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he East Midlands CERSA

had a splendid day on the
canals in two boats. Our Com-
modore and Vice Commodore
Roger & Carole McMurray laid
on an all day trip from Sileby in
Leicestershire to Loughborough
and return.. Negotiating locks, wav-
ing to passers-by, consuming pub
lunches, and stopping for "other"
refreshments all featured. Speciality
items such as bank crashing and
tree demolition was ably demon-
strated by Mike Patten.
Overall an enjoyable and relaxing]

" |country.As the title suggests it is an

activity to be recommended, partic-
ularly if you can pick the weather in
this Summer of 2000. We managed

Photo 1 Shows (L to R) Vice Com-
modore Carole, Mike Patten, and
Vera King.
Photo 2 shows the two boats in one
of the Jocks.

Panl AToughtor

uropean Computer Drving|
Licence (ECDL) courses are
now being run in many parts of the

EC mitiative designed to help people
learn to use computers.

In Reading it is bemng run by the
Reading College using the top floor
of 2 bookshop in central Reading. At
present (in Reading anyway) it 1s free
and offers between 75 and 130 houss
computer based training at times
suitable to the candidate. It 15 in 7
modules covering : Basic Concepts
of 1T / Using a computer and Man-
aging Files / Word Processing /
Spreadsheets / Databases and Filing
Systems / Presentation & Drawing
/Informaoon and Network Services.
In order to achieve the ECDL one
has to take an assessment on each
module (and they are quité demand-
ing I find!).

In most areas of the country the
courses are being mounted under the
auspices of the Further Training sec-
tons of the Local Education Au-
thorities. My wife and I have both
enrolled and are finding the course
extremely useful but quite challeng-

ing. We are presently doing one sess-

ion (2 hours) a week but you can
do as much, or as little as you wish.
We just happen to find once a
week about all we can fit in with all
our other interests and responsi-
bilities.

Gordon Hodson

Re: JERQUER (last issue)
Two authorities on Customs his-

tory, C. McCoy and E. Carson,
agree that the office ('grade') of Jer-
quer was abolished in 1862. How-
ever, as James McCabe and Bernard
Shilling pointed out quite correctly
(Bond', August 2000), the practice
of checking ships' files, called
jerquing, continued for another hun-
dred years. It was performed by a
variety of grades, notably by U/Ss at
the Surveyors Branch.
[ have been given some information:-
Ian Wright, the Department's
archivist, mentioned that the office of
Jerquer probably goes back to
Chaucer's time and that Board's Min-
utes (CUST/28) at the Public Record
Office, Kew might give the back-
ground as to what happened in 1862.
Geoff Berry, one-time unattached
Surveyor, mentioned that he saw a
1906 book of instructions for ‘The
Jerquer Port of London and. where
applicable, Jerquers at Our Ports’. |
thirk it likely that there is a computer
audit program today that checks duty
against actual imports. 1t would be
histonieally satisfying if such a pro-
gram were called JERQUE!

John Pink
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LETTERS

compxled many  cryptic
I crosswords way back in the
late eighues ind early ninenes, 67
of  which published 1
Perreullis: the hirst in Februaey
1988 and rhe last in November
1993 .
From 1975 unti! I reured in Octo-
ber 1988, I was the Departmental
Sa*‘en‘ Othicer, and
my rearement occupied the office
Iy _\L\\ Ning’s Beam House next
to Roa Saunders, who 1 suspect
will remember me.
[ have awavs beenn a keen crick-
erer. and since myv retirement have
become 2 fully qualified umpire
and umpire instrucror. T hind my-
self umpirmg all sorts of armareur
matches including regular Serurday
nuxtches for my club, under 17 and
under 19 matches the
Metropolitan District ot the Asso-
caticn ot Kent Cricker Clubs.
Inter-League matches for the
Oxbridge North Kent Metropol-
tan Cricket League, Under 11 and
ander 13 matches for boys and
girls 10 the county of Kent, plus
Indoor Six-a-side matches dunng
the winter. I am President of the

WErE

tor

Aletrepolizan Kent Association of

Cricket Umpires and Scorers; Vice
Charman of  the  AKCC
Metrepolitan District; 2 member
of the Kent Cncket Board Um-
pires sloc s Coimmiatted

member of the Kent Cricket
Bourd League and Club Crcket
Commuttee, in addition to bemng a
committee member of my own

club (Metroges CC), a member of

Kent Crcket Club, the Kent Sup-
porters Club, and the Cricket Soci-
etv. You will appreciate trom all
this that cricket has taken up a Jot
of my ume since I retred, and
especally since my good wife died
in 1994,

In the last vear or so I have also
joired our local church, The Big-
gn Hili Chostian Fellowship
Church, and have become :in-

