aurhc>nty H) 

_'\nger that is outrighrl (3). 

Etemal V~sign has no 
end.Strange but true : ~] 1) 
One who died first was :'>.iade to 
cross deeper (11). 
Apt tc) make a dent (4) 
Fiery mount (4), 
Regret 1t is not entirely gemune (3) 

19. 	 UJth to be left ()U~ \\-!lC'Ii pIeced III 

the oven 

sweets? (3). 
25 Sheepishly retreat (3), 
28, "chide seen 1n _\frica recend~, '_1,:. 

29. 	 Horse held in fear ::l.bO\-e all othe0 
(4). 

31. 	 rve left to achie\'e longing (-{., , 
3:2. 	 Tum to a part of India .... (.3). 
36. 	 ._._and say fare\\<elJ to the \yorld 

(-I). 
Biblical brother reported tr:, ha\-e 

e~ough strength (-t> 

:diot !oudly follows much c.t 32. 

General shelter (3) 


Solution: 
Prize Crossword(Nol) 

CtJS\'n at randon1 from the many 
c:.>rrect entcies~ the winner is 

Brian Edwards 

17 Bracken Road 


Darlington 

DL3 9LY 


to whom a prize of £1 I) is on H-;;: way. 
to those \l.-hose entry 

not picked out! 

For the time being the crossword 
will be for entertainment only, un­
til it can be decided whether funds 
will support a regular prize, 

COllt~ct tIll..: Editl"lr 3t 

PO 80,696 
\e"castir upon T~-ne 

\ P)'! I \Q 

-L.:l iljul 2702~77 


~!llJ.il el...·doJt.\c(a COlllplI."ie/Tc. ('(JIll 


3 
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.And. finalb: ....--,. - - - ~.,r--

HlST(}{{\ 1\/ FTIl ORA 

If yOU hayc an interest m the history of the Department, you may \\ ish to Join the History Network, and receIve the 
quartetl\ newsletter Complete this intonnation slip and send to 

JOHN PINK, 6 ANNS COURT, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY, KT6 4BE 

~-------------------------------------------------,INAME I 

EDITORIAL 
flu ttl"'; The Bond togedlcr I" J 
r find, melst l11tcrcstlng, "tnd !( 15 
good f(, see that a greater ,,'artety of 
SUh;l''.T' h,l~ been 3yaiJable in the 
111(,1"t re-cent lssueS. TIH:re had been 
sornc cnrnphl.111t about the amount of 
spuI1ing ,lCti\-:ties reported. \X'e now 
seC1D to :1an' arri\~ed at 'J, situatIon 
whc;c the reports of the various pur·· 
suits ~uch 3:; running, bowling and 
s'\'nnllnmg ha\"e dried up. Do '\ve have 
any cnckerer3~ How tnight particl­
PaJ1t' lH ,11] aCb\'lUeS be persuaded to 
kl t:p fhl- 1111'0 flowmg ll1( 

It \L1S '\ cry $3tlst:;ing to Inc to reeerrc 
th(~ Jln.m1lt of completed crosswords: 
wlw:h Jrrl\:cd at the mall~box \\"{;' 
seem Tn luxe gained 'A feature of 
mt"'f't ro man). thanks to Bob Eas· 
ton. i .en certall1 that Irumy others 
er,'oYcd rhe puzzle but did not post it 
on fer ,"ltIe\" Perhaps the flllance 
officef5 wdl be able, at some time in 
the near future ~ to sq ueeze ou t a little 
in order to pro\'lde a prize for at least 
some of the 6 issues per anHwn. 
TI,e next Issue will be ,he last in tiltS 
nuJlellntum year (where has it goner) 
so I hope that, ""thoot prompting, 
you Will find tune to contribute to 
YOlR newsletter. 
I always I1ke to receive suggestions, sO 

long as ti,ey' are not 100 insulting! 

'Vave "/aylor 

: ADDRESS 
I(inc. Post Code) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I SUBJECTS OF INTEREST 
ITOME 

IINCLUDE MY NAME AND YES I -
NO 

­
,ADDRESS ON HISTORY 
,NETWORK CIRCULA nON LIST 
L -

EASTERS ESGLL\;D GOLF 
Conp.~ra:ul<1tions to P(~:er Passmore 
(11'clP 16ish) on '~·lJlnl.ng th~ \"\"1.l:;un 
CdP 'at rhe ~\ugust outmg of the 
Sheffield C & E Golf SOC1e['~'_ ~t a-pre­
senrs ::{Cr'ttnd SLt1n'j U1 tlur P{;'ter ~l~F 
now won <1n of the 6 TrophIES ~ha:- t!le 

Soelet"" plays for. Not in just one YEar 
but oy'el his membershIp of till, 
thrl\'Ulg Society, Only one Trophy 
eludes him and that is the "latch Play 
KO, e\'rot ,,,but at the time of wnting 
he looks to be one of thtS year's fina1~ 
lstS" His other achie\Telnent thJS year 

was to quallf}' for the C&E Champl­
0~1shjpc; at Carnou..stif~ the only l'ct1red 
SPCfts Club melnbex pbymg th:s yea~' 

far as 1 run ",l\vare"). ::-I::-)\X(Ter weE 
he played I run sure he \':11: :13Yt' 

enjoyed some great golf 
Paul Houghton 

Sports Day was a great dsy with 
hot sunshine, excellent ar­ the R..\1B front the Ex·: 

rangements and facilities, ecutlve Committee 

wonderful company, Ineering Elect afC now close to 

old and new members of the finailsmg a constitu-: 

Sporn Club as well as mIDY rion for thIS new: 

ex-colleagues wh() had come as Branch of the Spom i 
supporterS of meir C()llecrion Club, and I mrend! 

teams) but who were vociferous to write to all mem­

~n then: supporr of the. Inore bers bv the end 

"elderly" cOlnpetirors. This year 4 ;-':O\'e;"ber at the 

we rrunaged a 33.3% increase in latt'st, in forming: 

CERS_\ competitors over la5t year, 
there were three of us l Reg Arm­
strong, Dick Kneill and myself all 

I canlC last:- it had to be due 10 
lOcre:lsing age! 
.-111 three of us ran 111 the \~tr:: 3(10{1 
metres, Alan Hollingsworth, who 
retires fronl the department on 27th 
September and IS the ,ecrer,lIY elect or 
,'10 newl" formed Retired Members 
Branch (RMB ill future!;. won the 
men's 1500 metres walk bY' .1 large 
margm, :\s he will compete for 
CERS.'\ flext ycar when tbe evem will 
be heid at z.Jof\vich Cni""enlrry, we are 
keepirlg our fingers crossed that he 
can conlpcte again next year and so 
pur CERS:\ further up the points 
laddec 1 t would also be exceedil1gly 
helpfJI ,f other retited colleague, 
could con,lder competing for CERS~'\ 
so that we can put the Retired "lem­
bets Brancb squarely on the list in the' 
funlte :\Im''e competlfOTJ il! mort e/'ents 

1llea!H !!lO.11' pGintJ// On 

them about the developments: 
and seeking their views, 

Gordon Hodson 
"""""-~-,. --~-~ 
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