%BM October MM

at the time ot

volved m 2 lot of thar activites,
hoving made manvy now good
fnends w1 the process. My s
sons and therr famihies ive quate
diztince rrom here. One hves m
the Isle orf Xan: the orher 1
Diorset. so 1 do not see much of

them. though dhey all keep in: regu-
lar touch by telephone. As veu can
imagmne I hive aprerre mll ke, and
cften wonder how 1 ever found
ume 1 go to work,
Dol !

d‘fﬂﬂ

Bob -Thanks for finding the time to
provide us with some mental exer-
cise. | think there will be a few

"strained brains" from now on! DT,

he first few months of the

vear have been the busiest pe-
riod so far in the five vear existence
or CERS\ London Area branch.
Fught cvents have taken place so fur
and maore are planned before the
vear i3 Februm Eurostar
trip to Paris was a fisst cutside thas
country, but not the onlv excursion
to last for longer than a day.  An-
other was to the CERSA re~unon
in Bournemouth in May, which
aight members and spouses at-

over.

Would correspondents plea se
indicate whether or not they

wish their address detatls
to be published

CHAIRMAN

§ Tony Rudkin

tended.  The branch's cwn AGM
eld 1n the Board Reom
New Rengs Beamn House in April
and was followed by s pulb lunch,
Walks have included Farde Vence
n May) and Blackheath wo Green-
sich July). A rare chanece o see
nside Lambeth Palace occurred n
Junc and in the same month a

party of 24 went for u thght on the
T ndon Ere and e Augusr 2 walk
from Putme} v Flammersmith.
Our only muscum visiewas 0o RAF
Hendon in March. Looking shead.
As autumn approaches we hope ro
TSIt NOt one, but two  palaces -
first Buckingham Palace
{september) and  then Eltham
Palace n Octabert.

John anhf

aas h

PLEASE NOTE:
DEADLINE FOR
DECEMBER ISSUE
WILL BE
S5t NOVEMBER

25 Bertram Drive North
Meols, Merseydide, CTH47 QLN
01511 6325612

SECRETARY  Ron Sanders

70 Templegare Avenue
Leeds IS15 OHH
0113 2605193

TREASURER Paul Houghron

t Lawn Avenue
Allestree, Derby DE22
01332 552293
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36.

1 Those who have reached 5 tray
| have givep this (4,7).
"0, Metal used in getting Eros back 3
! \ J
10. Qrgan found in some arenas (3}
12, The best winerv may have one of
4 patr ().
13. Everv family has one. In the gar-
‘ den = (4.
15, Before the start of every rov nl
engagement (3).
"17. One of the hitde people who ap--
pear one by one in the exercise
iR Amcie has other altemative miss-
mg 3 2.
20, Score one when you uen out and
‘ lose the lead (3). 3
121, Agree 1o drop off (3).
22, Would this balance with both' 4
wides dround the border #{(G)
24 Property that may be seen in the 3.
unticiest atelier?G).
126, Ecceninc staer 1o umversity (3.
7. Regulumon about settlement for ¢
' fish = (6). 7
.30, Town in French joke to start enter- 8
’ tainment (6)
33, Suart o apply roller on thc pitch ¥
/3\
134 Why'e let us, they say " ('5) P 1z
35, A Revenue Assistant 15 a member | 114
Z of a terzonst orgamsanon '3) ‘

:10.

There 15 a view that victory

s needed before saving “Thank
vou™ (5.

Holds cash, but 15 abour to go broke
:'3\.

-/

Biblical character creates the vert
Dickens about an arucle (35
Can become something of an arub
legend....(4)

when 2 follower goey for a dnnk
(3).
Expression of surpnse at hearing
the letter read out(3}
Civil Service feels need o become
vulnerable a0

DOWN

Not elsewhere specified when mak-
ng the news at present (3)
Hold the Grand Pox ouwide the
Republic of Ireland (4).
One who is this 1s probably past 3
6.7
Great men tire out before the end

of the exercise when rhev have’

reached this (10,3).

Rave abour a wand of authonty ()
Anger thatis outnght (3}
Eternal Vesign has no
end.Strange bur true : (11}
One who died first was
cross deeper (11).

Apt to make a dent ()
Fiery mount (4).

chret 1t 15 1Ot cnnre]y {;enmne 3

19 Loth to be left our when placed
the oven 73},
3 Adversely
sweets © (3.
23 Sheepishly retreat {3},
28, Vehicle scen i Africa recentls 73
29 Horse held n fear ebove all others
4.
31, TDve left to achieve longng 4.
32, Turmn to a pact of India....03).
30. .and say farewell to the world’
{4\
37.  Biblical brother reported to have
nough strength (4.
40 idiot loudly follows much ¢
12 General shelter / {3)

Solution:
Prize Crossword(Nol)

affected ny

SDCRY

of 32.

o[6 E P RICIE L EM|

Made 1o,

Drawn at random trom the many
correct entries, the winner 1s

Brian Edwards
17 Bracken Road
Darlington
DIL39LY

to whom a prize of £10 15 on 1t way.
Condolences to these whese entry
wias not picked out!

For the time being the crossword
will be for enterrainment only, un-
til it can be decided whether funds
will support a regular prize.

Contact the Editor at
PO Bo\ 696
Newcastle npon Tyvne
NE9Y INQ

Pol et 2702477

cmiatd efvdentisele CompHEServe. com
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viung The Bond togedier s, |
mecL most mterestmg, and 0o
good o see that a greater vanety of
subtects has been avallable in the
recent sssues. There had been
some complamt about the amount of
sporting activaties reported. We now
seern o have amved at a situation
where the reports of the various pur-
swts such a3 runnmg, bowling and
swimnung have dned up. Do we have
any cncketerst How might parhc-
pants m ail acuvities be persuaded to
heep rhe into flowing e
It waz cery satsfring to me to reccive
the amount of completed crosswords
aved at the masl-box We
seemn 1o have gained a feature of
miterest w toany, thanks to Bob Fas-
ton. [ am certan that many others
ermonved the puzele but did not post 1t
on for entrv.  Perhaps the fiance
officers will be able, ar some tune m
the near future, to squeeze out a little
in order 10 provide a prize for at least
some of the 6 issues per arum.
The next issue will be rhe last i this
nullennium vear (where has it goner)
so 1 hope that, without prompiing,
vou will find tme to contnbute to
YOUR newsletter,
[ alwayvs bRe to receive suggestions, sO
long as thev are not e nsulung!

MLE

which

Dave Taylor

: NAME

If vou have an mterest in the history of the Department,
guarteth newsletter. Complete this information slip and send to
JOHN PINK, 6 ANNS COURT, GROVE ROAD, SURBITON, SURREY, KT6 4BE
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And, finally.....

EASTERN ENGLAND GOLF
Congratulations w Peter Passmore
{'cap 16shy on winnmg the Wilson

Cup a2t the uogust outng of the
Shefheld C & E Golf Socier. It repre-
cents 2" Grand Stam™ in thar Perer has

now won all of the 6 Trophies thar the
Soctety plavs for. Not m just one vear
but over his membership of thus
thriving Soctety. Only one Trophv
eludes hun and that 1s the Match Play
K.O. event ..bur at the time of writing
he looks to be one of dus vear's final-
wts. His other achievement this vear
was o qualify for the C&E Champ:-
onships at Carmousue, the only renired
sports Club member plaving thes vear
‘a8 tar as 1 am aware}. However well
he plaved I am sure he wall have
enjoved some great golf.

Paul Houghton
ports Day was a great dav with
Lot sunshine, excellent ar-

rangements  and  facilities,
wonderful company, meeting
old and new members of the
Sporrs Club as well as many
ex-colleagues who had come as
supporters of therr Collecuen
tearns, but who were vociferous
i thewr supporr of the more
"elderlv” compeutors. This vear
we managed a 33.3% mcrease 0
CERSA compeutors over Jast vear,
there were three of us! Reg Arm-
strong, Dick Kneill and myself all

I came last- st had to be duc to
wncredsing age!

All three of us van m the Vers 30048
metres. Alan Hollingsworth, who

renres from the department on 27th

Seprember and s the secretary elect ot

the newlv formed Retired Members
Branch (RMB in future!, won the
men's 1300 metres walk by a large
margin.  As he will compete for
CERSA next year when the event will
be heid at Nonwich University, we are
keeping our fingers crossed thar he
can compete again next vear and so
pur CERSA further up the pounts
ladder. It would also be exceedusgle
helpful 1f other renred colleagues
could consider competing for CERSA
so that we can put the Retired Mem-

bers Branch squarely on the list in the

futuce. More competitors in more erents
micans more points!! On

ecutive Committee

rion  for  this

to write to all mem-

November at the
latest, informung

them about the dexelnpmeﬂu
and seeking ther views,

Gordon Hodson:

the RMB front the Ex-:

Elecr are now close
finalismg a consttu-|
new
Branch of the Spors .
Club, and I intend!

bers by the end of

History N FTWORK

you may wish to join the History Network, and receive the

| ADDRESS
{ (inc. Post Code)

—

ISUBJECTS OF INTEREST
| TO ME

;]NCLUDE MY NAME AND

|ADDRESS ON HISTORY
| NETWORK CIRCULATION LIST
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